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Abstract
TL:DR

Work, social lives, and leisure practices are increasingly digitally mediated, and as more and
more of our interactions move online, we seek out platforms and communities where we can
share ideas and interact with others. Social networkieg, $orums, and other socially oriented
digitally networkedspaces have created opportunities for communities of shared interest to come
together, permitting even the smallest of interest groups to feel as though they have a home and
meeting place. On@tation where this kind of community formation happens readily is
reddit.com, a website designed to aggregate content from users and other websites into interest
based collections. Users can join and follow communities about nearly any topic, and eurate th
experience to show only content that aligns with their beliefs, ideologies, or desires. Along with
social groups like fan fictiowritersor bird watchers, the ease of gathering and sharing ideas on
social platforms like reddit has allowether nichegroups with antequity, farright, and
prejudicial views to find community as well
supremacist groups, this has lededdit communities ithe online manosphere.

The manosphere is a loose collection of-fatiinist groups that share a focus on aspect
of mendés rights, Western gender traditionalis
manosphere group ideologies are less of a continuum from mundane to militant, but rather like a
loose collection of affiliatedroups Each manosphere group carries its own understandings
about men and masculinities, and these are reflected in the ways these groups welcome (or do
not welcome) men representing different versions of masculinity, and accept them as group
members andfaas men. With a complicated history, growing numbers, and in some cases
feminist roots, the manosphere and its popular constituent groups require examination.

The purpose of this research was to explore the discourses of masculinity in two different
subgroups of the manosphere, to compare them, and gain insight into how those discourses
influence community ideologyJsing digital ethnographic methods, thésearch xaminesthe
discourses of masculinity in tiéMensRights and /r/TheRedPill s@bmmunities of the
website reddit.com this research engages the following research queatimigliscourses of
masculinity are embedded in the reddit manosphere spaces of /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPIill,
how do they ompare, and how are these discourses disseminated and monitored to maintain
collective group ideologies®nd What role might reddit play, through /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPill, in connecting manosphere communities, and pushing users toward more radical
viewpoints about gender and pow@it¥e ongoing act of conducting this research in a digital
setting also generated a third questMfinat indicators or guideposts would have been useful as
a novice digital qualitative researcher to help me better planlagew®nduct, and theorise my
digital ethnographic research?

The introductory chapters introduce the ar
movement, as well as share the theoretical perspectives and methodological approach that frame
the project. Thee chapters are followed by three manuscripts that present empirical refractions
based on my research, as well as the development of a digital ethnographietbtdwsg. The
first manuscriptchapteR Ent i t |l ed t o everyt hi ngredDs®wgsensi bl e
of Anti feminism, Bi ol ogical Det e renxplores hown, and
the three mainstays of antifeminism, biological determinism, and violence provide covert and
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overt support f or men 06 sonreddd. inths chaptedl examiperh@avna c i s
these discourses are gendered to contrast o6na
subordination in a feminist society. The second manuséript Posi ti ve Il dentity
Pathways to faright participation through /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedRillo s i t i ons r edd
affordances as important contributorctammunityproliferation. Using the shared ideological
commitment to gendered traditionalism of these two reddit commyrgtiesd Fr ancissco Bo
(1996)explication of the lefright political spectrum, i8 manuscript positions /r/MensRights

and /r/TheRedPill as faight communities. Touching on the hard and soft misogyny of these
communities as entry points into ideological pipelines, it locates reddit as a perpetuating force

for far-right conversion angrogression. The thinchanuscripis a refraction of my

methodological struggles in collection of empirical materials, and the theoretical development of

a way to think through the complexity of doing research in digitally mediated contexts.

Applicationof a Digital Ethnographic Assemblage Thedigthodi theResearch
Technoassemblageplores the challenges of using ethnographic methods in aniige

communities and the messy intersections of technological systems, people behind the users, the
person bkind the researcher, and our (presumed) willful ignorance of that complexity. It

concludes with a call for research that recognizes and better addresses the need to see and
understand these complexities in all research with digitally mediated comporeamtslude

with a reflection on where to go from here, stepping forward with this research into continued
exploration of digital complexity and how it
groups.

The final chapter brings together the introductdmgpters and manuscripts, aegiews
their contributi ons tright, and mansspherd gommuhitiespasrwélls r i ¢
as leisure and leisure research. {siteates the importance of studying contentious groups like
those studied herend repositions me as a researcher relative to the groupsshaty It
concludes with reflections for leisure researchers to consider, as well as avenues for future
inquiry that were illuminated by the findings from this study, includihg need for more
Canadiardocused study of manosphere andright groupsthe need to better study and map
masculinities within the manosphetke need to interrogate and work with empathy as a
researcher of contentious worldvievasid a call to be mre thorough and considered when
conducting research in and on online communities.
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1 : Preface: How the project found me
"So the 6églass ceilingdé is probably due to
than discrimination or lack of opportunity.”
"High-level intellectual activity is related testosterone."
- The manifesto of Roy Den Hollander

In the summer of 2020, a §@arold White* male lawyer with terminal cancer shot and killed a
20-yearold man and gravely wounded his fatirethe front doorway of their New Jersey home.
Dressed as a FedEx delivery person, the gunman shot both men, thele fiexlild later take

his own life in New York statdDaniel and Mark Anderl were the son and husband of US federal

JudgeEsther Salgsard at the time of the shooting the motives were unclear

A

It was revealed later thdtite gunmands name was Roy Den Hol
pending before Salas addressing the idea of discrimination againgt therlnited States
mandatory selective service enrollmére., themaleonly military draf). Den Hollander was an
actvenends rights advocat e, br iesagdpnobijcpsliesher al cas
saw as disproportionately advantaging women o0
website, still active in February of 2021ti://www.roydenhollander.coydescribesim as the

A A AReministLawyeo and opens with the tag |line ANow i
for their rights be(@DenHellanden 8021hessite@ovidesthe i ght s |
details of the casestomehidresanegandalirtkéobeen mends r i
scammed.coma website calling itself an organizati
communicate, enlighten, educate, and elucidate about the growing Feminazi tyranny over the

minds of men and social institutian@BeenScammed.com, 2021Beenscammed.com has very

little content, and the only identifyingformationavailable about who runs the sisean email

address, the same address that can be found a
BeenScammeccoma | so cont ains a | i rSkpidFaggibgecoglwHiohl | ander
rails against fAa system infected with feminis

Den Hol |l ander 6s drvskooting theAydsrls oot the nerin forl those c e
engaged with mebutheis also ngtlalbnelwaof thei mostvalety,recognized

11 capitalise White throughout this document as | agree with Nell Irvin Pg@éd, 2020}hat the racial identity
of Whiteness is too easily ignored, even as its influence is significant and pervasive.
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mass murders in modern Canadian histergre committed by men who identified somewhere
ontheantf e mi ni st spectrum t hat The Tomhtaamh attackvmezen 6 s r i ¢
a misogynist inel drove a rented van into a crowd of pedestrialfing 10 and injuring 6; and

the Montreal massacre where an angry young man killed 14 women and injured 14 others. While
neither man was t he same taypeaHollahdemh bothcdsesd men o
the murders, |ike Den Holl anderdés, were motiva

guaranteeing men access to power, control, women, ar{@€eagineau, 2021c)

The Toronto van attagkropelleddiscussioro f v i o | publit actroreanditre
importance/dangers of the interpieto the Canadian conscisnessn a spectacular and terrible
way. But Canada has a history géndermotivatedanti-feminism andviolence against women.
Themost significan{deadly)single act of violent arfieminist backlash occurrddecember 8,
1986, whera man armeavith a semiautomatic rifle and a hunting knientered the Ecole
Polytechniquen Montrealand systematically killed 14 womgand injured 10 women and 4
men t o Of i gheperpetatoof theiMonreabMassactead been unable to seeln
spot in the engineering program at the school and blamed, at least imquaet, like the ones
that he gunned down for taking his dws ghtful 6
denied entry to the engineering program not because of aflaplace, but rather that he was not
gualifiedfor entryand was missing many of tihequiredprerequisite coursekike many of the
violent offenders that would come after him, rather thlame the deep systemic and secio
cultural constructghat permited/denied him somethinge took aim at available and defenseless
targets: the women engineering students he believed had wrongethieiperpetrator of the
Montreal Massacrblamed higerceived disadvantage and lost entitlenfdtanne, 2020pn
feminism and decided that the best way to show his anger was mdée. the man who
committed the 198Montrealmurdersvasné a known part of the mends
time,itisa reasonabl e assumption that he might hayv
online had the opportunity been available to him. Like others that have followed in his wake, he

felt spurned  women and changing social conventidnslieved that he was disadvantaged

21 am purposefully excluding the acts of statnctionedjenocide committed against indigenous people in Canada

through the residential school and reserve sysfeoth historcal and currenhf o make a point about
activists The brutality and atrocity should not be forgotten or diminished should the continued calls for

accountability in these deathsomething which is not lacking in the examples that | jgl@where nofindigenous

Canadians were killed



because of his identity as a man, and blamed feminism for ifs®idsave roots not in feminist

actions but rather in tHeng and oppressive histories of patriarchal dominagatiflement and
falsepowersustainingraditionalismsl choose t o highlight Den Holl
opening of thichaptebecauséh e was a mends rights activist (1
other radicaland stillcommitted murderTheuse of violenceas a social weapon is not

exclusive to extremists.

The most public violence perpetrated by members of the mano3phsreome at the
hands ofmisogynist incel$¢ and mly averys mal | percentage of men who
rightsactivists(like Den Hollanderhave engaged in violencgo here Den Hollander is an
outlier.What is more typical about Den Hollanders a me n 6 s, howegehitevealadc t i vi s
in the content ohis website and the rhetoric that appears on EBsammed.comFocused on
how feminism has brought about the downfall of society, Den Hollander frames nien as
disadvantaged class, in need of unification and coordinated action to better their sd@al. pos
Den Hollander provides a poorly formatted but jarring window into the minds of the most

di saffected participants in the online menos

My 1 nterest annd mehned sr hgertooypresede®en Hatee d 6 s 0 8 i g h't
violence, buhtis stoly focusesin on why | think that investigating these spaces is important. An
able bodied, marrietWhitema n, Den Hol | an d eubl@positemaliyadohot me nt at
set him apart as semeteen. 0i slef wast @edtbwnfii hee
challenges with progressive politics. He blamed his own failures, and difficulties encountered by
other men, on systems overrun with politically correct feminist pglitiocd emasculated male
allies of feminisn. He saw issues that men face, real or imagined, as problems createchbg

andto benefit women a zeresumgamefop ower and co@anadlalomHé&t wasno

3 Themanospherés a term used to describe a collection of-ené mi ni st mendés groups. I owi ||
is more detail later in this chapter.

4Incel is an abbreviation for involuntary celibate. Misogynist incelsiagmup of men who claim tii@re being

denied theibiological right to heterosexual sexame feminism for this affront to their entittement, and condone

violence against womenr{d some men) asawaydor i ght t HScapkira & Boyle, 30209

5The actual details of Den Hollanderos rel aisionships ar
marriage to a Russian woman much younger than him is detailed in hiShgmé Friggin Fooli although the

veracity of his claims cannot really be verified.



Tens of thousands of men agféen whol e or in part, twiofthe Den Hc
social structures of powgand their deleterious effects on m&ve should ask whygothese men

feel this way? What is it abotheir identitiesmasculinity orideasofi bei ng a mano t ha
them to become involvadn me n 6 s PWhatlarte the discoarsepraisculinity

embedded in mendés rights activist spaces?

How did we get here?
I took my first wa2Mdtwould beseasy enouglsto expdain that etook n
thatcoursd and continued to take womends and femini
who was active in the second wave feminist movenidrg ephemera from that involvement
was on display in our home, and | was acutely aware from a young age in the fl980s o
involvementwithT ak e Back the Night ,,avbepesitianeashsadpfpor t n
computing and record keepi nThpereanere boakmthddidg and Ch
notunderstand on the shelf in her home office, and@blecharg of the finances in our home. |
saw my father do the grocery shopping, cook many, many nagalde a consistent presence
around the house. It would make setis# | took on the study of feminism helpunderstand
how my childhood home was differenbin those of my friendsnd to bringorwardthe kinds
of equality and flexible gender boundaries thexperiencedBut thatis notwhy | did it. | did it
because | was angand infatuatedvith a friend of a friend

This friend, we will call her Ashleyhad recently moved from studying business to a
womenods st udiirvhatfelli@egveaight, aad degun talking about patrigrchy
privilege, gender, and equitywas infatuatedShe was fierce, intelligent, and energized by a
newway of seeing the world also felt attackedWhen she talked it seemed like she was talking
about how men were badndhow | was badt wanted to argue with hérnobody likes feeling
attacked But Ashley had a language thatld notunderstand, and | knew | could never win an
argument with her about these ideas unless | could also speak the lastygpiagedSo, | found
myself in an oddly shaped, windowless classroom at Simon Fraser Univeesliyo learn a

new language so that | could hgaad win) an argument. Somewhere deep in my subconscious

5 This number is based on a conservative percentage of the number of subscribers to /rie(s3d9,000), and

the fact that there are many other manosphere reddit groups and other websites that reach a wideThadence.
numbers are also just on redditeaning that likely this number is extremely conservative given the fact that groups
from the manosphere operate on a varietthofl-party social platformsand operate their own platforms as well.
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| probably also figured that | would get the girl fiothat my stunning intellect and willingness

to learn about feminism would woo hénever did.

After my introductory course, | talked my way into an upper year intercultural gender
masculinities course that included readings a
Female Masculinitie§2019) | wasseverelyout of my depth, but learned that there was much
more to feminist theory than | thought. | left Simon Fraser after that year and enrolled at
Lakehead University to pursue studies in outdoor recreation in the hopes of legitimating my
work at summer camp.hHE outdoor program at Lakehead has a dual degree agreement with
Womends Studies, and by the end of my first t
combination of those subject areas led me to combine feminist studies with my work in summer
campirg, and resulted in a study of gendered leadership expectations of summer camp staff
(Cousineau & Roth, 2012) also worked in residence during my time at Lakehead, and the
gendered divisions of labour, along with the way my colleagim® identified as women were
treatel compared to me, led to questions about why? What structures made my job easier and
theirs more difficult? And why would male students treat them with less respect? | knew the
answer, thattiwas the sex and gender systems that we live under, but weagsdeft with

guestions about men, masculinity, and why?

After | graduated, | took fultime work running an outdoor centre, then as director of an
overnight summer camp. All my supervisors in both cases were men, something that struck me
as odd given thasummer camps generally employ more women thanimeondirector roles
Real guestions about men, social power, and gendered systems really came to the fore for me as |
worked for a large nefior-profit that will remain nameless. A registered charityufged on
community andtaregiving the large staff of this organization was about 90 percent women.
Women occupied all levels of emplogntand management, except for the very top. That
position was occupied by a maumo displayed the overt and unapologeatiisogyny of a man
who came of age in the | ate 1970s, best perso
Dazed and Confusddlinklater, 1993) His demeanor and presence in the space seemed almost
antithetical to the mission and stated values of the organization, and his leadership (among other
things) eventually drove me away from both the orgarnadaind overnight camping as a
profession. The misogyny | witnessed in-fatprofit leadership pushed me into thinking about

organizational culture, and back into the considerations about the systems that would allow men
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(and in particular the leader dfat notfor-profit) to maintain power and influence in spaces

where they were so clearly unsuited. Mostly

he think that is ok?0 There were scholarly an

degreebut | found real answers on the internet.

| have been interested in computers for as long as | can remember. Like equity work,
computers came into our home with my mother. A prodigious early user of personal and business
computing in the public sector, my mother was proficient in DOS and leadtheuting division
as part of her job. We had a modem before anyone else | knew, and | can remember dialing
directly into the public library to search for books. | was too young to engage with the networked
communities discussed by authors like Rheingd8@93)or Turkle(1995) but by the end of
elementary school and into high schobbbdset up and maintained seve@éocitiesvebpages,
teaching myself to code HTML, making text flash and other basic tricks. My computer use
evolved over time to spending hours looking for interesting things on the early internet,
including painfully slowloadng but very alluring inappropriate pictures. | built my own
computers, and after high school with my first broadband connection, | worked with other young
men to figure out a way to game the closed network our residence had to get the best download

speedor movies, songs, games, and other

things’ | spent a lot of time online then,

sometimes spending all night lost in the cornerg
of the internet you find at 4am on a Tuesday. |
found a lot of hate online. Not for nienobody

could see you at that time sk you really

wanted them td but for others, and | learned

= i

that the internet is where people go to hate I

NOBODY KNOWS YOU'RE A DOG

Figure 1-1: On the Internet, NobodgnowsYou're a
nobody know s(figlyre)ld)(? Fakso a Dogq memefromawesomelvtechie.cof@014)

without the consequensé on the internet,

7 Not that we chose to exclude the women we lived with, but given the variety of reasons provided by feminist
internet and computing historiangfo womendés passi ve and act i fAlbate 2062, usi on
Hicks, 2017; Margoli Fisher, 2003)it is perhaps not surprising that our group wesle upnly of young men.
8 A lot has changetih the 20plus years since that tingad this meme/ide@ee next pagd)as taken on new life to
help illustrate how dated these early cioalizationsf the internet are todajeven in 2014Zeynep Tufekci said
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found communities of interest; places where gould go to find interesting content, funny
animations, and ways to waste time. My havens for time wasting chpagedically, but

somewhere around 2009, they settled in on reddit and | have been a user ever since. On reddit |
found communities and comteof interest, and eventually communities that interested me

because they bothered me.

When | decided to pursue my Bh, issues of men, privilege, and sex/gender systems
were still top of mind, and | found that communities on reddit were actively engaged
discussios about these issueBut these discussions were anything but feminist, and the feelings
these men were expressiwwgre altogetheo pposi t e t o what | had | earn
from my friends and peers that identified as worreard memérs of my own familylt felt like
they hated feminism, and many of them seemed to hate women a8svelead, some of their
arguments felt compelling to nienot because | was drawn into the hatiaat because they
took positions that | had never hedrefore, and some of them cited their sourdésy had |
never heard or read these arguments befdtiedre were they coming frohDid they have

merit? What was it about the internet and retiditencouraged them?

AThese days, the |l ast thing a dog wan201l4nppgl7)t o hi de it

i m
R o MESree—T—
OUR METADATA £
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Wher e i0s efixhaecrted y ?
What followsis anintegrated dissertatiainatcontributes to the growing discussions about
mends rights gr oupmlticannduercdtierough theiuparticpants. Usingc i a |
digital ethnographic methods, it explores two distinct,dmnnected, communities on the
website reddit.comr/MensRights, and /r/TheRedPift° This researcls particularly concerned
with discourses of masculinity and the ways that they are deployed by users, used to shape
gendered configurations of practicasd used to affirrthe narratives of Western gender
traditionalism of late modernity. Bhnext chaptewill introduce the area of study, including
sections on reddit . com. Taesettingchamer isfellonedbyni ght s m
chapter outlinig the theoretical perspectives that frame the projectfdimeh chapter will
introduce the methodological approach for the research and discuss some of the challenges
presented by doing this type of work.

The frontmatter chapters are followdxy the manuscriptsthat contribute empirical refractions of

the research | condted for this dissertatiofhefirissR Ent i t | ed t o everything
nothingd Gendered Discourses of Antifeminism, Bi o
R e d dManho8phergexplores howhe three mainstays ahtifeminism, biological

determinism, and violence provideo ver t and overt support for me
rhetorics on reddit. In this chaptéexamine how these discourses are genderedras

Ghaturabmale superioritywith the perception of male subordination in a feminist socCigtg

secondi Entitled to everything responsible for no
Biological Determinism, and Violence in Two Communities of Redd s Ma, is a chaptere r e
thatdi scusses r edd thdrigesof the datightnUsingdahleshareddeaogicain

commitment to gendered traditionali@hthese two reddit communitiss n d Fr anci sco Bo
(1996)explication of the lefright political spectrum tipositions /r/MensRights and

Ir/TheRedPillas farright communitiesTouching on the hard and soft misogyny of these

communities as entry points into ideological pipeline®cates reddit as gerpetuating force

9 Reddit uses the designator /r/ in its web addresses to indicate that what follows-oasulmity of the site. For
examplewww.reddit.com/iMensRights The designator /[/u/ is also used and
account. For exampleyww.reddit.com/u/GovSchwarzenegdstheus r page f or Arnol d Schwar z
popular reddit account.

10 Although it is tempting to abbreviate items like /r/MensRights or /r/TheRedPillyéikevalkenburgh did to

r/TRP, this is problematic, since /r/TheRedPill and /r/TRP are separate and digtinotmmunities
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for far-right conversion and progressidrhe thirdmanuscripis a refraction of my
methodologicattrugglesn thecollection of empirical materialg&nd the theoretical
development of a way to think through the complexity of doing research in digitally mediated
contexts Application of a Digtial Ethnographic Assemblage Thedvethodi the Research
Technoassemblagxplores the challenges w$ing ethnographic methods in onlioely
communities It looks atthe messy intersectioms technological systems, people behind the
users, the persdhat isthe researcheand our (presumed) willful ignorance of that complexity
The chapteconcludeswith a call for research that recognizes and better addresses the need to
see and understand these complexities ireattarch with digitally mediated componefitise
dissertation closesith a reflection on where to go from here, stepping forwétd this

research into continued exploration of digital complexity and how it affects gender,

mascul initiesgougsnd meno6s right

Framing the Research
The purpose of this research was to explore the discourses of masculinity in two different sub
groups of the manosphere, to compare them, and gain insight into how those discourses influence
community ideologyUsingmasculirities theoriesit soughtto provide more deptim
discussions of how and why communities of men witying levels of antfeminist and anti
women sentimergain social traction and influeneéhile at loggerheads with discourses of
equity. | wanted to eglore communitiesvhere even aswas appalled by their rhetoric and
ideology, | felt a strange connectiotike | could be one of thenfExamining the /r/MensRights
and /r/TheRedPill subommunities of the website reddit.com this research engages the

following research questions:

What discourses of masculinity are embedded in the reddibsphergpaces of
Ir/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill, how do they compare, and how are these discourses

disseminated and monitored to maintain collective group ideologies?
and

What role might reddit play, through /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill, in connecting
manosphere communities, and pushing users toward more radical viewpoints about

gender and power?



As | worked througlthe challenging taskof datagenerationgollection and analysisl
learned that researetith online communities, and especially the type of ethnographic research |
chose to dpwas a complicated undertaking. Tieading | had done on digital ethnographic
practiceshad prepared mi@r many of these challengdsut from my difficulties a third,

important question emerged:

What indicators or guidepostgould have been useful as a novice digital qualitative
researcheto help me better plan, develop, conduct, and theorise my digital

ethnographic research?

Important note

Usernames, as well as spelling and grammar in direct quotations, used throughout the manuscript
are verbatim from reddit. Misspellings, word confusion, grammatical errors, etc., are not marked
with [sic] as there are tomany. | will also acknowledge the tensions inherent in using verbatim
guotes and usernames from my data indigsertationThe ethical and practical implications of

the decision to include verbatim texts and naimekscussed in chapters 3 and 4.
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2 : The Setting

) reddit
https://www.reddit.com

reddit: the front page of the internet

- (Text that appears as the search title when you search for reddit online)

Dive Into Anything - Reddit is home to thousands of
communities, endless conversation, and authentic
human connection. Whether you're into breaking
news, sports, TV fan theories, or a never-ending
stream of the internet’s cutest animals, there’s a
community on reddit for you.

- (redditinc, 2021, emphasis in original)

Reddit bridges communities and individuals with ideas, the latest

n

digital trends, and breaking news (...okay, and maybe cats)
- (reddit.com, 2016)

11



What is reddit?
Reddit.com is a website, a content aggregatassinessand platfornfor user interactiothathas
become a hub in the North American cultural zeitgeist and an influencer in global economic
marketst! Adrienne Massana(R015)describes reddlt y s a y kimd@f liké b tcodraunity,
message board, carnival, and play space rolled into one. Oh, andyealu s houl d know
somer eal ly disturbing stuff too. l'tés kind of |
humanity rolled up into one space ( p Iln het YQKWe are the Nerd€hristine Lagorie
Chafkin(2018)describesihs fia Petri dish for discussion an
interesting f unny, and awf uplx) Redditbhas chanfjed &lbtsincé nt er net o
Massanad s  wi 2005 uther descriptions noless salient or accurate todayen with the
rise ofredditas a global internet giams of January 2028, redditboasted over 52 million daily
active userspver 100 thousand active sabmmunities, and over 50 billion monthly views
(Reddit Inc., 2021)In March 2021, Amazor rankedreddit19" in global internet traffic and
engagement over the past 90 d&&/5in the United Statesyvith over163,000 total sites linking
in, and oveb0 percent of users coming from the US, the United Kingdom, and (hidiga
Internet Inc., 2021)Even with this massive popularitsedditremainsa carnival, performancae,
play space communiies and a platformand | would addeddit as a have and part of a
pipeline 1 will more clearly articulate whiywould add these descriptdtwoughout thigarger
document (see especiatthapted (A Positive Identity for MeP)), but redditprovides a haven
for marginalized group&nd racistsjo come togetheReddit caralsomove users through a
pipeline to better health or community assistaiMerris, 2011)4 or make angry people even

angrier(Cousineau, 2021a)

1 The influence of reddit has sprung up on multiple occasions since the website was founded, including having a
very significant part in the #gamergate controvéyess & Shaw, 2015; Massanari, 20%&f)d most recently

played a rolén upsetting Wall Street capitalism and caused congressional hearings on the state of the financial
sector(Duffy, 2021; M. Phillips, 2021)

12 This is the last date of official number released by reddit and posted on the site.

13 Reddit uses Amazon Web Services so it is likely this data is fairly acéuaaieast for the purposes of Amazon
selling add space on the site.

1n this example fron2011,reddit rallied around threeyearold boy with a rare blood diseasand raised over
$30,000in less than 12 houtsward getting the boy the treatment he needed

12



Reddit was designad 2004by twoundergraduate students at the University of Virginia,
Steve Huffman and Alexis Ohaniatto bring together content they were searching out across a
variety of website¢Massanari, 2015fh e vi si on f or t heaggregdiesi t e 0 s
content across sourcby linking out to the originalvebsites muchin the way that the front
page of a newspaper gives small samples of content found elsewhere ifLpgpeo-Chafkin,
2018; Ohanian, 2016YVhile this original premise remains, whatlditprovides to users has
changedisice it was developed. Alongside discussion forums for every igaolstit provides
video and image hosting, useruser chat, live streaming through fReddit Public Access
Network direct messagin@dvertisement salean inwebsite currency and awards systamg a

host of bots users and communities can use to automate various aspects of user interactions.

Reddit is als@ privatecorporation a fact that is important especially if discussing
guestions of ethics or dision-making fromredditadministration(Carlson & Cousineau, 2020)
Reddit iscurrently an independent subsidiary of Advance Publicatemd recemy increased its
valuation to $6 billion(doubled from the $3 billion ikebruary 2019after a successful round of
$250 millionin funding led by Vy Capital(Needleman, 2021As a private company beholden
toinvestorsywe must consi d-enakingie lgyld ofreversiedrd/en endtigatioman
Sa while discussions about free speectd personal libertiesre part of the discourse about
reddit(and other social sites like Twitt@€arlson, 2021; Gillespie, 2018}hey are not
government entities, or utilitieand theymostly) make their own ruleabout content policies,

user protections, and what is allowed on their. site

Redditi s @ $otialnetworking site and might not be social mediaWe need to talk
about what reddit is before we can talk about how reddit wiwkeddit a social network? it

social media? Is it something else entirely? These questions matter because depending on the

ways that we choose to engage with reddit as a research space (for example, examining discourse

as | have done in this dissertat), how we view and defineeddit can have tangible effects on

the way we do research.

It is easy enough to lump reddit in with sogiatworkingsites (likeFacebookLinkedin,
etc.)because they shaseveraWeb 2.0 attributes (like usgenerated cdeni) that make them

S These names are the official names on the website, and the most often referémeddumslers of reddit. There
are, however, some arguments that say this list should include Aaron Swartz, and Christopher Slowe who joined the
team nolong after the company was founded.
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feel similar.However,Massanar{2015)makes a compelling argument fodistinction between

reddit and social networking sitas particularthat social networking sites have a reliance on
profilesandthg er son al fistat us u p dndthigigackmgfrom maquié®r t ant f
Sixyearsorf r o m Ma s s a soeaal medighas wseraskablanket term used in academia

and popular media to describe maogially-connectecipps Rather than the more rigidly

definedsocial networkingand there is a tendento describe redditsingthis terminology

instead(e.g., N. Fox et al., 2021; Moyer et al., 2015%ontend thaheither of these definitions is

entirely correct.

Social Media is a term often used, but rather poorly defined in most contexts. This is
because it is primarily defined by what it is not (traditional mainstream media environments
where the individual simp consumes content), rather thantipyng to parse out the
complicated and convoluted natuwfkthe conceptFor example, neither of the studies cited at the
end of the previous paragraph bother to define social media, even as they give a startlengly wid
array of sites as examples from redditTwitter, Flickr, and WikipediaWhenthinking about
the term social media, | prefer thameworksynthesized by Kietzmann, Hermkens, McCarthy,
and Silvestr€2011) thatpropose seven building blocks which come together to formulate a
social media: identity, conversations, sharing, presence, relationships, reputation, and groups.
The bulding blocks are presented as a kind of honeycstnixture thatan exist individually or
in combination, and that together create the social media landgcape.t z ma nbuoildiegt al . 6 s
block structures from the field of business strateggdmeant to help businesses understand
social medianddetermine how to leverage it for profit alsoprovides a way to see the
difference betweewhat Massanari calls social networking sites, and social media more broadly.
Considering reddit througkietzma nn et a |l ,.itd seasbnabdeoroensiderekiditas

social media.

Howeveraroundt he same ti me as t he p(20b5) Jomathdni on o f
Obar and Steve Wildman edited a special issueetdcommunications Polidedicated to the
governance challenges of social media. In the introduction to that special issue, they defined

social mediausing a set of four commonalitiesicial media services are (currently) Web 2.0

¥ would perhaps add fiwas 0 h warca more gsddersifieed struetdre,i t i s sl owl
including the use of customisable avatars and the ability to add more content to the user page, on top of the already
tracked elements of Karma and awards, etc.
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Internetbased applications; usgenerated conte is the lifeblood; individuals and groups create
userspecific profiles for a site or app designed and maintained by a social media service; and

social media services facilitate the development of social networks online by cogpeactiles
betweenndividuals and/or groupsiere we have a definitiowhere reddit does not meet two of

the four criteriasince users daot really create a profile in the way they describe in the

introduction to the special issue (see footriaien the beginning of this son discussing

reddi tdés current -ihentfied sttuctungeanddgrofdes anenoteonnestes in
apeerto-peerwayt’ByObar and Wil dmandés definition, reddi

Why how we categorizeeddit matters for research. While the discussionak d di t 6 s
status as a social networking or social media site might seem petiantisje categoriseeddit
has an impact on the waye understand and analygs content.The above definitions were
chosen to illustrate theifferences in the ways that scholars have theoonséide social
landscapeas ways to categea themDevelopedy scholars irbusiness and
telecommunications poligythey serve particular purposes for those fields, but apéuhet

trying to pin down how we might understand reddit to frameiassuaf the platform.

If we see reddit as social megand our focus is on discoursgghin that spacethen we
maytend tooverlook the intricacies and particularitigits digitaly mediated contexn favour
of the texts generated by use8mce the focus of social media is pé@peer interactiorfObar
& Wildman, 2015) there is a tendency to treat those interactions in the same waygte
peerto-peer interactions in analogue conteisterhan & Bouton, 2017)n these cases,
discussions of the digitally mediated context and its influences on the participants or the
outcomes of the research, are givéttelior no attention beyond an acknowledgement that the
research occurred online (for one examplelsezo & Liechty, 2020) This primacygiven to
usergenerated texts allows uspat asideheunderlying elements that influence the user
experience on social media/netwo(kad sites like redditThese hiddeelementoften go
unacknowledgedntil users and/or researchers are able to identify them anetfesits.Some
examplesncludethe overcoding of gender @oftware products and platforrasd howthese
gender codes can be challengBivens, 2017; A. R. Stone, 199%)dden and overt racism
coded intgplatforms and web desigBliuc et al., 2018; Daniels, 2009b; Lauckner et al., 2019)

7 This may also be changing with the ability to follogeus directly appearing on reddit.
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as well aglataorientalism andaolonialism(Couldry & Mejias, 2020; Kotliar, 2020By pushng
these asidewve allow the texts to be representative of the individual and group cdfeebtgs

and donot account for the other important influen@gsusers and data.

Seeing the text as isolated and representatseetends to ignoreow the mechanisms
that allow for online groups to form and flashli meaning the sorting algorithntisat direct
users to specific conterdr whatsearchresultsare displaye@nd in what order impact whois
exposed to the group amdho has the opportunity to joifNoble, 2018a, 2018blror example,
SafiyaNoble in the introduction to her bodigorithms of Oppressio(2018b)describes an
experiencein20l@her e her search for Ablack girlso yi
realt, andwhile the samé&ooglesearchn August of 202Yields very different results (figure
2-1), the same search on redit2021gives resultsimilart o No bl eds experi ence
(figure 2-2).

€ c O 8 htipsy .google.com /s=z black+ sBisource ei daEJKK 1O PwZi1- AE&iflsig = AINFC
A black girls b4 Q,
httpszunsplash.com : photos » black-girls -

Black Girls Pictures | Download Free Images on Unsplash
Download the perfect black girls pictures. Find over 100+ of the best free black girls images
Free for commercial use v No aftribution required

hitpsziwww vox_com » identities » biack-giris-racism-bias
A new report shows how racism and bias deny black girls their .
It's

en suspected that black glrls are perceived as more adult-ike and less innocent

1l S N SCHO

https-iwww nytimes.com » LS » Politics

A Battle fcur the Snuls of Black Girls - The New York Times
020 — Discipline dis nties between Black and white boys have driven reform efforts

for years. Bul Black girls are arguably the most al-ris

nitpsiwww nytimes com » adultification-black-girs
Why Won't Society Let Black Girls Be Children? - The New ...
Jan. 28, 2020 — | was expenencing what academics call “adultification.” in which teachers, [aw

enforcement oflcials and even parents view black girls as

= Top stories

(@) REFINERYZY
Leave Fat Black
Women The F*ck
Alone

Figure 2-1: Screenshot ofearch results from Google.com for the term "black gifl&ugust 18, 2021
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« (5] O 8 htips; reddit.com/zearch

@ mddl‘ Q Search Resulls W J  black girls
black dirls
Best results Posts Communities and users
RELEVAMCE I5TS FROM  ALL TIME
MM TIES AN

) r/blackgirls A safe

_®  rfwomenofcolorXXX

e l.l'EbDn‘y /I 2 ften imtate EVE [TTa] ta & of the oldest [ 2( and largest Bl

VIEW MORE

Woman Tries To Intimidate A Black Girl Waiklng Her Dog Until Her Mother Showed Up  #*Fallow up
rfPublicFreakout & - Fosted by u/CantStopPoppin 17 days

amncots 8] Avwoad
For Those of You That Are Just Learning About Shills Using Dead Names/Pics, This Isnt the First Time. Tl
Threats, & the Shill Caved, Tweeted This, then Deleted the Account. iredd.itiekoes2... [
nl'Slupelstnnk{} Posted by w/einfac an 28 days ago @ @ & a, & 10 More

281 Comirenls |# | Aeeard " Share | GEVE

I bullied a black glrl into rh'mgmg her hair in middle school.
445 rfcontession &9 < | o

148 Commenis |+ #ward

[ was hooking up with a black girl and she wanted me to call her the word and told me to fuck her like shi
360 | [do an'_.rihlng wrong or am [ just overthinking?

r.fsexﬂ baileykopiz 1 day ago

Figure 2-2: Screenshot of&arch for the term "black girls" on redditAugust 18, 2021

My point is thatwhile it is tempting to classify reddit as a social media or social network
(something | have done in my own writi@@ousineau, 2021})doing so givepermissiorto
some researchets focusexclusively on theocial,throughtexts produced by users and with
little contextual informationThis approachklisintegra¢sthe technological anchnesocial
influences from the data that we collect and analybkatis atroublesomeversimplification
Disconnecting the technologicaihd technesocial from textual data artifadtgnoresthe
elementgbeyond the social environmeniat Stong1995)finds so compelling about
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cyberspacgncludingthei pr ost het i ¢ ¢ ceminlematic af the curcemt ftate of |
complex interaction between humans and machirtes the identiies that emerge from these
interaction® fragmented, complex, diffracted through the lenses of technology, culture, and new
technoecultural formations  ( p At be3t@uding this kind of lwad and ineffectual definition

(simply calling something social media and not exploring the implications of such any further)
allows us to move to discoursgthout too much hassl®oing so,we canproduce research

findings thatspeak to thematic conteot communities in broad and introductory wagad these
worksare needed as foundatisfor deeper exploratioaf social contextBut & worst it has the
potential to render the work of research on social platforms to be dangerously ignorant of
significant factors thatlrive and direct user content and experience online, elements of great

significancein exploring social worlds.

