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Abstract

Public spaces in Syria have been controlled and militarized for a long time, even before the revolution of
2011. In the city of Homs, however, duritige revolution's early days, thousands of people poured into

the New Clock Tower Square for the largest-®iB IAYS LINRP GSad Ay GKS KAA&G2NER
In this sense, two different performances have been happening in the same square:riberaace of

the Syrian state to control and oppress the protest and the performance of the people to revolt and resist

the state and its regime. This research spatially investigates and documents how the square suddenly
shifted from a controlled space ®@space of protest and expression, particularly on the 17th and 18th of

April 2011.

In the city of Homs, the Syrian state used architecture and the urban fabric to perform controlling
measures on the people, such as acts of destruction, neglect, renoyatimhstateled developments.

¢tKSasS O0da Ifaz2z YSIyd (G2 AyadldS LREAGAOIT K2Y23S
sect, which also served their economic interests. These acts started before the revolution and were one

of its triggers, ptting the building market and the historic city center in the hand of the Syrian regime and

those affiliated with it from the Alawi sect. Therefore, occupying the New Clock Tower Square in the city
center by the people is considered a statement to chaethe state, reclaim the square, and assert their

right to the city.

In this thesis, | investigate the duality of performance in the New Clock Tower Square using architecture
FYR dzNBlFYyAaY®d . dzAfRAY3I 2y WAzRAGK . HaiughSmapping, 8 SYA Y I
morphological analysis, and archival research, the thesis attributes the conflict of performance to the
aljdz- NEQa AYLRNIFYOS |a | LKeaaolOrt FyR aevyoz2faAal a
centrality of the square and its cotlive memory, starting from resisting the French Mandate in 1920

until this day, prompted the state to act in one way and the people to act in another. In the context of this
complex socigpolitical, spatial, and national juxtaposition, the thesis highighe role of architecture in

meaning and identity politics in being an agent for change.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Introduction

Syria is a country that has been struggling with the use of public space for a londigime {.1)' Even

before the Syrian revolution started in 2011, public spaces in Syria had been milifalihedArab
{20AFftA&aGa . FQFOK tIFNIex FR@G20F0GAy3 GKS FT2NXIGAZ2Y
the country via a militargoupin 1963 and controlled public space to develop civil society in.S¢nar

the years, the military regime built a sophisticated institution of security callddukhabarat, which

GNI yatliSa (G2 WAYyGaSttAaSyOS:ses fardeing Beatdrs MPpotedidl (1 KS
rebellious movement$

French colonalism French colonalism Six years after being funded, the | Balath Party took over the The Syrian revolution spread to Homs

started in Syria ended in Syria New Clock Tower was built country

1920 1946 1957 1963 2011
1923 1951 2007 04/18/2011 04/19/2011
Construction  of  the Funds  collected to After many years of surveillance, “Homs People managed to protest at the Onwards
Old Clock Tower at the build a New Clock Dream” master project was announced New Clock Tower Square, result People replicated the New

Martyrs' Square in Homs Tower in Homs by the goverment to rebuild the Old ing in a massacre where hundreds Clock Tower in their new
city of Homs of protestors died in an open fire

attack.

places of protest and in
Syrian diaspora

Figurel.1: Timeline of the New Clock Tower Square in Homs, Syria [author]

{8NAI Q4 AyUGStftAaSyOS aSNBAOSa 6SNBE AyAuAalLftte Sadl
security and counteespionage purposesin 1970 wien Hafez ARssad (the father president) took over
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et
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Q¢
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https://www.mei.edu/publications/syriardiasporacultivatingnew-public-spaceconsciousness.
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https://doi.org/10.1086/668055.
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November 1, 1996, https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/JCS/article/view/11815.



and military institutions, including the state itsé€fhey became in charge of the making andaation of

Syrian domestic and foreign policies. In his report to the Middle East Watch, James A. Paul conducts that
the Assad regime, through his intelligence institutions, is responsible for censorship, repression, torture,
and statesanctioned murder afens of thousands of Syrian people who are suspected of having different
political views’ As a government institution that practices constant surveillance of its citizens, the
authorities used architecture to control the crowds by establishing a spatigtol system of limiting the
number of public spaces and setting up checkpoivesr the country A Mukhabarat not only separates
people from each other and creates divisions among them due to a lack of trust, the fear of arrest, and
the risk of forcilte disappearancébut it also erases public life by moving it to private platiestead of
meeting in a public space to discuss a social or political manner, people choose to meet at their homes.
90SY AYAARS K2YSazx RgSt (ONES A daawdi EEIoMENDEY O A LI
surveillancegausing those living in the same house to be cautious of what they say, fearing that someone
may hear and report them

Traces of the struggle for controlled and surveilled public spaces in the gaxmiid also be seen during

the colonization period of the French Mandate (1920946). French colonizers considered the urban
fabric of Syria unmodernized and started reshaping the cities under the preféitevelopment§and

WY 2 RS NJYR Theyitrmgfofrde city streets into wide boulevards, relocated monuments, and
introduced squares, plazas, and parks. These amenities were added as an existing foreign design template,
lacking local attachments and cultural bonds that would have endowed them witmimg. It was the
beginning of a long and gradual replacement of traditional Arab Islamic architecture in medieval city
OSYy (i SNE X & dzO KSaHagplazady Sh&aud{anljAdes adket or marketplace; a bazaaffhis
transformation produced a strikg contrast between the public social life of the traditional Syrian city and
this architecture that was altered to control the crowds by connecting straight boulevards to the public
squares and shaping them to maximize military movement and the sunalliaitheir occupants by the
colonizer!?

Although plazas and squares were alien to the local culture, they eventually gained civic meanings during
national and local events and when social movements took place in them against the colonials. The
squares wee soon declared sacred when the demands for freedom in them turned into bloodshed. For
example, the Marjeh Square in Damascus was the area for executions by the French during their
Colonialism in Syria (figure 1.2). People defied the fear message dfltreézer by taking up the role of

the courageous who embraced the Square and considered it a podium to show off their martyred heroes.

6 Rathmell. Also see: Assad's legions: The Syrian intelligence servic@aRly ANTHONY WEGE&| Anthony Wege

(1990) Assad's legions: The Syrian intelligence services, International Journal of Intelligence and

Counterlintelligence, 4:1, 9100, DOI:10.1080/08850609008%130

5LYyASt 9 {LISOG2NE G{&NAl !'yYlFalSRY ¢KS {dzLJLINSBaairzy 27
bS¢ 1 @Sys /¢Y _FES ! YAOBSNREAGE t NEisiody>Reviewpof NewdBobkst dzo f A O |
no. 2 (Januarg993): 8%82, https://doi.org/10.1080/03612759.1993.9948587.

8 A reportthat sheds light on the thousands of 'disappearances’ durinsahd's 3§ear ruleA &Robeért Fisk:

Ghosts from the past: Syria's 30 years of édatps://www.independent.co.uk/votes/commentators/fisk/robert
fisk-ghostsfrom-the-pastsyrias-30-yearsof-fear-2008757.html

9 Ibid.

OYwir ool G¢KS ' N} o wS@2ftdziazy ¢l {1Sa .FOl GKS tdzomtAO { LI
1 Rabbat.

2Rabbat, "The Arab Revolution Takes Back the Public Space."
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They even invented a folk song about this space that has been passed down for genétdtiarss many

squares in Syriaincluding AMarjeh Square, were named Sahat{AK dzK I Rl 6 al NI & NR Q {
commemorate the martyrs of independence.

T 7; L ach
th saw il EE

Figurel.2: An eecutioneventby French Coloniais 1962in Marjah SquareDamascugsyrmh.con

Once again, the country lost the civic meaning of its public squares when they became the stage for the
presidents to give speecheRhe current president BasharAssad, and his father, the previous president,

Hafez Al 34l RX R2YAYIlI GSR (KS O2dzyiNRBQa LlzftAO al dz NBa
permanent presence in the everyday lives of people (figurg 1.3

3The openingofthe®o] a2y 3 A&aY a58S02NIX 4GS 't al NBSKXZ T2NJ al NBSK A
R S 02 NXme&Rghdecorated with martyrs)
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FHgure1.3: Statue of Hafez é\ssad in Arnous Public Square in Damagdtrasawt.com]

However, just like the other countries where the Arab Spring spread in the 26d@snly Tunisia, Libya,
Yemen, and Egypt, the peaceful demstrations in Syria brought back the forgotten public spaces of
squares and streets, such as the New Clock Tower Square in Homs, when hundreds of thousands of
protestors started gathering in theAt People inhabited the streets and squares chanting for fomed

and dignity. Syrians had no hope for repairs and social justice under the regulations of a regime with such
a long history of violenc® Therefore, their demand was unified and clear: to overthrow the regime.

