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Fig.3.53  Rock Cut and Observation Tower

Rock that is blasted and slag that is removed in the construction of the building are left on the site as a 
way of revealing the tensions between a “productive” landscape, and the consequences of the process.  
Some varieties of slag may be re-purposed as an aggregate in concrete or as a paving material, here it is 
re-imagined as the fill for a gabion basket facade.  The cut through the landscape is curatorial - positioning 
you between the natural rock face and the fragmented wall of slag - providing a sense of scale and depth 
to the dump site. 

Coloured lighting in the stairwell of the observation tower is coordinated with data from the air monitoring 
stations in the vicinity and each viewing deck of the observation tower acts as a measure of each level of 
the slag heap.  One of these at a vantage point from which you can see the edges of the grassy facade that 
has been applied to the heap.
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Fig.3.54  Section A
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Fig.3.55  Section B

The ribbon ascends the height of the heap in sweeping stair cases for more casual reading space.  The 
wall of archival storage in this space is a fully glazed shelving system, displaying some of the less sensitive 
records.  At the current archives building, storage is on the lowest level, maintaining a distance between the 
records and the third floor ‘public reading room’.  

Passing through the stair at the lowest level continues the lowest loop, the administrative and processing 
area of the archive.
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Fig.3.56  Archive Staircase

The principal materials in the archive are concrete and wood.  As the stair ascends it passes by the archival 
storage.  The wall which separates the ‘tunnel’ from the storage area is a full height shelving system.  The 
material is processed and curated from behind, accessible from the front by a sliding glass door system; 
reinforcing a relationship between the public, the archivists and the material.

210



211



0 1 2 5 10 20

M

N

Fig.3.57  Section C
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Fig.3.58  Section D
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Fig.3.59  Visitor Centre and Lab Entrance

The face of the workshop is clad in vertical wood louvres to control southern exposure.  Board form concrete, 
is used at the entrance, and copper clads the auditorium which book ends the building.  The entrance and 
facade facing Sand Pit Lake are clad in a polished black metal, reflecting back a view of the lake and park.
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CONCLUSION

Fig.3.60 (opposite) View from West End hilltop towards iconic Sudbury water tower, July 2014

Although beyond the intended scope of this thesis, I hope that the critique of restoration in Sudbury, Ontario suggests 
a broader criticism; one which implicates the contemporary sustainability agenda in an ‘either/or’ approach to both 
landscape and architectural design.  As imperatives for sustainable action evolve and expand, we must also evaluate 
the metrics by which its successes are measured.  For the most part, sustainability has been viewed as a problem of 
ecological and physical health: a development and preservation of processes that support life.  How might sustainability 
address the thesis trialectic - sociology, geography and history - as an alternative to conventional ideas of health?  
Mirko Zardini feels that today: 

 
Architects are telling you their buildings are sustainable, even though the environments they place the 
buildings in are not.  The idea of sustainability, in reality, is not a technical problem but it’s more a political, 
social and economic issue.1  

A sustainability narrative simplifies the everyday intimate relationships between community and industry, assuming 
a standardized and prescriptive approach that ultimately suppresses diversity.  In the opening lines of his book The 
Already Dead, Cazdyn states, 

The lesson here is that if you really want to understand a system and make significant change (and not just 
manage symptoms), you must look away from what appears to be the immediate crisis and toward the crisis 
that is at work even when the system is functioning well.  The crisis constitutes the system itself; the system 
cannot function without its internal crisis.2

Regreening was initiated at a moment when public criticism - tied to the economic viability of the city, the physical 
health of the population, and the quality of the environment - reached a critical mass.  Over one hundred years after 
the opening of the first mine, many historic sites are being further explored and new mines are being introduced.  
Despite the outward appearance of a ‘healing’ landscape, and the merits of improved industrial operations, ‘damaged’ 
landscapes are still being produced.  Regreening is conceived as a remedy for the negative imagery commonly 
associated with the city, but as a consequence disguises or detracts from alternative possibilities.  The complex social, 
geographical and historical relationships of any context includes their inherent contradictions and frictions.  The 
architect must act as a curator to forge these connections and juxtapositions.   

The landscape and architectural design of an Interpretive Landscape Archive and Laboratory, brings the Social, 
Geographical and Historical context of the city into acute focus.  The architectural intervention in the slag heap 
recovers the ways in which regreening has effectively erased the realities of its construction.  Metaphorically the design 
of the archive ‘mines’ the landscape for a value other than nickel or another commodity: for the information about 
Sudbury’s industrial and reclaimed landscapes.  The act of walking the trail and entering the building reinforces both 
sides of the narrative (restoration and degradation) by; forging connections to and an awareness of the hazardous sites 
that exist outside the urban condition; juxtaposing construction methods across fragmented and in-place geological 
formations; and, integrating natural and cultural heritage. 

Although sustainability remains integral to the future of architectural design, contributing to the reduction of pollution 
and the intelligent management of resources, architecture is much more than a technical device for eliminating or 
reducing pollution.  It is the device through which we come in contact with our diverse and complex local contexts.

1	 Mirko Zardini, quoted in: Paul Makovsky, “Game Changers|Mirko Zardini”, Metropolis Magazine, Jan. 2012. http://www.metropolismag.
com/January-2012/Game-Changers-Mirko-Zardini/

2	 Cazdyn, The Already Dead, 1.
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