The takeaway from this discussishould not be to come down on one side or the other
about whether reddit is a social networksocial medidalthough you can if you likejhe
answer to that question does not matteme Rather, my aim ito make sure that as we think
about reddit (and other platforms that we lump figocial technologigy we consideit in the
context of technologicallnfluencedpeerto-peer interaction. Whileedditis peerto-peet it is
so much moreThe complex tehnological processes that allow itto function h e Af r agment
complex [ and] diffractedo i nttechmlogies amdsers,dnth at occu
between technologidsshape the social and textual data that we sco@mdsubject to
analyss. This means that the discussions and social contexts that we discover and analyse on
reddit are specific and contingeas with any social contexand havdayers of hidden influence
throughthetechnolaical, social, and techrsocialR e d d i t Giserbdse angsotdntial for

social influence make these considerations significant as a study site and a leulitftal

How Reddit Works

The bulk ofredditcontent is generated through discussions between tise@synchronous
conversations they engage in around the text, picture, video, and link posts that start threads on
the site Almost anyone can be eeddituser. All you need to sign up is an emaitieess and a
uniqueusernamewhich can be anything fromrandom objedte.g./u/NeonBookFlags to an

action(e.g./u/LearnStuffAboutStuf,*® or a random string of characters tgmeit onthe

8 With deference to the fact that it is a cultural hub for a certain demographic of user at a certaitpiaee.
19 These are two of the adtccounts | have used in research and over time on reddit.
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keyboarcf® Once active, users apeesented witla list of 27categories, each containing between

10 and 25kommunitydescriptionsThese communities are called subreddits and vary widely

Figure 23 displays the new user subreddit sigminterface that is presented when a new user

account is opened.hls composite image displays the categories that are provided for the user, as
well as all the subredditsthatatd s pl ayed i n t he ;modtofshesef or Youo
subreddits are general interest and very popular ontthéJsers are encouragedsign up for

subreddits that interest them, to create a unigttbe-user homepage experience of aggregated

content.

Figure 2-3: Composite image of subreddit options presented to new users after they sidircapegories
available are presented on the left side of the image, and all subreddits from the "Just for You" categor
presented on the right.

20 For example, the username /u/asdfghjk was taken by someone over 12 years ago, but the usey@agiedu/
was not as of this writing.
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While the subreddits presented to new users are broad in siceEystem recommends

communites t hat are fisafe for wor k,fashion smoitsutech, n g

and travel, and the very active subreddits that pravadesafe for work (NSFWgontent (like

pornographycharged political discussion, violengm®re, etc.flo not appar in the initial signup

selection of interest®y presentinghe new user introduction to the site in this way, reddit

constructs a certain kind of narrative around what it represents as a company to new users and

those seeking information about theeséind can keep the more problematic elements of reddit

subcommunities behind the curtain until the user is initiated to the interface and ctess.

Subreddits

Subreddits are the most important feature of reddit. While not an original pag @f d i t
design, subreddits were introduced in 2006 to help manage the increase in users and c
being posted to the sitAs reddit grewthe founders sought to separate NFSW (Not Safe |
Work 1 i.e. pornographic, violent, racist) content from otb@ntent on the site (Lagorio
Chafkin, 2018). Huffman and Ohanian made this move to give the site more structure a
make finding specific kinds of content less difficult for users. Subreddits were originally
managed by the reddit team, and users wisturggart a new subreddit required approval fr
the reddit administrators, but with the growth of the user base anéhevessing requests fo
subreddits, the process was turned over to users. This meant an explosiorcdatsdr
subreddit communiteg with over 2.7 million subreddits, and growing by over 1500 per dg
of March 15, 2021Front Page Metrics, 202%) The huge number of setbmmunities means
that users can find almost any content they have interest in on the site, allowing for peg
with niche interests to come together dasnany other places on the internet), but also allc
for those communities to divide and sdivide like a fractalwith increasing specialization.
The i mplications of this related to men

After the initial newusersetup, wserscansubscribe t@therindividual subredditand

those are added to theurated homepage fedébor example, | created a new user account

(/u/LearnStuffAboutStuf),??> andpopulated my subscription list with subreddits dealing with

21 Not all subcommunities are active or populated, and the number of 2.7 million is the total number created.
22 Here the /u/ is the designation for a particular user on reddit and can be queried to see the post Higiomaand

score of any given user.
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http://www.reddit.com/user/learnstuffaboutstuff

Mends Rights Acti vi s nPOQudBthisapmoach, r el at ed
/ u/ LearnStuff About Stuffés front page is
creating a content expencethat talks alotabouhe n 6 s experi ence, an
(figure 24).

€3 (1) Reddit - Dive into anything % | [ Dr Andrew Gatley, York Englan X+ ® - 5 x
25 I —
<« (] QO 8 ntty reddit.com g @ In ¥ =
” Zo ~ ar LearnstuffAboutstuff ”n

@ reddit A Homo - Search Redii @O a 0Lt O P

> () riexredpill . Posted by u/RedPilDetox 2 hours ago &

% Regarding the "You guys criticize red pill but don't offer an
- alternative" criticism

Okay, so every once in a while there's this criticism concerning this sub about how, for all

/ Home
the bashing red pill get's, the advice peaple offer here is quite mundane or just the same =3l
old "self improvement" standards and that there should be a consistent alternative "pill" Your personal Reddit frontpage. Come here
or group of sorts that acts as a substitute for red pill. to check in with your favorite communities.

Here's the thing: There are no definitive answers for life or how to get laid. No cool m

looking group, movement or philosophy on the internet is going to make you transcend
yourself or get you laid like a rockstar. On the unlikely event of it happening, its probably & Create Community
due to reasons concerning you or your context and not due to their teachings. 3

About
] s0comments (1] Award /7 share ] s G
Pre
Advertise
@ r/redpitwives - 7 by u/
slog

Tired of mixed messages (ADVIEE)

Terms

Hang in there, this might be a long one. Content Policy

Privacy Policy
5years ago we moved into our own home. Qur marriage was pretty good (we would Mod Palicy
both say - or so [ thought). My husband had an OCD episade and that brought
everything to a screeching halt. I felt like a single mom and completely overwhelmed. T Reddit Inc © 2021 . Al rights reserved
was (and still am) homeschooling, working part time and managing the house
He was disappointed and angry at me that the house wasn't totally neat and clean.

Cleaning has never been my strong suit and I typically had many excuses as why. I have

n 2 Type here to search °'V m i 3 W v (2]
Figure 2-4: Reddit landing page for /u/LearnStuffAboutStuAigust 16, 2021.

Nonrusers may also exploreddit but without the individualised frontpage experience.

Visitorsdefault to thehomepage which aggregates the most popular content across most
subreddits (some subreddits with adwhitentor other content reddit has deemed problematic
are excluded from the aggregation algorithnthef home pageand visitors are not able to vote

on posts or add commer{fgyure 25).

When a user6s account bec o meent \ate bnipests ,
and commentsand access quarantined subreddiwhile someredditcommunities limit these

options in various waygor example some communities limit voting to positive v@temnd

23 Subreddit subscriptions included: /rlagainstmensrights, /r/asktrp, /r/exredpill, /r/marriedredpill, /r/MessRight
/r/MensRightsMeta, /r/MGTOW, /r/redpillbooks, /r/RedPillReadingGroup, /r/RedPillWives, /r/RedPillWomen,
/r/RedPillWorkplace, /r/TheBluePill, /r/ITheRedPill

24The feature requiring users to be logged in and have a verified email address with redditedds adrly 2021
and was not a present or limiting factor for my systematic data collection or ethics approval.

2 These limits can be circumvented by some tpiadty apps that give access to redditl provide some reddit
users a way to work around ttige of limit introduced by moderators.
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http://www.reddit.com/

some communities limit who can post 0 ¢ e

Trending today

thesubreddit to approved individuals)

each sukeddit has these features. Posts

are the main content points of reddit anr.......

. . . A Hot Canada =
consist oftext-only posts images, video, , - _ -
|InkS tO medla Content (I|ke YouTube 3 h:hal\.Mas.s.luppusjdu?be':'he.Ne:.ﬂBigThing". but totally flopped?

+ @ vsuperstonk - oo soie 2 hours g B o P B 8557 Mo

videos) and links to outside sources (lik ™ e mees e ==

news sites or other media). Once poste

that content is open for comment from
otherredditusers These comments are e

A A A P P — a Y 7Y 1T [+ joir ]
limited to text and link¥ and although " st taren docen s st eave o

they are generated from the original pos
content, they can diverge wildly from the
original subject. Comments are arrange

in an asynchronous, bulletboard o

, I'ma US ARMY soldier & |

‘ had my first encounter with

system (BBS) stylevhere comments g o oo vorer <

have a parenthild relationship, and nest = == =
+ @ entmin v 4 nie

24% Pael to require all businesses with 5 or more work-

e TRANEL
one within the other to create a i S el & E" —

(sometimes) very long, and (sometimes ... ..

very complicated visual experience Figure 2-5: Reddit landing page for neasersi April 19, 2021.

(figure 2-6). This arrangemeritelpsthe useunderstand where commemgderencebut canalso

losethe usein the flow ofconversation and the compliedtrelationships between parent and

multi-order child commentsThis complexity sometimes creates parallel discussions within post
threads, where stihireads have formed at different timescdssing the same things, because it

is too much work to make sure that discussion has not already takerFolaeramplethe 1%

order child commenh figure 26 (directly under the blue arrow)e f | ect s t hamutpost er
how Omoder nodhaweu nlgo spteotplhee abi |l ity to have dbaut
form of sustained and engaged persoiperson contaciThe subcommentgsecond through

seventh order child commentwke a discussion on this idédot included in this image &n

26n late 2021 users began to be able to post gifs as comments in reddit, but this igdisdiedt subreddit, and
only premium users.
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interaction between other users further down in the thread hbouv

it he

RL

conver !

skills of the average person (let's include many guys too) are appallingly low. People aren't just

bored, they are boring (as fuékYhese conversations occurredyoB hours apartbut are

independentdemonstrating that for some users it is too laborious to read each parent comment

and subkthread to avoid replicatetiscussions

Actual post’

hidden above

From the Thread

Sub-Thread from
top comment

Second most
popularcomment

1t order
child

2nd order
comments Child

order child
comments

Figure 2-6: Organization of reddit comment thi@ds, clean and with descriptions (nothis figureuses the older

Top Comment ‘

version of the reddit graphical user interface because the colours used to separate commenaleydie

comments easier to visualifmr this example
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Users can also vote on posts and comments throughout, iitlieach post and
comment accompanied by up arrows (orange vdiieked) and down arrows (blue when
clicked) (figure2-7). The orange upvote arrolmasbecomedeeply embedded in reddit culture,
generatingnemes used throughout the site and beyond (fizx&)e

f‘_‘_\. @ r/mildlyinfuriating - Posted by u/Just]]92 4 hours ago 837 (38 (&) 11 ‘ 5

35;3" Kids are having fun with friends so a neighbor reported to HOA that
Vv they must be running a childcare.

' ﬁ r/mildlyinfuriating - Posted by u/Just]192 4 hours ago @37 35 (&) 11 ‘ 5

3% Kids are having fun with friends so a neighbor reported to HOA that
%/ they must be running a childcare.

£ @ r/mildlyinfuriating - Posted by u/Just]192 4 hours ago 837 38 (&) 11 a 5

9% Kids are having fun with friends so a neighbor reported to HOA that
they must be running a childcare.

Figure 2-7: Image showing no vote, upvote (orange), and downvote (blue) of the same post

Figure 2-8: "Shut up and Take my Upvote" meme using image from telev
showFuturama- © quickmeme.com

The voting system is a logarithmically weighted positive and negative attribution
measure which accumulates over time for indivighsts and for individual users in the form
of i maginary i nt e rotsetswiththe hghest amaunt of Kadmamavea r ma

accumulated many milliongf points (figure 29). These votes, along with tip@st submission
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time, and the frequency amnaltio of upvotes to downvotglsaveanimpact onhow close to the

top of a us er $Monrdee2608; Saliletendi, 2@ Bhe soding process is

similar for comments, althougtubmission time plays a significintess important role in this

sorting mechanisrg i v e nin & donantent 8ystem you want to rank the best comments highest
regardl ess of thealri kaifbem disd,on20@limeoHow Reddit

T, e ! BTN A RTINSO TGOS A L V01 L 0N KEGE A € A5 #U (s ersonpar A b rsonsoon) - kecan A | w - v oA

c c B B e e ) @ I ¥ o =
" =3 T N = Neither-Ad3612 al

@ reddit € woatowsoos v Q) Search Reddit Qa3 O L +  Dotcoms ) LN v

OVERVIEW POSTS  COMMENTS AWARDS RECEIVED (LEGACY)

Pinned Posts

.. oy -
% 36,872,073
u/GallowBoob - 7y
Everything in balance. Except Hardcore mental health check for
karma [ R 1Y
88 /catonBoch 8 u/cCallowsoob 10 billion followers on#eddit and counting.
b = The internet was a pfistake @ Always
{ zakdl _'V: 67 (7 share - .{> 2.0k % _: 41 /P share - remember the hyan.
Karma Cake day
. N & 36,872,073 & October 7, 2014
Regarding the state of reddit and
moderation: @) 4226 Received the Helpful Award and more in
€% u/callowsoon the past 30 days
Just wanted to drop a brief 2cents regarding m
the current, and ongoing, state of this
platfarm and its constant loud discourse More Options

around the pros and cons of reddit as a
whole and the volunteer moderators that

help runiit. Moderator of these communities

£3 roddlysatistying fias g )
Figure 2-9: User page for /u/GallowBoob showing 36,872,073 Karmagust 18, 2021

Karmais derived from the votes users receive ostpand comments they make on
reddit and is whavan der Nagef2013)c al | s At he form in which peer
t h e (Karna@aints section, para.. Karmais not acurrency anadannot be used to purchase
things but serves as a kind of social credit score ontheisiepact i ng a ander 6s r e
displayed on their profil&Some reddit scholars lik€ilgo et al.(2016)and Bergstronf2011)
havetheorisedhatKarmascores ndi cate i f fia user i s an acti ve
s i (Kégo et al., 2016, The serahonymous world of Reddit, para., But this discounts the
large number of usexghoseparticipation is limited to voting and readirgther than postingAs
a social credit scor&armais used by some subreddits to limit who is allowed to posého
limit trolling of the communitiesmeaning that users require a certain amount of Karma and time

on site to post.
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Why Reddit Works

Anonymity

Anonymity, or perceived anonymity, is an important contributor to the development of personal
identity, as wdl as contribution to community identitin online spacedt makespermissiblehe
expression of identities perhaps limited by social or geographical limitations (e.g., gender expre
sexual orientation), and the possibilityaointentious contriltion to social discourséDouglas, 2016;
Suler, 2004)Identity and content are policed online through rules and codes of conduct that ben
and change depending on the time and location, and through the actions of o#iethessame way
we develop and monitor adherents to social codes in any other form of interaction. This has beg¢
case since very early networked communifiésndall, 1998) although for early Internet users

A monymity was accepted as a nagm[and] these factors combined to facilita®perimentation with
gender and other aspects of identifJufekci, 2014, pp. 1415).

Codes of conduct are established on individual online platforms, and how identity is
conceptualized online is an important part of what is allowed and disallbikedoffline groups, the
online spaces that we inhabit serve as community sgiBegms, 2010) and the communities, insists
Baym, are important to our sustained sense of Galfparticipation in them contributes directly to o
personal sense of identity; networked publics and counterpiibtigd, 2011; Renninger, 2013)hat
complicategliscussions about linked identity and personal identity online is that these communit
like reddit, can consist ofjuastanonymous actors; individuals who are known only by their userng
and the information they choose to share. Phi{@@®2)discussed how anonymity online created
dividing lines between the digital and offline personas of ugarsnymity has also been shown to
promote saocially contentiousadlogy and lashing oSalter & Blodgett, 2012)The nature of interne
identity and anonymity is such that it permits behaviour which would be heavily policed, or com
unacceptable dffie, including acts of hate speg@uarlson, 2021)and lypothetical violence that can
have real and significant consequences by influencing acts of real violeatfénflicted (Penney,
2016) or inflicted on otheréLumsden, 2019)

Taking up the concept of disinhibited hate speech, Shepherd, Harvey, &valan,and
Miltner (2015) explored the history and likely future of hate speech online. In doing so they iden
important phenomenon in the context of anonymous internet spaces and the desire to be heard
Aone enulséamd bef or e Thisstataman presgnts thekidea thapfor anyone t
listened to online, particularly in aggregated spacesdifddit they must first be knowrsomething

that is established through the creation of persistentifidation; like usernames and Karma scores
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reddit The idea of being known in an otherwiggastanonymous space likedditcreates a
complicated interaction between anonymity and visibility, identity and behawiathrors like Tufekci
(2014) havesown t hat far from creating free spac

behaviourd completely separated from the f

Thetighter coupling ofonlineandoffi ne i denti ti es through
existing social netwosk digitally enabled pedp-peer and hierarchical surveillance,
triangulation of abundant information, the ability to examine persistent records of social
imprints, and the erosion of practical obscurityie notion that not everything that was
publicws easy to ynd, and henceiHhave alvearbingd too
make the Internet productive of clashes between different sociad ralesurce of great

stress for users, because everyone inhabits multiple social(pped617)

Manyuser s, and particul arl y mddiare@rtamly interastad inmée
being heard by other users, and the nature/content of their posts, as well as their histories, alloy
development of credible online personas within thesgqular ideological space$hey are persistent
and follow users when they move to detfsted platforms or other media spag&shofield, 2021;

Tiffany, 2020) Theecho chamber of their readership bias, combined with the permissive nature
masculinist commentary online, allows reddit usersranderators to engage actively with sexual,

sexist, and antieminist material, and be rewarded for it.

Tufekci (2014) and other scholgesg.,N. Fox et al., 2021; Gaudette et al., 202@)\e discussed how
even though identities on sites like reddit have a measure ofaju@symity and separation from
user so6 0 fahoaymityyroredditias ie any digital landscape is relative antihgemt. To
access the site, the user must have internet access, be logged in using a physical piece of harg
its own identifiers, and move through a complex network or hardware and software interchange
necessarily track therRedditcanseewhen users are logged in, when they post, eptisthistories
(including deleted posts), and likely the IP address of the user. All internet traffic in the United S
subject to investigation by US authorities. While some of these elements dafuseated, it is highly
impractical, if not impossible, to avoid all of themeaning that should the authorities (or anyone ¢
with access to the digital footprint) wish to locate a user, they can likely dmsther layer to the
contingent anonymitpf reddit are the detective skills of other users. The user network of distribu
knowledge has a reputation for investigative work about people, especially potentia(Neanisam,
2018) and can uncover information about even the most careful active Aisergimity on reddit,
even the quasi anonymity recognised to eaisthe site, is contingent and fleeting. It relies mostly (¢

being one of many.
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The fact that anyone can sign fap redditat any time affords a level of anonymity to
use of the site and allows users some freedom to express opinions with minimal consequences.
How much or how little a user reveals about themselves is up to themarh@teffAboutStuff
has virtually no reddit presence, and if you go to that user page, you will see one Karma point
and a reddit birthday (Cake day) in October of 2(Higure2-10). There is no information
available about me as an observing user. | cantaiaithis level of anonymitgrovided! do not
interact on the site beyond reading posts. But, it is interaction which draws many users to reddit
(Massanari, 2015)

& c @ ©® 0 & hitpsy) I 4 B [ i

user/LearnStufiAboutStuff
@reddit £ uiLeamstuttaboutstuft - Q search Reddit ~ i @ LOG IN ‘ m O vstodReddit & v

OVERVIEW  POSTS  COMMENTS =

sorT #f NEW ~

u/LearnStuffAboutStuff

Karma Cake day
1 & October 3,2017

MORE OPTIONS
hmm... u/LearnStuffAboutStuff hasn't posted anything

TROPHY CASE (1)

g One-Year Club
a7

About Advertise The Reddit App

Careers Blog Reddit Coins

Press Help Reddit Premium
Reddit Gifts

Content Policy | Privacy Policy
User Agreement | Mod Policy
© 2018 Reddit, Inc. All rights reserved

Figure 2-10: Reddit wer page for user /u/LearnStuffAboutStuff

As a user begins to vote and comment on posts, the information available on their user
page grows, and analysis of their posts and votes can yield a lot of information about them. In
some cases, users of reddit may choose to be open about theddiiidentity, identifying
themselves readily or taking photos of themselves to prove their identities. This is often the case
with celebrityredditusers who choose to identify themselves openly on their own accounts to

avoid others impersonating them on the site (s2&ovSchwarzeneggeof /u/thisisbillgatesy/

(figure 2-11). The interplay of anonymity and visibility aedditcomplicates discussion about
the motivations for posting disturbing content or comnmgntiegatively on posts or pictures.
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file:///C:/Users/Amy's%20Computer/Downloads/reddit.com/u/GovSchwarzenegger
file:///C:/Users/Amy's%20Computer/Downloads/reddit.com/u/thisisbillgates/

Usersbecome more vulnerable to doxi(i@ouglas, 2016)’ the more they interact with the site,
andtheinteraction between thadevelopment of persistent and rewarded (\idnmaand reddit

award$ identitiesand the potentialfoe x posur e of o&éregul ar | ivesod ol
area of inquiry for some time, especially as it relates to users who engage in making pornography
(van der Nagel, 2013The dangers of doxinglthough they apply to any users of a platform like

reddit, are particularly focused sromen, and wome(and especigl women fromvulnerable

g r o u p snpre lkkelygo haéve their private information posted online and receive greater
amounts of wunwantéBckertr &oMetz ge.npdliga ki n, 2
women are more likely to be subjeo the kinds of coordinated online harassment that
accompanyloxing, like brigading (a kind of cyb@nobbing that involves coordinated attacks on
personal communication and social media to overwhelm the sgbgttart et al., 201%)and

sexualised forms of harassment that include revpoge leaked nudesnd

falsified/manufactured documents/photos/internet ppstgels, 2021)

<« C @ © & hitpsy/www.reddit.com/user/GovSchwarzenege - @ N @ e ¥ =
@reddi'r [ ufGovSchwarzenegger ~ Q) Sear Q& OO + O 4l;enr|ﬁnnkrlags y

OVERVIEW  POSTS  COMMENTS  AWARDS RECEIVED (LEGACY)

#% New (@ Hot d} Top

& u/Govschwarzenegger . Posted by u/Govschwarzenegger B days ago

am BBIB G

»  Newsletter advice! b{)

What's your fav

GovSchwarzenegger @
u/GovSchwarzenegger - 8y

My new monthly newsletter:
https://schwarzenegger.ck.page/links

Karma Cake day
& 1,351,51° & November 29, 2012

@ +84 Recsived the Platinum Award and more in
the past 30 days

More Options

Trophy Case (35)

ComboCommenter
301221

Figure 2-11: User page for user /GovSchwarzeneggefrnold Schwarzeneggr reddit username.

Reddit users withigh statugKarmaand social credjtwithin the community o

become influential voices in a variety of wajar better or foworse For example, the reddit

27 Doxing is the intentional public release onto the Internet of personal information about an individual by a third
party, often with the intent to humiliate, threaten, intimidate, or punish the identified indiji2tuadlas, 2016, p.
199)
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user/u/unidan whobecame the gto for many science questions across a number of subreddits
was suspended from reddit when it was discovered that he had used a variety of accounts and
processes tapvote his own posts amdmove negative commerttsrough voting manipulatio
(Jacobs, 2017prior to being suspendefi/unidan held a tremendous amount of sway with

reddit users seeking information about ecologg aas fregantly requested by name to

contribute to conversations based onhigh level of participation andarma scoretfie website

karmalb.com reports that /u/unidan had 2,88T,Karma in July 2014 prior to his suspension).

The Wild(?) West
Althoughthere are someonsistentules concerning posgcross the sitée.g, no child

pornography)thereddit admin(and particularly founder and current CEO Steve Huffnhave

beenst aunch support e didven fttletd Eontreleonten @reoc2816.Tha n d

first decade of reddit includdte rise ofpopular subreddits lik&/jailbait (suggestive pictures of

underage girls)r/beatingwomenand /r/watchpeopledi¢he last of these having almost 315,000
subscribers when it was bann&d2015, then CECEllen Paanitiated major overhaul® the

way that redditmoderatd content(Pao, 2017)in a bid tohelp reddit appeal to a wider audience

and bettef ol | ow their mission to fAhelp people disc
selves, and empower (@eddit.cem 2006 @ ®ridoyestobettdr | our i s h
monitor content, as well as revidee default subreddits for users at the {imere met with

significant pushback from users and inside the company (E&df, 2017)

The dualpositionthat reddit was trying to strike at that tinasfiadvocategfor free
speechbut alsobuilding safe communities for algft them reluctant to remove or sensor cahte
posted to the site, although moderateese (and remairfyee to do savithin subreddits
(Marwick, 2017) The position of advocating for free speech provided myriad benefits to reddit,
includingall buteliminating the need for expensive and difficult to implement content
moderationnot having to take a position on theed for the platform to protegsers, and
allowing them to continue hosting profitable content regardless of the political asitlptegal
ramifications of hosting that contefitangvardt, 2018; Marwick, 2017; Pao, 2017; S. T. Roberts,
2019)

The landscape of moderation and conggwernancéas changed significantly on the
sitesinccEl | en P ao 06, atdennajar upeatea te theCharassment policy on the site in
2015,2019 2020, and another significant update following the insurrection in the United States
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in January of 2021havebanned revenge porn, clandestimenographic images, many instances

of hate speech and harassmeamdhaslimited farright, fascist, racist, and supremacist content.

Reddit uses twanainmeasures to police subredditgnning and quarantine. Bans are
completeremovals of subreddits and their contents from the site, and there are numereus high
profile subreddits that have been banned over the last several years including, but not limited to:
Irlincels,/r/braincels/r/upskirts, /nivhitenationalism, /r/watchbt&peopledie, /the _donald,
Ir/lgendercriticaland many other§uarantine is a more complicated means of policing
subreddits, and involves limiting the exposure of the subrétidiughexcluding them from
sitewide aggregation and from appearing in shas) but allowing thento operatetherwise
unimpededQuarantine poses some interesting ethical questions that | explore in my work with

Caitlin Ring Carlsor{Carlson & Cousineau, 2020)

The Mends RiSghéré s Reddi t

As | explainedn the subredditsectionearlier in this chapter, there are communities for almost
anyviewpoint or ideology on reddiflthough it is unsurprisingthe existence of a long list of
subreddit communities f eeaninistehdtorioisbotmiteréssng 6r i g ht
andtroubling?®These groups create fiparallel- discursi.\
perceived] subordinated social groups invent and circulate cedistarurses to formulate
oppositional i nterpretati on ¢Fragef, 1990hpe67y 1 dent i t
Manosphere communities on redalgjgregate collective political messages that articulate

critiqgues of feminism and Western cultural developments attributed to femWkite they

show a discontinuity in how they interpret the outcomes of feminist cultural development, they

are equally implicated in the backlash that puts even modest feminist gains under fire

(Dragiewicz, 2011; Dragiewicz & Mann, 201@oth /r/MensRights and fheRedPill are
importantgroupsin the manosphere part of reddit, and id@ainder of thisectionwill briefly

describe these communitigsclose out my explanation of reddit.

28 These include, but are not limited toasktrg /r/marriedredpil) /r/MensRights/r/MensRightsMeta/r/MGTOW,
[r/redpillbooks /r/RedPillReadingGrougr/RedPillWives /r/RedPillWomen/r/RedPillWorkplace/r/ TheRedPil)
banned subreddits like /r/incels and /r/braincels, and a variety of others.
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http://www.reddit.com/r/asktrp
http://www.reddit.com/r/marriedredpill
http://www.reddit.com/r/mensrights
http://www.reddit.com/r/mensrightsmeta
http://www.reddit.com/r/MGTOW
http://www.reddit.com/r/redpillbooks
http://www.reddit.com/r/redpillreadinggroup
http://www.reddit.com/r/redpillwives
http://www.reddit.com/r/redpillwomen
http://www.reddit.com/r/redpillworkplace
http://www.reddit.com/r/TheRedPill

/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPikubreddis
/' v/ MensRights and [/ r/ TheRe dRBubfedd$ enrthe sitt witba of t h

combined subscriber base of over 500,086rs*° Although different in focus and discussion

points, these two stbommunities havanti-feminismand frequent discussion about roes

placein Western societin common /r/MensRights pr&gents as a space where discussion

supporting studiesand links are welcomed building-ia pl ace for those who
s rights and t he wa yrBMersRightd2019)Jgstoves 10ar e i nf

yearsold as a community, posts generally highlight ways in which the community members see

me n

men as disadvantaged. [/ r/ TheRedPill presents
in a culture increasingl yr/MheRedPil201P) Dascupsmrsi t i v e
on TheRedPill are more focused on heterosexual conquest, coupled with the desire to return to

Atraditional 6 gender roles and nor ms.

/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill provide good case studies for exploadtiba spread
of mends r i ght s redditnThesenstibreddiés waré dchasenstielylbedayse
they represent two different communities within the manospherditiacent ways of
approachingiender and male power. They share deeplyfantinist values, but discuss and act
on them in very different way®eCook, 2019)/r/TheRedPill, for example, regularly has posts
about the differences between Alplearfect performance of manhoodvwork towards and
achievé and Betaificorrect performance of manhood to be avojdedn as a way of critiquing
issues with the social ordéu/GayLubeOil, 2019)/r/MensRights is more likely thaveposs
about current events, using them to highlight their perceptions of inequalities in the ways that
men and women are treated in soc{@yHibernia86, 2019)While not the least or most extreme
examples of manosphere thinking, they reveal contrast in the ways that different subgroups
approach genddinked social issues, but share coadues. They also demonstrate haaddit

allows groups to be driven by different kinds of content while espousing similar values.

22This is an estimate based on the d3@%000/r/MenRights users as adfune 242021, and the 251,000 users of
/r/ITheRedPill in the lasknown user count in March of 2018 when they were quarantined.

Also, it is important to note that there is no way ¢édedmine how many of these users are active at any given time,
or have been active over the past day, week, month, arsggae number of active usersabnost certainlijower.
Although this data is likely available to reddit administrators at son, ieis not available to researchers or the
public. For context, the most popular subreddits in October of 20&usic, /r/aww, /r/gaming, /r/AskReddit, and
/r/funny) had between 28 million and 37.5 million subscribers)
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/r/MensRights

www.reddit.com/r/MensRights

Created Mar 19, 2008

314,881 subscribed members as October4, 2021

The /r/MensRights subreddit is dominated by discussions of the misandry participants perceive

in their lives.Misandry, as the members of this group usedin be understoaabk a kind of

antithesis to misogyny a hared or contempt for men and bofased on post contenhe users

are mostly from Western democracies (USA, Canada, Australia, Western EYjrapethey

craft narratives around specific issues to build a smrherentchronicleof the oppression of

men. The larger themes within this narrative include statistically higher numbers afhoane

homeless or underhousedurderedincarcerateddie at work or die by suicide. They discuss

issues of binary gender disparity between men and women in custody court pro¢cesponssl

support proceedings; allegations, convictions, and relative severity of punishment for

perpetrators isexual assault and misconduct allegations; anthtieonly selective service

provisions in countries like the United StatBssts and discussion most often begin with content

from major news sources, national and local statistics, secondary newssousteial media

that the user believes highligheégmamtsEng( or mor
custody of children). They often include a catchy title and brief commentary from the original

poster intended to promote discussion anf/ora me t he content as a menao
particular way. Comments from users are generally agreeable, conversation is generally civil

when there are disagreements, and users are supportive of others who have been negatively
affected by the issue hitiphted in the post(e.g.,users who feel disaffectedth the child

custody court system). Almost all threads in the subreddit begin with or come back to being

~

critical of feminism, and what they view as i

30 There is a small but notabpresence of users in this community from India and Pakistan, and although there are
some women who participate in this subreddit commukitpwn only because they seléclare as women in their
commentsmostusers appear to be men.
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http://www.reddit.com/r/MensRights

Ir/TheRedPill

www.reddit.com/r/TheRedPill

Created Oct 25, 2012

Quarantined September 2018

292,612 subscribed members as of Septemberr2018

/' r/ TheRedPill 1is dedicated t e@indidaginglclaclenga on o f
positive i dieTheRedPill, 2019)Whatthis tagline comes to meanthat the

communityaimsto help men (re)produce a specific type of masculimitgthatleveragng that

articulation ofmasculinitywill allow mento be dominanin their (hetergsexualrelationships

Exercising that sexual strategy and dominamitidead to sexuahnd general life satisfaction

The name of the forum is a reference toWae h o ws k i3?filsniTlsetMatrix§1999) where

the protagonisfNeo)has revealed to them ththe world they know is an ddarate simulation

disguising the fact that humans have been enslavadtomomous machineleo isgiven the

choice between taking the blue pill and resuming fifeiin the simulation, or the red pill to

wake up and fight againgitie simulation on behalf of all humanifyan Valkenburgh, 2021)

Co-opting the language and ideas of titen, /r/TheRedPib s mor e ac dnwsirgthe pur p
red pill metaphor s etxppofs e t he Atrue natureodo of feminisn
men reclaim their dDignagnh&Rbhlinger,201% p.63%) i n soci ety

Postsin /r/TheRedPillare largely divided between story telling about sexual experience
or lack theeof, and the theoretical underpinning of their sexual and relationship ethos. Men are
divided into successful (Alpha) and unsuccessful (dthecluding Beta, etc.) groups, and
sexual strategy is discussed at length. Dominance and manipulation are periantog
approach espoused by these men, and their understarfidivade female relationships is
imbricated with ideologies of male supremabiscussion within the forum can beth
supportive and castigating, and while the tone is civil overall, udevchallenge the red pill

canon are quickly downvoted or banned.