Consequently, the peaceful protesters weneet with violence and oppressiorDuring the Syrian
NE@2ftdziA2y 2F wnmmX fFNBS LINIa 2F {&8NRlF HSNB RSa
earth®'¢ Violent damage, including bombarding, besieging, and eviction, made no distinctimedret

rebels and civiliansAs a result, indreds of thousands of people have diedhd millions have been

forcibly displaced across Syriaccording to the Higher Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), as of July

2021, up to 13.5 million Syrians are displaggdrnally and externally this number is more than half of

G§KS O2dzy GNEB QA G2GFf LI Lzt I (A 2'84dd ahlddS NaD,@O0 peaple ara  OA (0 A
in prisons or have forcibly disappear¥dThe violence that reached the built environmeneated a

The Arab Spring was a wavEpro-democracy uprisingand antigovernment protestshat took place in the

Middle East andNorth Africa beginning in 2010 and 201tlbegan in Tunisia in response to agstion and

economic stagnatiothen spread to five other countries: Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Syria and Bahrain.

5 Abdul Hameed X € F Up p | K [Termddo iy F X FOF wK f HIOF

16 Espeially after the event of the extermination of the Muslim Brotherhood in Hama in the 1$&0snore about

i K A & The Baitefns af Syrian Uprising: Comparing Hama inci®®2 and Homs in20§1 6& 5+ NI / 2y RdzA
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2016182421

I KSSyYyl aOYSyTAS:T a4l 26 {S@OSy ,SIENB 2F 21N ¢dzZNYSR { @ NR I ¢
https://www.cnn.com/2018/03/15/middleeast/syrighen-now-satellite-intl/index.html.

18"Total Death Toll | Over 606,000 People Killed Acrosslsy { Ay O0S ¢KS . SIAYyYyAy3a hF ¢KS
Including 495,000 Documented By SOHR."

9"Syria- United States Department Of State."



phenomenon known asrbicide the killing of cities, or urbanity, and the deliberate destruction of its
social, cultural, and spatial fabri¢s

1.2 Country Context: Alawites and the State

Syria is an authoritarian state of Sunni majority ruled byAksad family of Alawhinority since 1976*
Alawites have historically kept their beliefs secret from +itiated Alawites?® Therefore, many of their
concepts are unknown to the outside world. However, accounts of their beliefs tend to be p&ttisan
While the major divide in Islam is between Shiite and Sunni Muslims, who initially split over who was
supposed to succeed prophet Muhammad, Alawites carried tvedivinity of Ali, the cousin, and son
in-law of Muhammad, whom Shiite honor but do not bebewe was diviné* Alawites are also a sect that
does not accept converts.

After a long history of lacking any form of powegverhaps due to the ambiguous nature of the sect as
received by the authoritias the Alawites began to be particularly noticeable dgrthe French Mandate

of Syria?®® The French colonial officials filled government positions with minorities such as the Alawites,
who made their way later to the Syrian milita#/This move prepared the ground for HafezAakad to

take power through the 180 Corrective Movemerit’ Since then, the government has been dominated

by a political elite led by the Alawite Assad family until thisday

' YRSNJ ! 3al RQa NMHzZ ST {&eNAI KF& 0SSy I &aSoOdzZ NI ylI i
I & al ety Alxwite sect that enacts power over other secthie government managed to make
other minorities and the urban Sunni majority docile by investing in the business elite in major cities such
as Damascus, Aleppo, and Homs. Along with this strategianSyexperienced severe oppression,
violence, and torture against any form of disséht

In March 2011, in the footsteps of the Arab Spring, which resulted from predatory capitalism and central
FdzK2NARAGASEAQ YAaNUzZ S Ay inh&soNdera ditg of Daran)@idu® $.2) drfd LINE (
quickly spread across the country. People revolted against the Assad government, its intrusions into the

lives of citizens, economic mismanagement, and the widespread expropriation of Tdmelsegime met

the peaceful protests calling for various reforms with violent crackdowns. This began forcing citizens to

20 Coward, Urbicide.

ApSAft vdZAffAFYZ allbyRa 2F t26SNY ¢ Khtemdtidnd Afifs THink NRA | Qa ! ¢
Tank, November 4, 2015, https://www.chathamhouse.org/2015/11/hapdser-rise-syriasassadfamily.

2g2KF§ 5284 LG aSty G2 .S 1tF¢AGSs FyR 2Ke 5284 LG al (i
https://www.latimes.com/archives/blogs/worlehow/story/2012-02-07/what-doesit-meanto-be-alawite-and-
why-doesit-matter-in-syria.

B5 | yASt tALSAI a¢KS ! Hiddle HadterdBumhes, nd. B (1982)A3BW Ay {&NRI Z¢

“g2 KFG 528a LG aSly G2 .S 1t gAiSY FYyR 2Ké 52Sa Ld al (i
Bg2KFEG 528a LG aSkly G2 .S 1t A0S FYyR 2Ké 52Sa Ld al (i
%2 KFG 528a LG aStry G2 .S 1tFgAiGST FyR 2Keé 528a LG al i
2ZIAlAssadled & A £ AGF NBE O2dzld dzy RSNJ G KS LINB (i S Egy: tieformaignedNaB OG Ay 3 (G f

single Arab socialist nation

BydzZAffAFYZ allbyRa 2F t2gSNWe

Y4ab2 wibHamsg ! - t NB G SO0 AThe/SymaTnstitute @SIX SARIREAE, > €
https://protectionofcivilians.org/report/naereturn-to-homs/.
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organize an armed defence that was headed by some military defectors which later developed into an
offense against the Assad governméht

L R,

Figurel.4: An image representing the beginning of the peaceful revolution in Syria. A group of young men and adolescents in the
city of Daraa wrote on the walls of schools and buildings, "It is your turn, Doctor," referringrtprisgdent, Bashar dssad
[thefreedomfirst.com

Today, it is still a debate whether the Syrian revolution has come to an end or if it is still ongoing. While

some countries are normalizing new relations with the Syrian regime, others still do nohizedbe

a4l R NB3IAYSQa fSAAGAYI Oz adzO K WithiregardgNPthelSyrigh | Yy A 2y
people, they argue that the revolution is still ongoing even with no protesting. This is due to the unstable

living conditions of Syria, includihgrdships such as the absence of gas while enduring daily cut offs from
electricity and water use

1.3 City Context

Vb2 wSOGdzNY G2 tINBYBOGAZ2Y 2F [/ AQAT Al yaode

L GSPSy | SeERSYlFyyzZ a! aal RQa b2 N)I f Brdokingdb®gy, JduafyRL3, i KS t 2 A
2022, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/ordefrom-chaos/2022/01/13/assadaormalizationand-the-politics-of-

erasurein-syria/.



Homs is the thirdargest city in Syria. It is located in the middle between the capital city, Damascus, and
P SLILJR2 = { elagest @i (figar€ @.8)y IR hosts significant industrial hubs and economic
developments such as oil refineries, fertilizer plants, power plants, and gas storage facilities. Its strategic
location is concerned with controlling and accessing the coastal Alawiteldedi(figure 1.65> Many

Syrian military agencies and institutions are located in Homs for these re#sons

TURKEY

h
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Figurel.5: Homs location in the middle betweBramascus, and Aleppoygnor]
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Figurel.6: Homs as a gateway to the coabAlawitemajority heartland [athor]

The population of Homs is a Sunni majority, with two significant minorities; Alawite and Christian. This
diversity is associated with the magion of Alawite from nearby cities and towns in the late 1900s. These
newcomers concentrated in the southeastern parts of the city, whereas Christians reside in various parts
with a clear presence in the Hamidia neighborhood close to the city center

INtKS OAlGeé OSYyiSNE GKSNB Aa I LXFOS 1y2é6y I|Y2y3a LIS
GKAOK A& AY NBFSNBYyOS (2 GUKS odaAaftd Ay [/ £201 ¢26SN
Abdel Nasser Squate¢ LG A & £ 2 O loik®ARQukwatli StrekétSwhiShystarts atEhe heffinning

of another Square called the Old Clock Tower Square (figureTh&)OIld Clock Tower Square refers to

Fy htR /201 o6daAfd AYy MdpHO RdAzZNAY3I CNBYOK sh2f 2y Al
between the two clock square’$

34 a X [It@ ten minutes to twoE aljumhuriya.net, April 23, 2020,
https://aljumhuriya.net/ar/2020/04/23/ m TT /.



