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charges that missionaries had stirred up the Indians on the issue of land, he noted
that when he arrived at Lakkalsap in 1877 there was concern in the village about
possible loss of land to whites, missionaries, or others. A handful of whites had
penetrated into the Nass Valley (c. 1878-79) and had taken up land under pro-
vincial grants including the establishment of a cannery. Several Kincolith Indians
who had dwellings at the Fishery were pressured to remove by whites. The majority
of the houses at that site were owned by Kincolith people, including Chiefs George
Kinsada and Robert Qwockshow. Some of the Nishga worked for Croasdaile’s
cannery at Fishery Bay. The presence of white settlers and land holders along
the Nass was vivid illustration of the possible further loss of land.

Green wrote Powell in early 1886 asserting that Indian land claims on the
Nass had never been settled. He called attention to thirty-five acres adjoining
Lakkalsap held by James Grey. Grey had purchased the land from the province
and the Lakkalsap people objected to his holding it. Green also called attention
to ten acres at Fishery Bay, a narrow strip running along the river, sold to J.J.
Robertson by a previous white proprietor. Green complained to Ottawa of business
links between Powell and Robertson. Tomlinson too had corresponded with
Ottawa about business between Powell and H.E. Croasdaile, owner of a cannery
on the land in question. Powell had invested money and received a lien on the
building and equipment. Croasdaile later failed, and Powell eventually lost
$20,000. Green was himself reported by Powell to have taken over the property
by 1886. Powell accused Green of engaging in a profitable trading business, calling
this the basis of his hostility to all other traders and to government officers who
called attention to his sideline in trading. In this feud between Indian administrator
and missionary, accusations and insults were freely exchanged.

Powell denounced Green and Crosby — both Methodists — to Ottawa. He
asserted that, under cover of being clergy and permitted by government, Crosby
and Green used their position ‘‘to direct the illegal councils of their charges, and
otherwise to poison their minds.”’

With a view of increasing their influence among Indians, both he and his

colleague Mr. Crosby have endeavoured to invest them [the Indians| with

powers they do not and cannot possess...and create antipathy against
" the proper authorities and thus breed disloyalty and ill feeling. In any
other portion of this Province there is not the slightest trouble with the

Indians, nor to my knowledge have any vexatious questions arisen in

their minds as to their aboriginal rights to the whole country, except

where they have in the first instance been fomented and agitated by

these teachings.2! .

v A third holding on the Nass was that of John Matthieson. He acquired 320
acres in April 1879, erecting three buildings on the land and cultivating several
acres. His success in growing vegetables was commented upon as an indication of
the Nass Valley potential for agriculture. Matthieson agreed to give up his holding
so that it could be added to Nishga reserves but asked for twice the amount
O’Reilly offered him in compensation.22
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