31 After being quarantined, subscriber numidersquarantined subreddigse no longer displayed. Using the

workaround old.reddit.com to see the previous user interface, a subscriber number is shown, but these numbers are
suspect. For example, it showed million subscribed membefer /r/TheRedPill orMarch 1, 2020This number

is highly misleadingas it would indicate a more than fefald increase in users the 18 monthsafter the

community was severely limited with sanctions. The reason fapheous subscriber numbers is unknown.

32| take a great deal of pleasure in the irony crebtethe deep investment of /r/TheRedPill in ted pill idea in

relation to feminism and the required liberation of men given its deep investment in traditiodadancg h a 6
masculinitywhen both directors of the Matrix trilogy have since come out as trans w@taak, 2016)
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Why ChooseReddit as a Study Sit@

The mends rights move mennumesusonlinglattormR. gt R&di | | ar
Pill has an active blogging community, mailing lists, many Ydwerand other video content

producing elementssavell astheir own set of websiteendthread and foruabasedveb spaces
(e.g., redpilltheory.com, trp.red). The menods
organizations like A Voice for Men (avoiceformen.com), and the National Coalition for Men
(ncfm.org) that both have online histories dating back to thel®®®dsMend s r i ghatse gr o u |
have a welldeveloped blog and social media presence, including YouTube and other online

content producers, regular bloggers, and a-ktagding publishing wing that focuses on
publishing text writ tWthallthege possiltietagenues ofjitqtirginta d v o ¢
the rhetorics and discourses of masculinity in these groups, the question of why I chose to study
them on reddit is a reasonable one.

Alongside its function as a content aggregator reddit is a discursive sp#oe, a
combination of posting, voting, and commenting encourages both positive and negative
commentary(Couldry, 2003; Massanari, 201%V/hat makes the site a compelling location for
research is not simply the posting of content, the commenting, theaquasimity, or even the
voting (these are all available on other sitdm)t theways these elemés are combined’he
combiration ofsocialization, competition, discussion, and the ability to voice thoughts all in one

placemakes reddit compelling

The primary reasohchose reddiis thatat the beginning of this projert 2017 | was a
long timereddit user who was beginning to see reddit more often in the aedishe site was
beginning to exert some larger influence in the cultural zeitggéstause of its position as-up
andcoming, the scholarly attention that had been paid to thevagenetly introductory,
exploring the platform and establishing itasturally significantBuntain & Golbeck, 2014;
Massanari, 2013, 2015; Ovadia, 2Q15aw an opportunity to contribute exption and
analysis of men and masculinities as they used thé sit& me n 6 s rAtthetimes act i vi
explorations of men and masculinities were continuing to exmartwith the upswing in far
right rhetoric, male supremacasttion andregressive politics that accompanied the Trump
presidencygroups that supported these ideologies were reporting increased memBaddip.
was (and is) a place where these ideological groups can recruit and expand their numbers, and

the combination offte technological particularities of reddit (like its quasonymity(Van der
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Nagel & Frith, 2015) or its programmeability to foster collective identityGaudette et al.,

2020), the lowrisk socalisation that takes place on the ¢Deiguay, 2021)and the young

mends nerd culture that started dgRad200d)opell ed
make it a logical place to explore masculinities and the manosphere.

Beyond the open, community driven content on rediaé systems of risk and rewaat
play on the sit@areimportant While riskto individuals based on what they post or comments
seems relatively low given the quasionymity of the username and sigim systemsthere is
certainly some recognition within the community that physical identities are ne\safes
they are disconnéed from reddit persona&s As explored in the anonymity sidebar, the creation
and use of throwaway accounts is pervasive on the site, and has become such standard fare that
userof ten start posts from a throwawdwousaccount
reasons 0 The interplay banonyndteandndrdased s defreaate¢g of qu a
anonymity throughhrowawaygor the act of verifying that is meant to prove the user identity
through sharinghotos of the user that include identifyindoinmation)adds layers to the
consideration aboudhe significance of user participation in reddit activities, and particularly
participation in manosphere communitielsere the consequences for known participaien

not likely to be as severe as knowarticipation in overtly racist groups

Conversely, the reward system that accumulates Karma for the user with no discernable
usebeyond the dopamintats users get from receiving th€@herman et al., 2016¥ interesting
in its own right.Clearlya huge draw for many usedsee the /whidanstory from theé/\/hy
Reddit Workssection), the Karma system creates a kind of (potenfidtiyasianonymous
notoriety, an identification that is at once identifiable blsoa(potentially) separate from the
physical identity This risk/reward interplay, especially when the content that userba®she
potential toaffectthem outside of reddftas implications fowhat is sharedand why in

manosphere communities ceddit.

The volume of content available on (and through) reddit, as well as the ease of links

between communities and with outside sources is a significant factor in selecting reddit as a

33 Many scholarslike Stong(1995)would argue that the idea of separation between the catidghysical
personas ifllusory at best.

34 This qualification is included because some users, as described earlier using Arnold Schwarzemeggptr,
their physical and reddit personas purposefully.
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study space. While it is possiblertavigate between individual community spaces online and

collect datdike what one might collect on redditthe cohesive and connected experiences that

occur on reddit are unique. The way that the system coorderadeollates information

presents itd the user in a way that highlights for them (unless they change the default sort mode)

to show them what fimodgthet dilmoesd dbmpwtr,t@d@nand i mec
from their areas of interest. These sorting mechanisms, as well asrthmations of

information and posts presented to individual users, makes reddit an important place for research
about the manospheasa loose set of groups thatyeln thesekinds of weak ties to holthem

together.

But why these subs?
One mightrighy ask why | chose these twaoAtghetenei f i c me

when | started this project, sever al menbés su
active on redditFor some exampled/MGTOW (Men Going their Own Wayyas adwe until

early 2020 and would have provided a male separatist angle for the res@afoimcels was

active until late 2017Themotivation for selecting /r/MensRights and /r/TheRed#ithat time

was multifaceted. These two subreddits were (and continue to be) the most active and populated
manosphere subreddits reddit (for contrast //MGTOW had 147,406 subscribers when it was

banned in January of 2020, and /r/incels had only 42\2&® it wasannedl. | assumed that

their (relatively) high user numbemnsake them more likely to provide varied and nuanced

research data. They alboth focus on men as part of social systems as opposed to, for example,

the male separatism of MGTOW, or aggrieved@sion of incelslt also seemed, through my
initial explorations of content in the groups
differently, and that these differences might prove significaninderstanding their individual

and social influencelhere was also little research on either of these reddit commuaittes

time, and although some has been published while | was completing mythtydyemain

underresearched communities of influence.

®There is good work on the meno6s Dragigwcz(20llyandiMoglage nt i n t hi
(2017)
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PositioningtheMe n 6 s Rov@nerit s
Itisimpossiblete x ami ne t he di scourses of mendés rights
without understandingtreur r ent mends rights movement mor e
theoretically and historicallylhe following section explores the roots amgrent realities of the
mends rights mosmeazaearson ahdhresearcheraedative io thevmen who

participate in these groups and their rhetorics.

Feminist Roots

The mendés rights movement has roots which are
feminisms in North AmericéMessner, 2016) Wi t h t he ri se of tehte wo me
in the 1960s and 19709) associatechovement of prdeminist men began to explore and
expound a mends | i bercarcepts ofender wolesraedrgénder Lever agi
symmetryme n 6 s | i krguedathai neemwere talso repressed and oppriegdbd

gendered structures which had come to form the boundaries of acceptable action in society
(Messner, 1998)These early groups did not emergedsponséo or in opposition to feminism,

but as a part of the feminist movement, and with the intention of using feminist ideological
devdopment to benefit men alongside wom@&hey sought to do thisy bringing about what
Messner characterises as fAp({Mesgnere206,ipv8Eheper sona
men who |l ed this ideological devel opment i den
both men and women serve to oppress tdse aresubject to thenand used these ideas to

attract men to feminist thinking. bioing so, they acknowledged that men were privileged by the
social and sex roles ascribed t o(Pleck 208dpy but we

them.

The difficult task of both acknowledging privilege, while arguing as an oppressed group
di vided t he men 6 anddentdwhatave ¢am(too sply) dasagilye as-pro
feminist (e.g. prdeminist magazines lik€Ehanging Mehand antifeminist factions (e.g. The
National Coalition for Men formerly The National Coalition of Free MéNational Coalition
For Men (NCFM) 2019). The antifeminist faction turned to the oppressive nature of sex roles
and ceopted the language of liberf@minists to refocus the critique of symmetrical-sebe

oppression on mefi.This allowed for theorisation about men and male privilege and the

3¢ |n addition to the evolubin of the aforementioned National Coalition for Men, see the evolution of the writing of
Warren Farrel(Farrell, 1975, 1996, 2005, 2012)

38



decl aration that mal e pri 916 Fedazardsof Baingmy t h i n
Male. It also fueled assertions beginning in the late 1970s and early (E®®Dsontinuing today)

that the true victims of sexual harassment, false rape accusations, prostitution, dating rituals,
pornography, divore settlements, sexist media conventions, and domestic violence, were men
(Baumli, 1985; Messner, 1998, 201Berhaps unironically, these arguments (augeakwith

contemporary discussion ofeconorije qui t y) remain the main tal ki

rights movement today.

The impacts of new realities

As the United States, Canada, and some Mrestern democracidsmvemoved toward more
neoliberaleconanic and social policie@rodie, 2008) thedisappearance oftaeadwinner class
provided new insecurities for young working class rf@onnell, 2005) These economic

changes, driven by late capitalism, also genenatedw i deol ogi c al |l ever age
rights movement. The personal insecurities wrought by changing structures came (and continue)
on the heels of increased visibility of change brought by the feminist movement, including Title
IX and other equityneasures like #MeToo, the Pussy Hat Project, and sections 15 and 28 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freed@Brake, 2007; Government of Caaa, 2017; Kane,

1996) At the same time, as the internet began to take hold in the daily lives of individuals,
feminist expressions which had been largely segregated within zine communities and cultural
subcommunities, were able to reach a broaderemog more quickly through publishing online

and sharing through social media outi®guyen, 2013)So, asocial and economic realities

were changing for populations Wfestern democracies, especially in North America, soee
wondered what might become of them and thai infamilies(Crompbn, 1999; Pateman,

2006) and grieved what they saw as a lost entitlerdanne, 202Q)With these perceived

attacks on manhood, coupled witbnsistent reminders of feminist progress on issues of

pervasive inequity (e.g. Title IX, #MeToo, etc.), it makense that the number of men

interested in groups that both critique and push back agaiastchange might increase; and
theydid( Bat es, 2020; Gr ab o.Wartcadarhorddditw gmmesre& o ,r i2d@Rt09
communities have seen stgagtowth®’ since the beginning of 2016, with noticeable bumps in

37 Although subscriber numbers have seen steady increases, it is actually impossible to tell (outside of user activity
statistics that are presumably available to reddit staff, but not reseatutnrs)any of tlese users are reading,
voting on, and engaging with the content.
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subscriptiomumbes to both /r/TheRedPill and /r/MensRights at the beginning of 2gu8t

after the initial spike ointerest and exposure ftive #MeToo movement.

The critiques pointed at feminigtinking from these subommunities and posts often
fail to recognize the complex nature of masculinity; both the-miaculine hierarchies and
hegemonic discourses, as well as the-eveving intersocial ideal of the hegemonic male
(Connell, 2005; Connell & Messerschmidt, 2005; Messerschmidt, 28iBultaneously,
comments and critiques most often levied by these communities fail to recognize the extensive
feminist theory that has addressed the unfair soghtural norms of masculinity. Thesafair
cultural normsoccur under neoliberalis@ornwall, 2016; Lindisfarne & Neale, 201&ith the
simultaneous subordination and privilagfanen(Dowd, 2010) or have effects on men and
women(Butler, 1990; J. Rubin, 201@put askingwho are the men that join thegoup® Why
do they join7andWho dothey blaméor the issues they see in our sbevorlds? are important
guestionsThere are legitimate reasons why men gravitate to these groups, and these reasons are
worthy of exploration and discussion. What role does the location of our interactions, and our
ability to curate our media artdought exposure, have on what we believe about gender, power,
sex, and influence? As a man who has read the content, blog posts, and discussion and chosen to
push back against mends rights as theyyare pr

feel enlightened?
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3 : Theoretical Perspective

A way of seeing is also a way of not sediagocus upon object A involves a
neglect of object B.
- Kenneth Burkg€19542018, p. 70)

My positionality is on display throughout this dissertatibhrough my stories angriting you

will learn that | ama White man in my thirtiesmarried with a younghild. My shoulders are
broad,and | have always been heavy, but at 50 polighdter than | was at 20 | am no longer fat.
| amnot tall, but not short enough to be sadinscious about {{ am the tallest in my family by
far). | am bald(ing) but Iweara thick and full beardand depite my ongoing insecuritiegout
body imageand baldness | am generally confident and do my best to project that confidence
when | travel presenimy work, and meet new people. Sometimes | talk too nfsicinetimes

am prejudged bythese elements of ghicality and projected confidence, among other things
especially irfeministorientedspaces® During the writing of thiglissertation] am speeding
toward the end of a long journey with an uncertain outcome after completies job
advertisementthat prefer applicants of coloand/ormembers of oppressed groups as preferred
candidateseven when | feel my work is a good fibb aplications are accompanied byrveys
about identity and selflentification meant to establish whether | aWhite man or notl own

a home that | purchaseth my ownbefore | met my partneand that | wuld share equally with
herif we divorced. My pag is privileged,and my future feels uncertain seem like a perfect
target for recruit ment Unseehtboughhae thengeardosfeministg ht s
study | have undertaken, the books | have read, the feminist paremts &g my comntment

to social justice. Unseaamy own understanding that acknowl@tgoppression and woitkg

for justice only disadvantage me insofar ayttieeaten grivilegethatis unearned and
undeservedJnseen are the reams of feminist and masculinities theory that inform my
scholarship and the way lesthe complexities of the worl@his chapter will delve into the
feminist and masculinities thaes| use to situatéhe gender, power, and control ekms ofmy
dissertation researclht will discussthe internet and digitally mediated spaassssential to
understanishg reddit, the social setting it creates, and how users come together dnliiealso
begin to explore howender theory, digitalyt and socialit)come togetheas parts of an ever

38 As acis-het White man entering these spaces, | thinkskepticismis warranted If | were entering these spaces
to assail them (I am not) | would not be the first to doasml so thigaution about my intentions is valid
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changingconnectionOne cannot be parsed out from the others without chaegernything,
just as the site dynamics, interactions, and interdheewebsite like redddre all integral to the
experience of users and cannot be pafised that experienc€Kilgo et al., 2016; Singer et al.,
2014)

This levelling of significance between the human andmaman complicates theoretical
perspectiveas it troubles the humanist notion of technolagythe tool of the human and human
experience. Understanding this is important because even as we engage with questions about
online involvement, culture, and the push/ pul
spaces, we cannot escape theessary influence and change made to lives and experiences of

those individuals by the platfosrand devicethey use to interact and engage with one another.

What follows is the theoretical groundwork and supporting literahateguides my
ethnographic eloration otwome n 6 s s neddic lewsll beyin with feminist theoryanda
particular focus on technofeminismhich informs the nature of this inquiry on gender, power
structures, sex/gender systems, and critical evaludtiatll examinehow thecritical studies of
masculinities inform the examination and understanding of masculinities discourses from the
manospherdt will speakio technology studiesleeply imbricated with technofeminist theory,
including the role of digitally mediated commiaation, modes of technological engagement, the
internet, online communities, and the interconnections and interrelations of technology and the
body.

Feminist Thinking
Feminism, positioned as the analysis and critique of sex/gender sy&eRugbin, 2009)
situates the researcher and the social spaces they examine in relief against the backdrops of
traditionalism, power, and control. In complement to, but also because of this relief, feminism
canrot actasa singularity, but must reflect the positionality of the researcher and their role in the
sex/gender systesthey inhabit. We find, then, the broadly defined theoretical space of
feminism subdividegwith eachsub-grouppopulated by individual fainists practicing personal
and identifiable feminisms; At her(Parmgar e as man
Johnson, & Wagler, 2018, p..2)his diversity allows room for those who, like me, might not be
the first to be identified as feminist thinkeasda divesity of thought and approach to feminist

praxis.Feminist theory allows me the tools to explore and analyse the complex sex/gender
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systems which affect me and the people around me every day. Feminist thealsphliswed
me to see and better understamelinteractions of power, privilege, and entitlement which
control our sociepolitical landscapes, arfthsgiven me the language to understand and express

intersectional and multimodal power relationships.

To explore the breadth of feminist theory is sktheyond this document, and one
undertaken by a variety of feminist thinkers previofsie: Collins, 2002; Freedman, 2007;
hooks, 2000, 2014; LeGates, 2012; Lorber, 2012y Kraylor, 2017, among otherdut
explorations of significant feminist theoretical perspectives for the purposes of this research are
necessary to best situatgy work. Exploringsocial construction feminisnmtersectional
feminism and thetheoreticalperspective provided by technofeminism, this sectionprilide

the lensing that guides this research

Social Construction Feminism

Social construction feminism focuses on the idea that gender is built, maintained, and propagated
by inter and intrapersonal pressures which serve to influence individual performance in various
ways(Rouse, 1996)Lorber(2012)places social construcideminism within the context of

gender rebellion feminisms as it calls into question amegigting notion that there are natural

or predetermined forms of male or female gender expression linked to biological sex. Although
biological sex is not callehto questiorper se what is called into question are the embodiments

of sex spaces/rolépectations

Social construction feminism maintains that gender is both a process and a structure
(Lorber,2012) As fAai slecietsyitutiono (p. 208), the s
family, religion, work, governrmén, medi ci ne, and many ot her pl a
potential can determine privilege, distribution of power, and resources. Within these structures,
gendering itself is a process by which individuals are consistently assigned, or assign to
themselves,tiibutes of binary gender identity. The gender binary is organized hierarchically
(maleover and abovéemale), and this hierarchy extends to geadstructures. There are also
hierarchies of performance within male and femalg.(hierarchies of mastinities).2® Where

individuals do not conform to these gender processes (by beirgimany for example), they

3% For more reading on the way that hierarchies of masculine performance are developed and actualized in society
see the excellent work of masculinities auth@snnell, 2005; Connell & Messerschmidt, 2005; R. Dunlap &
Johnson, 2013; Messerschmidt, 2018; Pascoe, 2010)
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are marginalizedGender structurdsoth regulate and prescribe gendered performance, and limit
selfexpression, personal freedom, and accepswer in significant wag Social construction

feminism critiques these structures and processes as limiting and exclusionary.

Gender as structure

Clothes for a Toddler

Have you ever bought clothes for a toddler? | have a toddler, so | have had the «
pleasure that it is to buy tiny clothes for a tiny human being. They are cute, anc
our child was a baby, it was easy enough to buy clothes with soft colourst@s,y
greens, yellows, and greys. They came withqq@annder ed, cut e a
Because our child has a penis, he is interpolated as a boy and associated with t
boy O6shoul ddé 1ike. Hi s cl ot hes Isteonge
shades, monsters and motorbikes. He is always rewarded for his adventurous
and Arunning real fast, o6 and | ess o
up dirt on the floor. | am conscious of thadeasand message®ut | feel aimost
powerless to limit their influence while he attends daycare and gets gifts from
grandparentsAlready, at not yet 2 years old, he is set to become as the sex/(
system (and capitalism) needs him to ie consume boy clothes, and boy taysd
boy ways of being. He loves to play with his Little People baby care set, fee
putting his babyto betit hi ngs | | ove to do with
caring for baby likempa d 6 s hi rt .

What does it mean for gender to serve as a structure? Nedd)c al | ed gender a fAs
institution, 0 using tiramcedewarpamndelements efdlentifyu al i t i e
across a range of people and places, to show the pervasive nature of its influence. With gender
understood as a cultural institution, says Martin, both performing gender and becoming gendered

are not exclusively psonal, but are enshrined in the cultural processes we are subject to. The

ways we interpret, perform, and are assigned gender become factors in how we are allowed to
perform sociallyl do not want to gender my chitdrough clothing, but without a reasdha

amount of wealththe time, and energy to force the issue, | am subjecteapttalist pressure

(highly gendered clothes are everywhere and are less expensive), and the dedisaseswho

think less critically tha | about issues like this (through hame-downs).

| catch myself almost dailgnaking sure that | reinforce caring behaviour alongside
speedandthat even at under twwe are learning what it looks like when others are upset and
howwe can show empathy am caught in these structures as el is my partneypnd there
are expectationsbout who has expertise and agency over decisions in our hortteediid of

our childi daycare almost never calls me filGendered expectatiotike thesewere expbred
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by Barbara Risma(2004)in her argumets that gender is in and of itself a social structure, as
well as being a significant contributor to ho
gender , 0 says Risman, fat the same | evel of s

in its influenceon our behaviour and social stratification.

The binary and prescriptive structure of gender intertwines with other power structures
and means of social stratification to form complex hierarchies. Elements like economic class,
ability, and rae weave together with genderprocessesf intersectional subordination and
oppressior{Collins, 1998, 2019; Crenshaw, 19%®sman(2004) echoi ng (1MW) ens hawo
work on intersectionalitysuggests that to better understand the influences andicfloences
of theseexpectation®n individuals and the structures, we must follow a both/antégtraas
analysis of a single structure without acknowledgement of the other, intersecting structures, is
incomplete and incapable of providing a basis for change.

Gender as a process
The process of gendering is incremental and ongoing. Although thesigmifecant moments of

gendering, as in the medical interpolation in the declaration of gender along with sex-at birth

Al t 6s (Butledd @006) generally our appointment of gender is more subtle. Mart@3)19

noted how the gendered cultural expectations of comportment, and physicality, are imprinted on
young children as they enteredywec hool . Through a fAhidden curri
teachers imparted a set of standards, which changed the ohislrerb e havi our i n di st
over time. Martin observed that children entered their preschool classrooms with similar ways of
being and moving, regardless of gender identity, and that teachers and workers actively regulated

them, causing fundamental chasgn ways girls and boys acted and moved in physical space.

This regul ation i mpos €e8)woyk ate hoesingutarsactions,r s i n
but are instead incorporated into a variety of expectatémd performances which create a
process of gendering. Small actions and corrections, like those of teachers for preschoolers, or
erroneous uses of t h(@999expemencs, anipos@inemenmtal Bnelt sy L uc
subtle expectations of gender, building over time. This process of gendering is not only imposed
upon ushut we are alsecomplicit in our own gendering. This dual influence was evident in
Garfinkel ds (1967) workiwked ®@st hesgamnddr safbj A
continually produced by Agnesdé own actions of
Garfiek&d¢tdtesed mascul inity and n(Rogarsyl®2y yo when
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Garfiwmkeddwsci ous acts of fAmal enesso i mplicate
and Agnesd gender i dadnl}desctribes lsow the€se poeddinedavayRi d g e wa
of seeing others serve a typefiaime which simultaneously sets boundaries around the ways

which others can appear, and limit our own ability to see different ways of being. The approach,
then, of social construction feminism has been to document and educate about the ways that
genderedstructures and processes affect the individual, and larger society, with much of the

work beginning in academic circles and filtering out to activist spaces.

This is where we see a significant critique of social construction feminism. Because
gendering igervasive in our social ordering, changing gendered behaviour at the individual
level does not necessarily change gendered organizations or striictubes, 2012) Although
there is some hope in a building wgeotime of these influences, work must be done at the
individual and social levels at the same tifResman, 2004)Although there has been some
success in law and policy, we continue to organize and order through gender, maintaining the
gender ed por t i2011)fraankes. Aso,dvigeee \engedisacknowledgetha
primary mechanism of ordering, it can risk overshadowing other important ways of social
ordering like poverty, racial identitgisability, or sexuality Seeing only through gender, then,
can suffer froncommon critiques of feminismw/here the notio of the sisterhood of womes
consideredat the expense of the diversity expressed by woaath ignores the intersectional
natures of oppression and gugmtion experienced by mai§ollins, 2019) Discussions within
social construction fainism carthereforefeel remarkablywWhite, and centered on the gendered
experiences of Awomen, 0 even while simultaneo

individualized experiences within that category inform and influence the embodiment of gender.

Social construction feminism and reddit
Gender as a social constructionisessemtiale n t hi nki ng about ,aseddit ds

their ideological foundations are tiedunderstandingef gender and sex/gender systeF.
them, gendeis asocial system likda r t (RO®4secial institutionandis expressly structural
in delimiting proper action and inactidocused expresslynogender identityit is alsotied (in

both /r/IMensRights and /r/TheRedPill) to categories of biologicals®¥lating these things and
arguing against equality and/or equity based on those bélisfss in botltommunities lean
quite heavilyon genderas proper orderinfpr men and womerandsee the structural conditions
of genderedegregationist practice as rootedhatue rather thasocial powerThe result of
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these presuppositionstsh at t he socially constructed origi:
mends versus womenod6s wor k, arenatoremobnsrture,@anmds us Wwo
serve as justification for all mannersafbjugation and subordinatiohhese arguments appear

regularly, and the following quote provides a typical example.

Questioning "equality”, the feminist sacred cow

Why do feminists assume "equality” is a gbwadural thing?!

| challenge the basic assumption that equality in itself is a good goal. Has this even
been proven to be the natural state?!

Aren't the female of the species in some animals bigger than the male, and vice versa?
Some are hunters while the opposite sex isn't.

So the basic assumption that human males should have the same role as human
females still needs to be proven.

For example, why do you automatically assume that the number of women in STEM
fields should naturally be the same as men's?! Why assume that its lower number is
because of "the system of discrimination & bias" and NOT a naamdéncy?

| honestly think that this basic idea should be challenged.

/u/Salamacast, May 12, 2020
Social construction feminism, and the understanding that gender rofebrcated by people
with cettain outcomes in mindecome essential in understandamgl contextualizing the
arguments made by the users in /r/MensRightd@nhdeRedPill Their argument this area
are structuredtb reposition gender equigs an unnatural position, and counterproductive to
individual and groupwellbeing.The reliance on sexual dimorphism and assumed human
biological imperativege.g.,hunting versus gathering) allow them to ignpoaver, historical

structures, and other layers of influendgen proposingnequality as the human statpso.

Technofeminism

Technologie® and users have always come together to form a new kindadreiructed

entity, a cyborg that cannot exist without the contributions of both parts. The aybatgd

through ceconstruction provides an especially useful metaphor for understanding ditaV di
technologyuser hybridization occurs through social internet spaces like reddit. Doing so recycles
the ways thaHaraway(1990, 2006used the cyborg to help frame understandings of gender,

race, and identity over 30 years ago, by imbricating technologies and users in wagarbat

privilege one over the other. Stofi®95)consders this kind of technolacal integration into

40 Here | mean all technologies, but this is especially presitientime of ubiquitous mobile computing and the
internet of things.
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the human a prosthesis. The notion of the cyborg (or prosthetic technologies) and the complex
interface between human and technology which are at its core, are essential to the technofeminist
perspectivewli h si mul t aneousl!| y i ttechmieatpsoducteenablingpustogy as
conceive of a mutual shaping r gWacmana008,p.i p bet
15). ltalsoipoi nt s b eoyrsemfdhe didita divide te the connections between gender
inequality and other forms of inequality, which come into view if we examine the broader
political and economic basis of the networks
(Wajcman, 2004, p.121) I n doing so, explains Wajcman, te
lingering tendency to view technology as necessarily patriarchal and the temptation to
essentialize gender, 0 bot hhuflanand machng, aswelas al i ¢
acknowledging that technological development can serve as both bane and boon in gendered

politics.

Technofeminism provides the primary focus for feminist analysis inmésesarch and
allows for a multimodal approach to theadysis of technological and cultural phenomena
Technology is neither the utopic solution to our misbalanced sex/gender systems, nor the
persistent tool of the patriarchy to systemat
combination of the work afocal construction feminist ideasyborg feminismgyberfeminism,
critical cultural studies, and the social studies of science and technology, technofeminism tries to
bridge feminismbés conflicted ut o(Waocmana20@, dy st o
2006, 2007)Technofeminism, says #)tman(2006)

fifuses the insights of new streams of gender theory with a thoroughgoing materialist

approach to the social studies of technoléggy t hi s approach treats t
sociatechnical product, enabling us to conceive of a mutual shaping relationship

between gender and technoldgge for example Oudshoorn et al., 2004chnology

is then understood as both a source and a consequence of gender odfatith)s

Fortechnofeminism, technology is not neutral, and its creation and develograbotind by

the social and cultural spaces where it was created, and those who cré&uechian approach
shares the constructivist conception of technology as a socioteahetic@irk, and recognizes

the need to integrate the material, discursive and social elements of technoscientifiadpractice
(Wajcman, 2004, p. 10/\Wajcmanframesthe intersections of the social and technological in a

way which mas easily to my research sigxplaininggt hat #fAtechnol ogy is alw
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socio-material producta seamless web or network combining artefacts, people, organizations,
cul tur al me a n i n20QC,p. 406)l overlapping lcaeedtigreabvayg in the pecess

of becoming.

Wacj mands c onotiregwoverdnd coredted @ahnologies and gender
prescriptionglo not apply only to digital technologies, and other researchers have made these
connections to other technological developmddsing the dfice as an illustrative backdrop,

Laurence Rickel§1997)describes how the development and implementation of office

technologies have served to reinforce and entrench gendered ordering of work and social power.
Rickels shows the -madiderwwlrt r ®d ©Omu.r MMa) st hr o
and elephone operators, and uses these lessons to explain that églesnt e r n  f emi ni s m
al ways been on t he wa yThetsocialtsaettioghohtechnblegyneinsh i s mo ( p
technological developmentisasimportardé t he t echnol wgyciat $§elbt heas
is bound together as much as by the technical as by the social. Society itself is built along with

obj ect s a@Wajcnam 2084 @ 29The same is true of digital computiagd the

history of women apioneersandessential agenta digital computing, computer science, and
programming/Abbate, 202; Hicks, 2017)The active inclusion of women in certain rolesy(,
programmingand machine operatiortheir exclusion from othe(g.g., project management)

and their erasure from thnéstories of computing most often tolretelling of the gender

dynamics at playn thepower, control, and capitalism relatedctumputing(Margolis & Fisher,

2003) The structuresnd precedents settine social context of the 1958ad1960saround

women in computing hawhrough linst o t o d a y 6nder issees in @aiBdlut, P@21;

Vogels, 2021)For a specifiand dark exampleéAnita Thale(2014)is among the many authors

(see also Braithwaite, 2016; Burgess & Matamdfemandez, 2016; Chess & Shaw, 2015;

Massanari, 2017; among otheve)o explore#gamergaté (andT hal er 0 s specficdly | ook s
atreddit)to show how the sociabnstructs and affordances around media products allow for

deep and disturbing harassmemhile simultaneously allowing for exposure and messalgyng

the harassed.

41 #Gamergate waslaoselycoordinatedset of misogynistic attacks and threats to women game developers,
journalists, and criticmeantto silence these women and agender individuals through fear, intimidation, and
violence(Chess & Shaw, 2015; Massanari, 2017; Schultz et al., 2021)
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Since Waj cman 0 s, aridthe wodkaftotheysikdRickels{I®97k
technofeminism has been takenin variety ofwayse x ami ni ng girl s6 techno
(Almjeld, 2018) investigating toxic troll commenting cultu(€linnin & Manthey, 2019)
interrogating the relationships that medical technologiese s cr i be t oand€vomenos b
potentially undermine their agenfiyrost & Haas, 2017hs a way to democratise technological
innovation(ShiversMcNair et al., 2018)and as a way to explore feminist theoretical
development relativeottechndogies and technological soetultural roles over timéDeVoss,
2019) Technofeminism has been most recently and most effectively taken up by black scholars
andother scholars of dour in exploring the relationships between black women (and other
women of colour) to technologiggsarticularly relative to thpolicing, oppressiorand
subjugatiorof people of colour (especially womeiBenjamin, 2019; Browne, 2015;
Buolamwini, 2017; Noble, 2018pandto critique the ongoing issa®f overwhelming

Whiteness and Westernism in technofeminist theory and préb@sgook, 202Q)

Reddit as a platform (and as software until the code moved away from being open source
in 2017), is a soormaterial producby design, where users bring and discusserdrgnd over
time the site has developed and evolved along with its (Isegsrio-Chafkin, 2018)
Technofeminism providetheoryto seereddit and its users asterwoven and inextricably
connected and informing one of the other. These deep sociafdibgst explored not with large
data sets and decontextualized data, but rather through the rhetoreogarnidnces of the
individuals ad small groups which live them.

Feminist Studies of Menand M asculinity

The feminist studies of men is focused on understanding men as gendered beings, alongside
women, who encounter and are potentially subjugated by the same types of gendered
understandings about behaviour, action, and expression as Wibowd, 2010; Tarrant, 2009;

van der Gaag, 2014)mportarly, men are affected by thegendered understandinigssimilar,

but also different ways than womdeading to some profound differences in gendered
experiences of similar phenomefleasants, 2011; R. M. Schmitz & Haltom, 201¥js also
important to recognize that some ways, (almost) all of feminist inquiry is, at least in part,
study of men insofar asreflects or refractgatriarchal power and gender issues imbued within
hierarchiesl do notmean to imply that feminism is about men much asdicate that th

study of men through feminist theory should bebut of place even when that study is
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expressly about meWhera ferdinisméssituated asxap antitheteal ¢ e .
perspective to patriarchy, then feminist inquiry is always situated as a critical study @frmaen,

the social positioeithey inhabit and (sometimes) perpetuate.

In this casemen are not the foihatchechgaimt womends subordinat
emancipation, but instead are the subject of their own examination to expand and explore the
complexity of their own gendered experieffE®od, 2011; C. W. Johnson, 2013; Landreau &
Murphy, 2011, Lorber, 2012; Roussel & Downs, 2008hat the feminist studies of men reveal
is that men, alongside women, experience the world as gendered beings, and although men
maintain a level of cultural privilege associated with being male in egtal society, not all
men benefit in the same ways from that privilege. There are hierarchies at work even within the
seeming homogenous group of nieor even subgroups lik&/hite, middle class me(Dowd,

2010; M. Kimmel, 2017; Landreau, 2011; Precopio et al., 2017; Tarrant,.2009)

The works of important masculinities scholars like R.\Wwn@ell, Michael Messner, Jack
HalberstamMicheal Flood.and others, have been actively informed by feminist theory, but
these scholars present as sociologmtgchologistsme n 6 s , srtqueelschelarsyather than
feminist scholars. Their worlandthe work ofothers,is about masculinity and its place in social
and personal embodiments, not necessarily the emancipatory outcomes of feminism more
broadly. This might be because they began academic careers prior to the rise of the more
inclusive and amepting nature of thirgvave feminist spaces. It may also be because to
functionalize feminist theory for other disciplines, active use of, but not dedication to, f@minis
has been more productiv&here are also maidentified scholars whoame themselves
feminists and use feminist theory actively and openly in their scholatahgisure studies this
is exemplifiedby Corey Johnso(2013, 2014)but this type of oufront male feminist scholar is
less common thatlhe prefeminist scholars listed abovEogether, the work of these scholars
has establishedsmolid grounding in the feminist studies of m@tares, 2014)

The most salienpotentialcritique of my ownwork grounded in feminism, and about
mends parti ci mare broadlyjs thenpoteénal moj knowisgty or otherwise, eopt
feminist theory and practic&his ceoptationcould bea way of differentiating or somehow
highlighting my own work, or clandestinely undermining feminism altogether. GaatD)
discussed this possibilitguggesting that men doing work in feminism could be understood as a

form of imperialism; that there is no way for men to be made-elgsivalent to women,
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regardless of perspectivEhe broader critiquef male ceoptation is taken up at length in

O k usri2014)editedbook on the prdeministma&n 6 s mo ,\esecally in chapters yares
(2014)and Kimmel(2014) but this discussion is largely about ffemninism rather thn feminist
identity. As a man workingvith feminist theory and social justicemust be carefully reflexive
about my own positions of power, influence, and prejudice as | (@r/. Johnson, 2013; C.
W. Johnson & Cousineau, 2018hechallenges of this approach and a discussion of thesethic

of my work as presented in this documeaitne later in this section.