Figurel.7: A satellite imagery of Homs showing the two clock tower squares in the city center, major ligaméilandmarks
[Google Earthauthor]



Figurel.8: An image of the Ol€lock Tower Square taken in tH@30s during French colonialism [delcampe.net]

The Clock Tower Square is a large and busy traffic circle. It is the meeting point of seven main streets in

the city and has five lanes of cars around it (figure 1.9). ln®gnded by buildings ranging in height

between onestorey, lowrise, and mierise. From the West side, an island extends from the Square and
continues along Shoukri-&outli Street to the Old Clock Tower Squdree Square is regular and humble

in shape It extends 60 meters from the gated garden of the Government House on the south, to the
¢SIHOKSNDRE {eyRAOFGS /2YLIX SE 2y (KS b2NIKZ 6KAfS |
the East, to the ADababeer gated garden on the West. This squanvers a total area of 6,300 square

meters (figure 1.10).
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Figurel.10: The physical dimensions and area of the New Clock Tower Square]autho

With a height of twelve meters, the New Clock Tower was once the tallest among its surroundings and
GKS OAdleQa f I yikeYowedisesdraniadezidslarbabemitiiadmall staircase that leads
to a white stone base in the form of a taogular parallelepiped. Each of the four faces of the besa
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doorand a frame in the form of a black marble arch (figure 1.12). On top of that base skiewh€lock
Tower consisting of white limestone decorated with black marble to simulate theofarAblaq
architectura the alternation of urbanization between black basalt stone and white stombich spread
in the old houses of Honts

-

L

—1
I
=

o
3
:

Figurel.11: The New Clock Tower Squaré®62[delcampe.net]
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Hgure1.12: A close up image showing the New Clock Tewahitectural déails [aljumhuriya.ne}

1.3.1 Why Homs (Not Damascus)

The New Clock Tower Square of Homs was the first site to withness mass demonsaatenperience
intense violence in 2011 when the revolution started in Syria. Among many factors pushing toward the
conflict in Syria, includintpe long accumulation of social oppression and suffering history in the country

-

68 GKS . loladdil yUdJt NIFa DG 2N GKF i ailyRavRdd Ay |2Ya

36 HAMM M 2 [Najati Tayara
recounts to memory the details of the 2011-8itin Homs | Syrian memory], interview by Syria TV, April 18, 2022,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gP6at0gg4EO.
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This project was driven by the governor of Homs and was launched in 2007 to expel historic city center
residents and rebuild it witmeoliberal modernizing projects (figure 1.13). The project sthtb move

people out from the heavily populated downtown and southwest neighborhoods (including Bab Amr,
Jobar, and Kafr Aya) in 2009 to build skyscrapers, shopping malls, and luxurious villas that ordinary people
can not afford

Figurel.13: A screenshot from the Homs Dream marketing project [syna@stment.com]

b2 2yfeé RAALIIFOAY3I LIS2L) S> odzi GKS Wl 2Ya bAIKGYLF
land and property confiscation anceoholition. The fact that this spatial distribution plan did not include

the Alawite areasndicates gentrification and changing the &tyacial compositio®” Homs exceeded

other Syrian cities, including the capital city of Damascus, in witnessingcsighifiatterns of urban
development that eased the settlement of the Alawi communities on the expanse of Sunni lands, perhaps
because of its importance in Syria as an economic center and the bridge between coastal-@aodstah

regions in the country

People of Homs tried taefuse the project, expressed disagreement, and even filed some complaints to
the city, all before the revolutiorNevertheless, it was not until 2011 that people were encouraged by the
Arab Uprisings to take the streets and squarggdjecting the project and removing Mayor lyad Ghazal
loudly and cooperativelyThus, New Clock Tower Square in Homs became the first urban environment in
Syria to regain its civic meaning in the public.eye

1.4 Research Approach

This research is interested understanding the 24hour protest that happened in the New Clock Tower
Square in Homs between the 1and 18" of April, 2011. In particular, through urban and architectural

%HeikoWA YYSYy s G{&NAIQa tIdK CNBY /AQBGAO ! LINRaAy3d (G2 |/ AQDAt
accessed February 23, 2023, https://carnegieendowment.org/2016/11/22/sypiath-from-civicuprisingto-civik
war-pub-66171.
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analyses and investigation, it aims to understand the significance of theOWmk Tower Square in Homs

in its political, social, and national contexts. It is a public place that has been prohibited from public
SELINBa&aA2Yy S LI NUGAOdz | NI & GKI G aktBelsamedinie, ifikte firstt QF (0 K
public Squaraevhere peaceful demonstrations took place during the Syrian revolution of 28&%eral

series of vital questions begin to arise, such as why did the people of Homs choose this Square to reclaim
and gather in, as well as what was its architectural rolarasirban space before, during, and after the
revolution of 201P

To answer these questions, the research uses the seminal theory of performativity by Judith Butler
through an architectural lens as a theoretical framework. This theory is essential imstussion of the
transformative power, produced effects, and ability to change and to be changed of a suljenttbrs

casa a spaceln this sense, performativity in architecture refers to a performance with transformative

power and the ability to leavespatial and social changes. This definition will help investigate the
architectural performance that had been going on in the Square for decades before the revolution and

led to the moment of the revolution. It will also be evident that the New Clock T@&geiare and its

spatiality were performative and prompted people to gather and act

Ly ddKAa gleéx ¢gKIFIG aASSYSR (2 06S | &aAYLI S ljdzSadazy
guestions. For instance, what architectural acts had the state lpegforming before the revolution?

What spatial and noispatial qualities made the Square a focal point for the revol®idfhat acts in the

OAGe RAR GKS {ljdzZr NBEQ& & LJ (W this Jeris@ théiréskavcdzillinyeStigdtey G K S
the ways in which the Syrian state used architecture as a performative act to control people, erase their
collective memory, and establish sogiolitical and economic goals. Also, the physical qualities and
symbolic meanings of the Square will be analyzedteustand the vital role that the Square played as a
revolutionary hub and how it provoked different actions for different people. Using the theory of
LISNF2NXYIF GAGAGE YR 5F@AR | I NBSeQa (GKS2NER 2F GKS N
the protestorg during a short time NS 3IA &d 0 SNBR GKSANJI aNRIKG G2 GKS OA
performed acts of expression, praying, social media use, and encampment. Overall, the research deals

with performativity in architecture and city developmigas it relates to collective memory and resistance

In essence, by shedding light on the physical dimension of the New Clock Tower Square in relation to the
symbolic through the theory of performativity, this thesis attempts to understand how the awthite

and urban setting of the Square pushed the two different architectural performances (by the state and by
the people) to happen in the same space

1.4.1 Methodology

This research uses several methods: case study analysis, where relevant cases wdiedetstwild a
theoretical framework for the resear@dnd to see how the theory of performativity is put into practice in

the subjects of unrest and statauilding through architecture and urbanism. These case studies will
prepare the ground for the follwing chapters to claim that building and unbuilding were performative
acts of the Syrian state. Also, cases of Arab cities like Cairo that experienced revolutions in central public
spaces will be studied to understand the role of urban spaces in timevolt.r

The research starts by using exploratory and explanat@thodsto gain a general understanding of the
subject. The exploratory method is usually used when limited information is available, which is true for
the Syrian case. It helps increase thederstanding of a given topic, by ascertaining how or why a
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particular phenomenon occurs, and potentially predict future occurreié€n the other hand, the
explanatory approach acknowledges research questions that have not been studied in depth eslentifi
the extent and nature of causand-effect relationships, and assesses the impacts of specific changes on
existing norms?®In effectby using these two methods, this research aims to explore the acts of the Syrian
state and the people in Homs to derivgetphysical and symbolic aspects of the New Clock Tower Square

Then the research adopts interpretive research methodology to collect information from different sources

to synthesize them. The synthesis bgiltpl vy | NBdzYSy & G KI G G wWeSBonly unthel Kt | NJi
bSg¢ [/ t201 ¢26SNI { | dzr NBDand 18"\eD1y. Edestiddly | this reBehrchembthod LINJR f
examines how the architecture of the Square provoked different actions in different actors

Testimonies from local architects andi& & 2F | 2YaQ 2fR OAdé& |yR odzZAfRA
how the Syrian state used architecture as a performative act to control people and establisp@dal

YR S$02y2YAO 321 f& Ay 1 2Yad ¢KS NB A& Symbdisk inlat 82 SEI
FAGGSYLIWG G2 dzyRSNEGEFYR AGa | NOKAGSOGdzNBEQa NRES GKI
morphological analysis and archival research, including satellite imagery, antique postcards, and historical
images

Due to the inabilityto interview people because of their fear of the security apparatus, the resesmeh
existing and published interviews (taken from social media, recorded videos, and personal narratives) of
citizens, political activists, and previous protestors. This d& helpful in collecting the urban acts of
people in the Square and explaining why their acts were performative and powerful. The acts are then
classified into acts of expression, praying, social media use, and encampment and developed into
drawings though mapping and 3D modeling

1.4.2 A Note on Positionalignd Reflexivity

As a child of parents who could not visit the country for having different political opinions from the regime,
| was exposed to terms like-Mukhabarat, AlAssad, and Alawite from ammdy age. This background has
helped me in this research to explain the Syrian situation to-8grian and Western readers. It was like a
prerequisite to approaching the Syrian dilemma

Another key aspect that helped me conduct the research is fluendyaibic. | was able to access Arabic
resources, related stories on social media, and documentaries. Being a Syrian researcher with relatives in
{@8NAI KSfLISR YS 3IFTAGKSNI AYTF2NN¥IGAZ2Y YR | 00Saa azd
master planfrom the municipality, which | used to produce the drawings and maps in this research. This

aspect became especially helpful as | did not visit the city for this research due to travel restrictions
imposed by COVID9 and the ongoing war in Syriln interpretive research, the reflexivity of the

researcher becomes essential. Reflexivity refers to how | conduct trustworthy research and how my sense
making may affect the resear¢hBeing Syrian has also allowed me to reach out to friends and family in

BEOELI 2N ( 2ReBearckS A B K ARKE 238 3¢ | 00SaaSR al NDK nX HnAnHOoX KU
methodology.net/researchmethodology/researckdesign/exploratoryresearch/.