Intersectionality and Feminism

The question of a place for intersectionality and intersectional thimkinty researchs an

important oneand the relationship of intersectionalityth@ work presented in this dissertation

is exploredbelow. Intersectionality has been theorised and contextualized as a concept, heuristic
device, paradigm, framework, and the¢@ollins & Bilge,2016) fia conceptual too
understanding and i nt(EBvansWimersi&Egposaop20i9,g!52p h e n o me
di scour se, a naniniigdaev crtical apalyss afidsacial action might inform one

an ot (Rdlinsp2019, p. 3)The breadth and depth of penetration that intersectionality has had

in academics, popular media, politics, and laweds<ollins(2019) owes much to the initial

presentation and use of the term as a metaphor for the overlapping, interacting, and

interconnected experiences of oppression and marginalization experienced by women of colour
(Crenshaw, 1990; Guidzo& Berger, 2009, p. 65)'he use of metaphor allowed the concept to

have wide appeal and applicabilitghe notion of the intersection, or the coming together of

elements from different trajectories is deeply familiar and easy to conceptualize.dehe wi

adoption of the concept has led, inevitably to conflicts in its potential application(s), various
meaningmaking processes, and genealogies of the concept and the way that it can be (or should

be) applied to theory that came before or was contemporsineaui t h Cr e (Carbimwdé s wo
& Edenheim, 2013; Collins & Bilge, 2016)

Thirty years after Crenshaw brought the contetcademic life, and because of its
broad appeal, Patricia Hil | -refleotibn, intersectianality ues t h
could easily become just another soci;al theor
another f orcmbafl | fBeéhd & de mil n  hstasituate intdrseaiandlity i ng f o
as critical social theory, Collif019)names the core constructs of intersectionality as

relationality, power, social inequality, social context, complexity, and social justice, and argues
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that intersectionality without any one of these elements, especially a fososiahjustice, is in

danger of being copted for purposes that do not forward equity work. The presupposition that

social justice is always already part of intersectionality is the greatest danger, since without an
express social justice orientation, thteer elements of intersectional thinking can lead us to dark
places. As an example, Collinspressmugeni ¢cs as a fionce nor mal sc
understandings of race, gender, class, nation, age, ethnicity, sexuality, and ability in ways that

made its core premises intelligible and that simultaneously generated support for its political

goal so (p. 16) . But eugenics was a science de
populations of peopldtwasad s ci ent i fi ¢c6 wayepowertheastint ain and
reverberates in important ways (including being taken up in renewed and troubling ways by
ultranationalists and white supremaci@tair, 2019; Paul et al., 20)7and is therefore an

important illustration ofvhy the elements of intersectionalityust all bgoresent and working in

concert

With the multiplicity of applications for intersectionality and the confusion about both
its ontoepistemologica(Carbin & Edenheim, 2013nd practical applicatiofCollins, 2019;
Collins & Bilge, 2016) it is with some trepidation that | engage with the concept of
intersectional feminism. Intersectionality, in many ways, hagmal f r om fAbei ng a si
and conflict to YWhite) feminism, to a consensaeeating signifier that not only made the
concept successful but al so enabtlkdsiawnedontémi:
based on a denial of power as stitutive for all subjects (andnewu b j e c t(Garbm&i ke ) o
Edenheim, 2013, p. 234My thinking about employing an intersectional feminism, then, is
complicated byhis fact in that, as White, cishet man, does myseof this perspective further
the-idall usi vityd that potentially waters down
that intersectionalitgxtendsrom a black feminist perspectiy€renshaw, 1990, 2019, 2020)
but the breadth and depthitd usemakes the distinction of an intersectional feminism

challenging for me without feelings of -@ption.

Seeing intersectionality, and subsequently igtienal feminism, as a discourse
(Collins, 2019; McKibbin et al., 201%jas allowed me to better justify its use in thinking and
has calmedears of contributing to the appropriation of the concept for my own ends. Building
from McKibbin et al.(2015) wher e fAdi scourse creates an obj e

determines who can speak and be heard in relation to a particular discourse, and is characterised
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by certain tropes or ways of speakictogalitabout
creates an object of knowledge that reflects on the relationality, power, social inequality, social
context, and complexity a given place, time, historical circumstance, and assemblage of subjects
that is always framed by social justice.

The dscourse of intersectionality also remains ontologically promiscuhish allows
it to contend with other feminist discourses (e.g., poststructural feminism), and remain open to a
variety of methodological and praxis orientations. It creates a femincs that, reflexive of
Co | |(20h9%cdre constructs, simultaneously calls on researchers and thinkers to include all of
them in research and theorisation, aad beopen toWhite, hetero mero,while the focus of
intersectional thiking as presented by Crenshaw is theorized around black women and blackness
more generallyconsidering it as a discourse in my work allows me to create an object of
knowledge that examines relationality, power, social inequaidgtext, and complexityith

race as a component, but not the primary focus.

To think with intersectionality, but not foreground race as the central axis of
considerationss not a move to leave race out, bather a result of my praxis and positionality
asa White marwhosefocus is on masculiies My trainingin feminist and masculinities theory
has attenuated me to see different thisgswhile race and its effedse undoubtedly present in
the context of mylatg | am not (currently) equipped with the right toolssee it.I did not code
for race oracialized language as | conducted my research, and | am admittedly less well
equipped to identify, parse out, and analysa others would be with the same data set.

Race, while not discussedertly or frequently enougin my datato push through my
blindness to its presence and influeriogactsthe data through presumptive White standard.
Described by authors like Balkenhol and Schra(@619)as an absent presence, it is Bely
the absence of discussions of race that allows users to assume the White male standard
( M6 c h ar eOk4) sotwhilaposts,andZzomments (especially from /r/MensRights) regularly
come from southern European countries (e.g., Spain) as well as India and Pakistan, the cultural
and geographical differences in sex/gender role assumptions are rarely did€xasgiles from
these countries are regularly taken up by (presumably North American) users as examples of the
global influence of feminism, and a global coordinated effort to subordinateTimemack of
recognition about important inteultural differenesand racial considerations involvedtrying

to discuss a uni indicatssdhat thenpostérssandecanpnentersare iatly
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consciouslthinking very much about rac€his issomething thagjenerally indicatesespecially
in technology(but in all aspects of life}hat the speaker is White and the presumptive audience
of users is White as weglBenjamin, 2019; Buolamwini, 2017; Noble, 2013)

Masculinities Theories
Perhaps not <coincidental | y ,academis stuglyohmesa and me n 6 s
masculinities share roots in the feminist movement of the 1970s and Ag8demic feminism
had torn apart the notions of broad and singular geldet representatiosithat were (and in
some places remain) the vanguards of social science. Authors Betty Ki6@3jh Germaine
Greer(1970) and The Combahee River Collectid®79)propelled critical femirst inquiry;
critical inquirythat was taken up in fields like leisure studies by scholars like Karla Henderson
(1990)and Sue Sha\{1985)*2 In the 1970snen like Warren Farre(1975)were beginning to
agitate for recognition of meandacadgnicaivicceer ed exp
beginning to studynen as gendered beinggh socially contingent experiences basedale
identities Even though Farrell wentonto becoméhe academi c vanguard of
movemen{(1996, 2012)the contributions made by him and others at the time, combined with
the feminist work illuminatig gender as an important element of social ingopgned up
opportunity to authors likMicheal Messner, James Messerschmidt, R.W. Corered Micheal
Kimmel to begin workon men and masculinigxpressly This is the birtlof the modern study

of men ad masculinities.

In the 40 years since the modern study of masculirbggsin to take shapexploring
mends experiences as men and t he wasesandddat ma
significantly. While a genealogy of masculinities is twag the scope of this dissertatjdime
pertinent theories of masculinities representation are covered here to provide context to the
discussions of discourses and engendering of masculinitfotlzat. | will spend some time on
Connel | s ¢ on enasoulinity tbestdblesty its nsefuiness in discussions abweit
malleability or multiplicity of masculinity as it is represented by users online. | will also touch on

hybrid andgeek masculinitiesss thes@rovide additional context for latehaptersaand

42t is important to acknowledge that although | have included The Combahee River Collective here, their work and
the work of other feminists of colouras not taken up as readily or as quickly as the White feminist scholars | have
included. This is part of a regular critique of second wave femingmhitewashing or erasure of women of colour

as part of the feminist movement under the banner of repatigenofclldwomen. This generalization is ironic

given the push for representation inherent in the second wave.
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discussions of masculinities discourdesill borrow fromKar | a @020)wooktusing s
notions of open and closedasculinities, and her apal metaphowof the closed centre and open
margins to discuss how these forms of masculmiékeit accessiblén some spaces, but also
close them off in otherd.he work of explicating and situatirigese diverse masculinities will
then lead into a discussion about hmasculinities intersect with the digitahdscape andreate

spaces that are filled by atfitie mi ni st mends groups.

Hegemonic Masculinity

The concept of hegemonic masculirgtyd eluadating its influence on individuals and society

comes from the work of R.W. Conn€ll9952005; 1985) Connell use@nd extendethe work

of Antonio Gramsci(1971)whohada k en up Mar xd6s work on hegemon
The hegemon iMa r xni&rpretation was a domineering leadad creator of norms that serve

those in powe(Boswell, 2004)Gramsci concluded that the leader figure was not required for
hegemonyd function, and that could exist in any relationships between those who have power

and those who do né€. W. Johnson et al2015) Connell (1995/2005¢xplains that hegemonic
masculinity is Athe configuration of gender p
answer to the problem of the legitimacy of patriarchy, which guarantees (or is taken to

guarantee) thedomannt posi ti on of men and tAs€oesyubor di na
Johnson andhave written elsewheti@ our review of hegemonic masculinity and its application

in feminist research on masculinitphegemony requires no physical force and insteadatger
through indirect coercion (valued ideol ogi es)
desire to seek accept €nW. dohrson & Causimeaun2618,¢.€1298 d n o

For Connell the generative capacity of indirect coercion and unconscious consent gives
the cultural markers of masculinity enormous hegemonic paviservalue of all men in the
system of hegemonic masculinity is always measured agaidstith power over womerbut
also serves to create hierarchical and divisional structures betwedMesserschmidt, 2018)
These hierarchical and divisiorstluctures come to be through multiplthways (family and
peergroup saial influence, media, cultural norms, etihat makehegemonic processes and
ideals a matrix rather than monolittfldalberstam, 2011)his matrix structure also makes
hegemonic masculinity malleable and allows it to flex and change with changdtinal
norms, between cultes, and between generations. The hegemonic masculinity of my uncles is

not the same as my fatldgrand roneare the same as mine.
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Whil e Connel |l 6s ¢ onc elpasbeenfcritiduedgaaynobtimsec ma s c u
critigues have been reflexive of the walgat the concept was taken up by otheather than
Connel |l 6s ori gi nal schwmidti(@018)exploresthose cdtiquesarsdefddle s s e r
well as critiques that contributed to Connell
reformulation of hegemonic masculinities the@@05) Chief among the complamabout
hegemonic masculinity is that it can become a staridr simpler and rare rigid concepts of
the performance of masculinjty o r i asownding synanymffar atype of rigid,
domi neeri ng, s gMesserschmid 2048; gh 8dfhe moeersamscholaranade
in using hegemonic masculinity to reflect dominelmaracteristicss an example of what
Christine Beasley2008)c a | | s jwhiere theprepesentation diaracteristics that are
dominant in the representation of masculinity are not necessarily hegethegimay not
contribute directit o | egi t i mat i nwpmeneand otiser npgiesserschmidt,e
2018). What Beasley and Messerschiatk getting at is that when vpeit too much emphasis
on the masculinity part of hegemonic masculinity, and begin to ignore the hegemonic part, we
lose the significance of the concapthinking with theory about masknity and it affects on
people, places, and societielsinghegemonic masculinity as a theory, we bagin to
understand the different performances of masc
online We can also begin tdraw connections beten them and theommunity representations

put forward through their diverse types of involvements and actions online and offline.

Hybrid Masculinity

The term hybriccomes from botany and is used to describe a species that is produced through
the mixing oftwo (or more) separate speciéiybridization isoftendone tobring characteristics

of one species to anotherith the hope that the hybrid version will be superior to the donor
specieslt is in the context of bringing traifsom one to another that the term hybrid is used in
relation to masculinityHybrid masculinityir e f er s t o menés d$el ecti ve i
performances and identity elements associated with marginalized and subordinated masculinities
and femininities (Bridges & Pascoe, 2014, p. 24énd is done for a variety of reasohke

concept of the hybridization of masculinity is not newd masculinities scholars like Micheal
Messner have beewriting about the incorporatiorf alentity elementérom marginalized

groups by privileged mesince the early 199(81essner, 1993)0n the surface, theea of

hybridized masculinities seemsdpenroom within the canon of acceptable masculinity
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representations and embodimentpéople who, for whatever reasao notfit in traditional
understandings of masculinitxnderson(2008)saw hybridization in this way, and coined

inclusive masculinityas a way to express their wief reductions in inequality anzhallenging

gender and sexual soceistemsAnder sonds i ncdeams almost emaacgpataryl i ni t
in rendering more open the closed centrmatculinities tahe margingK. Elliott, 2020)

However, as Bridges and Pas¢@614)point out, the hybridization of masculinities is entirely

more complicated than the opening up of a closely guardedrcantl often serves as a means

of re-entrenchment and 4marginalizatiorof nonthegemonic masculinities through the selective

and ultimately exclusionary incorporation of specific, safe elenfemtsthe marginsBridges

and Pascoe suggebat hybrid masulinity is castas a kind of smoke screen i f ur t her
entrenching, and often c¢onc eanddugyesttheilowiegqual i ty
consequences of hybrid masculinity

The first of B20l4cgnsesuercesaf hybadizatianésdliscursive
distancingHybridization creates a kind of rhetorical separation between concepts of hegemonic
masculinity and taWhite, straight men that most commortdke on hybridized masculinities.

In creating that discursive distance, say Bridges and Pastkome n] al so (and ofte
align themselves withét ( p . eRptessingublities that reaffirm dominan@end typical

hegemonic masculine formBridges and Pascasse the work of Messné2007)and
Messerschmid{2010)to explore howby incorporating selective narratsef caring,

compassion, and vulnerabiljtgolitical leadersvho are menn the United States have been able

to perpetuate strong man images that have propelled public policy internationallyaladnile

reaping the begfitsofi s of t er 6 mas c ul i nhese characteristByintatheic or por a
public-facing personas, theyre distanced from traditional strongman political figurgttmurt

make no substantive policy moves in that directidhe distance is discursive.

The secona@onsequence is strategic borrowisgrategic borrowing ithe essentialized
useby White, straight merof identity markergorged througtbattles for rights and recognition
T the grafting of a positionality of gpession onto White masculinity. It is tappropriaion of
traits to replace a White, straight masculinity seemeaninglessnd without an identity beyond
the perceiveghejorative Strategic borrowing isgrhaps the most prescient of the traithyfrid
masculinitiefor my researchsincein strategic borrowingVhite men frame themselves as

victims, allowing them to take up discoursesheingdisaffectedand combatants against
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inequity. This grafting of a positionality of oppression onto White soalinity allows thenybrid
masculingpersona to claim new territory of representatignle not really giving up much

actual power or social control. Bridges and Pascoe ugelHe (2@L2)work on antiracist and

White nationalistgroupsto illustrate how White supremacistasculinity functionalises the
concept of bei ng sfatusnad mth wariors and dppressed persdnsg without
giving up the privilege of beingepresentative of White, straight, state pafiét e | 1(202)s

book positiongnasculinity and white nationalism in concert as elements that some men feel are
under simultaneous and coordinated atthek will lead to the dissolution of modern society

These connected elemeltdading tothe development of prepper cultuegmed and racialized

militia culture, and apocalyptic cultism. Dani¢E)09a)examined racism and White supremacy
online and exposed the coordinated and rdaltietted wayshat these forces worked against

civil rights and equitySee also Aharoni & Féron, 2020; Ferber, 2000; A. Kelly, 2043} only

does this appropriatiomot diminish the power of these White men, or work actively against
inequality, it perpetuates he mar gi nal i zat i eclassmén, réligiauomen,me n, w
undereducated men, rural men, and men of color (among others) as the bearers of uneducated,
backwards, toxic, patriarchal masculinitgBridges & Pascoe, 2014, p. 253heappropriation

of oppression and victimhood is a mainstay of /r/MensRi@td /r/TheRedPill but in different

ways) where thadeological ethos of the group is predicated on men as the subordinated class in
Western society n Ne w h er e b u this hesesReminingsin(thesbadpnazy ones) belive

that womens rights aren't enough and men have more rights. There is no actual men's rights. Men
have basic HUMAN rights where as women actual
(/u/mr_skullduggery, Mah, 2020) The antifeminism that is expressed in the group is an

outgrowth of this, and blamésminism for a cultural pivot towards the oppression of men.

The lastconsequencef a hybridizedmasculinityis the fortification of boundarie$Vhile
White staight memmight seem to blur boundaries betweeiturally dominant forms of
masculine representation and other forms of masculiyitgngaging with hybridityin doing so
they often engage in what Donovd®98)c al | s fAimasculbi Rat h-edingt hani ng
the codes of mascuiiy to open upaclosed centre to thmargins(K. Elliott, 2020) new

discourses are fi@ascribed as mascuknideals for the purposes of domination and confo).

43 Play on words intentional.
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while openingoptions within thepaletteof masculine representation, each of these is leveraged

to maintain cultural hegemony through masculinity.

InallofBr i d ges a(@al4)ddesasqueacesooshybrid masculinity, but especially
in the fortification of boundaries, we see the applicatipthe members of /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPillof what Demetriof2001)calls dialectical pragmatisswhereit he f undament
class is in constant, mutual dialectical interaction with the allied groups and apjgsoneit
appears pragmatically useful and constructive for the project of domination at a particular
hi storical nmFoarre ne x0a nippl. e ,3 4t5hhe mai nt enance of tF
Ir/TheRedPillin done byemploying a fluctuatingand obfuscatng opennessdé to a var
waysofbeing A The al pha sope(c/tur/uynaviise rhilleigte?2e@dis Apr i | 20
illustrative because through the long text post the author deshobeh e was fit he type
who believed the only type of alpha males was a 6'3 ripped dude with tattoos all over and a tough
attitude, spitting bad words all over the place and driving a tuned noisy challembet learned
that it was a lot about attitedvhena | e s s caworkarveas dble W bave sex with the
woman halesired Thepoint the author is making teat being Alpha is about attitude over body
type, although the utility of being fit, tall, and good looking is nenegrdered unimportanThe
pivot around attitudend its influenceowh o c &hptha&6é 6i s al ways rel ati v
performance ob B e t a &0 even ad attitade coopted and rendered an effective meais
exercising dominatiorwhat is Alpha behaviour is only ever megesi against whas believed
to be Beta at a given moment.

Beta dtitudinal traits stop/u/javiercer20rom being sexually satisfied, astbpothers
from maintaining control over their relationshipis another usérs ,¢hes sneanbeing

cheated onseen as a relationsHiyasedutcome of embodying Beta traits

~

il | earned this the hard way al so. l 6m not
andfit . |l thought that was the cor beeauset one of
my wife cheated on me hellaaaa timésu know what | learned? I'm not alpha at all,
doesndét matter chowkmuesimel | (/ugd@Xk Puisaprperin k ne s s 0
29, 2020.

Thedialectical pragmatism of the group allows feovement in what it means te Blpha, and

for those who do not meet the physical markers laid out by the ideology to also have a place
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within a spectrum of acceptable masculinByt, this is always relative to some other,-not
acceptable performance of masculiritigt helps create an us/them yes/no relationship relative to
behaviours and performancesdre-inscription of new boundaries adtenthe product othe act

of appropriatia.

Masculinity, Masculine Embodiment, Digital Technologies,and the Internet

The internet is a terrible place to be a womniEme existence akvenge pornograplfyf or

serious death and rape threats to women journétiats, clear indications of that. The inflated

and vitriolic gender discourses online have to do, at least in part, with the ability to enact
simultaneously the embodiment of masculinity in its most aggressive forms, while being able to
remain anonymous witlittle fear of direct recoursefit o di scuss geek and net
discuss masculinify in particularWh i t e mal e (Maasanary 2017np. 333N

before currensocial networkingsites like Instagram, or GeBocial Networking Applications

(GSNASs) like Tinder or Grindf where photographs play an important role in participant

identification- individuals were living the embodied nature of presented genders online. Cherny
(1994)found that users who presented as men on Nlgér Dungeons (MUD)s were far less

|l i kely to emote affectionate Ahugso or Awhugg
count er pa (1995,.199@eutenkiVe distisssions on gender swapping in thebtesed

MUDs of the time showed how users embodied their characters, insofar as they believed their

online activites were as real as their offline activities. In different whgsh examples are about

how the virtual setting allows individuals to project and provisionally experience other social

roles, but those social roles are always tied to the lived socialiexpeiof the individual in their

iraealfed context.

The foundational elements of these idebprojectionare discussed by Scha@®06)as
he relates the disembodied nature of virtual personas to poststructuralist and postmodern

theories. Schaa@madewpladi dacttlsadt oiff [iHe @re rea
constructions, then we cahl|l dweWwonirt ¢ehet i@gossli &
(co)constructing the self, their genders, and
“Revengeporiii nvol ves the public release online of photos of

originally meant for exclusive viewing by an intimate partner, for purposes of revfragglois & Slar, 2017, p.
121) One kind ofnonconsensual pornographiy is outlawed in most of the United Stat€yber Civil Rights
Initiative, 2021)and CanadéAllen, 2019)

45 See Chess and Shaw (2015) for an excellent analysis of this.
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Although a seeming utopic expression of the statcturalist nature of virtual worlds, Schaap

cites the works of KendafR002)and Herring(1994)to help indicate that many online spaces

have evolved into masculine spacgih social codesind behaviour shaped by traditionalist
heteronormative and hegemonic expectati&pressions of female identification/embodiment

are strictly policed. Thistrict gendering xt ends t o t he technol ogies t
(2006)explains that we give service technologies historically feminine characteristics such as

Aimal |l eabhepceaemi vulnerable, attractive, and
being sexyanddesirb | e. Our most common helS3rM ndmaeomoasl
Alexa Googl eds f emal e “gtandin sharp cardrasi tstheanalé persomified i ¢ e )
knowledge supec o mp ut er r o bAatsa Thoughtseandlumlstétasdings abibet

gendered embodiments of technologies extend far beyond naming and voicing; they are

embedded in the infrastructure and developmental structures of those pieces of tech. While a
thorough exploration of the history of networked computer technologiesyatems is beyond

the scope of this worland there are a numberiofernet histories that either ignore or pass over

the contributions of women as foundational contributors to this developtnerd are a number

of histories of digital computers, technologies, and the people who helped develop and

popularise them that do not eraseitidispensable contributiorad presencef women(see

Abbate, 1999, 2012; Hicks, 2017; Margolis & Fisher, 2003)

Geek Masculinity

Hybrid masculinityand developing digital technologigsovide several direct and useable
examples of how changes in the ways that masculinity is represented are useful in understanding
mascul inity i n o retditTfhe contephd geeksnpsautinggsaithiwidits e
2016; Lockhart, 2015; Massanari, 2015; A. Salter & Blodgett, 2pdof)ides a cultural example
of the principles of hybridization and a window into different, but similar, ways that the
inclusion of previously derided traits in discourses of aa@ptmasculinity have shifted power
in a connected world. The move of geekdom away from the margins toward a cultahadg
representation has been underway since the early 1@8@®ferencing some of the early work
on masculinity and computing is partant to draw contextual lines for the evolutiorgeék
masculinity. Ethnographic work on early networked communities discussed the influence of

masculinities and their hold on technologies through the lens of gendered experiences. Lori

%You can change most of these to have a male voice, but
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Kendall(1998)a n d S e a n (1P9)worke dn MsltitUser Dungeons (MUDs) are good
examples of how users performed their own gatekeeping about gender roles online that matched
offline expectations about technology (and computers in particular) as the domain of men and
boys. Authors like Fergs Murray(1993) Mary Ware and Mary Stugid 985) and Sidney
Kaplan(1983)were exploring the associations between masculinity and computer technologies
before therewren et wor ked i nteracti ons (198KveorkpravidddUDs . W
interesting insight into computer magazine advertisements in tlyel®80s and the deeply

gendered representations of computer users in the nascent popularization of personal computing.

The integration of geekdom into valued masculinity becomes a new kikevehge of
the Nerdsexcept now the nerds and jocks are orthénsaméfor readng on the idea of
Abrogrammer so see: K.uGeek masculihiy hat peerRakenqip by othe2 0 1 3 )
authors who are examining the relationships between embodied understandings of masculine
identity and power onlin@raithwaite, 2016; Marwick, 2017and the cocept is present in
work on queer women of colour in gaming cult(ikeakamura, 2012)The power exerted by
geek masculinity to oppress other identities features in these works, and they offer important
insight into how the previously marginstd geek identity was able to gain a foothold of power.
This push to power is less about the rise of geeks, and more about abating the loss of masculine
identity as segments of social power move away from traditional markers of masculine identity
(athletcism, physical dominance, mechanical abilignd toward technological expertise and
acumen. By integrating geeks into who can represent a masculine ideal, the masculine becomes
situated to control technological space as it does athletic space, andtdosls losing power to
other identities, be they gendered, raced, sexualized, or otherwise. For Nakamura, the more
(gaming) capital becomes identified with White masculinity, the more bitter the battles for space
and more visceral the responses to embedimdifferent from that White, geek masculinity will

become.

Similar to KedNhitEhl199sSalterand Bodget2017)explainin
their book on toxic geek masculinity that the success of the i@xenge of the Nerds the
time of the inital surge in personal computing and compuotgented geek success and fame,
created possibilities for legitimating geekdom as an accepted personal identity. Prior to the
foregrounding of nerds as potential heroes (thrdrevenge of the Nerdsind elitege.g. Bill
Gates and Jeff Bezos as early tech billionaires), the nerd/geek occupied a social narrative of
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vulnerability (the oppresseil)a useful but marginalized individual who lacked the masculine
characteristics required to excel in a patriarchal wirtetkhart, 2015)But with the

development of computing technologies as amaéa gain wealth and power, as well as control

over others, the geek/nerd developed narratives of being the oppressor and the technocrat that
thrust the geek into newly accessible positions of domingtiookhart, 2015)The transition

that renders accessible positions of domination for geek identity carries with it implications for
masculinity. Geek identity remains highly gendered and so the rise of the geek is entangled with

the changing social construction of whatérans t o fibe a man, 0 and esp

power and contrgMassanari, 2015)

Digital Spaces ad.eisure Spaces
The internet and digitally mediated leisure time activity have an interesting place within the
leisure literatureln some cases it has been embraced as a fulsome part of the leisure landscape
(see Arora, 2014; Spracklen, 20,18hd elsewheresitreated as a kind of othered space where
internet involvementor involvement with mobile technologieseseen as adjacent to leisure,
pathological in its user detrimental to presence in leisarmon &Duffy, 2021; Lin et al.,
2009; Vandelanotte et al., 2009)

Pathologizedeisureinternetuse, where leisure time internet activity is saen
detrimental to health and wddking is prevalent in the health literature associated with leisure
Studiesm this aredouch on a variety of factors, but generagdgtternleisure internet usas
contribuing to negative health consequences, including but not limited to: lack of(&lipe@t
al., 2018) obesity(Vandelanotte et al., 2009 nd a significant amount about boredom and
addiction(Lin et al., 2009; Suris et al., 2014he research highlighted here positions leisure
time internet use as contributing to negative outcomes for the users, and feels immediately dated
in that it largely seems to discount the connected nature of the twddyl.

Rather more interesting is the literature which positions leisure time internet use as
engrained in the deeper | eisure contexts of p
leisure publications are often not on the bleeding edgesofissions of interndtased liveg’
there are authors and publicatiadghatare moving the bar forward in making interbeised

47 Best to see publications @ommunications and media studissience and technology studies, game culture, and
othersocictechnical disciplines for that.
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|l ei sure part of the | eisure spectrum, rather
are a growing number of bosln the field which address issues of internet use and digital
leisure. In addition to the aforementioned books by Karl Spra¢R@tb)and Payal Arora

(2014) there are recent publications on critical perspectives abatéldegsure cultures

(Carnicelli et al., 2017)and the dilemmas created within leisdagnains by the infiltration of
digital technologieg¢Parry, Johnson, &Utlagar, 2018)While certainly doing the work of
positioning digital leisure practices leisure, these works leave ghacingof digital leisure

within existing leisure frameworks to others. Authors hdwee so by discussingternet leisure
use agositively contributing to life quality and wellieing across the life cour§€oker, 2011;
Lepp, 2018; Leung & Lee, 2005; Lifshitz et al., 2018; Lopez et al., 2019; Valtchanov et al.,
2016). Some have also taken on concepts of community graimenavigating changing social
situational politics through online commueg(S. Henderson & Spracklen, 2018; Holt, 2011,
Robinson & Holt, 2020; Torres, 2020; Valtchanov & Parry, 20Tfgre is also a strong body
literature focused on these of internet and mobile technologies in tourjdaam, 2019; Chen

et al., 2019; Standing et al., 201¥Yhere the leisure literature falls short, and where | contribute
to this important body of work, is in discussions about the false dichotomy betweenamadine
offline leisure, and the seemiagprehensioto accept and discuss technologically and internet

based leisure on the same level as offline or active leisure pursuits.

Digitally mediated lives,communication,and the Internet
It would be difficult to overstate the ubiquity of technologically mediated interfaces in our lives,
from vehicleswith multiple computers working togethéo the devices | am using \taite, and
the deviceyou are using to read this work. Each of thesbmologies (as well as the others we
use every day) are layered with infrastructure, platforms, software, and interfaces which both
give us control (or the illusion of control), and simultaneously imbricate us into social and
technological constructs whiare designed, engineered, and informed by people and their
beliefs. In the following sections, | will explore some of the significant elements of these digital

mediations, community online, and hogdditbringsall these things together.

Platform studies

When discussing computer/technology studies and the internet, platforms are the base hardware
and software; they form it he (Bogost& Mantforton of co
2017) Har dware i s t he [(Parkse2018if commiteraridftechpatogicalc a n K i
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systems. The physical structures we choose dictate what is possible as a technological outcome.
This is established by the affordances and the constraints which emerge based on the hardware
components used inthe systeem. g. you canodot make colour graph
platform (Bogost & Montfort, 2017; Leonardi, 2011)

Affordances

| use the term affordancesthis sectionas the commonly used antonym to constraints in ]
media and technology studies. | do so for simplicity and acknowledging critidkeeslagy
and Neff(2015) of this use of affordances as no longer being able to fully describe what

required with contiued development in technological sophistication.

In other places in this dissertation, affordarscesed in a way that maps more closelth®
way Gibson(1986) theorised the interactions between the objedjivaities of a given
technology and the subjective perceptibg the individual of the utility of that technology.
Affordances when understood in this wagre relationahnd specifid a kind of peception of
utility (Schrock, 2015)Majchrzakand colleague@013)c al | ed t hi s Athah €
can be taken by a .Qisalse useihthecvbrynstrdigbtipriward sénge.
relative to the reddit platfornfijiterally, what theplatform allows its users to d¢w. Phillips,
2015,p.6L)In t he case of reddit and t heedditend
allows for certain types of interactiomsposts and commentsut the meanings and
significance of those limited types of interactions@rangedhrough the quasanorymity,
asynchronicity voting structures, sorting mechanisms, and other relationahdivitiual
interactionsAffordances become, then, both the obviaagonsreddit allows users to do, an

what those users perceive as being fatédady thosections.

The second use of Opl at f olineséftwareywhiclto mput er t
provides foundational ordering instructions for the building and use of other software. For
example, you are likely reading this digital file @ither a PC running Windows, or a Mac
running MacOS'® Both Windows and MacOS are operating system software platforms that
dictate some oall the possible digital outcomes while using th@perating system platforms
are(mostly) not exclusive to specific hardware, but their methods of ordering, sorting, and

48 \With deference to users of other operating systemsalikigoid, or various iterations binux (the basic
explanation provided here will likely feel simplistic if you arkiaux usej.
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working with data are slightly different and this changes the possible technological outcomes for
other software. In the case of your operating system, the software platioves the same

limiting and permissive functions as a hardware platform.

Internet platforms function in much the same way as software platforms on your local
machine. Widely used social networking sites function as platforms like operating systems,
ordering and limiting what users can do, and label themselves platforms in marketing and
publicity material{Gillespe, 2010) A A[ n i nternet] platform is, i
explains Joss Hanq2013) fa soft war e oftheaWokdWbde Webordmemet,n g
in the forms of soci al media interfaces, apps
users in interfaces with each other and with the Web and Internet itself; key is the provision for
user generated contentandti e nsi ve interactiono (p. 3). As s
include major players such as Facebook, TwittedYouTube; but also neproprietaryand
open source platforms such as diaspora, Indymedia and Wikip¢athas, 2013)

Most I mportant in Hands6é definition is the
aggregate content to both engage users and generate more. doedelitt meets the criteria set
out by Hands for an online platform; it is nearly entirely tgmerated content (or at least
brought in by users from elsewhere), and generates intensive interaction, producing more
content. Reddit sets rules and boundafte what is permissible and possible, and polices these
elements actively and passivéMassanari, 2015)These processes are also dynamic, allowing
redditto adapt to shifts in user base and desired (or undesired/illegal) cdéantck, 2017,
Matias, 2016a)

Platforms, hardware, software, amolw these come togethitirough thanternet, take on
characteristics of infrastructure, thereby becoming both the foundation from which other things
are built, and between which connections are nfRtiatin et al., 2018Because platforms
behave as infrastructure, they can be interrogated in the same way as other ubiquitous
infrastructuregParks, 2015)by probingthe social and political backgrounds of their designs,
constructions, and use. Much like critical studies of the social implications of infrastructures
(Parks, 2015; Star, 1999)latform studies can &k at the ways in which these infrastructural
standins monitor, police, and direct our actions in ways that perpetuate social status quos, or
moderate cultural discussions to their own gixEgli Esposti, 2014; Gillespie, 2010; van Dijck,
2014)
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The o6whodé and o6whered behind the dcewsel op me
Ai nstead of [ creat i n-de, secialtre@tioasdincisidinggendereut r al o
relations) are mat er i(Wdcmane2010,pnldAlhe andescureentsd t e c h
that shape why the platform is created, the complexity of the tools provided, and how these types
of fAi nt erremaeldiya rsiheasp e p u (Gillespie, 2010spc 3AQpre sseerdb n | i ne 0
guestions and are implicated in Gillespiebdbs e
figurative, and political meanings embedded in our varied uses of the word platform. It is easy to
be complacent about our understanding of platforms as ladile €ind unbiasedVhen users
who do not fit well into the structures of a given platform emerge, the platform either breaks,
adapts, or forces users to adapt to its narrow operating (Bivgss & Haimson, 2016 By this
mechanism, platforms, like other technologles c o me fibot h a source and
gender (Wajcraan,i2@l®, p. @49)n other words, if a platform is built by men in a time
andspace which privileges men, elements of that privilege and prejudice will exist in the
platform; its design is both informed by and perpetuates these incongruenaesldit, this is
perhaps best exemfiid bythe approach to free spedelken on by théoundersAlexis
Ohanian and Steve Huffmas young men working on the site in their free time feoralite
university residence. Their open poliey all but the most seriousmses of hate, violent, or
inflammatory speech, as well ager types of contentious contgloé posted on the site
content that was rarely, if ever, targeted atmen liketfed di t 6 s a p p begantcoh t o ¢
change with th015 introduction of new content poli¢ao, 2017)andwasstrengthened in
subsequent revisionshe structure of reddit as a platfo(mith its usermoderated sub
communities, repotbasedmnonitoring of harassment contef@arlson &Cousineau, 2020and
reluctance to removeorderlinecontenj, and the codthatallows it to operate with litti¢hut

increasingautomated oversiglaire important consideratism reddit research

Software Studies

Software studies necessarily owegriwith platform studies, especially on the internet where
platforms are portals based in softwéfands, 2013)Software is made up cbde, and code is

simply sets of instructions and algorithms that, when combined with input, can produce complex
digital functions(Kitchin & Dodge, 2011)Understanding this detail is important because code

used in the ubiquitous software that controls, enhances, manages, and polices our lives becomes

the laws by which those lives must be liedssig, 2006; Noble, 2018bJhis is particularly
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salient on the internet, where the infrastructure, interface, and experience are mediated for the
user by software. These n¢itchin&gkodge, 26h p.5)execut a
allow software to be a presence which we often forget (even my kettle is run by software to

control when to stop heating at varioustem@et ur es ) . Software ubiquity
unconsciouso which we notice only @WhRm&soft wa
Thrift, 2007) That pervasiveness, complexity, and re
pree x i st i n Geger,20l4df theseysystems, make software and code an important

area of inquiry for many of the sansocial and political reasons as the platforms they comprise

or run on.

For Kitchin and Dodgé2011) softvare seduces the user, and invoking Althusser they
expl ai n t {draven tedhaotofids mduceea process of interpellation, wherein people
willingly and voluntarily subscribe to and desire their logic, trading potential disciplinary effects
againstbnef i ts gainedo (p. 11). This produces a f|
of perceived social or personal gain, we may willingly engage in significant surveillance,
monitoring, and policing basexh the data generated by the software we useyeday(Degli
Esposti, 2014; van Dijck, 2014Along with embodying the laws by which software is made,
code is increasingly understood as generating and perpetuating the social laws which permeate
the everyday actions of coders andmgsof coddLessig, 2006)Implantedwithin the code and
the outcomes that it generates then, are the saiitp of the coder, sometimes translating into
obtuse software issues forus&ry mor e subtl e i ssues which can
life experiencegHall, 2016) More egregious examples of this phenomenon have come through
racist algorithmgSandvig et al., 2016pr biasedfacial recognitiorwhere for examplefacial
recognition products are designed thathateraepr es e
difficult time seeing and identifying newhite facegBacchini & Lorusso, @19; Breland, 2017;
Buolamwini, 2017; Chebrolu, 2020; Coe & Atay, 2021; Simonite, 2620)

Issues like this place software studies at the heart of discussions about the gamdered
raced)nature of our technological systems. Where the coder (autharparticular piece of

software codes, purposefully or not, their own social experiences and biases into that software,

4 For a humorous but pointeake on this type of issue, and the reluctance of companies to address them in highly
competitive mar ket pl aces, s eRaciaBSuisitivagr(Freecb & Gldukednan, Season 1.
2009)
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then we are destined to see the personal bias and prejudices (positive or otherwise) play out in
that piece of softwar@Buolamwini, 2017; Lessig, 2006; Sandvig et al., 201f@)obody

involved inthe development of a system for facial recognition is black, then that system may fail
to do its job when confronted with faces which are b(@rkland, 2017; Buolamini, 2017;

Coe & Atay, 2021)Where the coders, developers, and decisiakers in a company which

builds and maintains a platform like YouTuberedditare mostly men, then they can, and likely

do, privilege male perspective and male voices oveatladir voicegCriadoPerez, 2019)

By assuming that software products (e.g., games) and the outputs from software products
(e.g., google search resul@pvide unbiasgexperiences to useasid/or represent the aggregate
common interestand preferences @f e v e r weignere that they are the works of
individuals groups, ana@lgorithms that are always already biased in their very development and
code( Benj ami n, 2 0 1Seftwar@®stubtlies ithén,is taBk@dLwétl) interrogating these
elements of code and programming, even in the face of pushback from industry and users
(CriadocPer ez, 2019; Hall, 2016; Nakamura, 2012; N
et al., 2016)

The algorithmic aggregation of posts, and the logarithmic calculations of user points, are
codedbyeddib s devel opment t eams, embeddedaultural gnd social e ma t
biases described above. User backlash to change is perhaps the best example of how these coded
algorithms affect user experiencereddit In May 2014 severaihew subreddits were added to
the default list for new users (atw/r/all/), and some were removed from this list. This move

occurred without significant pudback, except for the inclusion oftwoxchromosomeg@he

only included subreddit focused exclusively at women), which caused significant consternation

with some user@Massanari, 2017) A Some Reddi tors, 0 expl ains Ma
and outright ager that they would be confronted by discussions that might discuss sexual

assault, or periods, or female body image. Some inquiredmiignsRightga subreddit

dedi cated to the mends rights movement) was no
that this request isné6ét actually a request fo
di scussi ons ab o MénsRmgbtss enmrd-Eeminiss spacktee,strohgrpiisback

does feel like an example bfa n n (@2 entitlementand damaged privilegahere the

inclusion of other perspectives equates to an assault on the rights of those in poweeddther

users feared that elevating /r/twoxchromosomes in this way would flood the subreddit with
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file:///C:/Users/Amy's%20Computer/Downloads/reddit.com/r/rtwoxchromosomes/
file:///C:/Users/Amy's%20Computer/Downloads/reddit.com/r/mensrights/

hijacking content, making the dedicated users targets of harassnmera ¥ftmcal minority

(Massanari, 2017)This example is salient because the changes made to the aggregation

algorithm were coded in at the behest of newlémel management, presumably says Massan

(2017) to widen the reach wédditto new users. Prior to these changes, the algorithm had
guietly privileged subredditsreddibscpefaedoueddu
base, literally coding a gender bias into the system meant to display the aggregated preferences

of all user{Massanari, 2017By doing soreddithad designed itself as a privileging masculine

space, which permitted both publack at the inclusion of a single subreddit dedicated to women

and womené6és issues, as well as comments and c
the CEO (Ellen Pao) who prompted the changes in the first (Néamvick, 2017; Massanari,

2017; Matias, 2016a; Pao, 2017)

Online Communities

Although the development of the networked technologies we take for granted today have their
roots in governmental and military developm@aughton, 200Q)the ways we engage with

them and the understanding ohamunity that is ubiquitous to that understanding are rooted in
how these technologies are able to bring together individuals. In 1972, Stewart Brand wrote an
article forRolling Stoneabout a group of computer science students and the networked, multi
player game they had created using university computer technbBRYACEWARC The article
centers around the game and the tournaisigte championshipfutit really has two main
points:the human commitment and interactions which drovel&éwelopment of a social and
interactive technology from one which was largely viewed as static and purely utijigmgn
highlighting the repurposing of military technology anffastructurefor playthrough a kind of
communal culture of commitment adddication to a common godlhe developers of this early
alternative use of computers are cast in the article as infinitely committed to their project, often
sleeping in theilabs,and engaging in muHilay development sessions without leaving, bathing,
or eating much beyond vending machine fare. Their work is not just about the computers or the
game, but about the community of support and mutual interest that they develop through that
work; a kind of utopic communadieology thaffit well with the hippieculture in California in

50 (Brand, 1972) Spacewar: Fanatic life and symbolic death among the computeribRoling Stone, 7p. 5658.
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the early 197Qsand set a template for the kindutbpicwork-is-play-is-fun atmosphere that

encourages total commitment of employees to the compangny tech companig¢eday.

Although the culture of sharing in developmeirtiehh was present in those early days of
networked computing have faded somewhat, the perceptual nature of computer technologies as
progenitors of community has remained. Early public adopters of the web often did so because
they were looking for informatimand the support of others who shared their interests. They
were able to find and interact with others who shared their interests from many places in the
world, and expand personal networks and communities from small local numibengeto
groups that inluded geographically distributed membéteward Rheingold1993)discusses
these ideas in detail in his woflke Virtual CommunityRheingold explores the ways that the
development of these technologies has led directly to the ability, and desire, to build community
inwhathec al | s the fAelBecexphia¢c nsr o mtait et he essent.
became the Net were created by people who believed in, wanted, and therefore invented ways of
using computers to amplify human tbdadtkaskearlyg and
development within the Advanced Research Projects Agency (ARPAnl#hes late 197Qghe
groundwork was being laid for interpersonal communication in parallel with the military

applications under development for networked computing.

Early adopters like Rheingold built communities through the means afforded to them by
the technologies of the time. Rheingolddés inv
Link) community, is paralleled by the community involvement and development exqestibyg
the authors and participants of other early net studies of MUDs, MOOs, USEnet, and other
networked communitieBoese, 1998; Cherny, 199%4akken, 2002; Kendall, 1998; A. N.
Markham, 1998; L. D. Roberts & Parks, 1999; A. R. Stone, 1995; Turkle, 1995, 1996; Zdenek,
1999) Largely built around Bulletin Board System (BBShfrastructure, these communities
operated with a pseudodependene from the World Wide Web of the 1990s; strikingly
different from how we understand our networked interactions aslidi@mctivities today in a
world of Web 2.0.

51 A BBS is essentially aomputer server that allows uséwsconnect to the system using their own computer as a

kind of terminal. Once logged in, the user can perftaieks likedownloadingor uploading data, reading news and

posts and exchanginghessages with other users through public message baatdsometimes via direct chatting.

Original BBS systems were computerssgt by ent husi asts which worked with m
1978) to create a computassisted communication andarmation sharing networ{Goodwin & Schwarz, 1993)
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Online Communities asL eisure Spaces

Arguably, for anyone considered a millennial or youngleat | am about to present is moot, as

the digitally mediated nature of their work, social, and leisure realities is a fact of (rather than a
factor inaddition to) life. However, the extant conversations about the nature of digital leisure
meritat leastsome discussion here as they affect the ways we see and work with social and
engaged media likeeddit Individuals who come together in online communities do so for the
same reasons #sey come together iany other community insofar as experiencingdoicing,

and consuming leisure. Authors like Ar¢2014) Spracklern(2015) and $tas, de Francisco,

and Alvarez2015; 2016have explored the nature of leisure as we move into the digital age,
and laid out extensive arguments about hownight best conceptualize leisure moving

forward. Although there are critiques of the class, access, and permeability implications of
interactive and leisure spaces moving to digitally mediated spe@esSelwyn, 2003)hese are
dwarfed by the compelling work which situates them as ideal sites of leisure growth and
participation. Each of the autlsocited above (save for Selwyn) lay out arguments not only for a
place for the digital in our conceptualization of leisure, but also for the idea that digital leisure is
nat so far removed from leisure as we have traditionally understood it. £0%4)provides the
useful metaphor of understandidigital leisure spaces much as we have public parks as leisure
spaces, with the same types of gatekeepers, access issues, preferred activities, and administrative
issues present in both areas. For Arora, this is an effective way of demonstratingsthairéas,
while physically quite different, are both spaces for leisure participation, and by doing so,
demonstrating that digital social activity is leisié¢hen we are engaged with our online
communities in Avirtual aouwmsgedmran,d] gAdomsne pyulgers
2011, p. 114)we are engaged in the same kinds of deep leisure practices which take place in

reallife pubs, cafes, rooms, homes, and even dungeons.

More recent work hataken uptheorization ofdigital leisure a community and applied
community theory tetrengthen the connectionsde by Arora. Ayer and McCarvil{2020) as
well as Nimrod(2016) Lizzo and Lechty (2020) and OrtorJohnsor(2014)have applied
community theory to online leisure interest groups as a way to help contextualize the types of
interpersonal interactions and personal develanmt that individuals gain from online leisure
groups.Robinson and Holf2020)as well as Henderson and Sprack2dl8)explore broader

online social phenomena (twitch.tv and music festigalsie culture respectivelyand
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construct arguments situating these online settings as important community spaces for
participants and speatbrsto come together in unique iterations of community that are only
possible onlineValtchanov and colleaguégaltchanov et al., 2014, 2016; Valtchanov & Parry,
2017)have explored how online soc@mmunitescan serve asocialsupportspaces for
adolescents as well as mothefihompsor(2019)and Orel(2019)have explored the hybridized
communities of digital nomads, wemleisure and work lives are always intertwinadd both
complicated and facilitated by digitalityogether these works demonstrate a growing, but still
small,body of literature that addresses digieasure community and its importance.

Summary
My theoretical choices fahis dissertation are purposeful and seek to explore certain
themes and discourses from certain perspectives. Grounded in feministthiae @gntes
sex/gender systems, power, inequity, and social jysticeresearch explores masculinities
theory, leisure in digital spaces, and theories of digitally mediated tovegplore and explicate

discourses of masculinity andpowen r eddit mendés rights communi |

Technofeminism, while challenged for Wgéhiteness and WesternigideCook, 202Q)
provides a way to examine technologigsd the relatiortgps of people and power to those
technologieslt acknowledges their problematic social constructitws leaves open the
possibility of technologies as emancipatory todklchnofeminist theory reflects tigendered
structures that effect technologiesdasocial context, and the processes by wtgchnology is
gendered and technology genddRelative to reddit, theombined focus of gender and
technologies centered by technofeminism provides a way to think about the interpthg that
technologies ofeddit (e.g., software design, commurlityked content filteringhave with user
experienceHow, in communities of men like /r/MensRights and /r/TheRegdiskrs might

leverage or otherwise benefit fraimese socieultural and technological structures.

Masculinities theorieprovide another important layer to discussions about gender and
power relationshipsand are deeply important when discussing digital and technologically
mediated spaces. Framedrgnwashed histories of computing developmamd a (false)
masculinization of the interngtow men see, contextualize, and frame norms of masculinity and
Omascul i ned behayvi odthe sacialgoleiofrtgehmalogiespwtho car aecess n't s

them, and who gets to make the rules. These understandings of masculinity and power are
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interwoven into political and economic decisioraking and the integration of hybridity,
geekdomand technologies into representative and hegemonic concepts of magsatdini
essential to understanding the varying ways that masculinity and power are discussed and
represented in groups like /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill.

Changing concepts of masculinity do not operate in isolationdividually, and lhe
technologically mediatecommunity spaces of /r/MensRights and /r/TheReddlessential for
collective understandings develop and take hold. The community aspects of online interaction
(the ways that individuals can come together over geograghgtahce, oconnections between
individuals from very small niche interest groups, for examge)imbricated with the
technological elements that allow them to octlot only the software and platforms that frame,
control, and mediate the interactidmtween users, but tiardware and existing soetultural
expectations have deep effects (and affects) omteections of online communities. This is
true and essential for communities on reddhien peeto-peer interactions are controlled in
significant and important ways via the design of the software, the way that posts areveloated
isincluded and excluded from vieand the ways thatsers and communities are limited or
banned Understanding the complexities of these interactaoms forexample, the challenges
that come with products open to diverse users that are designed by small, insular, and
homogenougroups(Benjamin, 2019; Pao, 201Becomes and important way to see online
research spaceshe integration of feminist theory, masculinities thegrae®l theories of
technologies and communitiggovide an integrated way to explore the discourses of
masculinityin /r/MensRights and /rfieRedPill While this exploratiormay exclude other ways
of knowing (e.g Actor-Network Theory, large corpus/big dagamalysis)it provides important

theoretical and research perspective on these reddit communities.
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4 : Methodology

The research in this digsation explores the content, conversations, and discourses that sustain
two subcommunities on the website reddit.com, and uses digital ethnographic methods to ask:
What discourses of masculinity are embedded in the reddit manosphere spaces of /r/NensRigh
and /r/TheRedPill, how do they compare, and how are these discourses disseminated and
monitored to maintain collective group ideologies? and, What role might reddit play, through
Ir/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill, in connecting manosphere communitiegusinichg users

toward more radical viewpoints about gender and powe80 asks about the process of doing
researchn this way What indicators or guideposts would have been useful as a novice digital
gualitative researcher to help me better plan, ldpyeonduct, and theorise my digital
ethnographic research?

The previous chaptegave a thorough description of the study areareniéwed the
relevant theory, including masculinities, feminist, and digitally mediated communications
theoriesThis chager will expand on the methodology of the project and methods used. The first
half of the chapter explores the methodological scaffolding used in the development and
implementation of my dissertation research, and will describe the ethnographic apposaches
explore the context of eline listening safety, site selection, and ethics. The second half will
describe artifact generation and analysis through image capture and review, and discuss
trustworthiness and representation.

Methodological Scaffolding
Ethnography
Growing from its roots in cultural anthropology, the practices of ethnography and ethnographic
research have expanded into diverse fields an
the culture of a group, usually as that cultuneisaled, again, through the course of ongoing

e v e nRresssle & Gant, 2004) anddraws its foundational significance from the deep cultural

St

i mmersions undertaken by anthropologi®%ts in
century(Hine, 2000; Preissle & Grant, 2004; Wolcott, 2008plcott(2008)describes how

during a meeting of leading anthrdpgists in 1909, a standardized definition of ethnography

was establishedit he term for deslcirtipnatve mpecmpmlums s (Of . 1

ethnography has proliferated and developed in a variety of ways, and ethnographers have
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encountered great number of changes of context and development. No longer is ethnography
solely the purview of anthropologisobé§fw@ith th
cultures, nor does it maintain (at least in some areas) the racist, colomalMtesternized
prejudiceghatinform these traditionadlefinitions. Today, ethnography is used in all kinds of
cultural situations and milieu, and with the proliferation of gisicturalist thought and theory,

the formats of ethnography have also expaididely. Researchers have done ethnography
within their own communitiegvan Hulst, 2008)with cultures different from their own but close

to home(Gittelsohn et al., 1996pf sport clubgMacphail, 2004)fan groupgMonaco, 2010)
established cultural settingBerbary & Johnsor2012) game studio§Whitson, 2020)and

among marginalized populations as they navigate simultaneous cultural demands of dominant
and nordominant space&C. W. Johnson, 2008Wsing ethnographic methods, and subsequently
allowing for the expansion of traditional notions of ethnograpleyhave seen the development

of ethnographic sulgenresncludingautoethnography, where the researcher examines the
development and involvement of self within the cultural mi{lRuFox, 2014)and

duoethnography, where researchers conduct simultaneous and referential versions of
autoethnography to provigedeeper and respondent reflexive ethnographic analysis of cultural
spacegSpencer & Paisley, 2013)

Most significant for the purposes of this research is the move of ethnographic practice to
digital spacesand a focus on the lives and cultural contexts of people and communities in
digitally mediated environments. Early digital communities and landscapes oggtienped as
new and different cultural contexts, which could be utopias for the development of new social
and cultural viewpointéDanet, 1998)and/or hedonistic locations wheuwsers could engage
safely with cultural taboo@Renninger, 2015)Digitally mediated communication allows
individuals separated by geographical distance, cultural landscapes, languages;sumoic
strati, and cultural histories, to connect and build community related to specific issues or subjects
(AmicharHamburger, 2013; Rheingold, 1998&)allows for the dissemination offormation
and content at a speed and breadth that is unrivaled in history, dwarfing even thehandohg
revolutionary invention of the printing preSoldin & Kutarna, 2016)It seems only logical,
then, that the methodological practice of ethnography would move into digital spaces as soon as
it was clear that communities were forming, and individuals were engaged with buildingsculture

online.
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Curiously, ethnographies of the digital have been criticized by some anthropologists as a
new incarnation of what Wolcofg008)c al | ed A ar mc h apejoratieetelmmused r ap hy,
to describe early ethnographic works which relied not on extensive fieldwork, but on a variety of
secondarylata sources. Ethnographies of the digital take place largely from the armchair (or
computer chair, or even couch in many easand perhaps share this with their previous
armchair counterparts. However, | would argue this is where the similarities ehgital
ethnography the researcher is havimgractions (synchronous or asynchronous) \veitid
observations gthose whare being studied or learned frofrhose interactions and
observations are mediated through technolodpesare direct and specific, rather than mediated
throughsecondangources asiiWo | c ot t 6 sByeregagimg wath theseenline
communities andhdividuals, the computer chair becomes part of the field site, and dissolves the
artificial physical (and sometimes finanéfalbarriers that require movement or travel to explore

community and culture.

Ethnographies of the digital are focused on thond&viduals and communities that
engage via digital communication platforms. Although these platforms have included locations
like IRC,>® as well as MUDS* contemporary ethnographies of the digital are focused on
communication and community almost exohe$y through theveb. The diversity of
communications and interactions mediated through internet channels is astounding, and this has
generated a wide array of methodological approaches. These approaches are simultaneously
similar and different from onenather, and what is present in my design draws from some of

these areas to produce digital ethnogi@aplork unique to tlesesettings and contexa

Ethnographies of the digital are also a methodological apptbatibombineavell with
technofeminist thegr Technofeminism, as it sees both the great potential and great problems
with digital spaces, looks to explore those digital spaces in ways whimbdgnthe users and
render the individual experience to better understand-sodtioral and technological
experiences. lwark od thel develdpanent aftachndfeminist theory, she suggests
ethnographic approaches as ways of actualising thetaryasearch and analytic practice

52 Although use of the internet as a field site can preclude research travel atterforgiays in other communities
as in traditional ethnographies, it is not without financial commitment, as \wehane devices, software, website
and internet access conduct research, all of which have financial sastociated with them.

53Internet Relay Chat

54 Multi-user Dungeons

78



(Wajcman,2004) Gi ven Wajcmandés enthusiasm, it is un
literature m users and user experience online (covered previouslynarethoroughly in the

following section) was ethnographic in natuas has been subsequent development in-socio

cultural research in this area, especially feminist reséaAtofjeld & Blair, 2012; Hauman,

2013; Thaler, 2014)

Early Ethnography of the Internet
Although the denizens of early online communities are often lauded as early adopters and those

with visions into the future, the communities and cultural spaces they were creatingeryere

much developmental, in flux, and contingehltey reliedon close attention, participation, and
maintenance of roles, rules, and cultural constructs. The participants of a given MUD, for
example, needed to be willing to engage with and maintairutee of the space, but also the
fantasy context which created the world of these interactions. It was this bounded fantasy which
allowed the players to explobeyondthe restrictive personal idetiistheyfelt bound tan the

real world, and play withace, gender, ability, and presentatigendall, 1998, 2002Not
coincidentally these are thé&deasthatmade these communities so interesting for some

ethnographers.

The work of early ethnographers of the digital was twofold. The first was simply the
exploration and description of the ways and means of lpgirt@cipants in digital communities.
In the earlyl990s this type of digital citizenship was still very new and different from what was
understood as traditional or correct social engagement, and authors like Howard Rheingold
(1993)set out to describe and normalize user parti@patRheingold established for his readers
that online communities had norms, rules of conduct, social structures, and that they were not so
di fferent from those social and c:inipdrsom al rel a
social exchanges.dter work in the nascent digital age focused more directly on the explorative
and emancipatory potential of digitally mediated social interaction that was available online
(Bruckman, 1996; Kendall, 1998; Turkle, 1984, 1995, 1986)digital interaction and
communication becameare mainstreangigital ethnographic work continued to expand
alongside it, and differentiate itself from traditional ethnography in more specific ways. The
following subsections exploremportant thinkerandphases of development, how ethnography
was used to explore developing cultural spaces, and the state of digitally mediated ethnography
today.
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Rheingold
Howar d R h(&993)bgaokThd dirsual Community: Homesteading on the
electronic frontieris heavily cited for its very earlyedcription of @ a r t i dife gndtmet 6 s
living locationof a communityin the networked spaces of computers ambngindividuals.
The book is simultaneously a rich description of the lives and types of activities that users
engaged with through theietworked services in the later 1980s and early 1990s, but also gives
deep explanations of the materials, developments, and technological innovations that contributed
to the ways individuals experienced networked culture at the time. Rheingold was cedtinly
the first persoro write about the social role of computers in the lives of the uSaesry
T u r kThe Secsond Sg1984)and her ther writing on women in computind988)predate
Rheingold by several years, anAllugwetRosahee s ame t
Stone(1995)andMicheal Heim(1993)wereu s i n g  Gleupomance(il884/2000)f0
theorise on the ontological and philosophical implications efawstructed human/computer
realities. But Rheingold gives us a deep exploration (tkekbo i s 325 pages) of tt

frontiero as a place of community and interac

Although Rheingold might not position this work as ethnography (the term does not
appear in the book), it does meet m&esgreadbf et h
care in describing the nature of the social and cultural interactions that take place in the
networked spaces. Beginning from what is required to engage, he describes in detail the work of
finding, entering, and becoming a member of the digdgaimunity. He discusses at length the
historical development of the technological and sociological necessities required for the
establishment and proliferation of networked community. He includes a deep exploration of how
visions of a networked world andgjections of the future capabilities of computers allowed the
groundwork to be laid for our modern interr@hen computers were buildirgized and carried
the whopping computing power of an early graphing calculator (or less). The visions of early
computng luminaries, explained Rheingold, extended beyond the technological development,
and Ainvented ways of using computers to ampl

provide it to as many people as possible, at

Rheingld tells us about the status of the net and computer mediated communication as
he sees them in 1993. He is, himself, a user of the technologies and community spaces that he

describes, and explains on the very first page the hundreds of hours that enbhascupying
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the family phone line and engaging with other users. The historical and contextual information
provided on digital spaces is so necessary in this early work because the landssaprew.

The current suite of email protocols that allfmwbroad accessibility to email only ¢ene

standard after 1995. It is clear, even by the title of the book, that Rheingold saw the electronic
universe of computer mediated communication as a new and exciting space for the development
of relationships anche creation of other cultural spaces. Those who followed Rheingold to work
on internet communities would use his work as both inspiration and a platform for launching

their own.

Stone
Notlong afteRh ei ng ol d 6 social and techmologichl dexelopnt of early
online community, Allugare Rosanna Stor(@995)publishedThe War of Desire and
Technology at the Close of the Mechanical Algeut the effects of compusand interactivity
on social communications, centegonline spaceand gender identittst one6s wor k i s
foundationaln discussions abot¢chnology and gender, as well as the study of online
community and communicatipand was essential for the discussions about gender and place in
online spaces that would follofrom authors likeKendall (1998)and ZdeneK1999) among
many othersConceptualisinggender and personas existing in multiple and intersectingys,
Stone positionedirtual worlds as locations of permissible multiplicity guidy. Unlike some
contemporary online social contexts (e.g., Faceboak)sthek t@wreate a singulardentifiable
6pebsbdbnncluding the visual through photos, th
geophysical through identified locations of home and businggs)e argued that online social
spaces had the capacity and afforded people a spacedrercise their natural inclination to
play with gender (among other elements of sé&Hijs ability gave gendefin particular)a
liminality in online identity creating alternate personae for those that play#xdt. Because the
influence of technologies and technologically mediated idenstiesnescapable in a pest
mechanical agestone argueshe virtual and physical, biology and technolplggcome
perneableand t hese connections, overlaps, and mul t

be repudiated; it c h.AVhen$tane wrotesabodhe pefneabidityarelr 6 ( p .
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multiplicity of identity in 1995 theywere foreshadowinthe spedrum of identity-fashioning®

now available onlineand their assertions have only become rsalentover 25 years later.

In addition totheirimportantwork on gender, multiplicity, liminalityand technology
Ston® s b o 0 k haminteltectudleotdeversirom the mechanical age allow us to
mischaracterise computeas merely toolsThis deeply utilitarian approach to technologies and
theirinfluences is rooted iamechanical ageeed forcontrolover inventioror creation as a
product of rather than an extension bfh e  0.GgSwmeansidered this approach to be
outmoded adlacking understanding about the true nature of technological influence on the
physical and social lives of users and those around. tRather than a produatithout agency
or an integral rolén the actions andociality of the person, Stompeeferredconsidering
technologies as a kind of technological prosthesign integrated, extensible part of geson
that was essential todln technesocialityra ki nd of r ef r @99@)aybmngy on Har e
Technologies St one wr idf ®cale xgprea thataalcra mith €reating space for

multiple and intemingled personasi ar e parts of ourselves. O

As with all powerful discourses, their very existence shapes us. Since in a deep sense
they are | anguages, it 0shahtleeydbistostrusiizee what 1
seeing.Theyact on thesystems social, cultural, aurologicali by which we make

meaning. Their implicit messages changg(pis167168)

The technologies and the people as they interact, rather than forming a merely
transadbnal relationship, become guingled and caconstructed. So, while the user may log
into reddit to seek out breaking news or share information, the social and cultural systems that
help them decide what news is important are necessarily influenced Wwgytrentent is
organi zed and presented by redditds sorting m
information is influenced by the neurol ogical
mechanisms (e.g., Karma, etc.). Reddit and the user, thamtarautually exclusive actors, but

rather ceconstructed enigs

55| understand the spectrum of online idenfighioning as the variety of ways that we can build@nide
personal identities oime from the (presumed) singular ideigtitthatoccur on Facebook to the quasionymity of
reddit accounts, and the anonymguastings on forums like 4chan and 8chan.
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Gender, Exploration, and MUDs

Around the same time &tone andRheingoldwere producing theiwvork, several
researchers took up ethnographic, or at least cultural explaratory on the communities and
communications occurring in networked environments and early networked computers. Much of
this research looked to the networked spaces as free and open, where some of the utopic
projections of new society with changed rules could take pawticularly for gendered

representations of self and the freedoms thatlieged embodiment permitted.

Sherry Turkle(1995, 1996)s the most often citedf these writers, and her work in the
mid-nineties helped to position networked interactions online as a unique area of inquiry, worthy
of exploration because of the deep and rich social and cultural interactions taking place there.
Tur kl eds waplyikto abrecépis that remadn part of the research discussion on internet
based social environments today, including: the questioned divide between real and virtual
selves; embodiment within our digital avatars; issues of class and access to digitalapéce
even how and whether we can conceptualize participation in digital worlds as leisure time when
the concept of leisure is contested by the very nature of what we do while online. Turkle also
provides extensive reflection on the roles that gendesgt@ydoes not play) on the when,
where, and how of participation in the new social landscape of digitality. Her ethnographic work
in the 1990s draws important ties to work she and others were doing in the 1980s reflecting on
the interactions between womeammputers, and technology more gener@iiyrkle, 1984,

1988) Turkle makes links between thendered and masculinized nature of the computer as an

object, and the networked communication of internet interaction. These links become a way to
frame the duality of living with the fears of
an escapand a place where that vulnerability isimeagined in other ways. Although the

physical body cannot be violated orapted as it can in the physical wondilnerability

emerges to othaypes of violence in the digital context.

Tur k1l e ds wond karlyinerngt social gpacesds complemented bredearch
of other scholars who engaged with and/or troubled the utopic early visions for gender and
networked life. Recalling early work on the potential for electronic communication to be more
open ad equitablgdGraddol & Swann, 1989and a location for the formation of new norms
(Ferrara et al., 1991; Wilkins, 1991)ynn Cherny(1994)discusses how men and women (as

they identify for the purpses of the study) use different speech patterns, and utilize textual
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representations of physical acts in different ways. For Cherny, most impamangthese are

the ways in which the intimacy associated with physical acts, even as they are typed and
represented through synchronous chat, can be eastpteda nd must be policed.
pl aino she says, At hat cyber space(Chesy, 1084 fr ee
p. 113) St o M1®9b)svork, as discussed in the previous sectiwas significant for helping to

theorise themultiplicity and malleability of idetity and gender onlind.ater in the 1990s,

Roberts and ParK4999) and Zdenek1999)demonstrate theorisation of gender through the

textual interactions of networked communications, esggdtalough MUDs. Zdenek1999)

provides a nuanced analysis of chat bots, positing that watching chat bots interacting with real,
gendered people might give us insight into how men and women inbefaet Perhaps ahead

of the curve in projecting how the pragnming and algorithms of these mediated interactions

both affect and predict human actions, Zdenek
social theorization demonstrate effective uses of research and theory in what is still a new

frontier of onlineinteractions. Roberts and Paé999)were interested in the idea of gender
switching in these | ¢le¥)ideadhatvirtual Rrevifogymemsgareon Ro d i
important locations of challenging gender binary, Roberts and Parks explore the phenomenon
throughselfreported informants. Although conceptually interesting, this work suffers from the
difficulties researchers face when trying to apply offline research techniques in systematic ways

to networked communication. Important information about participasteell as the ability to

vet respondents in person is lost in this approach, and researchers must ask themselves if this is a

problem or not.

Important in these examples, whether they were positioned as ethnographic studies or
not, is the way they havededed the observational requirements and considerations of
researching networked communications. While using gender as their primary area of focus, each
also struggles with ways of generating e g i tatafaathedirde) while working with online
commurties. In 1996 Sherry Turkle made the argument that when we evaluate data collected
online Awe dondét have to reject |Iife on the s
cultural setting of the individatilve Albiufte wei dl

57), as it is as significant and important to the individual as thgeison interactions.
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Cyborgs, Cyberspace, and th€ultures of Online Nativism

Where theauthors in the previous section studied online community and individua
representation,tber authors have focused more specifically on the use and development of
ethnography dme. Their work serves as the foundation for the way that researchers approach
conducting ethnographic work in a technologically mediated and rietd/avorld. These texts,
particularly those from the late 1990s and early 2000s focus on method and the idea of moving
ethnography into digital spaces, while simultaneously doing their best to establish the digital
world as a realistic and reasonable afeaor e s e a r(2000)i VHirn ea@d Obj ect s of
Et hnogoap Mayr @998)inGesi ng Onl i neo dforarefledeve wor k of
consciousnesaboutethnographic methoas thesenethodsare transformedhto digital versions
under development. Complementing these books are others which seek to situate éthmograp
the digital landscape, or rather to situate the digital as a functional area of ethnographic inquiry.
Works by Miller and Slatef2000) and Hakker{2002) among others, broaden and strengthen
the argument for online ethnographic practice, using complex and deep ethnographies as a way
of teaching, encouraging, and exemplifying how this work might be:iSehese works set the
stage for deeper consideration of ethnography as an online prdeticen k  €016)and . 6 s
Boellst or f f (2@12)methlodologscal text(covered in detail below), Hyth, Horst,
Gal | oway , (2 Haditedoslledtian n the subject, as well as deep philosophical
considerations | (208, 2GA)orki Thd ldteadevelopments aoted kere
are often an examination of the digital spaces themselves as much as the human interactions

which take plae there.