¥g/ I dzal t wSaSl NOK oRedeadiMetidddayibg) a&asset NAK 4, 2023,
https://researchhmethodology.net/causatesearch/.

“peregrine Schwartg KS+ ' yR 5@2N) |, Fy283% aLyidSNLINSGA @Qutleagea S NOK

& CRC Presdune 17, 2013, https://www.routledge.com/InterpretiResearckDesigrConceptsand
Processes/SchwaH2heaYanow/p/book/978@15878081.
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Syria ad ask for their input on the research. In this context, speaking to people | know in Syria was useful
as | conducted the research because it made me pause, reflect, and think

1.5 Thesis Outline

After the introductory chapterchapter two comes to conduche literature review of the thesis. First, it
AYUNRRdzOS&a WdzZRAGK . dzif SNR& Ay FEdzSyaAlt GKS2NEBR 27
architecture course. Throughout this presentation, the chapter extracts and defines some charasteristic

of performativity, performative acts, and performative architectufé&e primary sources used in this part

FNBY W!I NOKAGSOUGdzZNBE Qa5 Pg&RNE Sl § R SeN@BNRBRNHonhah®Q Wave

¢ KS2NE F2N AWK KaSs8llledng®BiA 2/ R SEF YLX S& | NBY W! v dz
DN} @8Qa 9dmMAnHTQ 5 AYASINEMAGYRF A.y2 Y yYNOKMIINGO G dzNIF £ t N2 OS a
tftFO0OSQ o0& [Aal 1 SYNE .SyKIYIZ FYR Wt SNF2NXYIYiAGS | L
Amro Yaghiln this chapter, the research gets more specific by studying performaiated cases in

architecture and urbanism. The examined performances are building a state in the case study of the
Palestinian Authority, Urban Violence in Beirut, &etformativity in the city through the case study of
CFKNANI {ljdzr NBXS gKAOK A& &dzLI2NISR o0& 51 @AR | | NBSe
studies set the scene for claiming that certain acts by the Syrian state and the people of Homs are
performative, a concept the following chapters will build on

Chapter three presents an investigation of how the Syrian state used architecture before the revolution
of 2011 as a performative act to control people in the city of Homs through buildingréndiding. The
building acts are urban development patterns, including sectarian urban planning and heritage neglect.
Also, the building act includes the Homs Dream projectecliberal master plan prelating the conflict
Finally, the chapter examindle act of deconstruction during the revolution revealing that destruction

in Homs was not limited to places that hosted the rebellious movements

Chapter four is divided into two parts focusing on the New Clock Tower Square. The first part studies its
phya A Ol f A& YR &aédvyoz2fAayYd® LYaLANBR o6& | SYNA [ST¥So
and symbolic crucial roles in reordering power during the revolution. The second part studies the moment

and early days of the revolution in the Squarexamines the urban acts in the New Clock Tower Square

as performed by the people of Homs that resulted in reclaiming the Square and asserting their right to the

city. These acts includexpression, praying, social media use, and encampment

Chapter five g the concluding chapter, it addresses the research questions and literature review and
ONASTEe &adzYYFNAT Sa GKS FAYRAyIaAd ¢KS O2yOf dzarzy
architecture, in its two dimensions, may contribute to the broader transftion of the existing political

identity. Additionally, the chapter sheds light on the brutal reaction of the Syrian regime once they took
2OSN) GKS {ljdzZr NB RdzZNAy3I (GKS LINRPGSad OFYLW® hy GKS a
when they wee taken out of their Square, drawing evidence from the replication of the Clock Tower as

small models in Syrian diaspora
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2 Performativity in Architecture and Urbanism

2.1 Introduction

The Arab Spring spread across the Middle East during 2011 has peegredul reminder of the absent

public spaces and showed that the mobilized public recognizes the importance of public spaces in shaping

and governing the political ordét The occupation of public spaces one after another during these times

of revolt hasrevealed how resistance counters the strategic performance of the sbateng the Syrian
NE@2tdziaAz2zyQa SINIé& RIFIéda Ay 12Yas (GKAA RdzZftAdGe 27
its New Clock Tower Square. Therefore, it becomes helpfahédyze the duality between the urban
LISNF2NXYIyOS 2F fA0SNIGSR aL) O0Sa yR aidl dSqQa LISNF2
To analyze this duality, the seminal work of performativity by Judith Butler is used to analyze these dual
states, which diagsses the continuous reproduction of identities through performanthe chapter first

looks at how the theory has been explored in the architectural context and interpreted by various
scholars. It then theorizes performativity in architecture and thg ai they relate to collective memory

and resistance. In doing so, the chapter examines three cases in the Middle East: In Palestine, Lebanon,
and Egypt. In Palestine, the Palestinian Authority used architecture in favor of the state through
performative G a4 2F &G+ GS o6dZAft RAYy3Id Ly [So6ly2yT . SANHziQa
and reconstruction by the state are used to achieve spaiitical goalshy G KS 20 KSNJ KIF yR> 9
Square will be examined to understand the urban perfante in public squares through acts of spatial
movement and occupatian

This theoretical framework of performativity is integrated with other supplementary theories to cover the

scope and delimitations of the research. The right to the city concept byd Btarvey brings urbanism

and the collective actions and imagination of the people under one context, that of architecture in times
ofunrest] SYNA [ STSO0ONB yR / KIFINISa ¢NALLIQA AYydSNLINBGL
importance of thephysical space and the recognition of its form, function, and links in embracing the acts

2F NBaAadGlryOS 2NE Ay [STSoONBUE g2NRAX adKS LINROS
The analysis of performativity in these examples will help us understand pdré&brmativity is in
architecture and urbanism, specifically in unrest and conflicts. Some of these case studies look at
performative architecture on the scale of the buildings, while others will focus on the city scale, urbanism,

and everyday lifeThe two scales of performativity happened consecutively, the first by the state and the

other by the people who resisted the state

2.2 Performativityg Butler in the abstract sense

In the philosophy of language there are specific theories about speech act whithen the act of
speaking can become performative through sentences that denote and inspire action; this idea was

M KENI Sa ¢ENRALILIE at SNF2NNVAYI (KS t teF2NIX yEK SIKENS @zo2 R O 2 «
Constellation®0, no. 2 (June 2013): 2¢B5, https://doi.org/10.1111/cons.12030.

42Henri Lefebvre and Donald Nichols8mith, The Production of Spac&3. print (Malden: Blackwell Publishing,

2013).
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developed by J.L. Austiti Therefore, LISNF 2 N¥' I 6 A @Sa | NB aSydaSyoSa GKI
reality but also change the social rigalthey are describing** Judith Butler uses this theory to explore

GKS NBLISGAGAGS NBfliAz2ya 2F 3IASYRSNI IyR GKSAN aey
linguistic account challenging previously recognized standards about gender andtgeXbhal repetition

and imitation criteria for the interpretation of gender rethink the sequence of how gender is socially
constructed® Her discussion of performativity in the context of gender suggests that gender identity is

not an internal essence exgsgsed through behavior but results from repeated behaviors that imitate

gender normg® Accordingto Butlerg i KSNE A& y2 3ISYRSNJI ARSydGAdGe o0SKAYy
ARSYGAGE Ada LISNF2NXIGAGAGE O2yalAa bais SeRultddEdhisi KS @S
FylrfeaAra oNARy3Ia . dzif SNI G2 G4KS Ot AY GKIFG I 0NBLISG
of effects*®® In other words, gender is now regarded as a process and an action continually reformed
through each utterace; it is the success of this performance over time that achieves identification
regardless of any previous declaration or facts

9SSy G(K2dzAK . dzif SNNRa GKS2NE 2F 3ASYRSNI LISNF2NXI GA D
and philosophy, istill receives critiques from some scholars and socighistsL y KA & LI LISNJ & ¢ K
LISNF2NYIF GAGAGeY | ONRGAldzS 2F WAzZRAGK . dzif SNEEé D
AYRAGARIZ £t AdaY A&aadzS Ay . dzi f Seudy &f this 2nbidtetical bpproa¥htish y i | A y
problematic due to the limitations of an individualistic account of subject formation framed in exclusively

cultural terms*®

2.3 Performativity in Architecture

¢tKS SEGSyarzy 27F . dzif SNID4&is doReShy thirkifng abdGiShow aNgitfeati S O i dz
YIEGSNALFEAT Sas AdSods K2¢g GKS wasStFQ Aa Fftglkea Syidl:
bodily practices shape.it The temporal and transformative dimensions of the theory has inspired

scholas to use her argument in the architectural discouts@ Ly G KS & 021LJS 2 F LISNF 2 NY
the aim is to focus on what a building does rather than what it is and the fact that architecture should be
adaptable to the changing time, conditions and/@anment£°>2 In general, performativity was employed

43 John Langshaw Austin was a British philosopher of language and leading proponent of ordinary language

philosophy

44]. L. Austirdow to Do Things with Word&d ed, The William James Lectures 1955 (Oxford [Eng.]: Clarendon

Press, 1975).