These works, beyond pioneering ethnographic practice in a changing digital landscape,
helped establish tools and starting points for the ways that we might do ethnography while the
setting is in flux. Likely the most important contributions afiathnographies of the digital
wereto establish that although the pace of change is rapid, they are important and viable
locations for ethnographic research with significant social impacts.

Digital Ethnography
Digital ethnography, like ethnography, is a brapeéctrum term for a varietyf approaches to

social research idigitally mediatece nvi r onment s . I bDigital eve t hat Pi

%Mi I 1l er and Sl aterdéds work on Trinida dsiamaxcelleméxankple. of di gi
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Ethnography: Principles and Practi¢2016)does a good job of providing foundational

elements about digital ethnographic approaches, without being prescriptive about how
researchers should undertake their work. The
possibilities of digital ethnographgr both researching and redefining central concepts in social

and cul tur al researcho (p. 2). Using previous
contextualize the nature of ethnography in di
of aaccounting for the digital as part of our worlds that are both theoretical and practical and that

of fer coherent frameworks through which to do
(p. 7). Using their own digital ethnographic explorations, thikas propose five principles for

the use of digital ethnography. These principles serve more as guides than hard and fast rules,

and are presented in a way that allows those implementing this version of digital ethnography to

use them in a variety of ways

The firstof Pinketab s pr i nci p | enganinghat tinard ate impltiple waysty ,
engage with the digitakFor examplethey explainthat to be able to engage in any type of digital
activity, you require a reliable power sour¢ais sourceof power is largely dependent on the
infrastructure in place to produce and distribute that power, and therefore one can engage with
the digital and the elements of the digital world through examination of the infrastructural
components that make that wibpossible. Mirroring thevork of Parks(2015)around the
importance of infrastructure to our digital experiences and our lack of recognition of these
elements and their importance, Pink et al. encouaaggpennes® a variety of pathways to
examining the digitalThe items that we must hold, use, or Ridk partake in digital

interactions are as important as the interactions themselves.

Pink et al . s s ec onontepngthedgitapim dgitai eshnofrapbyu s e d
Not just acknowledging that the media studied must be addressed in thetioityltthis
principle suggests that Athe ways in which me
technol ogi es, materialities and feelings thro
(p- 9). To study only the media, they say, would @aylittle attention to the relations and
environments that help to create them. This principle is especially true for the authors when

digital ethnography is focused on localities above practices, things, or social relationship. In this

57 This choice of words calls back to the important work of P&R&5)on the physical components of digital lives.
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context, the intemrsonal interactions are used as a way to experience and analyse the locality in

which they take place, physical or digital, w

2

what Doreen Massey might call Massdy,e2006,p.t 0 or
141). These concepts contribute to the idea that the tangibletlaife digital communication
(the visual representation of the coded transmission) is only aganadf what is important

about the larger context of digital ethnography.

Third for Pink et al., is that digital ethnography must be an open event, best understood as
Afl exi ble research designo (p. 11) apttbtheé s t ype
needs of the shareholders, in that sometimes digital ethnography is done in partnership-with non
academic entities or individugland the practice must be limber enough to meet the needs of all
the parties involved. The collaborative naturéhi$ ethnography is not unique to digital spaces,
and indeed, Pink et al. argtieat there is significant collaborative component to all
ethnography given the nature of this type of research, but that the digital forms of collaboration
inherentindigith et hnogr aphy @i n-producng khowlefige with researchay s o 1
partners and participantso (p. 12).

Fourth, the digital ethnographic process must also be a reflexive process. Not unlike other
ethnographic practices which must be reflexivehefways that we contribute and produce the
knowledges of our work, in digital ethnography we must be conscious of these elements along
with our personal concomitant involvement wit
relationships with the digitare pivotal to the specific ways of knowing and being that we will
encounter in the course of our research pract
matters, along with the reflexive nature of our practice related to environment and social
contiibutors to our research sites, permit us to conceptualize differently around the roles of
digital elements or localities in the cultural settings we are expl@Amd et al., 2016, p. 124)

Last, Pink and colleagues position digital ethnography as unorthodox in the ways that it is

presented and disseminated. Although they admit that it is largeliotibe traditional words

S8 With deference to the concept that a digital interaction has long been considered an intangible, since we cannot
hold that interaction in our hands in the way that we could paper, and that, like oral history, this perceived
intangibility has rendered digital commication as lessehan because of the where and how that it exists. This
speaks, in some wayt® G u | (2018)disbussion on the primacy of text, but with specific reference to printed
text over digital.
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onthe-page presentations of journal articles and books (their idea is, after all, presented in book
format), they egue that digital ethnography is properly positioned to be able to present its data
and findings in ways that plsgainst the traditional notions of where and how resqaojects

are produced. Although for mormeditionally mindedorojects where the work is textual, the

logical presentation is textual, for those ethnographers working with video and images, other
presentation formats might be preferred. Rink colleaguegive some examples of where this

has been difficult for these researchers in the past, although with tpatast development in

the ways we can create and access content, this impedimehe lpeteintial to be reduced. Their
argument, then, is that digital ethnography is well positioned for those who wish to push research
representation in new directions, since the content and research products might engage with
media formats and representasovhich are unorthodox for researchers, although well
established outside of academi

Wher e P i Digital Ethnogaabhypéogides a set of principles, Baostbrff and
c ol | e@Ql2)Etmdgraphy andirtual Worlds: A handbook 6methodprovides a process
orientedapproach to ethnography in digital landscapé&® bookgivescontext and contrast
betweerdt r adi ti onal 6 et hn wigualavpriisyandgproddessusefun o gr ap hy
(although sometimes dated) consideratiartird data collectionethics, analysis, and
knowledge productiarFramed through the research experiences of the four autihetsook
provides practicasuggestiongor thevirtual ethnographer, and challenges theroawsider
every aspect of their proposed project.

There are parallels betwetresebooksthat are important to mention, includitige
distributed naturef the field site and participant identities when dailigjtal/virtual
ethnographic research. Pink etr@imind the reader that it is important to understand that digital
ethnographies are not exclusively digital in trestearch sites/communitiegistacross digital
platforms, as well as in the physical world. Boellstorff esahilarly contend thafield sites
should be fiunderstood as an assemblage of act
physical, virtual , 0} Bothremiodihe readarthatoegardess ofb ot h 0
whether they consider their field site to extend into theiphlgorld, thatrelations to the
physical world must be contended wiithall parts of the researéhthe geographies (e.gocio
cultural expectationgime zoneslanguage, accesstc.)of usership and community identity are

always at play.
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A Note on Netnography

Perhaps the most often cited (at least in leisure studies) approach to digital ethnography is
Kozinetsd net noNetnagmbhyRedefined201%) Ddveloghed msKozinets
worked at doing ethnography on the early internet, netnography is a way of looking at research
online and the individuals who inhiabnline spaces in a way that is specific to the digital
|l andscape. Rooted in anthropological under st a
sets of research positions and accompanying practices embedded in historical trajectories, webs
oftheore i c a | construct s, and n eKomrets, RES5, p.R) schol ar s
situated primarily online. Data gathering is done through a variety of online platforms and areas
and all ows the researchers to focus dAprimari/|l
onl i ne soci &4). Althaughmeatmograploic work can be confined to one area, site, or
topic, the concept of field site in this type of research is more fluid than it can be with
traditionally O6fl eshyd ethnography. Kozinets

Netnography does not retéo be focused on a particular website or online location.

However, it certainly can be. It need not correspond to a particular location, groups of

persons, or even topic that exists discretely in sort of fully materialized manifestation

in the physical wrld, such as San Antonio, Texas, fitiste mothers, or amateur

woodwor king. Rather, netnographyoés topic m
so happens that these specific communications manifest as bits of change collected on

various circuitscawghtand shared through electrochemical metal configurations.

(p. 118)

The position presented here, explained Kozinets, allows for different kinds of
explorations than might be available when applying traditional ethnographic practice to online
spaces,and | | ows f or the exploration and discovery
across a variety of sites and experiences onl
somewhere between the vast searchlights of big data analysis and theainsgs of discourse
anal (Kezinetsp2015, p. 4pllowing for broader phenomenological understandings without
the netcasting of big data analysis, and nuanced understandings of discrete phenomena which

maintain some generalizability.
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Although netnography has been used extensively, it is not withetitodological
difficulty. Although Kozinets is liberal with the way that the methodology can be applied
throughout the bog® there are some significant sticking points if one is interested in pursuing
research in contentious areas like those preséeted Kozinets seems happy to vacillate
between rules and suggestions around data gattfg is unwavering in his assertion that
netnographic work must be open, direct, and honest with those who are being observed. Kozinets
all but commands that thhesearcher have a research website which describes the type of work
being done, the findings as they are unfolding, and a full bio of the researcher so that potential
participants and those being observed can both learn about the researcher ang onéok
work they are doing. Kozinetsd approach compl
exist for researchers when they do any kind of work on other people in the age of the internet and
social networked communications, and greatly underetgsri@w his approach to internet
research might endanger the researcher. Both the pressing need to openly identify as a
researcher, as well as publicise the research in a website while it is ongoing would only
exacerbate the types of dangers to the reseaoovered in the safety and security section later
in this chapter.

The ignorance of the complicating fact@like the possibility that the researcher may
facereprisalfor their researchhighlights some of the implications of researcher positionadity
online ethnographic researdfozinets, as a tenured, funded, White, male researcher at a major
university in Canadavho does not study contentious communjtsasiply may not havead to
dealwith thesetypes of complications in his researcand theeforemay neverhavebeen forced
to considethemThe ri gi di ty pr es edodseottranslate web ta wonkeviths 6 me
contentious or potentially dangerous communijtég®sl has the potential to greatly increase the
risks to researchers undertaking this kind of wéd&.a t hough Kozinetsd appro
research has value, andsh@ositioned the development of digital ethnographic methods as we

move deeper into the digital age, it is not a viable approach for all research.

59 This has extended even further with the third edition of the ddetqography: The Essential Guide to

Qualitative Social Media Resear¢p019) This edition of the book is a pivot for Kozinets that reflects applications

of netnography by other authors that did not follow the rigid structure that he had establistestbimspeditions.
Kozinet so6 c on-hegnates tioaf research practieds and means of obtaining that data must be
changed to properly reflect the location and specialized contexts of that area (YouTube data must be collected by
someone with@me video literacy), without discussing the immense task of learning proper research methods across
technological platforms, or the inherent challenges of this type of research.
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DigitalEt hnography continuedE©é
Thetextscovered abovare essential reading frose engaging with digitathnography

covering the practical and theoretical ends of a spectrum of consideratioemgsaging with

this methodological approacBtherwriting on digital ethnography and its intricacies have also

added importantvays of thinking Abidin and de Seté2020) citing Gatson(2012) discuss how

the ethical frameworks, structures of the research projects, and thenaetlialthat are used for

study in digital ethnographgre constantly in the makinghey aranformed byinstitutional and

relational protocolsresearch expectations and deliveeabandi c ont ext ual , si t uat ¢
understandings of concepts like privacy or faira(@bidin & de Seta, 2020, p. 1L0Baym

(2009)wrote about the importance of reflexivity in the practice of digital ethnography

explaining that through research@mesty about positionality and perspectiveing

consistently reflexive allowsfarf i ndi ng practical and defensi bl
opposing tensionso in epistemol oBpaulieu(z204y t i ci pa
likewise notes that the inclusion, @nd attention to, reflexivity helps to ground the reseanch

bolster the legitimacy of digital ethnographic work.

Caliandro(2018) taking a pragmatic approach to some of the challengdigitl
ethnographic workexplores how it is not always possible tmsider online communities as
6cl assical 6 an dangthattheidigilgthndgraphierced sdmetimied regsired to
move across field sites and social media environm&h&sworkof digital ethnographgan,
therefore, change into a kind of mappingo€ial formations and spaces that require the
ethnographer to employ different analyticahceptslike selfpresentation as a tool, and the user

as a device, and questionsafat iscommunity? and who is thepublic?

Duggan(2017)and de Set&020)provide food for thought about tloerall status of
digital ethnography in the context of ubiquitous computiftiey discusshedissolution of a
digital physical boundary (Duggargnd the lies that practitioners of digital ethnography tell
themselves (and others) about the methodolbgissionsthey take on when doing ethnography
with digital media (de Seta). These works are conneocgedar as they ask relational question
about the status of ethnography as a practice and methodology in the context of digital media
spaces I n de Setabds case t haeaveqfabdacate,oracon i s about
enthusiastically dive into participation amline spaces because it isrsach easier to do so in

digital media than it might have Whldeeachofn mor e

91



these are problematic gpecific ways, they are also deeply productive in the digital

ethnographic context, and properly acknowledgeadd cont extuali zed, they
parcel of doing ethnographic research on, through and about digitalonfiedi&eta, 2020, p.

94). Duggan, on the other hand, I's asking quest
consideringhe ubiquity of computing. Is it even possible, he asks, to condalticre

ethnographic workonsidering that computers are everywhere and have a part to play in every

aspect of our livesAs a geographer, Duggan suggests timaiconstruction of digital

ethnography as standalonemethodological processight reinforce @inary online/offline,

virtual/realunderstanding thatocial geography has been working to dissolve for some time.

The complex relational, technological, and sociologgbaments that contribute to the
practice of digital ethnographyiake itchallengingto define and discuss in concise ways.
Pragmatichandbooks that provide researchers with specific methods and appr@aghes
Boellstorff et al., 2012)along withsignposted approaches for methodological consideration
(e.g., Pink et al., 216) contribute differently to the ongoing discussions and development of
digital ethnographic practicnd its sedimentation as a methodologh at fient ai | s anxi
chall enges, concerns, dil emmas(Abidh& debSeta,, pr obl
2020, p. 9)

The Silent Witnessi Lurking as Listening

When considering digital ethnographic methods for my dissertation, | went trseugtaideas
about how | might best engage with the users, communitiegoateht that would make up my
reddit data. | thought about becoming a regular contribatoasker of questions, an active

voter, or an agitato(for more information about what this means, see the sidebar below). Each
of these ar@mportant ways that somesers contribute to online communities like those of
Ir/MensRights and /r/TheRedRidind each come with their own considerations about what is
required of the researcher, what kinds of preparatiat need to be made, what kinds of
precautionsneedteb t aken, what kind of work would need
research can begin (e.g., building up a user profile with conteri€anaiain order to be taken
seriously), and what materials and technologies will best help the resedwdheir work.
Ultimately, | chose none of the above, and instead dptedter the community and do my
research as a listeniean observer and reader of content, a follower of |in&asciouslytaking

in the ideas and ideologies of the community
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In thinking throughthis approach, | considered my own use of reddit over the many years
that | have been a user, and it occurred to me that the vast majority of the many, many hours |
have spent on the site have been as an obdeavscroller of content @ha saver of memes. |
have, until the last couple of years, done very lddenmenting andcontinue to vote sparingly
even as longtime and regulauser. But | have spent hundsgdr more likely thousands) of
hours on the sit erightE§sgpacescmy pdrtitipatiomwhas aways beere n 6 s
exclusively observational, watching the content and discussion with interest but with little
motivation to engage. | would have called myself a lurker, and so whysehirking and
become a kind of silentitness to the content, discussions, and processes of /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPill?

Discussions of lurkeusers in online communities have been happening since the 1990s,

and Blair Nonnecke and colleagu&®nnecke et al., 2004; Nonnecke & Preece, 2@@B)ored

the act of lurking and the motivations for th
they said, fAisata isnvaltwegs cmarreé i(Ndnriecke §Rneede, r e a d |
2003,p.110) A The activities [of lurkers] are not p
determining what to read, delete or saveo (p.

work is that nobody ig1 a mode of constant production in online communities, and that

everyone is a lurker at some point. Kate Craw{@@D9, 2011picked up on this idea of

everyoneasl ur ker , explaining Alurking is the most
move between active and inactive status, spending@hdseir time reading the work of others,

and someti mes emerging when a di(€rawdosds20ld,n mo v e
pp. 63 64). The work of Nonnecke and colleagues and Crawford give estimates above 90% for
the number of Il urkers in online communities r
of the number of uss who would be classified this way, carried a pejorative connot@ita

& Fowler, 2005; Rithgs et al., 2006)orwas seen onlgs a way for novice users (and
researchers) to familiarise themselledgess wi t h t
participant(Baym, 2000; Beaulieu, 2004)

Crawford troublestheide of the | urker as a pejorative;
on posting, commenting and &6speaking upb6 as t
(Crawford, 2009, p.528) "6 Speaking up6o6o Crawford says, #dh

for participation in online spaces such as bl
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where the nAgl or(Crdwfo,201il, p.r65%ohe only way to besadpart of

community. Crawford proposes a move away from the term lurking to using Igtsimee it

lacks the pejorativeonnotatiorof the term lurking and opens the resiced elements of
community participation to different types of
not been given sufycient consideration as a s
obligation aml participation online; instead, it has often been considered as contributing little
value to online communities, i f (Cawford, 2003, p.ng as
527) She continues:

If we reconceptualize lurking as listening, it reframes a set of behaviours once seen as
vacant and empty into receptive and reciprocal practices. Moreover, as a metaphor for
attending to discussisrand debates online, listening more usefully captures the
experience that many I nternet users have.
between the states of listening and disclosing online; both are necesshbpth are

forms of p arconsideratpmadf listenmg pragtices allows for a more

acute assessment of online engagement, and decentres the current overemphasis on
posting, commenting and Ospeaking up6 as t|
Additionally, it allows for the dep sense of connection that listening participants can

feel in online spaces, rather than diminishing this form of presé@awyford, 2009,

pp. 527528)

At the same time as Crawford was writing about listening in Media and Communication
Studies, Kate Lacey was theorising on listening in the public sphere and politics as a
communicative and participatory act. Inthecontexof publ i ¢ di scourse, La
speech act alone is static; only the presence of an active listener introduces the dynamic, the
el ement of intersubjectivity €& sp(kaaey,@01l,and | i
p. 12) Not only are they interdependent, but the act of speaking is nothing at all without the
listener to take it infié speechs nothing but noise in the ether; more to the point, without a

|l i stener there would be no reason, no calling

Rocio Galarza Moling2017)pi cks up Crawford and Laceyos
epi stemic discussion of speakingds perceived

only what is spoken (or typed, posted, or commented) funnels understandinganedge in
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precarious ways. fAThese commendations toward
once more are indicative of how speaking trum
unbalance leaves us with a narrow understanding of the possshalfforded by new

t e ¢ h n o(Moligaj 2017,0. 112)For Crawford, Lacey, and Molina, acts of participafim

online communities through 6voicedd actions a
same kind of epistemic primacy that we afford text over other ways of knowing and

communicating in the acaderfyAnd while authors like those | have draam here have

chall enged this way of knowing, the research

actions is the standard in social science research.

When Ichose listening fomy research, | had yet to consider the epistemological
implicationsof this move, and how it would affect the ways that | might see and interpret the
empirical materials that | collected. It was a pragmatic decision that made sense; this is the way
that | have always experienced the discourses within my study commuftéireslla The move
to online listening, though, has been essential in my own theorisation about the ways that we
ignore complexity in favour of existing ways of knowin¢pow, for example, within
ethnography the use of interdsdsed field sites has beemd continues to be) questioned as

somehow insufficient as a cultuffald site(Beaulieu, 2004; De Seta, 2020)

Listeningas research practice also avoids some the dangers that come along with
working, researching, or doing activisinline, incuding personal attacks and online
harassmerf2 Marwick, Blackwell, and Lq2016)d e scr i be onl ine har assmen
networked technologies to threaten, maliciously embarrass, or attack another individual. It
includes behaviors that range from merely irritating tetife r eat eni ngo (p. 3) . 1
harassment can take mamyrhs, including the publishing of personal information online,
repeated threats of violence to the person, o
information about the person, among oti{@suglas, 2016)Victims of harassment can have
significant personal and social consequences, and researchers who have been caught unprepared

and unaware of these types of violence have exmstikamotional, relationship, and

51 For further discussion of this idea, sgpter 6 Application of a Digitd Ethnographic Assemblage Theery

Methodi theResearch Technoassemblage

62 This approach is independent of decisions about how to represent and present research data that might generate
this kind of attackvhich is anadditional set of ethical and safetynsiderations, although some of the same ideas

apply in these circumstances.
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professional challenges as a re¢Gltay et al., 2018; Levy & Johnson, 2012; Marwick et al.,

2016) There is also a history of this type of online harassnagnt attacks, against researchers

who interrogate issues of gender, misogyny, and male supremacism in online context.

#Gamergate is perhaps the best known example of this, and journalists as well as researchers

have been doxed, brigaded, and threatened @werage, commentary, and even tangentially
related research related to gender and video géBnaghwaite, 2016; Chess & &, 2015;
Gray et al., 2018; Ip, 2014poing research on ideological communities, then, carries certain
risks for the researcher that need to be considered and mitigated.

The (short lived) Agitational Protocol

Through the project proposal planninglo dissertation, Corey Johnson and | develapleat
we called anagitation protocol that we theorized could generate a reseactien |
communityresponse dynamic between myself and the reddit communities | chose to stu
intention was to forcehe communities to engage the affirmations and defences used int¢
when confronted with discourses that did not align with their ideological standpoints. Tk
was exciting, but also made radittle anxious in the wake of #Gamergate and otheresaf
researchers and others encountering backlash to their work online and(@ffiess & Shaw
2015; Ip, 2014)I believedthat | could likely manage my exposure if | was careful, and init
dismissed these concerns, but revisited them lager Whitson, from a place of deep wisdd
suggested that | reconsider.

Me: So here is the plan. Along with data collection by capmmrg post s,
drop in proequity and clearly feminist content to see how the communities react!

Jen:t

Me: We are calling it aragitational protocol | think | will probably get banned, but
that is the best part about doing it on Reddit. | gest make a new account and keep

going. 1 06m going to see how theyw rea
Jenib é | dondét think that is a very go
Me:o € Why not ?

JenWel | él et me expl ain.
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Jends expl anAfacetad and wemtcbsyondhony intitial thought that purpos
agitation was avay to do research that wastentially dangerous (but also manageable
myself and my family. Although Jen conceded that agitation was likely bletterby me rathe
than a researcher who identified as a woman, she suggestésittieat way)this would likely
constitute an unethical manipulation of the communities that | chose to study, and thg
types of interactions were likely already ocaogriorganically. Why bother manufacturi
controversy,she askedespecially where (especially feminist) research ethos compels
provideall our research subjects with the basic courtesy of being free from manipulation
researchef? She also sugpsted that this approach was likely to ratchet up contehtittiol
from some userscombining and compounding potential safety concerns and proble
manipulation.In the end, her words of caution overshadowed my enthusiasm for dardy

click-baitresearch findingsand | abandoned the prospect of manufactured argument.

Bounding the Site

Reddit is a deep well of content, and even when limited to only subreddits that discuss and
supportmanospherehetoric, the volume of data available is far W@stto cover all of itin the
type of qualitative project using ethnographic methods that | undeéttéai.this reason, | chose
two significant subreddits within threanosphereommunity: /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill.
As explained in th&/hy Choose Reddit as a Study Sise®tion, hese two subreddits were

selected purposefully, as they represent two different, but related, elementsosphere

thinking, touching on different aspects of dininism and Western gendered traditionalisms.

While the initial context of the research was limited to the two subretititsyay that
reddit aggregates content meant that | also viewed contentdiher sitesincluding YouTube,
various news sites, academic journal articles, blogs, other social media content, and personal
websites. Although the posted content, as well as the origin of that gesiierportant to the
analysis, this work did ngtursue the content further than its fitigrr origins when linked from

reddit €.g.,the comments on a news piece or YouTube video that served as the primary source

53 This is a disciplinary assertion of course, since fields like psychology regularly use deception as part of their
research methodologies, and (sometimes) have extensive psdtoptace to mitigate any negative effects from
those deceptions on research participants.

64 Or any single research project, methodology, or approach.
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for a reddit thread). While the primary content was impot@ptoperly contextualize th
original posts and parent comments, my inquiry was focused on the discourses and practices of

reddit, rather than the production of content which fuels these discussions and discourses.

Access

As discussed previously in this chapter, reddit is a fretéopha available to anyone with internet
access of sufficient bandwidth to load the site. Because of this, the subreddit communities |
studied argoublic, although some content may require a clislough stating that the user is
over the age of 1&°%In order toengage in contestdrientedparticipaton in the community,
either through voting or posting of comments/content, the user requires only abtiming a
login for redditrequires ainiqueemail address and unique usernaiteens thaican be aquired

in under five minutes and with the use of a free email seridserscanfollow this process
repeatedlyf they want (creating new email addresdefiowed by new reddit accounts), and
have multiple active reddit accounts at a titfés(is covered in more detail in chapter twoe
Setting. For this project, | created a new login (/u/LearnStuffAbout$tofbe able to create a
curated research feed of manosphere content.

Ethics

The ethical consideriains of this project were complex, since they are couched in the subjective
interpretation of whethagontentin an internet space like reddst public content, or noThe

dilemma from the perspective of universgignctioned research, is centered ondba of

whether the users who post on reddit have a reasonable expectation that their posts and content
will be private when they post them. There are arguments for and against the expectation of

privacy, and | will do my best to cover them here.

The mosttompelling argument for the idea that reddit users have an expectation of
privacy over their content is that the site has a required login to post. Like other websites with

this limitation, a user must be logged in to post, and could therefore be uadaptiession that

5 The termpublicisused here at her than, say, 6éopen to everyoneo6 in
allows you to open and run the sitsers and visitors require things like knowledge of the site itself, specific
abilitiesand aptitudesand EnglisHanguage abilityWithout these things, you cannot access the site or the content.

56 While it remains true that the subreddits | studied are public, the quarantine of /r/TheRedPill means that access
has an additional barri¢the quarantine clickhrough), but since the cotapion of my research, reddit has

implemented a requirement thatbypass the quarantine clithkrough and see the community content, you must

now be a registered user with a verified email addfasther limiting access.
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their content is somehow protectadprivilegedby theirusernameAlthough a login is required
to post, almost all content posted by users is accessible to anyomamduzes reddit, login or
not®’ Different from sites that requii@login to view content, reddit does mat this type of
gatekeeping. Tlhargumenfor assumed privacy of conteinbelieve to benoot; the content from

my study subreddits iseessble to all users

Another argument for user privacy is that usernamedgea buffer for individuals, but
still constitute a part of their personal identities, and that the posts associated with those identities
have a reasonable expectation of remaining private. This is the argument used by ethics review
boards that might sist on the obfuscation of usernames in the reproduction of content or
reporting of researcfBrunton & Nissenbaum, 2015; A. Markham, 201Z)nd twoissues with
this assertion. The first is that all posts from a username are associated with that username, and
are available through their username %tand although not everyone is as open about their
identity on reddit as Arnol&chwarzeneggeusersare aware of thipersistentonnection
between usernames and cont&#cond, but related to the first, is that when users are posting
things that are embarrassing, controversial, or they would rather not associate with their main
accounts, they often axte throwaway account8This is a regular practice on the site and
indicates that users are acutely aware that their content will be seen, interpreted, and linked to

them if enough information is availalilesomething that full user histories can ofteayide.

The elements presented above make a reasonable case for the content on reddit to be seen
as public and therefore useable for research without express consent from those posting the
content; much as the content and posts from individual userswhu¥e or other sites might be
used in researchVikipedia provides a useful analmgs exampldor this phenomenoas
contributors and editors are required to have an account and usehuogitings is nbrequired to
read content. Also, the content postedpen for public consumpti@nd commentary.argue

that users have no real expectation of privaicyedditas it relates to the content they post under

57 The only exception to this lelis when users create and post in private subreddits where only invited and
approved members can post and read content. For the purposes of this research, no private subreddits are being
accessed.

68 See/u/GovSchwarzeneggéor one example from Arnold Schwarzenegger.

89 See/u/Throwawayfor one example.
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their usernames, provided the analysis of that content does not seek to expose their.identities

This research did not.

With these ethical considerations in mind, | still sought ethics approval for my proposed
project, as there are sometimes unforeseen effects on individuals or groups through research
conducted by welimeaning ounderinformed academsg: Take, for example, the April 2021
banning and reverting of all patches to the Linux kernel by all @minnesota.edu emails after it
was revealed that researchers from the instityiidn & Lu, 2021)had deliberatgl introduced
vulnerabilities into the software for their reseafchkshmanan, 2021Y The regarchers in this
case state very plainly that they Aknew we co
or they would be on t he (Laksbrkanamt2021,paraBjaking hy p o c
to make this statement should be more than enough indication that research of this nature has
tangible efécts on human subjects, even if the research is not directly focused on those human
subjectsThe research proceeded and would have likely continued if the incident were not
discovered and publicise@ihe impact of this unethical research practiggenddar beyond the
Linux developer community. The nature of the vulnerabilities and their planned, clandestine
insertion into the Inux codebase meant that any user who dowmdttese patches would be
impacted and a huge number of software infrastructue§s anLinux operating system«hin,

2021) including Netflix, NASA, and the New York Stock Exchange.

In my case, the ethics approval process was primarily made up of discussions about the
nature of the data | was going to collegho (if any) gatekeepers were for this data, and the
debateabout whether the data were public or not. The project was approved as described here
(IRB #40945 May 16, 2019gmnd the research proceeded.

Interrogatingf emi ni st et hi cs ightsoninesear ching mends r
The feminist and masculinities studies theories | have discus#eaid dissertatiomre rooted (at

least in part for masculinities studies) within a feminist research ethos that includes acceptance of
various onteepistemological perspectis®n research and knowledge, criticality of oppression

and oppressive social and cultural frameworks, and an ethics of care. Each of these areas are

O This story is illustrative of the researchers not acdagrfor the effects otheir work on the actual people that
develop, maintain, and review code &qrerrsourceprojects like this one, and the potential harm that this kind of
work can do. It is also not admof institutional IRB coming to the rescue, as the project was approved and
proceeded, even when the IRB of the University of Minnesota backtracked and retroactively declared that the
research was indeed on human subjects.
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discussed at length in feminist texBeLamotte et al., 1997; LeGates, 2012; Lorber, 2012;

Mandell & Johnson, 2016; McDonald, 1998% well as in significant works of theq(s.g,

Butler, 1990; Halberstam, 2019; The Combahee River Collective, 88d%re not the focus

here However, a discussion of my negotiation of feminist ethics ofaradehe antequity

groups that | study is necessary to help frame and understand@ayate decisions around
community access, participant anonymity, and member checking. At the centre of this discussion
is feminist ethics of care, and how it can, cannot, and/or should be applied when those being
studied hold views and ideologies that ané-equity in nature and antithetical to a feminist

ethos.

Analysis of the ethical imperatives of researchers (both online and offline), especially
feminist researchers, tends to focus on the good and bad of the relational and situational
connectonsheteen t he researcher and those O6being re
happen to the participants, informants, inter
inquiry. How do we treat these peoplbBo we treat those who have provided ushwésearch
dataas people, or merely as objects for production and anaksisflexive, qualitative
approach to research must ask additional questions, including: what is the researcher relationship
to the area and people being researched? what aragheations of these relationships? and
how might we ensure that the data we collect are fair and representative of the individuals who

contributed to the research project?

A traditional feminist qualitative inquiry asks for informed consent, requesticesa to
communities we choose to study, doing the possible best to preserve anonymity for our
participants, and condwsaextensive member checking to ensure that both the representations of
research data and our conclusions about the thoughts, feehdgs@essions of our
participants are properly represented in our whirklso workswith emancipatory or social

justice goals that extend beyotind individuals who might provide research data.

Feminist Ethics of Care

The tenets of feminist qualitatiyeracticecovered in the previous sectientend from
feminist ethics of care. The feminist fAethics
roots 1 n CE#H978,198Tnork ih, iarg ariigie ©f developmental psychology and

her argument for an expanded conceptualizatio
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Gilliganbs argument, which aimed to strike do
between justice and care (alswderstood as the rationality of logic versus the irrationality of

emotion), was that personal, ethical, and individual normative standards were centered
exclusively on a male model, perpetuating nor
beingi My © sapeéxplains Gilligan(1986)fit hat t hi s story seems O0in
women but is at odds with the findings of psychological research. This is preciselyrthegooi

making and exactly the difference | was exploring: the dissonance between psychological theory

and women' s(p.8%)perienceo

The acceptance of a singular human standard based orf'tpers@ntile male continge
(for a series of interesting drmlistressing examples of this, like malaly vehicular crash test
dummies that make cars less safe for women and children, see CarolineFCaad®201®)s
work), but Gil i g seseércdand that of subsequent theori@ssher & Tronto, 1990; Fraser,
1989; Held, 1993have developthe idea of care and caring into an indispensable element of
feminist ethos. For Gilligan, fAthe distinctio
divisions between thinking and feeling, egoism and altruism, theoretical and practical

reasoning 0 meaning that

Ajustice and care as mor al -imagesoforect i ves ar ¢
another, with justice uncaring and care unjust. Instead, these perspectives denote

different ways of organizing the basic elements of moral judgmentotadis, and the

rel ati ons hi fGilpantl188d,eom 467, 469)m o

Fraser and Tront@990)defined care as

~

fla species activity that includes everythi.
our ' Wthativalcan ligean it as well as possible. That world includes our
bodies, our selves, and our environment, all of which we seek to interweave in a

complex, lifesust ai ning webo (p. 40).

This definition of care creates a flexible standard, that isechaut in action and practice, and

can occur in a variety of settings and institutiph®nto, 1998) Relative to research, the
feminist ethics of care calls us to create a
carrying feminist epigimological principles through, among other areas, the management of

different realities and understandings between researcher and researched, and complex questions

102



of power in research and writirf{§tanley & Wise, 2013, p.3}. We are called to do so by
treating our research subjects as agentic actors, real people, and to understand that our research

has consequences for those researched, as well as for ourselves, andrsesseBiber, 2012)

My purposen exploring the nature of the feminist ethics of care in this way is to provide
conextfor a discussion about positioning my research using feminist theory, and how the
approach that | chose might be seen as a purposeful ignorance of these feminist values.
Throughout this document, | present unfiltered and obfuscated quotes from mefithers
communities | researched. | did not request access to the content of these groups from the
moderators or other membétd.did not submit my work to the communities for member
checking. A keen observer might then question whether the work cauplivea feminist

research ethos having done none of these things?

What this means for my research
Negotiatinga feminist ethics of care, ethnographic practices Eseeography +

Feminism: Can there be a femingghnographyfor more discussionn this) and problematic

groups like /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill is complicaRather than a single correct
approach to this negotiatiptnere are several pathways to good quality resehattiake
differentpersgectives on user identification in research daththe associated potential for

amplificationof problematic messagirigtwo concerns of importance in my work.

| believewhen using public forum dafas | have with this reddjt)he choice to
anonymise contributomsiust beall or nothing We can choose to anonymisgernames, for
example, but with public data then w2125 houl d
fabrication in order to obfuscate the content as well. If we do not, actioze to present that
data verbatimthen it remains searchable and is easily associatedhsitliser, rendering the
obfuscation of the username pointlé$%his complicates the discussion of uaeonymization,
especially when working with problematic groupscause to present the community discourses

"t is important to note here that at the time of the research, neither of these groups had community research rules
or guidelines in place requiring researchers of any kind to contact the group or ask permission to collect community
content. In additionthere is some debate about whether community content from open communities like
/r/MensRightgequiresspecial permission or IRB ethics clearance since that content is available to anyone who
chooses to browse the subreddit.