SWdzR A U K Perfdailative Ndfs arid Gender2 Yy a G A GdziA2yY 'y 9aaleé Ay tKSy2yYSyz2
Theatre Journad0, no. 4 (December 1988): 5i3L.

46 Butler.

47 Judith ButlerGender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of IdéNtiw York: Routledge, 1990).

48 Judith ButlerBodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of(Sew York: Routledge, 1993).

“YDS2FF . 2dzOKSNE aG¢KS t2f AGAOAa 2 FPath&sNIRZO08) 1184A.OA G&Y |/ NA i
SOAyman Kasselh awSKSI NEAY 3 t SNIF 2 N ICieatiggSThréughSvinN Bnd Endofighs! NOK A (i S
first (London: CRC Press, 2022).

SSWEY { YAGKSNI YZ a{ LI GAFE t SNF2NNIGAGAGEKk{ LI GALFfg t SNF2NJ
69, https://doi.org/10.1080/13264826.2011.560387.

2YF 3a8SYZ GwWSKSINBASEHREI T2 ANF RXNKR G L5 IE dzhB o ¢
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in architecture to explore its transformative power and ability to change and to be changed. To gain a
deeper understanding, examining how the notion of performativity has been used is essential usvario
scales and types of spaces. In what follows, this chapter provides examples of how performativity was
incorporated into architecture differently.

YFEGFNRYlF . 2YYSOASNE Ay KSNJ OKF LJGSNI W!' vdzSSNI !yl f e
dperformativity as the regulated repetition of norms, where repetition is never comgtéte support

her queer argument in architectureéShe explains the concept behind E.1027 house being -multi
functionality where the same device is used for different msgs. For instance, the bed is the main

furniture in the living room, the dividing walls are sliding, windows can flip out and connect the inside

with the outside, and tables are foldable, extendable, and attachable (figure®.1 ¢ KA &4 GKSYS 27
functh 2y £t AGeé A& RS&ON STRus,lthe indxatt répdtios &f th®architddutalS G A G A 2
elements is seen as architecture that performs

Figure2.1: Living room with its bed, H)27[Dezeen]

[Adal 1 SYyNE . SYyKIY dzasSa .dzif SNR& ARSF 2F LISNF2NXI
construction of the norms while analyzing to what extent it is involved in this process. Her paper titled
W5APSNEAGE Ay ! BPEAGBOGWRI (i KENRONERXNNLROS 2F ttlC
performativity and spaceHenry Benham deploys performativity to change the stereotypical idea of

8B, dzif SNE 4Gt SNHGeNder ¥ DSAG@IA2YY 'y 93aale Ay tKSy2YSy2f 2:
SYFOGFNRYLEF . 2YyYyS@OASNE a! v dzS S Négdiafing Démesticity: Spatial Produ@idhy D NI & Q:
of Gender in Modern Architectured. Hildo Heynen and Baydar Gu'lsu'm (New York, 200538062
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architecture as a physical object aimdtead considers it a process where identities are fearwithin the
space®

| SyNE . SyKIY | f&az2 dziatAl S&a aAOKSt 58 / SNISIdzQa al
GKS aLISSOK | OQuAyakKaua o23%BdNHARSEPNIa0a waddbvalidlate 9 OS NE |
. dzli £ SNR& G K Sridrinbtivitg Be CBriguRIGsNdtekthat by walking, people depart from the

norms of a geometrical space creating and performing a different language of space. While walking in the

city, pedestrians give new meanings to places and streets that are @sétine as those initially assigned.

5S /SNISIdzQa fAy113S 2F GKS aLISSOK |00 GKS2NER | yR
that Butler can relate the speech act theory to a body acting within space and time

l'y2030KSNJ OF a$S heoig 6f&formatizityf isSallletl is i\bdali Boulevard in Amman, Jordan
Scholar Amro Yaghi prepared practled research inspired by the performativity theory to provoke
people to reperform dialogues about Pseugmiblic spaces in AmmaAThese spaces llmman appear

to be public because of their large squares, parks, and thoroughfares, but they are, in fact, owned and
controlled by private developers and neoliberal corporations. Thiperformance includes sharing
YIENNI GAGPSEa | yR & éepaidn&s in Inedlbeal puldid apades NsQperformative
methodology allows people to question and reflect upon the accessibility, social exclusion and inclusion,
and inequality of public space. Therefore, they reclaim and reproduce an alternative ppatie by
performing a dialogue

Performativity has thus gained much attention in architecture as a discipline. It has been used in different
ways: such as in Queer analysis, urban practice, diversity studies, and public interventions, to argue that
archtecture performs by prompting us to act. The term performative then refers to a gesture, a quality,

a potential, and an attitudeé® While performative architecture, according to David Leatherbarrow, reflects

a shift of orientation in architectural theory @& LIN} OG A OS FTNRY 6KI G (GKS o0dzAif RA
Fdzy OllA2y 0 (2 6KFG Al WR2 SEPTheceford, architdStid i tNidgrcbryed 8> A (0 a
an intervention, a performance, and an event with a transformative power capabbawihly spatial and

social changes. This definition allows us also to use architecture as an analytical tool to understand how
power relations structure and are embodied and performed in architecture. In the following sections, |

will use the notion of pedrmativity in architecture to study howarchitecture can provoke different

groups to act in certain ways

2.3.1 State Building as Performative At¢he Case of PA

SSpAaal /1 SYNEB . SYKFEYZI 4G5A@FNRAEE I ¥R 1KSK i SRS §/ OSNR &
Vision: Perspectives on Diversity and DesdnLinda Kiisk (Boston: AlA Diversity Committee and Boston Society of
Architects, 2003), XD7.

56 Michel de CerteauThe Pratice of Everyday Li{erkeley: University of California Press, 1984).

S YNB  , I 3KAZ at SNF2NXIFGAGS ! LILINE I OK Réclaitnidg PeohicSpdce A YA Y It «
through Intercultural Dialogué_IT, 2020).
BYlFaaSYZ awSKSEFENBAY3I | t SNF2NYIGADS ¢KS2NE F2NJ ! NOKA UGS

5 AR [ SIGKSNDFNNRSZ ! NOKA (P&forinatxidBrehitectiirged. Orbidkd . Ji SR t SNF 21
Kolarevic and Ali Malkawi, 1st Edition (New York: Routledge, 2004), 7.
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An example of where the theory of performativity by the state is traced is the Palestinian riytfiA)

F NOKAGSOGdzNE Ay (GKS 2Said .lyle® aAOKSttS tIF0S IyR {
GKS2NER (2 aK2¢ K2¢ (GKS tlFtSadAyAly | dzi K2Nhey @ Qa LIS
dzZa SR . dzif SNDa { KrgaleNd thdiPalestinaOex@teNde tinges thedlsiaeli occupation

while simultaneously seeking national liberation. While a Palestinian state does not officially exist, the
Palestinian government, as represented by the PA, suggested astitddéng progran in 2009 and acted,

according to the authors, as a functioning state. The authors conclude that it is an experience of absolute
theatrical statehood performed by the Palestinian Authority, the NGOs, and the international
community®! Spatially, the authordetail how the Palestinian state is populated by the stateless and how

the PA is reclaiming a state by building specific buildings or using a particular space. Hence using
architectureas @JSNF 2 N¥Ay 3 FOG G2 YF{1S | aidb &S| RygRrdes® RF 2 NY
of the Israeli occupation, PA institutions and national and international organizations are acting as
machinery for an actual Palestinian state through performative acts through architecture and urbanism

The fact that the PA is thanly platform that represents the Palestinian case internationally and the only
body acknowledged by the UN to be eligible to receive funds from international communities results in it
having a significant material presence in the everyday lives of axdPalestinian$? Salaried employees

are paid to perform as representatives of an absent Palestinian state in puljpilsegovernment
buildings®® Although the state is still ithe-making, some Palestinians still perform these theatrics
becausegat least hypothetically, it brings them closer to the arrival of a Palestinian state

¢KS Y2ald aArA3ayAFAOLYd AYLIOG YR gKIG ft26SR (KS
YEAYOGSYly0OS 2F (GKS LISNF2N)YI (A @ EmpaSsasiepetitivgand rizél f S NI &
performative acts. In the PA case, these performative acts are administrative through bureaucratic
procedures, physical through the built environment, and financial through salaried PA functionaries. For
example, the officesf PA officials are luxurious and wd#corated, with pictures hung everywhere of

their president shaking hands with foreign and walbwn politicians (figure 2.2). These performances

are meant to invoke that the PA officials are important figures witkiereign authority nationally and
internationally®* According to the authors, performing this state with its defined scripts while being aware

that it does not exist outside the stage engenders frustration, anger, and stress for all the actors

0 Michelle Pae and Somdeep Sefihe Palestinian Authority in the West Bafhkt ed. (London: Routledge, 2019).

51 The statehood performance by the PA started after the Oslo Accords in 1993. Noteworthy, the Oslo agreement is
a declaration of limited interim setjoverrment arrangements (PA) and was never meant to help establish an
independent sate of Palestine by any means.

52 pace and SefMhe Palestinian Authority in the West Bank

83Pace and Sen.

84Pace and Sen.
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Figure2.2: Palestinian Authority Civil Affairs Minister spemj¢o The Media Line in his office in Ramallah Showing pictures hung
behind himof president Mahmoud Abbas shaking hands witheotpoliticians [The M#a Line]

Ly KSNJ tKd5d Syirdft SR WeKS tI NR2E 2F wl YFfflFKY |
I NOKAGSOGdzZNBE +FyR ! NBFYy ¢2L323IANFLIKe { Ay GBit RMddp QX
institutions in Ramallah city. She uncovers hitw PA is paving the way for Ramallah to perform as a

capital city by concentrating governmental institutions in the north and south of the city and connecting

them with central squares. This alternative capital is refused and resisted by Palestinianstilivho

consider Jerusalem their historical capital

Jaber also analyzes the scale and monumentality of these institutions, like the Ministerial Complex and
GKS adzjldl QF 6 FA 3dzNB Gscaleduaildings/MmiRh extansive masgirfg Satd@ieof- NS I NJ
balance with the surrounding buildingsYlF {1 Ay 3 | &Gl aSyYSyd GKFG GKS t ! ¢
a2NB2@0SNE GKS a8YYSONAROFE FloerRS 2F (KS&S o0dzAif RA
Palestinian socie§’s One of the critical findingg8 ¥ WI 6 SNR& NBaSIF NOK Aa GKFG
urban investigation of government institutions exposes a polineional topography in Ramallah. A
topography that, through the analysis of the numbers, spatial organization, function, and arastiie

PA buildings, reveals the intent behind it, which is to allow the city to exist as an entity that is reminiscent

of a state

SAnwarJaberg KS t I NI R2E 2F wl Yttt KY 'y Ly@gSadaal dagly Ayidz t
Urban Topography Since 19@Sambridge: University of Cambridge, 2019).
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Figure2.4: The headquarter and administrative center of Palestine, aiswk as 4Mugata@ [Tumblr.com]
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2.3.2 Urban Violence (Destruction and ReconstructaanaPerformativeAct ¢ the Case of
Beirut

Another architectural performance by the state is what potentially could be called urban violence acts.

These acts, relate to conflictedhtes and contested cities, could be constructive or destructbara
CNB3I2ySasS Odzi Al Of2al8S G2 (GKS y2iA2y 2F LISNF2NXI G.
product and the tool of the r¢erritorialization of the citg®¢ Her study show that the urban environment

of Beirut during the Lebanese Civil War (19B®0) has become transformative through acts of
destruction and assault.

The influx of Palestinian refugees upon establishing the state of Israel-(B®¥3 ushered in significant
changes in the demographic balance of the Muslim population in Beirut, the capital of LeBamancity
experienced escalating tension between Christian and Muslim paramilitaries, Palestinian groups, as well
as Israeli and Syrian armiésnally,violentreligious conflicts increased to cause a civil war (1BF89)

which resulted in significant destruction in the city

From an analytical perspective, the destruction was not limited to being a side effect of the war. Instead,

it was a tool to target spefet buildings that reflected the identity of particular groups. According to Hiba

Bou Akar, this performative destruction of the built environment has resulted in segregated residential
geographies and ethneeligious boards that still exist today (figuteb). Fregonese also agrees in her book

W2 NJ FYR GKS /AlGeyY ! Nblty DS2LRtAGAOA Ay [Soly2yQ
and destroy civic values that embody the urban experidhige

56 Sara Fregones®yar and the City: Urban Geopolitics in Lebarist ed. (London: I.B. Tauris, 2020),
https://books.google.ca/books?id=pHI2zQEACAAJ.

HibaBouAkaC 2 NJ G KS 2 NJ , SG G2 |/ 2 Yfsy(Stanfoid:yStanfotivers®yPiedizi Q4 CNR Y
2018), http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=25764.

8 FregoneseWar and the City: Urban Geopolitics in Lebanon

25



l\
<& \l
" > \
e o / )
A~ e Wi 4 \
. o X X & [ g\
J . . . . h N I / :
3 . g 3
= > ]
3 ol v oy
. #3 n i i A ST :
s 3
4 ¥ x % e % & :
' - " e T
- & s % N H i .
. ¢ = o = a® 1F vo & &
\i * k) e e F L -'-‘ 3 iz
1] * £
P o - ¥
I\ ‘
Nt
™ ol Wk
2 S
S A .
f’,\_ "‘.:‘ "
\.\ = % -
| » b “
\ o P . WS
: \ . . o’ 14 4 - Fon .‘
Mosques \ . e AN
\ . — & b’ o . . .
"\ oo uﬁ----""“"".‘ . ..
& chureh | g ... Ve [ p ==
\ - » - £ 68 /
‘e, Demarcation Line - . & - e . - 7
'o.l \ e o » - '0. . o
. . /
. - /
\ . e . . ‘;’ /
s " o = - Lo //
» a® - e " J ,,
7 . - = .
. = s, | » . . w /-
——- .. Y =
[ 3 » / ‘-
] [ -
| k\ (=]
\

2F GKAA |
K2GSfaoQ

¢ KA a

Figure2.5: Map showing the religious distribution of Beirut comntiesi between the East and West [RASHASUKKARIEH)]
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LISNF2NXYIF A DS RS&(NYz
& laridindriQuxwidus hotele) feNdrme& by Milzipl@political parties in
1975 and 1976~or example, the Holiday Inn hotel was fought over by theviaig Murabitun(Muslim)
militia and the righiwing Lebanese Forces (figure 2.6). This destructivemeance by the Murabitun
conveyed that this was a victory of pémabism over Lebanonist particularism and an assault by the poor

on a luxuryenclave® It was also a place of interest to the Murabitun and other parties due to its strategic
location in thecity center and its strategic function of providing visibility over the. city

@)
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Figure2.6: Holiday Inn Hotel as a battleground again Lebanoit @far [Wiki Commonjs

The conflict at the center of Beirut ended in 1990 and resulted in a divided city between the west and the

east. In this context of urban colii I yR GKS &I NJ Ay (GKS OAG&3X DNMzA I
destruction of the urban environment of Beirut as an UrbicideK S @A 2f Sy OS 3 Ayad
Crowd defines urbicide as the deliberate destruction of shared spaces to eradicatepebtoal
KSGSNRr3aISySAGed Ly 5SSy {KINLQa SELXFylFGA2Yy S dzNBAO
and their social relations. These definitions suggest that urbicide is a performative act with powerful
outcomes in its aftermath

According ¢ Sultan Barakat, reconstruction is similar to destruction, as it is a symbolic act and a temporal
political process. Its functional performance is determiri®dthe positionality of the subjects, their
understanding of the past, and their desire to infiwethe future.’”®. NRS & Odz | ydvenGidBa 2y Sa S
urban violence (urbicide) to the reconstruction process in Beirut. The politics behind the reconstruction

in Beirut following At QA T 1 BeNBAS YoSly2i Y2 @S 2y a@Ehusithefcif OA PRI & QS

0 Sultan Barakat, edAfter the Conflict: Reconstruction and Development in the Aftermath of Mtarnational

Library of War Studies 1 (London: I.B. Tauris, 2005).

¢ KS ¢ leenkrit was SigNdd in Saudi Arabia in 1989, the product of negotiations mediated by Saudi Arabia

and the USA, with Syria and other Arab states in the background, with the intent of ending the war, and

reintegrating Lebanon in the Arab world and reassertiagirab identity.