721 will acknowledge at this pot thatsome reddit content is not searchable
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in the most effective ways (through theirmwords) we mustontend wittnotions of

dehumanization anobjectification from singling users out as representative

Other authors that have worked with reddit data have approached this challenge in
different waysSome authors have chosenrolude usernames R i ¢ h(20&4)work bnd s
Karmawhoring B e r g(&0lI)reseadck on not feeding the reddit tralfsl debate on
reddi t, (2Bpdissergtenroippsu bl i cs and counterpublics in
some ofMa s s a (R@l7)warkauses reddit usernames along with quotations to make their
arguments about the sokceand political landscapes of redditone of these authors provide a
justification for the inclusion of usernames in their research produatisors like Robards
(2018)in his work on the subreddit /r/totallystraight, the research ordgsdfosure online by
Shelton and colleagu¢2015) and Van der (20N3exedratiom afdnorfymityt h 6 s
on /r/[gonewild all choose to leave out usernames in their research with potentially vulnerable
usersand each relpnthe presumption ofulnerability in leaving usernames oBRerhaps most
interesting for consideration are the decisions by author like Gaudette and coll@8Q3s
Lumsden(2019) and Borton(2017) who each researcheasogynist communities on reddit and
chose to remove or obfuscate usernames from their writing. Lunf@d&é)and Borton(2017)
each discuss how, even though the data they were using is public, they have made the decision to
leave usernamesout | n Lumsdends c¢ as ehoicetcdme thjouglsCaplf i cat i o
and P y2019)worlotisat suggests users should not be named becaidgeaommunity
recognition and theqgtential forsocial capital harm.

My approach to this challenge brings me bickonsiderationabout my primary
concerns in doing this researend that (to paraphrase Fraser and Tronto (198@Yes to a
world that the most people can live invasll as possibleSo, while | believe that members of
these groups are people, and some of these people have been deeply affected in negative ways by
the social policies and ways of being they complain altoeit, central messaging is not really
about theemancipation of oppressed people, but ratheditiénishing powelof the traditionally
dominant.Some of theoncerns and issues that these men bring up are worthy of consideration
the anticircumcisionactivismdone bysome memberseeing infant ciramcisionas a gender
specific violation of human rights is one exampleutthe personal and collective desire for a
propagandised Western gender traditionalism, rhetorics of male domination, andaldra

hierarchymean heir rhetoric is decidedly focud®n benefiting men, frequently to the expressed
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detriment of womend some merGiven these consideratigrfer this work | take a kind of
metalevel approach to the ethics of care and consider the exposure of both text and ussrname
having the poterail to move the social dial in a direction that benefits the most peaptefeel
justified in that decision makingiven thepersistent public identities and soaabpital/credit

orientations of reddit covered irhe Settingchapter of this dissertation.

Even ifwe feel justifiedmaintaining usernames and verbatiootesas conscioupraxis,
the question of the amplification of problematic, aaguity rhetoricyemains alifficult one.
While fears of amplification may proyestified for popular media articlesith a broad reach
that discuss these groufesg., Tiffany, 202Q)or eventexts by academics written for a wider
audiencde.g., Daniels, 2009a)he ideahat dissertations or academic articles (witkirthmited
reach, paywallsand other challenges)ould amplify counterpublic messages or convert the
readey presupposes that the readers of academicctertpletely miss the poinGiven the

feminist nature of my workfor example)and the journals where it will be publish@busneau,

2021b) readers are already | ikely tolftheygdoe a cr it
not, | find it difficult to believe that in reading my work (or other work of this type), anyone is
likelytof al | i nt o rredepitl iBewlogy.i ght s o

Il f my work did Ago viral, o the question wo

the data while maintaining its integritiWParkham(2012)suggests thatith creative rescripting

of user dataauthors can craft narratives that appropriately represent the content they wish to
conveywithout exposing the postdviarkham calls this process fabricatjoapresentingi t h e

activity ofconbi ni ng, mol ding, and/ or arranging el eme
t h a notvalseladieninitseld ( p . but Bath& xccomplishebaring the message of the

content while obfuscating and shielding the creator.

However, in the work of exposing problematic content to protect against it, | think
obfuscating it in the ways thtarkhamsuggest does two things: iignores the agency of the
person who originally posted the temta public forumand it protectshemfrom critique This
may feel like a defensive incongruenbat if we accept that reddit is a public spaejch it is,
then we should also accdapatusers understaridformation postedhereis also publicl believe
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that they do understand this, ahe conceptof throwaway accountS user verificationand
persistent user pages that track conberak up that belieif that is the case, then do users really
have the expectation abntentprivacy beyond the individual quaanonymity that is proded

by reddit accoun®How could they?

My work is expository of thdiscourses of masculinity and male supreniacy
Ir/MensRights and /r/TheRedRillhe users | quote are not confidential informaaits | include
verbatim textgo best represent what users siaring soit also feels like the academically
appropriate approach to crethbse authors in the same ways that | would cesdibther
authorfor their published work. What is the diffe@nbetween reddit posts and blogspwiine
articles or other websitesPhere is also a question here about intentioraktyectationand
whether userbave the expectation that their texts would be taken up by academics and critiqued
so heavily Certanly they did not butl argue that this intentionality should not permit tham
escape from the critical ggzand that as auth®in publicly accessible spatieey remain open to
critigueof work attributed to them. Reddiinson critique, and in both /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPill critical comments form significant portions of the discussions between users.
Academic ctique, although mostly more considered and extending from a better theoretical
standpointis not all that diferent.The act of protecting users in spaces like /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPill in the same way that we woukkrs incommunities that are consistent targets for
threats and oppressiaiso gives off paternalistic and supremacist (male and White) \isess
from these communities are not regularly under threat of physical and sexual violence in the real
way that, for example, higprofile users were/are from #gamerg@ibess & Shaw, 2015; M.
Salter, 2018)women executives at the coamy (Pao, 2017)andwomen usersvith sexually
explicit content (shared willingly or nofMassanari, 2017; Van der Nagel & Frith, 201&e

under threatFor all these reasons, | choose to include usernames in my research.

One final consideration is the decision not to conduetrviews or member checking as
part of my researchn this regard position my r(208%)anrcybérratismk e Dan i

and White supremacist groups online, in that given my interest in the ideologies of masculinity

" Throwaway accounts are created by usepost content they do not want associated with their main reddit

account. These accounts often post unpopular opinions, content that might be incriminatingder,the

embarrassing information, or not safe for work content (like porn), so that users can keep the content/comments they
post disassociatddom their main account.
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within the larger communities, interviewing individuals was not necessarily geeerat

Introducing myself as published academic with clear ideals of equity and feminist theoretical
underpinningsvould likely be eoughsell for open and honest research in communities that are
expressly antfeminist Those who might be willing to spk with me may also encounter the

kinds ofinterlocutor fear associated with informing on their owagiioup communitiesand

would more than likely lead to unfinished doctoral research and an interrupted ethnography

(Gajjala, 2002)Members of /r/MensRights see themselves as champions of equity, but how they

see oppressn (especially who is oppressed and how) is so different from how | do that the
processes of member checking that we might re
resultsl also, like Daniel§2009a)f i nd it fAethically troubling to
disagreed with so fundamentally ( p) not Zke€adse | am concerned about amplifying their

voices (my platformafteralli s much small er than Danielsdo), b
justifications forsubscribing to the collective ethos are less compeitingeat this timethan

theways thosendividuals come together to form the ideology of Wiele So,while

individuals maybe able tgick and choose elements of the larger ideological framewaark,

thenrepresent this cherpicked interpretation of that ideology in an intervienustify their

own involvementthe discourses coming from the commuiaitgless able tagnore downplay

or hidemore radical, violent, or exclusionary elements

So, we muscircle back to the discussion on the ethics of care, and the question of
whether | owe the same ethics of care | would afford to participants that | consider vulnerable to
the individual users of /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill? My answer, as evinteéd psevious
five pages, is complicated, but in thésearch| believe that the metathical stance of working
towards a socially just world in a way that may or may not expose those who work against that
goal is paramount. To simply know that terriddiéngs happen is not enough, we need to identify

the speakers so that we can call them out when needed.

Is this work (E)thnography?

The above sections do the work of explaining developments of ethnographic pthetice
implications of the digital into etlography, and lay out my own approach to ethnographic work
in /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill, but some readers may still be asking themselves whether
what | didis indeed ethnography? This question hinges on the idea of what makes a research

project Ethnogaphy (capital E) or what makes a project ethnographic? The former, Ethnography
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with a capital OE6 is a kind of monolith, a s
the identity of many researchers, particularly anthropolofittsvell, 2017; Ingold, 2014)The
latter is more malleable way of doing and representing research, that while maintaining rigorous

concepts that separate and define it from other methods and methodologies, isti@sal terri

The distinction that | make here builds from Carole McGranali2adi3)ideaof
Ethnographic Sensibilitwhere she divides the ethnographic into method, theory, and writing,
and asks the researcher and reader to decide if each of these elements carry an ethnographic
sensibility? Rather than asking if a project is Ethnograpaigtél E, full-stop), McGranahan
contends (and | agree) that we are better to parse out the elements of the project and ask if they
are ethnographit it is possible to write ethnographic work that was not done using ethnographic
methods, and we can use aigraphic methods and not write ethnographically. The tenets that
make the work of research ethnographic, the elements that can give it an ethnographic sensibility
can be complicated a hard to pin do{fMarcus & Cushman, 1982; McGranahan, 2014)id i t i s
easy to see and name what is nohismdrdhynogr aphi c
description or observation 2004,ps2p ButMcGrartalean f or m
(2018)describes, using the three substantive area of ethnographic sensibilitwe might see

and understand work as ethnographic:

The ethnographic is a culturalyrounded way of both being in and seeing the world.

It is both ontological and epistemological. It is all that goes without saying in terms of

what is considered normative or natural, and yet is also the very rules alaihpedc

truthsi about the way things are, and the way they shouldtbat underlie both

everyday and ritual beliefs and practices.
drives theory through its attention to disjuncture, to things that cannot biatiednso
conceptual excess that is both taken for gl
getting to the ethnographic is the goal, and participlaservation is key to attaining

this goal. In terms of writing, an ethnographic sensibility convettsapological

expectations of fiekdbased knowledge of realities of a given community, on life as

lived in both ordinary and extraordinary time and pldpe2)

Parsed out, what makes research and writing ethnographic then is that the workesngng

immersive, and reflexiveHowell, 2017; McGranahan, 2018)
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Mc Gr anahanés et hnographic sensibility fall
60et hnogr ap3keggs, 2014 Citing Hadawa)(1997) Skeggs explains that
et hnographic sensibility is fAa way of remaini
sides in a predetermined way but is about the risks, purposes and hopes embedded in knowledge
projectso (p. 43 7ttudeishoudh & dajustcs tb theorigoronsgeseaaich o t
feministminded ethnographers, Skeggs concludes that pervasive and vigilant use of feminist

approaches might well make headwnaesf oeamemi ni

With these ideas mind, the answer to the question of "is this ethnography" for the work

in this dissertation is yes. Anb.

The methods are long term and immersive, with over three years of community
participation through listening and monitoring content and disausarma hundreds of hours in
data collection and review of the systematically collected data. The use of feminist theory with
its calls for researcher responsiveness to both personal and cultural pressures in contextualizing
research and researcher preseaod masculinities theories that directly reflect and refract my
own experiences as a man are necessarily reflexive. This reflexivity finds its way into much of
my writing, and especially in this dissertation the labour of writing my own experiencélento
research and research decisions, as well as writing myself &Crig¥. Johnson, 2009is
present throughouBut this researclkloes not contain sonud the important features of
Ethnography. Specifically, it does not inclugsearcher/interlocutor conversations or
interviews nor does it engage with data member chectorgarify researcher assumptions and
conclusionslt could also have extendedylmad redditin a more significant wayto other sites
and/or to inperson evemst’4 Going beyond the firsbrder links that were provided in user posts
by bringing in other websites or content spaces, or attending targeted evantsave helped
better unlerstand the culture these subreddits represent

The writing in this dissertation is and is not ethnographic. The manuscripts of chapters
f o uEntitlédfio Everything ) a n dA Pésitive &denfityifor Men®) ar e more "tr ad
gualitative represeations of my researcifhey present data content from the community
subreddits and contextualize that content through theory as representative of the discourses of

74 Given the timeline of the research, this was impossible due to COVID restrictionseancte and widespread
cancellation of irperson events.
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masculinity in the communities, how they interact, and how reddit assists those discourses in the
development of marextreme ideologies for the users. They are not represented in a particularly
ethnographic way (i.e., as an anthropological field repamt)itlcould be argued that the

presentation of data collected over time, combined with the insights efdomgolservation

that all owed me to make my arguments i-n both
based knowledge of realities of a given community, on life as lived in both ordinary and
extraordinary ti me and Appliaatos ofa Digitdl EtBnpgraphic 2) . C
Assemblage Theoiyethod, along with the prologue, epilogue, chaptef3 dnd 7 contain

much more of the reflexivity and contextual information that we might expect from ethnographic
writing. Particularly in chapter six, theedelopment of the theonyethod | propose is based

almost exclusivelyn my experiences ad@ng-termresearcher in the field and the translation of

my struggles in the work of digital ethnographic data analysis with the large scale (in volume and

acrosgime) of the project | undertook.

Ethnography + Feminism: Can there be a feminist ethnography?
As indicated in the previous section, there are some difficulties with marrying feminism and

ethnography. The epistemological issues covered above notwitgatidire are additional

challenges when trying to work with ethnography and feminist theory on what Fi¢l&9Q)

calls Aunloved groups. o0 The conflict that giywv
relative to a feminist ethics of care, is between the emancipatory works and ideas that are

essential to feminism and feminist theory, veithgsimperative to expose awtijuity work and

rhetoric with the intention of supporting emancipatory work.

In her critique of a feminist Ethnography, Judith Sta@@®88)explores the idea that no

matter what, an fAethnography wi gumenbistweaioldy a f e
First, the human relationships Ethnography de
mani pul ation and betrayal by the ethnographer

created by the researcher/researched relationship potentially exploitativeituationruns

contrary to the feminist work for empowerment and the flattening of researcher/researched

power dynamics, and maintaipower with the researcher. Second, an Ethnography is

fistructured primarily forareseaelr 6 s pur poses, of fering a resea
registered in a researchero6és voiceo (p. 23).
Ethnography is subjugated in a way that creates a power differential that is untenable with a
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feminist ethosln 1988 Stacey could not see a femilginography, but she did identify cracks

i n t henal@ésmarienamod t hrough a Akeen sensitivity toag
research and to the irreconci IMzxlGirlaintg3018mf6o sOt h e
work addresses many of the issues that Stacey identified asmpadld in the union between

feminism and Ethnography.

Critiques | i ke Staceyds are iIimportant to t
challenges with feminist ethnographic work that explores communities with problematic
ideological discourses is thad matter how we approach the ethnographic project we are in
danger of betraying feminist principles. If we, as discusselier in thischapter adopt a
feminist ethics of care relative to the individuals who are members of our study communities,
then weare in danger of exposing messages and ideologies without identifying their sources,
effectively broadcasting a message (in one way or another) without the possibility of social
accountability for those who have generated the mes$aifesn the other And, we choose to
expose the users who have produced the content through including their usernames in academic
texts, and not obfuscating their texts in some way, then we are not extending an ethics of care to
them that we have agreed is essential to festniesearch, and we are potentially giving them a

different platform for the broadcast of their massaging.

The revisitation of my ethics discussion froearlieris essential because it highlights
that the ethical decisiemaking when conducting feministformed ethnographic research on
6unl oved communities6 is ongoing. The researc
while asking Ais this research feminist?d and

continual task and these questitvase corelated answers.

Answering both yes and no to questions of identity about research seems like a way to get
around the question, but asking whether researn@ftisnography is concomitant with an
epistemological perspective that ethnography is aaiithic and singular way of approaching,
doing, and representing research. The concept of ethnographic sensibility, while being no less
robust than its singular counterpart in Ethnography allows for other ways of being, knowing, and
representing in ethnogphic practice, and is much better aligned with feminist critiques of the

> This type of broadcast without accountability is likely one of the attractions of having discussions and interactions
on quasianonymous platforms like reddit.
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gatekeeping limitations of pepbsitivist inquiry. Approaching the question of ethnographic
work through the concept of ethnographic sensibility allows for an acceptable mititde in
discussion of whether feminism and ethnography can come together, and permits work like
mine, with a complicated and fluctuating relationship with thef@mg, immersive, and
reflexive requirements in methods, writing, and theory, to justifiablyabecdcethnography

(lower-case e).

Collection/Generation of Empirical Materials
Creation of empirical materials for this dissertation research had two parts: observation with
listening participatiorthat includedield notes and journalingbout broad
observations/commentand systematic thread capttinat includedhe creation of a research
notes data workbook amdore detailedomments/field noteShese parts, like all ethnography,
are necessarily interconnected, with the persistent observation and listening happening before,

during, and after the capture of threads.

Observation and Listening

Observation is a key component in ethnographic reegand while the work covered in this
dissertation is not a traditional ethnographic study, being a member of the study communities
and watching the community posts over time (both inside and outside the systematic collection
of materials) has been an iorpant part of understanding patterns of posts and areas of interest. |
have been a member of both communities, either in a research capacity or through negdotwn
account, since September of 2017, before /r/TheRedPill was quarantined. Time spesat in the

communities varied over time and circumstance.

Ir/TheRedPill
My observation of /r/TheRedPill was intermittent from my joining the community in 2017 until

after the completion of my proposal and acceptance of my ethics application in May of 2019. |
would occasionally venture into the community and check out the top posts. After ethics

approval | added a subscription to the subreddit on my mobile reddit app and began to see more
regular posts. Like any other subscription, if the content posted piquedargsin | would enter

the thread and read the post and several comments. Because of the predominance of longer text
posts on the subreddit, | found that reading them on mobile was often complicated drki&ing

trying to read any long document on a dreateen.
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My behaviour changed as | moved ictpturing postsspending more time looking at
top posts and some of the top comments as | moved through the capture of the threads. This was
completed on PC arttie larger, multiple screens allowed for bettewing and reading
experiences with long posts.

After thepostcollection was complete, | returned to viewing the community on my
mobile device. Wittthe changing subscription behaviour over time on my reddit account,
Ir/TheRedPill posts were largely &ms from my regular content aggregation and | removed my
subscription from the community at the beginning of 2021.

/r/MensRights
| have been subscribed to /r/MensRights since the beginning of Dy $dies in 2016. |

found interest in the community kmcse of their presentation as a coufgeninist movement

that claimed men as subordinated. At that time, | was trying to understand how young men |
encountered could be so staunchly-#emninist and what communities they connected with.

From that time,He community has been part of my regular subscriptions on my personal reddit
account, and was also subscribed on my research reddit account. The commegithars
activeeach day® and posts have appeared steadily on both accounts since that tttnehani
recent increase in subscribers to over 300,000, posts apgeé&rly pne in my top 2680 posts)

in my aggregated feed. My regular engagement with this commuthike is was with

Ir/TheRedPill in that if the title of the post is of interestjll explore the threadComments

almost always devolve into afféminist rhetoric or repetitious talking points related to the main

arguments of the mendbs rights movement .

Like with /r/TheRedPill, my engagement also changed when | began my captures.
Soring posts in different ways, and engaging with the subreddit directly, versus through posts
channelleby the aggregation algorithrpresented more content and a better opportunity to see
who was postingCapturing through two different sorting schemkss ahowedwhich posts
were seen as more controversial than othexamething that is absent from aggregatser
feeds.Whenmy period of threadapture ended, /r/MensRights returned to a place of casual

¢ Regularly between 25 and 35 posts gay, and averaging about 850 comments pelslayredditstats.com,
2021)
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engagement through my personal reddit account. diresubscribed to this subreddit and see

posts regularly in my feed.

Systematic Thread Capture

The more substantial and systematic collection of empirical materials was done through the
capture of entire threads. Over three morttleginning in April 202@nd ending in July 2020,
empirical materials were collected from /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill three times per week.
Collection was done during thgeriod while | was on parental leav® served as a kind of

brain break from the rigors of new parentho®lis timeframewas selected becausar child

was old enough that the very difficult period of new parenthood had waned, and it was close
enough to my return to work that the cultural esmiof the posts would not be completely lost.
Also, our activity was restricted at this time due to COMI®) and thisesearclactivity

provided a change of pad@eyond the considerations listed here strategy was employed to
ensure that data collext in the capture phase had a particatalytical richness (meaning that
posts were not collected and the timeframe was not selected to coincide with any particular event
or social context), and the posts were purposefully collected in a rolling chgarablfashion to
capturehow users would experience the subreddit communities as observers who loakigd at
the hottest or most controversial posts several times a Beake note taking was done during

the time of data capture (including the initial oaglin the research workbopkhough horough
analysis of the captures was not completed until my return toiw@kptember2020

Collection consisted of the five postsat appeared at the top of the confemin each subreddit,
twice each sessiondng two of the buikin sortingfilters for reddit content: hot and
controversialThis approach yielded the top five most popular posts and the five most
controversial posts at the time of collection for both subreddits. Overall, this approach generated
580 captured threads, averaging just under 46 comments per thread, and a total of 23,149
comments. The remainder of this ssdction will cover the software used for this process, and

the procedures used each session to collect the data.

Data collectionsoftware
The software used for materials collection is divided into viewing and capture. These categories

are explained below:
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Viewing

Data collection was completed entirely on PC, using prifacysed browsers to access
reddit. While the initial plan was to use exclusively Waterfox, a pracamnted offshoot of
Firefox, to keemlatacollection and personal internet use sepafdtes proved problematic due
to the need to use the legacy version of reddit for one part of the data collection (see
old.reddit.com text box)lo work around the sorting issue discussed in the text box below, |
used the Brave browser (a privaogcused chromiurbased browser) as a second browser with
settings that defaulted to the old version of reddit. Both browsers were compatible with the
ASend to OneNoteo ext en siiCoanp tuwsredmblowscEheaisepotnu r e
account created for my compmeatsive exam process, /u/LearnStuffAboutStuff, was used as the

reddit account for collection, keeping the data collection separate from my personal reddit use.

Capture

After much trial and errorging different software and browser plugins, | used Micrbosof
On e N ofSendtes OneNotebrowser plugin to capture the reddit threads in conjunction with
an excel spreadsheet to capture data about individual posts. Send to OneNote worked with both
browsers | used and captdrde entire post as an image, importindirectly to OneNoteThe
plugin alsogivesthe option of naming the poshoosing the notebook where the post would be
capturedtagging posts and images when needed, and native OCR image text search in the
captured imagesSend to OneNote was an elkest tool for capturing entire posts that included
all the visual content from the subreddit. Posts appear as long, single, scrollable images that can
be viewed in the same typelohg-form scroll as when the posts are viewed online, and
combined with tk reddit setting to show all posts and replies for threhms a good job of
capturing the contenOther capture methods were either unable to work with theisgroll
natureo f r e d d i tthusnoticaptureng thesewtiee thread, or produced imdgéles that
were impossible to navigasppropriatelyfor analysisdue to overlapping text and images
inability to parse out page headers and footers from main page content, or creating spaces

between pages that deleted some corfsm@one example ifigure 41).
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EliThe Red Pill 3¢

e S T e e S T I L P e e D e o e PR ST Sy T

you are teling me that Fox and MGK didn't do shit together during that time alone? This might

32 Comments
) 1 nsted by u/once omfanel day

Db 'tilsenthis guy
Discussed in my yideo post here.

Post dissected is here: https:/farchive.is/gFs6g

Ifound this post on Reddit and at first I laughed.
But then I realized it was sad,
Let us dissect this post.

First off -- "... every gifImeet or hang out with alvays has some other dude that I find out
about months later. Or maybe I'm the side dude.”

Isee he's implying with the word "side dude” that he's actualy getting bid at all so 1 asked

25 Comments
w ‘osted bv u/when its too latel 93y

Isi?tugdha?cnt?.gﬂo Yourself

I'am going to be blunt today. Mostly because I spiled boling hot coffee on my hand and now I

hava a ralativochs covara hirn which alen moanc hunina thic Fan ho nainduol ot tmec Thic alen

Figure 4-1: Sample image from NCapture, NVivo extension for capturing web content for imp
analysis in the NVivo software. Along with extensive white space, elements of thesdaiboff or
missing, and some text overlaps, rendering the data image useless.

old.reddit.com

In 2018 reddit made a major change to the user interface, moving the site to an infinite
front page and subreddits, as well as making many other gedainid interface changes (se
figure 4-2 below). Some of these changes were made, among other useability reasons, t
optimize the site for mobile browsing. One of the changes that came with this major ove
was a modified set of sorting selections ag pf the top bar on subreddits and user landin
pages. This modification eliminated the
default. Subreddits can activate the fic
(/rMensRights has donéis), but most do not. /r/TheRedPill has not made this sorting
available, but it is still available through the legacy (old) version of reddit. The entirety o
site is available in this way through old.reddit.com, and provides a less graphically and
computationally demanding reddit experience for those users who may need or want su
thing. | used old.reddit.com/r/TheRedPill to access the controversial sort during my rese
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O reddit @ ossigns

/ol cubs. 1f you've been banned

Ak this place for providing information. Mot only for Man, but. far Women like mysel, It ssams
forruation o Her's Rigihte hide doing #ocgle seareive. T oarm 5 lea s woui e cydetens
re information o how £ el the couse. EATESE

" sub. f you've been banned discuss it here.

AU femste mansgement anc HR forced me out of the company after reperting narsssment CESIIT)
e

Guy gt abused o
when It done to 2.

Male strippers on Blen's Shaws : O

e anc everyone's ust [Suchirg a1 Rum, What s this Imaa, Camestc abuss i apoarently funy

ant ok this tac o pdi
nformation. Nt arly far Men, but for Wornen Bike.
e i e S ot information on

tying and Touehing them s okay when you are femaie, SRS

Called incel for advocating men's rohts I

Euen news aricles are worded in 3 way ta make men seem vislent and unable & be ctime. (IR}

ot sewual assault on
Thovchts G

1 s the nfon men <

am anci 1 was & e surprised when T sav ths, Esseciall on & page s big as Levrs

af caxtem ESRE

P —

s LCRIPTED 1o the Miltary for 20-30 Years and Femals

2 P s pide v s

Figure 4-3: Sideby-side showmg reddlts old interface (left) and new interface (rlght) for the same subredc
Ir/MensRights, April 9, 2021

The excel sheet used in this research contained data points for the individual posts that
were captures, at the time of their capture. These data points include: a unique post code; the
rank when captured; the date and time of capture; the Scibre tame of capture; the name of
the poster; the amount of time the post had been active on the subreddit; the percentage of
upvotes the post hdseceived; the number of comments; the post title; a direct link to the

thread; and sections for notes anaimthemes (figurd-3).

File ~ Home Insert Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View Help Nitro Pro 10 =] Conppnts
[ B B @
N _ BHinsent ~ -
Eé | lesri w11 AN ~ 2B wrap Text General - Eﬂ @ E/ ;;:;e ) = %? p @3\1 B Q
. |F - . . 5 . . «0 o | Conditional Formatas Cell - Sort& Find & | Analyze Share This Webex
& BIU~[H~|&-A B Merge & center $ 9% % RN fmaning Tavle~ Soiesv | BlFormat | €% Finerv Selectv | Data File v
Ciphoard 15 Font u Alignment [ Number [ Styles cels Fdting analysis | Sensitivity Webex ~
1153 - fe | =AVERAGE(I2:)131) v
A B c D E F G H J K L -
1 |Past Code Rank Date Time  Vote Total Posted by Time on Flair Upvote % Comment Total Title Notes
55 |MR-H-D54 4 30-Mar-20 23:55 94 u/Tommy 9 hours Feminism o7% 32 Norwegian investor wants to start a capital-fund They take the idea of the women-only fund and make it about how this is discrimination a

mast reactions are about how this is wrong i that the men would just move on with their
lives, but the women would likely blow up into a fight. There are a few different scenarios
presented for that
There is also a bunch of talk about how this is leftist garbage, and some discussion about |
56 |MR-H-055 5 30-Mar-20 23:59 639 u/frostymi 19 hours Discrimination 98% 81 From my brother's online psychology lecture toda they hate leftists.
Forbes article linked to through a twitter post by Lisa Britton.
The discussion is around the pay gap and its legitimacy, ves, but alsa about how women c&

57 MR-H-056 1 O1-Apr-20 20:49 2000 u/TheAndr 9 hours Activism/Support 96% 75 Lisa Britton nails the gender wage gap myth : Twit be both influenced by deep social structures, and have free will

This is clearly an april fools joke, but the guys in the sub really go on about it.

Discusses rape of a boy by a woman and him having to pay child support. Lots of nothing §

about this and about how it is bad, but one post u/duhhhh with some legal references and

precedents about this type of situation actually happening. - references to Hermesmann
58 MR-H-057 2 D1-Apr-20 20:51 2200 u/COsmick 16 hours General 8% 117 Boy raped at 14yo is forced to pay child support t Seyer come up frequently

Domestic violence meme that has the thread back and forth about it being a joke and not

50 a lynchpin for people going off about how terrible this is and how it is a real thing and b

people don't take it seriously. Also some interesting stuff in here where people track dowr
59 |MR-H-058 3 D1-Apr-20 20:53 947 ufrobinwri 16 hours Social Issues 97% 71 Domestic violence towards male is not a serious 1source of the actual image, because, why not?

Intactivism - COVID calling hospitals to see if they are violating the law by doing this electi
60 |MR-H-059 4 D1-Apr-20 21:08 127 u/DarthEg B hours  Intactivism o7% 41 Men's Rights Activists and Intactivists, we have wi procedure.

Although this starts being about the Spanish Women's march, it really turns into a lot of b
61 |MR-H-060 5 D1-Apr-20 21:11 2100 u/Admirab 1day  Feminism 96% 158 Feminist rally being a potential COVID-19 catalyst and forth about what the sub is for and about whether all feminism is bad or not.

Older incident with black girls accusing white man of assault on the bus. Interestingly, the
62 |MR-H-061 1 D4-Apr-20 10:5 1100 1/COsmici 6 hours False Accusation 97% 81 Three black girls attack 2 white man on the bus ar that it is older dossn't come up until way down in the comments, -

« R - Hot | Women PU![EM MR - Con | TRP - Hot | Sheet? | TRP - Con | numbers tracking ® . »

Ready g Display Settings B B M - 1 + 100%

Figure 4-2: Reddit data spreadsheet showing data points recorded for each post.
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The Send to OneNotmethod of capture, while simple, was not without challenges.
OneNote sometimes had difficulty working with very large image files and would display them
poorly rendered and difficult to read. The waitound for this issue was to view them in the
online \ersion of OneNote (rather than the desktop version) where they displayed clearly. The
online version of OneNote has slightly lower functionality for search than the desktop version,
but this was not a significant issue. Also, because the captures ars enageot PDF or
another format, links and other content is not clickable. The-aylnd for this issue was two
fold. For posts themselves, linked content that was part of the post was copied into the notes field
provided bySend to OneNote and appeatstee top of captures (figure4). In addition, if the
link was to outside content a sabte and capture were taken to keep a copy of that content as it
appeared on the day of viewing (figuk®). For inthread links or other active content, a
softwaretool (Kleptomanid covered in more detalil in the analysis section) was used to extract

text (if needed) to follow the link.

- - W -
Research Notebook » Mens Rights - Hat gL o, o+ H ? A '? v v ? v ! I | Byshapes [ Ink to Shape s | O © & | 2

‘MR-H-OGG - Amber Heard Faces Prison If Found Guilty Of Falsifying
Evidence Against Depp : MensRights

"https://www.cbr.com/amber-heard-johnny-depp-aguaman-prison-time-guilty
falsifying-evidence/amp/? twitter impression=true”

Clipped from:
https://www.reddit.com/r/MensRights/comments/fwxqvn/amber heard faces prison if
found guilty of/

O @ Mensrigns . o ~ il B OO s 2 Getcoins | PY =

25k Amber Heard Faces Prison If Found Guilty Of
¢ Falsifying Evidence Against Depp

| Faise Accusation

L] o v o

Figure 4-4: OneNote Capture of reddit thread showing copied postinklog information.
The final decision to use OneNaad the Send to OneNote browser-atdvas based in
the fact that it was the only program | cofiltd at the timelate 2019, early 2020) that could
provide the seamless and lossless representation of threads that | was €gkkmgpftware

that | tried at the time included:
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1 Stand alone browser adohs includingSnagitand Fireshot (early 202@vsion)i These
addons/extensions, although they could capture good screenshe8sar@ersized
images, they were unable to scroll axaghture the entirety of long threads, leaving
information missing.

o The version of Fireshot available in Augus6P1 does a much better job of
handling the capture of threadsd would be a useable alternative to Send to
OneNote in this version.

1 Evernoteand Evernote pro captures in Evernote oftemcludedconfused, oversized, and
out of place icons, and overlaidntent with usernames and other information. The PDFs
generated by the Evernote tool were not functional for data collection and analysis

1 NCapture for NViva Covered earlier in this section, NCapture produced unreadable
documents with a lot of white space and poor formatting.

TR REERER) .
Research Notebook » Mens Rights - Hot gL L = ! ! ! ! ! L v ? ! R Shapes (1) ink to Shape tmans [ O e

MR-H-066.1 - Amber Heard Faces Prison If Guilty of Faking Evidence
Against Depp

Clipped from: https://www.cbr.com/amber-heard-johnny-depp-aguaman-prison-time-
quilty-falsifying-evidence/amp/? _twitter impression=true

= CBR...

Amber Heard Faces Prison If Found Guilty Of Falsifying
Evidence Against Depp

BRIAN CRONIN MOVIES. MOVIE NEWS

The legal drama surrounding Aquaman star Amber Heard and her ex-husband,
Fantastic Beasts star Johnny Depp, has taken another turn following shocking
allegations against the actress, who has claimed that Depp had physically

abused her during their tumultuous 18-month-long marriage.

Figure 4-5: OneNote capture showing the linkedntentfrom research reddit thread MRH-066.
Data Analysis
The data analysis for this project turned to a promiscuity of me(Bmatbary & Boles, 2014;
Berbary & Johnson, 2012)r analysing the empirical materials. Elements of basic thematic
analysis were used to help inform a more thorough discourse analysis, and select elements from
Kozinetsd netnographic framework that provide

contextualiziig online research were used. The following section will describe the theoretical
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foundations and the practical implications of those analysis choices, as well as how analysis was

assisted with software and hardware tools.