PRNBY . FNI1Z w52y Qi aSyldizy (KRR €2 NEKRI BkSy $24 AN Otiz2 2 F¢
Middle East Journdl, no. 1 (2007): 490.
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architecture was reconstructed to perform an undivided city and a single state, ignoring existing territorial
segregation between neighborhoods

In addition to performing a seeming unity, the reconstruction of Besauight to present the city a&
symbol of one of the strongest economies in the Middle East with its entrepreneurial Lebanese nation.
I 2yaSljdzsSy it &aLINRRS OW{ il ARINBIY OKSR Ay wmdpdpn (2 NBaKL
laws were formulated in line with the Solideproject, such as the National Law 117 of 1991, which
regulates Lebanese real estate companies aiming to reconstructiaranged areas. The project was
legalized to expropriate city center property, compensating-weg owners with company sharésAn

urban masterplan was developed to demolish many existing buildings to reconstruct -ataigtard
designed city center with immaculate public spaces and a homogeneous look (figuieVBrgover, the

limits of the Solidere project for the reconstructionagntral Beirut andts marketing target a particular
strata which hagesulted in an additional division this time physically between the upper class and

the rest of the city (figure 2.8). It is worth mentioning that the people heavily criticized tlreszrgmental
strategies of reconstruction for their opacity, treatment of owners, destruction of heritage buildings that
are in good shape, and the project neglect of other areas in the®city

Figure2.7: The main Square in Beirut downtown Najma Squdeenonstrating a higistandard
designed city center with immaculate public spaces @ homogeneous look [Solidere]

7 Solidere refers to the Development and Reconstruction of the Beirut Central District, it is-atgmktcompany

established in 1994.

74 Nabil Rached, Public Relations and Communication Responsible, Solidere, 2009.

5 Aseel Sawalh&econstructing Beirut: Memory and Space in a Postwar Arabl6itgd Jamal and Rania Daniel

Series in Contemporary History, Politics, Culture, and Religion of the Levant (Austin: University of Texas Press,

2010).

®Tarek Saad Ragab ¢ ¢ KS / NA&aAad 2F /[ dzf GdzNI f -BREY i XdigskZBang. 1 wWSKF 0 AT A
(February 1, 2011): 1@74, https://doi.org/10.1016/].cities.2010.04.001.
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City Center/
Solidere Site

Lo West Beirut East Beirut

...........

Figure2.8: Map of Beirut showing both division in the city; between West and East, and between upper class of Sdlittere a
rest of the city [author]

Therefore, deconstruction and reconstruction are seen as performative acts of urban violence with
operational processes and outcomes. It becomes cleardestruction and urbicide have served as a tool

for the re-territorialization of the city. It also uncovers how reconstruction has served as a collective way

of erasing the pasts, asasymbolofan&wLl y2y GKF{d O2dzZ R GF{1S ol O]l Ada
and geopolitical system, and as a tool of land acquisitions and gentrification of the city.center

2.4 Performativity in the citg The case of Tahrir

Observing the experience of how urban setSrand mass demonstrations undermine the political order

has attracted the attention of researchers over the past two deca@mmsequentlyii SN a f A 1S Wi
LINR S & @t byN@ssizd Befzelmédh | Y R Wi KS  LiINGR Juith Butle® Anvid Jeigenbaum,

Fabian Frenzel, and Patrick McCurdyegan appearing in an attempt to conceptualize the event of
accessing and occupying public spaces, their spatial qualities, and their outcomes. In these urban studies,

the theories the right to the city by Harygespaceproduction by Lefebvre, and performing the public by

Tripp provide a critical framework for understanding how urban spaces of the city are produced and
claimed during revolutions

7 Jessica Heizelman in 2011 won the Tufts GIS Poster Expo by identifying strategicrputes for civil
resistance, an analysis of optimal approaches of Tahrir Square in Cairo.
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The occupation and spatial movements of ordinary city citizens are pertbtmencounter the regime's
failing systenT® However, thase acts of civil resistance are to be performed and demand physical arenas.
Therefore, hundreds of thousands of protestors took to the streets and appropriated public key squares
in organized spatidhctics and movements that attracted attention worldwide. It was as if the mobilized
public occupied a space that long made sense to them, but that could now be used to face down the
overweening power of the regim@

In the following sections, | will aryale the two acts of resistance, the act of spatial movement and the act

of occupation, by examining Tahrir Square in Cairo through the lens of performativity. By doing so, Tahrir
Square will be used as a vehicle to understand and analyze the events @dzBNANBE R Ay | 2 Y& @
events happened before the uprising in Homs, and their impacts have already been observed and
analyzed

2.4.1 Spatial Qualities and Movements as Performative Acts

Demonstrations of the Arab Spring, such as Tunis, Cairo, AlexéBelnghazi, Manama, and Homs, have
common spatial qualities regarding their movements and locations. Small protests gathered at
neighborhood Mosques and then marched as mobilized crowds to the main public space. In other words,
urban spaces in cities havedretreated as the stage of the performative acts by protesters stemming

from urban and rural areas. This spatial movement was mostly repeated on Ffmbysing the
congregational pray€et’ Protesters converge on vital public spaces of the city to ocaupgigterm state

controlled space. Although tteB I A YSWa F2NDSa AYYSRAFGSte LINBGSyi
critical public spaces, protestors confront the military which leads to some successful cases of gathering

in such pivotal spaces

Chales Tripp stresses the essential role of the urban public space in the Arab Uprising. He states that

G6KSGKSNI Ay ¢dzyAds Ay GKS OAGASE 2F 9328Liiz {&NRF

meaningful setting for actio@®Therefore, upn closer inspection of some revolutionary spaces, such as
the demonstrations of the Avenue Bourguiba in Tunis, Tahrir Square in Cairo, Benghazi Square in Libya,
and the Pearl Roundabout in Bahrain, this spatial importance becomes more apparent. Avergugtizou

is near the interior ministry, Benghazi square is close to North Benghazi law court, and the Pearl
Roundabout is at the heart of Manama, the capital of Bahrain (figures 2.9 to 2.11). The Pearl apartment
towers and the Bahrain Central Markets surrduthe latter. During the uprising in Bahrain, the
government forces exploded the statues linked to the collective memory of histariegts in the country

(figure 212). The common aspect of all the chosen places for the protests in the previous exmtlplts
aeyvyozfa 0GKIFG 02y @Swehasd, k8 couddzpdrimnets; ang badsing These symbolic
buildings convey powerful messages about their potential for resistance and the power relations that they
produce®?

BWAzZRAGK . dzif SNE a. 2RAS& Ay EIPAPEUrop€ns Ingtitytdfor @risgiessive Guliutalh O a
Policies 2011, http://eépcp.net/transversal/1011/butler/en.
PENRALILIE Gt SNF2NXVAY3I (GKS tdzofAOdé
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8 Congregational prayer (Salat\WdzY' I QF 0 A& F G | NP dzy R odiaRadd/religiousvagtivitg ¥ CNA R & 2

where Muslims come together to gather, pray, and socialize.
B¢ NA LILIE &t SNF2NNAYy 3 (GKS tdzofAOdé
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Figure2.9: Avenue Habib Bourguiba in Tunis, showing proximity to the inteffostny [author]
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Figure2.10: Benghazi Square in Libya, also known as Tahrir, n&drth Court oBenghazi [author]
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Figure2.11: Pearl Roundabout is at the heart of Manama close to the Pearl apartment towers aBdlttresn
Central Markets [author]

Figure2.12: Demolishing of the Statue at Pearl Roundabout, Site of@amternment Protest in Bahrain
[jadaliyya.com]

Tahrir Square will be analyzed more deeply through this spatial quality and the movement lens to further
understand how space could beformative during times of revolt. The Square is the primary public
town square in Cairo, Egypt was located west of the colonial district in the late 1800s, close to the Nile
and downtown. This large and irregularly shaped Square is a busy trafkcicithe city with 1(access
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points (figure 2.13). The Square has been at the heart of the political transformations since Cairo accessed

the status of a modern capit&t There is a sense of enclosure created by the surrounding tall buildings. It

is alsosurrounded by important government buildings and monuments like the Egyptian museum, the

Arab League Headquarter, the NDP headquarters building, the old American University Campus, the Nile
Hotel, andr the largest governmental headquarter in Egyghe Mo3 I Y I 6 FA 3dzNE H dmn ®0 ®
words, this Mogamaa, at the southern edge of the Square, has an iconic curved design that creates a
dramatic backstage directing sight toward its front plaza. Moreovet, AIK I NE G KS OAGe&Qa TA
near this geernmental building

8l dzaalyY |1 dzaaSAy {FflYlIZXZ a&c¢l KNXNEerhajodzl JBnallof AichitetNdali A @S 2 F |
Research ArchnéfAR7, no. 1 (2013): 1288, https://doi.org/10.26687/archnetjar.v7il1.130.
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Figure2.14: Land use around Tahrir Squaaaifhor]

This location also has historical importance amdiective memory that used to invoke resistance during

the Egyptian revolution of 2011. Firstly, it had been a site of protest and congregation since the British
colonial era. Secondly, in 19446pn T YR 06SFTF2NB (KS . N ( A-Bilkandihe? 2 LIA Q
handover of the barracks to the Egyptian authorities, it was the site where thirty protesters at ENibr al
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were murdered®* Such transformative events granted the Square its everlasting symbolic meaning of
gatherings and protests. Lefebvre aeguthat the urban setting is shaped by active and complex
intersecting networks that are in constant change according to those holding and exercising power in the
society® When this power is integrated into the urban fabric, the fabric will in returnytec@nstraints

that offer unforeseen outcome¥ Evidently, this means that Tahrir Square is made of its social relations
and those that exert power

Because of the spatial and historical importance of the Squareea forces were brutally attacking
proteda 1 SNE | YR LINB@SyiliAy3d GKSY FTNRY NBFOKAYy3a AGZI | &
battlefield of Tahrir Square here was a mutual feeling between the regime and the protestors that
whoever lost access to Tahrir would lose the figfHEventually, protesters could cross from Qasr el Nile
Bridge and reach Tahrir Square after multiple clashes with the security forces. They didlaoniyg a

route for their protest to prevent the regime forces from hindering the mass demonstrations (2gLig

Their plan required the protestors to meet at Mosques, then gather in alleys and side streets and gradually
converge on major roads while heading to their destination until they formed a massive crowd at the
point of Tahrir® For several days, thegBare and its surrounding buildings were used differently. This
new dynamic and change in the circulation around the Square inspired Heizlman to identify critical
strategic elements for a successful protest route using spatial information and GIS date.€ldraents

are gathering points, types of routes, and convergence points (figure 1.16). Her research stresses spatial
mapping narratives to understand the mechanisms of these liberated public spiacéisis sense,
reclaiming Tahrir Square was attributemthe temporal and spatial qualities of the Square that invoked
collective memories and performative acts of organized spatial movements
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Figure2.15: How to denonstrate intelligently Manual [anonymous
pamphlet, Cairo, 2011]

a2KFYSR 9f aKIl KaS2RRES Nj/CAF GO RYSEL Y2IF3 S t SNF2NX I y OS> YR ¢NI Y
aSUNRLRtAAZE hOU20SNIHHYE HANTO®

85| efebvre and NicholseSmith,The Production of Space

86 | efebvre and NicholseSmith.

87 According to Farha Ghannam, an anthropologyf@ssor at Swarthmore College

BWSEAAOF | SAT St YIyYyS &L RSy CnifResksiirite An ikidlysis SDptidal AppdacHesitdh w2 dz
¢ KNRA NJ { |j dzI NFuftd @S Pobtér B, 20BitH: Asitds. thifts. edu/gis/files/2013/02/CairoPoster.pdf.
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Identifying Strategic Protest Routes for Civil Resistance

An Analysis of Optimal Approaches to Tahrir Square in Cairo, Egypt

N P protest collection areas of high population
Project Description density through which protesters walk to col-
A recent surge n civ i\ resistance, or strategic  lect additional supporters and protest approach
routes on major streets that accommodate
large groups that are more difficult to dis-
perse; and 3) convergence points where

o smaller groups of protester merge (o increase
epped down from power after three  strength in order to approach the destination
ule. His resignation was a result
of widespread protests which included the oc-  Publicly available data was used to the extent
cupation of Tahrir Square possible to simulate the resources available to

protest organizers. Each of the three strategic

Many previous eforts to accupy the square  clements were assigned criteria based on the
had failed. The Egyptian police were expertat strategy employed in Egypt
breaking up groups of protesters. “We had t©
find a way to prevent security from making
their cordon and stopping us,” said 4 1-year-
old Basem Kamel. Basem and approximately  Many of the Egyptian protest routes met at

while the protest routes used the size, dis-
tance and density of roads to determine op-
mal arcas and routes.

and convergence combined on a
single ma e for protest
organizers

Results
er Rroups of protesters CONVerge  The results of this project demonstrate that
Tahrit — GIS tools can be used for plotting strategic
approach routes. The criteria  routes for protest using criteria that can
mvergence points in this change based on the unique geospatial envi-
analyas wete ronment

3. Convergence Points

* Between 1.5 and 3 km walking

In Cairo, the optimal gathering points, sira-
distance from Tahrir Square P 8 '8 P

tegic routes and convergence points are not

a dozen other protest organizers spent two  mosques. Optimal mosques were selected « High density of road junctions always located in an obvious path (i.e. opti-
weeks strategizing, planning a strategic ap- based on © In or buffering open space to allow  mal mosques located in areas with low road
roach to Tahrir Square. y ¢ for large group movement lensity or convergence points gath-
L T  Far distance from police stations to re- R Seuslty or comvergence point “"""“;I«‘“"‘
% ) teeeadates ing points in se proximity). The
duce likelihood of police action '8 Ly
lhh.,'_ px(||‘<u builds  pon I:chmqurlused in does [hetlionds p ap does, how rovide protest organ-
protest and exa 1S  High road dens
the Egyptian protest and examines h igh road densi ers with some basic instruction on where

tools can be used to identify strategic gather-
ing points and protest routes based o
information.

Translated protest pamphlet

population density

o start, what direction to head and where to
converge for the final approach

Limitations

alyss, for nstance,  complete lsting of
mosques or police stations was not avail-
able. Population was not available at the
desired scale — road density had to be

O used as a proxy. Open space and road data
that could be analyzed as a network had to
© be acquired from priva

poi
S N

Methodology Square. Optimal protest route criteria was:

This analysis starts by idcnfifying thece criti-  Protest collection area: High road density A

cal strategic elements for a successful protest area (as a proxy for population)

route: 1) gathring points where demonstrators # Protest approach: Most diectroute to

i ioed 1,05
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Figure2.16: How to demonstrate intelligently [anonymous pamphlet, Ca2@i, 1]

2.4.2 Occupying the Space: Sodtallitical Movements as Performative Acts

The recent wave of public space occupation, during the revolt times of North Africa, the Middle East, the
United States, and Europe, brought into being a mobilized public, a cedidotice, and a new political
order.® This successful strategy of the protest camp has been used to express opposition against
dictatorships in the Middle East and global governmental policies like capitalism and neoliberalism. Again,
the act of occupyin@g public space spread across Tunisia, Libya, Bahrain, Egypt, and Syria to protest
against the hereditary family rule and their brutal security system and tairadhe public space (figures

2.17 to 220). The camp was also articulated in Zuccotti PaNew York by Occupy Wall Movement to
show opposition against government policies, nealdhsm, and capitalism (figure.2l). Throughout
history, the protest camp occurred in several instances, such as the student protest of the 1960s,-the anti
nuclearack A aida |4 DNBSYKIY [ 2 2ntanpmeNhinlPyrliamdntédSquare,f 2 v 3
London, and the protests camp that filled central Beirut for months from 2005 to.2007

GAOa 27
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Studies20, no. 1 (2013): 1459, https://doi.org/10.1177/0969776412459863.
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Figure2.17: Protesters marclon Avenue HabiBourguiba in Tunis [voanews.com]

Figure2.18: Demonstrators at Pearl Rodabout, Bahrain [WordPress.com]
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Figure2.20: Demonstration in Homs against theri@n Government [aljazeera.com]
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Figure2.21: Zuccotti Park itlNew York is occupied by Occupy Wall Street protest@@libf[The New York Tims

dz f SNJ Llzi GKA& LISNF2NXIyOS 2F 200dz2LlAy3a &Ll O0S A
actions of the crowd collect the space itself, gather the pavementi animate and organize the
architectured’® In the same reference to Tahrir, Henry argues that people collective actions registered
2y G2 GKS aljdzZ NB (tKHe xighd tamehifBk the collctivé ik&ginalidn (addédesire
through the built envionment® To occupy Tahrir Square, people had to camp and form a spatial
foundation of opposition and resistance by creating a continuing persistence for political clargese
persistence techniques will be referred to in this thesis as spaiitical performances. They emerge from
public squares, such as Tahrir Square, making these squares a miniature version of a city where social and
political acts are performed by people in order to resist the statee sociepolitical performances that
emerged fromTahrir Square, according to Bassma Abou El Fadlmapsinhar BhDii £ SR W! t SNF 21
Space:Socip LI GAFE t N OGAOSa Ay ¢ KNRANJI { | dzinthBle aRsizfiA y 3 { K
hospitalization, praying, art expression, media coveragepping, and meeting needs (figures 2.22 to
2.26).Moreover, a virtual Tahrir Square was established on Facebook to be an information hub and to
provide a platform for those whoould not physically be present to perform in the Square

. dzif SNE d. 2RASa Ay !fftAlLyOS yR GKS t2fA0A0a 2F (KS {i
251 GAR | I NBS@ I & ¢tNedLelvReddwip. 56 @ctabés § 2009):@a.5 ¢
B dzit SNE a.2RASa Ay !'ftAlLyOS FyR GKS t2fAGA0a 2F GKS {i



Figure2.22: Mapping art spatial practice in Tahrir SquBassma Abou El Fadl

Figure2.23: MappingMedia and News display spatial practi¢es ahrir SquargBassna Abou EI Fapll
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