Theory
Preliminary data analysisas grounded in basic thematic analysis as outlined by Mgr€atb)

and Braun and Clarkg006)as a way to identify, analyze, organize, describe, and report themes
foundin theempirical material§Nowell et al., 2017)While perceptually aligned as a method

with postpositivist qualitative researcithematic analysis is highly flexible, and can be

Amodi fied for the needs of many studies, prov
d a t(Gavke & Braun, 2014, p. 2Yhematic analysis is a broadly used analytic tool that allows

for the diversity of participant and data perspectives, has the potential to generate unanticipated
insights(King, 2004) and is foundational to much qualitative inquiry. Here, | employ thematic

analysis less through dogmatic and rigid adherence to stepped protocols or hierarchical coding
structuregClarke & Braun, 2014; Nowell et al., 201 But rather as an assistive tool to help in

other types of analytic practi€Ryan & Bernard, 2000; Terry et al., 2017)

| employ discourse analysis to help me frame my empirical materials. In particular, | use
what Dick(2004)calls critical discourse analysisia met hod t hatvideasasmi nes
| anguage to produce explanations of themsel ve
203). Language is essential to the ways that individuals formulate understandings, as well as
police and construct the social and personal residf life (Lather, 1996) The language, along
with the constructs it allows, areimparta . A The constructions indivi
only to 6make sensed, but also to reproduce o
i n soci e(Digk 2004, pl 284)Fgrd-@ucault, both knowledge and power are discursive,
in thatthey are created by the use of language, and that the control and influence created by the
use of language and social discourses areostructedFoucault, 1984)Inevitably, it is
through the discourses which influence our lives where social disciplinary power influences the
individual (Foucault, 1979) Di scour ses, and their influences
produce different versions o f(DickB084, p. 206jlhamt s as

we word our worlds (or sometimes how they are worded for us) méBenrsary, 2018; St.

"Evinced by (2@Wiesistencesthat treiatidamalysis can (and should) be regimented to make it
standardi zed, f#fri(gpor olus, ad9B)dEmweypibhoatihecttid adalysis as a translator
between the languages of qualitatared quantitative analysis.
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Pierre, 200Q)Fairclough(1993)theaised that individual identity, relationships, and ideological
systems are each constituted by discourse, and building on this work, as well as the work of
Mama(2002) Dick (2004)recommends that discourse is analysed in three ways: discursive
practice, social practice, and text.

When examining discursive practice, the context is important, as the context of the
discussion serves to inform how we interpret both the intentions and intended outcomes. When
exploring discursive practice through reddit, reading comments arith®#dngelationally to
the original post is essential to helping understand the structures of direction and ideological
wayfinding happening within communiti€Simon, 2013)Community discursive practices
direct conversation in certain ways, and followihg tonnections and disconnections of content
can help to understand overall community disco(iselroutsopoulos, 2008; Kanjere, 2019)

Analysis of social practice within discourse is about examining what constructs and hegemonies
might be at play, even as unintended or tacit undedsigs’ what is acceptable and

unacceptable in the group, and how do those social practices inform discursive practices

(Wodak, 2013How do t he pr e s-ongrta notnesd sabn dwiodtthaikne nt he d
deep social and cultural power and control structures, and what reciprocal influence might they
have on individuals and social life? For example, thefantinist foundations afeddit

communities in the manosphere configure a social practice of assumed wrongdoing on the part of
feminists or feminist allies, leading to pervasive d@mtninist discourse that comes tedin

almost all conversations whether feminism is directlylioagped or no{Ging, 2019a)The

analytic focus on the text idaut how it is constructeeriting style,elements of emphasis.g.,
ALLCAPS), attention to grammatical detaihe emotional valence the writer is trying to convey,

as well asvhat outcomes the text itsedftrying to achieve, andihetherit achieves that

perceived aim.

To compl ement thematic and discourse analy
(2015)netnography framework for analysis. Althdugind K o z i mowerallagproach to
online researchoo prescriptive, limiting, and problematic in his assumptions about the role of
the researcher in online spaces, severaldihisnt el | ect ual i mpl ement so (
useful for thinking about the analytic process. In partictie processes of imagining; re
memorying, and cultural decoding are useful in thinking through data an@ltksugh | will

discuss theselements in a kind of linear way, Kozinets is clear in his description that all seven
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implements he describes are interpenetrating, and therefore blend together and overlap in

important waysmaking them sometimes feel similar to eavether.

The firstof Ko z i n et s 0 isImagningwimeeerthie sesearcher uses the field notes,
me mo s , and their own thinking to |ink these e
consciousness associationo (p. 201). This pro
allows the researcher to ther think on and discuss with themselves issues of subjectivity and
reflexivity relative to the current project, as well as the data already taken in and subconsciously
analysed. Next is the processREMemorying where the researcher recalls what tbay from
the data and the interactions captured in the data (if the data contains interactions). This
remembering allows the researcher to contemplate which elements are most interesting and most
easily remembered as they work through the process, prgvitiight into how the data might
resonate with others and the research audience. This protikeshs type of memory work
normally used in Collective Memory Work, where the memories and associated personal and
social influences are not contingent beverbatimé accur acyé of what i s be
rather on the deeper influences of that feeling and action as it is being recalled (Johnson, Kivel,
& Cousineau, 2018).

The third significant part oCultabDecodirgt sé i n
Here Kozinets argues for the compilation of the diverse data gathered as part of the project, then
Atry[ing] to fito fibhadeir st esegbties \Yheh ieeanbsetoal ¢
classify[ t h e (pl a09.a1gr@, we are looking to place the data within the cultural codes
which make sense of, and apply meaning to, th
meaning we apply to any given thin@ car, a type of food, a relationship, even a countiga
the cul tur e i n (Rapailes2006Wpe5Bydoiag so, we layer,ch®a measure of
our own experience and analysis, the cultural milieu where we believe the data comes from, wit

our own understanding of that data object.

Practice
The practice of data analysw this research has twayers: a longerm, ethnographically

focusedobservatiorlayer that includes the thoughts, notasd ideas from the lorigrm
observations thdtconductedf /r/MensRightsand/r/TheRedPill(this layerwas inprocess

before, during, and after tlother layer) anda focusedeview ofthe post data collected during
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the April-July 2020 data collection periofinalysis ofdata notes andbservations made over
the observation periogtas ongoing, creatingeflective notes and potential connections as |
engaged with my listening observations of these subseddie notes, andnalysismetanotes
were integrated intaand served as the iratitemplate forthe larger data notebook that was

createdduring thereview of the collected posts.

Categorizing posts versus comments

The threaded nature of reddit posts and comments gives some important
analytic nuance to working with these empiricatenials. Because comment
subthreads can be long and have many levels of child comments, they
sometimes move into different thematic territory than the original post. For
example, posts about domestic violence against men quite frequently gen
discus®ns about feminism and aff@minism, so while posts were categorizc
easily, threads sometimes required several distinct categorizations as sub
threads touched on different thematic areas.

Directed and focusedath analysis sessions began in Septemiti2®d20 and continued
through the beginning of 202This timeline corresponds with tiheturn to work froma parental
leave so while some analysis and consideration of post themes was underway during the data
collectionperiod(April-July) based on positkes, links, andexts threads were not reviewed

detail until the analysis period beginning in September

As posts were collectdaly capturing the first five posts that appeared in the curated feed
of each subreddit sortedbye d di t 6 s d& hda dn tf ri d vaeerclsroaatdgiallyf i | t er
over the collection period, my review and analysis of thread content followeshthes pattern. |
began with the number one post collected ffodMensRightshotoposts, then moved
systematically throughll the/r/MensRightshotdposts before moving dio /r/MensRights
¢ontroversid followed by/r/TheRedPillb hot 6 and @ the saidashiond chgse a |l 6
this approach (revi ewi n,doredmplepéftramodingpoost s i n /
0 c ont r obecauses! bedidved Yhat reviewing the material that reddit depopedar
independently of what it deemed controversial would give a good understanding of the larger
themes thathe communities supported vessime content where they disagreglso, given the
time lapse between the data collection and deep analysis, reviewing ¢omtairigle subreddit,

sorted in a certain way, chronologically, gives an experiencéstpatentially mordike the
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experiene of users of the subreddit (sorting by hot or controversial regutadg)consistently
switching back and fortiMy decisionto do the analysis of both sets from /r/MensRights before
moving on to /r/'TheRedPiwas made for a few reasons. The first isomn interest in the

positionality of /r/MensRights relative feminist views of oppression and social order. Their
antithetical viewof oppression and gender power was (and is) interesting to me and drove me to
take on this analysis first. Alsby the time of my thorough analysis phase, | hadibeg see

more academic literature about The Red Pill appear in journal articles and book ¢laaptss

while | remained interested in the group, more of their significant discourses were beginning to
appear and be interrogated in the literatdriee effect of this approach is that /r/MensRights

perhaps gets slightly more attention in my analysis as the fatigue of reviewing 23,000+ posts and

comments had really set in by the time | got to /r/TheRedPIill.

Each post was reviewed, reading the text provided by the poster, following any major
link provided, and/or watching any media that was included as part of the post (this included
YouTube videos, news articles, blog posts, and links to other websites)thdtdrread the top
three parent comments and using the information from the post and those coimuotsda
basic thematic structure to the arguments being made in the post. | then read through all the
threadcomments sequentially, as they were presgitt the thread. This means that the-sub
threads formed under each parent comment in the post were read in their entirety before moving
onto the next parent comment and its-Huleads. After the first 25 posts were reviewahted
significant themes #t emerged from the posts and threads. For example, this early list for
/r/MensRights included: anfeminism; base arguments for the community; solidarity; domestic
violence; relationships; body issues; masculinity; and cultural bias. Posts were threargiyer
more, of these designations as | worked my way through the posts and comments. As | began
categorizing posts, | created a column in the edatworkbook to track if threads had anti
feminist themes, but the presence of these themes was sdhelraing that | abandoned that

tracking effort after about 50 posts (48 of them had direct and identifiableeamitiist content).

As analysis progressed, these initial themes were expanded, contracted, separated, and
augmented with comments and thematatent from comments throughout the set of empirical
materials. Broader discourses began to emerge, including broad adherence to the politics of the
right, mal e superiority, guestioning of women

intelligence, ad meritocratic neoliberal understandings of work and personal value (seedfigure
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6 for one example).When specific themes or connections were identified in the comments or
posts, that content was either recorded in the research notes, or copied anaspastatplars

using the Kleptomania togligure 4-7), creating an ongoing library of content. The result is a
searchable database of content that reflects the significant themes and discourses that emerged

from the data, ready to be-irescribed under the deeper categories of discourse.
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Users to Watch misgender, well misgander is defined differently depending on your politics. If you are & leftwinger it means not to call someone who says they are the

opposite sex the wrong thing; & if you are sane it means don't call boys girls and vice versa. But they have defined it in a biased way."
055 - discussion post about leftist being incangruent, especially around stereotyping (i.. using it when it suits them only). MR-H-055 discussion about
why we hate leftists

Reddit naw requires yo. .

Feminism and the supp. . -098 - whole thread about Biden accusations.
The meritocracy
Women's supporting t.. + MR-H-054 - This post is about a women-only investment fund that a guy wants to start in Norway. The most ingleresting part of this is the push back on the
assertion that board mandates that have women as mandatory board members, and the idea that having women CEOs might bring better financial
Feminism used to be o... outcomes. They are all up in arms about that. They reference a couple of papers on this, but the main argument is that “sure, women can be in these
positions, but if they are it will be because they got there solely on their merits, just like the men. To put them in those places via any other system is bad for
Why we hate Leftists the companies and for society.
+ MR-H-060 - Post about three black girls falsely accusing a white man of assault - u/lchutzain 6 points - 2 hours ago: 3rd Degree Assault and Falsely Reporting
The back and forth a Crime. That's it? That's bullshit! Video proof obviously shows lst Degree Assault and Battery. It doesn't matter what skin color you are, if you break the law,
the law should be held accordingly. If these were 3 white guys doing this shit, they wouldn’t even be out gfjail yet more or less walking around for
What we should be ab. intewiews. Smh!

1alsa love that line, "if there's anather attack will the people believe us?" Well if there's  crime, it should be investigated and truth will out. When did we go
Toxic Masculinity from Innacent till proven guilty, to guilty to proven innacent?
f3Ic0 4 points - 2 hours ago: Sometime in the past decade or so.
Wage gap - MR-H-088 - The most interesting argument here is a capitalist one, where they are convinced that if this is widely trure, that companies would
only hire women because they are cheaper.

Rights and Responsibili...

Tha Rinafinn tn Bad 0l

4 Add section + add page Mals Supariority o ‘
+_There is  running theme in threads about women and merit-based items (e.g. MR-H-023 - Vancouver Orchestra) that men are just inherently superior to

Figure 4-6: Screen capture of OneNote data notes reflecting politics of the Right in /r/MersRight

Technology

The practice of data analysis required a variety of technological tools that | will describe here.
These included hardware and software tools independent adepeadent on those used in the
process of capturing described earlier in this chapter. | wiltliscuss my internet access

(beyond use of cloud storage) or the variety of hardware and software implicated in the
functioning of the internet. Nor will | discuss my physical desk or workspace, or the variety of
software products that allow my reseasdftware to function, beyond copy and paste features
integrated into Windows. These are all important and essential to the research outcomes | discuss

in this dissertation, but they are not the focus of my inquiry here.
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Figure 4-7: Using Kleptomania OCR software to capture text from a research image and convert it to plain-
inclusion in research data notes or writing.
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Hardware
The hardware for analysis included two different laptop compiiters)y e xt er n al 220 mi

wireless keyboard and mouse, and occasionally noise cancelling wireless headphone and desktop
speakers when needed (fig4r8). While the inclusion of a second monitor, as well as wireless
keyboard and mouse are pragmatic (amggeomic) and make the tasks of analysis and data

ordering easier, they became essential to the workflow and ease of moving through and making
notations about the large volume of data for the project. For example, given the length and
complexity of some tlgads, having the ability to examine a thread on one screen while taking

notes on the other, allowed me to get lost in threads less often, and backtrack through the data set
to reestablish my connection less frequently. In retrospect, a third monitor amayiricreased

efficiency further by allowing threads, notes, and the excel workbook to be open and accessible

simultaneously.

Figure 4-8: Dissertation workspace

Software
My analysis used Microsoft Excel and OneNote as the two primary software tools. Excel was

used to maintain the researchaking workbook (see example above in figd®), including

some individual thread notes, as well as title and basic content information. Maintaining several

"8 Near the end of this dissertation writing my laptop required replacement. Another reason to backup work to the
cloud.
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worksheets allowed for data from individual collections to remain separate arorgaiized

but maintained the empirical material data points in one repository. Two instances of OneNote
were used simultaneously, one to review captured posts, and one to take notes and/or copy
guotes from posts when needed.

To access textual data from captured postges in OneNote, a thhgharty software
called Kleptomania was used. Kleptomania uses Optical Character Recognition (OCR) to extract
text from images and allowed me to copy text from the image files in OneNote and add that text
to notes and thematic cemt in OneNote. Kleptomania relies on the Windows operating system
(OS) copy and paste function, and so my system OS was directly implicated in my analysis
experience. Kleptomania converts the image text into plain text, then transfers that text to the OS
clipboard that, in turn, allows me to copy that text data into another program. Without this tool, |
would not have been able to copy imaget, and this would have limited my ability to process

and collate data through thematic and discursive analysis.

Trustworthiness

In their article about rigor and trustworthy qualitative research, Rose and J§a026h

describe trustworthiness as fAthe systematic r
researcher, the believability of the findings,and pl i cabi |l ity of the resea
It is, in other words, what we put in place to ensure that qualitative research is any good. Rose

and Johnson, leveraging the work of many others, lay out these four areas to help guide other
researchers,dih established and early career, in designing and evaluating the qualitative

research they engage in and see from others. Using their guideposts of research design,

credibility of the researcher, believability, and applicability of methods, | implemeatestal

techniques to ensure the trustworthiness of my research during this project.

Reflexivity and Subjectivity
Rose and Johns@A020)describe subjectivity and reflexivity as related concepts where

subjectivity is At heonywedrmgwith i eurreseanches, and
endeavorso (p. 439), and reflexivity is Athe
concerning our subjectivities within the context of theoretical and paradigmatic considerations

across theresearchoppf ect, from design to disseminationo
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during the introductory chapter of thdgssertationboth subjectivity and reflexivity are essential

to my undertaking of the reseanaportedhere.

My own subjectivity helps to werstanding why | would engage with this type of
researct{Berger, 2015)since as &Vhite man in his thirties engagedth the rapidly changing
social structures of Western society, | am the target demographic of much of the rhetoric and
discussion which occurs in the research area. Although | have not been through the family court
system, nor have | encountered sitoasi where | might be able to contextualize my lack of
success as inappropriate privileging of others over me, | remain both a target for recruitment by
mends r i ¢gloups, and potentially sigceptible to the rhetBrdy education and
valuing ofcritical and feminist theory equip me to take in, evaluate, consider, and discuss the

materials and discussions presented by the individuals and groups from the study group.

Where my subjectivity allows me some access and discussion space that may not be
available to others, it also positions me in ways that were essential during this ré3glangh
2003. Beyond the specific and important role that critical reflexivity has in the theoretical and
practical development of the research and analysis, in this case the work of critical reflexivity,
along with peer debriefing, played important roles in keepiaggrounded outside of the
worldview and filter bubble created by this resed#rger, 2015; H. Elliott et al., 2012; Pillow,
2003) Having experienced one instance of getting lost in rhetoric prior to my dissertation
research while engaged with preliminary work in this area, the process of personabreflecti
allowed me to better contextualize the information tiveastaking in through the threads, as
well as the thoughts and feelings this information geades | dd so. For example, repetitious
reading about the value of male dominance in romantigparsbnal relationships with women
in /r/ TheRedPill has the potential to push me
way & Through months of engagement with the community and deep reading of hundreds of
posts, there were times that | worettthe same thing. Each timeondered if these strategies
might be useful to md would reflect onwo ideas: (1) | find the kind of interpersonal control

and male supremacism inherent in these ideas abhorrent at the basntk{2Jimplementing

7 See the description about why in chapter one.
80n fact, some men have kept meticulous track of theareffiin this area, like the My Marriage Vs. The Red Pill
blog by an anonymous authonttps://mymarriagevsredpill.weebly.com/
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this kind of clandestine attempt at controlling my partmeuld betraya commitment of trust

and partnership. Thinking about it also just fekty.

Along with keeping me grounded in my persoreallity andhelping to apply preliminary
theoretical considation to my empirical materials, personal reflection helped keep me sane.
Through hundreds of thousands of words, many of which were openly hostile, supremacist, or
derogatory, the reflexive process helped me keep in mind that there are reasons thHaheaeh o
people have joined these groups, and reasons that they post, participate, and perpetuate what the
groups discus@Berger, 2015)Whether we agree theoretically, contextually, or literally with
their ideas and concepts, the notion that each of these people has, what is for them, a good reason
to spend their time and energy in these spaces is significant, and ctkespod reflexive thought

and discussion hefglkeep that as an important consideration without losing myself.

Working Toward Catalytic Validity
Deep and full descripti@are essential to the type of qualitative research that can provide both

substantive information, and serve as a foundation for social developnveat Rose and
Johnsor(2020)call catalytic validity. Working in concert with, but not exclusively tiedlong

term exposure and research embeddedness, rich descriptions demonstrate thorough data

coll ection and analysis, and allow the resear
contextual realities of people whose life experiences are ofterdvery f er ent from t he
(Furman et al., 2006, p. 24)hese rich descriptions can take many forms, from thoroughly
constructed and designed composite narra{Besbary, 2011, 2015jo the research poems

described by Furman, Lietz, and Langer (2006), or visual representations like th€Berbary

& Guzman, 2018and graphic novelES. Jones & Woglom, 201 presented by some

researchergn thisdissertation, rich description includes the contextualization of included quotes

in thar thread, andthorough exploration of the research context beyond the two study
subredditsUsing researcher experience narratives, explorations of ideological positioning

through community discourses, and demonstrating gendered configurations of pthaciicgs

multiple, aligned voices, the work of this dissertation positions /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill

as spaces where misogyny is developed and cultivated. Doing so places them in explicit

opposition to progressive and equitable social developmehpranides researetiriven

opportunities to understand and work to limit their influence and spread.
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Peer Debriefing and Discussion
As both a means of support while | engagéth this research, and as a way to discuss and work

through research findings @ndeas as the research progrdgstenry, 2015) 1 engaged in peer
debriefing and discussion with several individuals. The first of these is my supervisor, who has
played a significant role in l@ng me ensure that the thoughts, theories, and arguments | engage
with during the research remaihsensible, reasonable, and grounded. We met frequently, but
without a regular schedule, and the ongoing research was part of larger agendas. Along with
helping me interrogate my own reflexivity and researcher positioning, these meetings helped to
determine appropriate research outputs, and to develop coherent arguments as analysis and

experience came together.

In addition to meetings withy supervisor, | elisted some of my peers for debriefing
and discussion of my research. | attempted to form a small community for this purpose, with the
reciprocity of reviewi ngtura While tdis appmoach began@qm ot her
earnest, the demands ofngi@mic living, and other demands meant that the group did not last.
However, one member of that group and | agrad in regular contact to discuss our ongoing
research journeys. These saerular meetings allowed me to talk through the developments of
theresearch and the thematic content | was exposing through my readings, experience, and
analysis. In addition, | have engaged with other graduate students from two outside research
communities during my dissertation research, the Association of Interresirlesrs (AoIR),
and the Institute for Research on Male Supremacism (IRMS). Both groups have active graduate
student groups, and | engaged with other graduate students about methodological considerations
related tareddit and online communities (AoIR), atite sometimedl i st ur bi ng content
rights and male supremacist spaces (IRMS). These researcher communities have proven
invaluable in helping to see my empirical materials in context, and be reminded that the
ideologies and rhetorics of these spaaresnot mainstream, and need to be illuminated,

interrogated, and combatted.

Summary
The preceding chapter has explored the methodological considerations that inform the study
design and the researcher perspegtiosv and when the research was condueted the

process of data analysis
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| began with a methodological scaffolding thelbng with providing an understanding of
the theoretical underpinnings of the research process, also explored the challenges and
contestations to the way that | approactiesl researchBeginning with ethnography and its
migration into the digital realrhexplored the early digital community work of writers like
Rheingold(1993)and the even more important work of interrogating gender, technologies,
community, and representation online through ethaqaigic study and immersion diverse
online communitiege.g., Kendall, 1998, 2002; A. R. Stone, 1995; Zdenek, 1Z9§jtal
ethnographyvas explored, both to demonstrate the important grounding that the practice of
digital ethnography has in the literature and in practice, but also as a leNssuss the notion

of observation through listening online as a legitimate way to conduct ethnographic research.

Listening, in this case the act of engaging with an online community without producing
contenton the research site in question, has beemgested issum digital ethnography and
other digital qualitative research, as it adheres to the idea that participation is inherently
productive in a limiting andnidimensional understanding of producing texts. Couched in an
understanding of participato n  a s a c t i,8indghe gasedponlioedcamumunitigs it
ignores the large numbers of participants who consume content without commenting, and
provide the consumptive engine that keeps websites andregtgsovide free services (like
reddit) ruming. | argue that continuing to use lurking as a way of describing this type of
participation perpetuates a pejorative understanding of these users-asmoibutors, and
merelyn acti ng as an acti ve (Gravdordn200®,mp.5p7dlkemmuni t vy ]
Agl orification of speecho that comes along wi
those who are listening, and without them, gbeech disappears into the ether; a tree falling
soundlesly in the forestBut the logical understanding that without the listener the speaker
makes no sound seems to have been largely lost on the research community relative to online
groups My argument in this chapter, and for the way that | conducted my research in this
dissertation, is that listening as a methodological deceaarbuild powerful reflections of what

is happening in the communities we study for those who choose not to ptexiisce

An extension of the decision to listen as research paagighe ethical considerations that
come withtaking in, working with, and presenting research on problematic communities.
Building from thesectionon feminist ethic®f care the discussiom this chapter is

pragmatically oriented to redditds | ocation a
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thereof) of users posting on reddit, and a return to the politics of writing and working with
verbatim quotes anactualusernamesrhis section should help inform the thinking of others

considering these complex issues in their own research.

The practical (meaning rooted in the actinthgs | did rather than the theoretical
underpinnings of thenportionof the chapter discusses how, whand why data arecollected
for this research. It discusses the ldagn involvement with /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill
as well as the systematic capture¢hobads, and the interplay of the two kinds of data generation
and analysisThis section ppvides additional context to inform the methodological sections that
are presented in the manuscript chapters (chaptérand?), and explores the decision making
processes that were involved in the collection and analysis strategies used. It also explores
successful and unsuccessful technologies used to help collect, analyse, and writkatg the
from this researcha set of processes that includadures, restarts, and disappointments.

Last, the chapter discusses why this research is trustworthy, and along with exploring the
concept of trustworthiness in qualitative researchvaritihg, it demonstrates how | measure my
own research relative to these concepts. Important in this discussion is whetverk is
theoretically grounded, and uses that foundation to make claims that hold up to scrutiny and

critical examinationl believe that it does.

The chapters that follow present the empiritiaoretical (supported by the empirical
data), and mettheoretical outcomes of this research project. These three chapters are not the
only outcomes of this research, and represent osiyadl portion of the data and theorisation
that has been generatedray work (see Cousineau, 2021c, for one example of work informed
by this research but not included @eHowever, what follows is one manifestation of this work
and containgjuestions about masculinity,e ddi t 6 s af fordances i n prom
the political right and questions about doing digitally mediated research that should inform and

chdlenge you.
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5:"Entitled to everything responsible
Antifeminism, Biological Determinism, and Violence in Two Communities of
Reddi téds Manosphere

Introduction 8!
| know plenty of feminists that say they care and that trdycrazy feminists act this
way but then they turn around and if a man inconveniences them it's suddenly an act of
oppression and its back to not giving a shit about men. Mens rights is seen by many as
a hate group when all men want is equality but d@®sd we ask for that we are hated
on and shunned while being told that we need to check our privilege. Yes our privilege
of higher suicide rates, our privilege of going off and dying for the country, our
privilege of waiting on the sinking ship as the wemare pulled to safety, our
privilege of watching our children being given to the mother if there is a divorce. Yes
we should check those privileges and be thankful for what as soon as feminists start

caring in the high ups we arent going to progresd.afa/DuPhuc, 2020)

These words by /u/DuPhffca user in thevww.reddit.com/r/MensRightsommunity, are buried

several layers deep in the comments on a tAfeddut circumcision. Circumcision, and in
particular the circumcision of infant boys,
community; they see it as a violation of rights and bodily autonomy. The passion on display in
the multilayeredd cussi on in this thread is telling
over 600 individual comments and is, like the post above, a microcosm of the broader discussion
in this community. While the parent post for this thread is about the circumoiiofant boys

81 N.B. Usernames, as well as spelling and grammar in direct quotateetsthroughout the manuscript are

verbatim fromreddit. Misspellings, word confusion, grammatical errors, etc., are not markedsigitag there are

too many . will also acknowledge the tensions inherent in using verbatim quotes and usernames frata imy d

this manuscript. While there are arguments for the obfuscation or humanization of the individuals behind the data in
qualitative work(Denzin & Giardina, 2019)in this case the inclusion of this information-{gsis important as it
situates the data and the users in the hybridised space of digitahqoagmity(Van der Nage& Frith, 2015)

where they are generated.

82 The websiteeddit.com uses the designations /u/ and /r/ to differentiate between individual user pages (for
examplewvww.reddit.com/u/Here_Comes_The_Kiiggthe page for rapper Snoop Dogg) and communities
(www.reddit.com/r/MensRighs s t he Menés Rights community page).

83 Throughout this article | will use the following terminology: Piostn original text, link, image, or video posting

that is open to comment€omment text and link content by users on specific posts; Parent & Clpltent

comments are tefevel and comment directly on the original post, child comments are replies to parent comments
or replies to other child comments; Thréatthe entiretyof a single post and comments.
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without consent, it takes only two comments for the discussion to turn to a critique of feminism.

Al thought it was her body her choice, shoul d
that, because that's something thepatdahy does! 6 (/ u/ l havenopurpos:
/u/HungryHornyHigh). Antifeminism is the root and lifeblood of /r/MensRights and the

ma n o s p h eevatving cdllecion &éf blogssic] discussing topics of masculine interests and
mends oi saléed tisalooseaassortnenhodideelogically connected groups
dedicated to Aunderstanding what i1t means to
face of a culture irr @oneod20L3yp. §'Whilethee d by f e mi
manosphere ignderstood as existing mostly online, the various constituents of this loose

grouping of independent communities are active both online and offline, have local and global
concerns for the status of men and Ihaands righ

bet ween meniespacalywanerher s 6

This research focuses on two communities from the wetesithtcom, /r/MensRights
and /r/TheRedPill, their discourses of masculinity, and how they situate themselves as
ideological communities. These comanities make up small parts of the larger manosphere, but
were chosen because they are important models for the intersections of sex/gender systems,
masculinities, and ideological variants of male supremacy that take place under the manosphere
umbrella. hcorporating data from a digital ethnographic project this manuscript explores three
gendered discursive practices employed by both /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill. Examining
user posts and community content ,bism, situate t
fundamental differences between men and women, and the leveraging of violence (broadly
understood), as ways of claiming particular masculinities unified within the manosphere but
divergent between groups. The differences between community discolunsascalinity, as
well as the ways they sanction men and critique feminism differently are significant in helping to
understand the diverse appeal of the expanding manosphere. The following section briefly
describes the manosphereddit, and their inteannectedness, followed by how masculinity is
manifest within these spaces. After that, a description of the methodological approach to the

ethnographic project frames the research findings/discussion section. This work illustrates how

84]an Ironwood is the pen name of the anonymous auththefManosphere: A New Hopa Masculinity, a pro
manosphere and Red Pill book intended to provide support and credible content on the history, development, and
ideology of the manosphere. The publisher is listed as Red Pill Press, but this book does not appear on their website.
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the (re)productionomas cul i nity, constructed relative to
through the three areas listed above, and via the sanctioning-obnfarming men, helps

maintain fuzzy boundaries of doing male supremacy online.

The Manosphere

The manospherehaise en descri bed in a var i(213yidafr tways,
snowball , 0 Go@®H®é)dc yamar IDditdfonmends rights, o \A:
(2021)il oosely connédcetmadhigsrtoumtoefr naenf2016byichnowmsiet i e s
confederacy of i ngReo)feditgigr@lupmanmi Westgat i den of
Mo v e me n Cqusinead 2021a)hub and spike visual metaphor (think COVID

coronavirus). No matter how you choose to conceptualize the manosphere, each constituent

group shares the core belief that feminism has changed law, society, and personal relations to the
detiment of men and mendés interests/rights. Bey
different directions of focus, attention, and levels of militancy/potential viol@hire), 2019b;

Marwick & Caplan, 2018)

Underganding the genealogy of the manosphere as it relates to feminism, particularly
through the fisecond wave, 0 is iIimportant to he
Covered in detail elsewhe(€ing, 2019b; Gotell & Dutton, 2016; Marwick & Caplan, 20,14)
of the subcommunities that make up the manosphere have roots in caliggmen engaging
with the Womenos (I Fax,004; Kipnes,mo9s dlessnerel@dByme of
these young men were disillusioned by what they saw as a lack of recognition and agitation on
behalf of the ways that men were also negatively afteby the social structures critiqued by the
feminism of the time. This disillusionment caused them to split from othdeprmist male
allies of the womendés move menMessnes, 80d6)These m t h e
young menthinkers and writers actualized the concepts and theoretical positions of the feminist
movement to think about t he edwhdtthaygawad menods
significant blnd spots in feminisn{Farrell, 1975, 1996; Fasteau, 1974; Goldberg, 191&gse

critiques, evolved and bastardisediovet i me, form t he core of menoés
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Reddit

Redditisasocialmediazs i t € t hat f@Abridges communities and
di gital trends, and br e a KRedddg.com, 0t6)Redditservesk ay , a
primarily as a content aggregator, and the brosstidit community is divided into over 2

million unique topieoriented sukcommunities, called subreddfsReddit has fre key elements

that contribute to its ongoing success as a platform, including: (1) Users produce all content

(beyond ads and announcements); (2) Users curate what content they view through cemmunity
based subscriptions; (3) Users can vote (positivetyegatively) on site contefit and these

votes determine post visibilityamd ddi t user points, called AKarnm
supports asynchronous Bulletin Board System (B&§E comment threads; and (5) Users can

use the site quasinonymously, only revealing information they choose through posts and
commentgCousineau, 2021a)

Each subcommunity is moderated by volunteer members selected from willing
participants of that same community. Although these individuals are charged with upholding
redditwide content and antiarassment policies, moderators are (mostly) free to enforce those
rules as they choose within their own communifMarwick, 2017; Massanari, 2015)sers
populate their feeds with subreddits of their choosing, and can create collections of content that

are personalized to their interests and/or ideological persu@soiser, 2011)

Reddit was designed as a discursive sp@tenian, 2016)as the combination of
posting, voting, and commenting encourages both positive and negative comr{eéotddyy,
2003; Massanari, 2015) he blend of socialization, discussion, personal expression, and like
minded community members creates communities of discourse, or what Papa(2Gitssi
describes as affective publics. Gifgp19a)e x p| ai ns t hat affective publ
which are discursively linked through storytelling, in the sense thantteenbers become
affectively attuned to and invested in political issues through processes of personal and

emotional invol vement and empathyo (p. 49). S

85 Social media as it is used in this paper is based on definitions synthesized by Kietzmann, Hermkens, McCarthy,

and Silvestr2011) but this definition is contested, as is redd
social media can be troublesome, Ipoposefully to better situate the website for the reader.

86 Subreddits host content of all kinds, from the very broad and diverse (reddit.com/iiffalmgst anything

Afunnyod) to the v eBeansipngicabdutbeans(intlends).i t . com/ r /

8 There are some exceptions to this rule, as users can be banned from posting or voting on content from a given
subreddit if they are found to be in violation of the community rules of thatsoimunity.
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communities are likely to internalize underlying group fcdiand express a deep emotional

connection to subreddit content, ideology, and personal iderftiagsie, 2019) While this can

be positive and ge n@0lYexplovawon of s/gagnters,a alsopemmitd aj oi e
the formation of communities of discourse for-faght, counterfactual, and (sometimes) hateful

groups(Cousineau, 2021a; Salazar, 20Q18)

The Manosphere on Reddit
The manosphere, as it is manifestreddit, is a collection of subreddits, sharing some

ideological standpoints and diversifying on otHf&Beyond an antifeminist core, these
communities et as distinct entities with distinct foci, and ways of actualizing their ideologies.
This paper highlights how two of these communities, /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill, engage
similarly and differently with antfeminism, gendered difference, and violeras intra/inter

gender processes, constructions of masculinity, and discursive practices.

/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPaill
/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill were chosen as study sites because they provide
different, but sometimes linked, community examptesifwithin the manosphere. Both are
focused on masculinity and male power, and both are particularly concerned with the role that
feminism has played (and continues to play) in (re)defining social Ditolgrthey approach
these issues in very different yggDeCook, 2019)These communities are not the most
extreme, militant, or violent of the manosphere communitiegddit (see Kini, 2017; Scaptura
& Boyle, 2020, for discussion on violent incels, for exampbe} they do occupy twdifferent
ideol ogi cal positions around men and mascul in
should be.

/r/MensRights - www.reddit.com/r/MensRights. /r/MensRights positions itself as a
plae f or discussion about fAany 1issue that pertae
Amendbs rights are infl uence §MéngRights2019-Alront ar e p
Community) Created in March 2008, there aneer 304,000 members as dfine 8, 2021This

community is a complex interplay of voices and goals that generates divarea®pand

88 These subreddits include those that are ideoltigiabgned (like, for exampley/TheRedPill (quarantined),
[r/asktrp, /r/marriedredpill, /r/TRP (private), /r/redpillbooks, /r/RedPillWives, /r/RedPillWomen, and
/r/RedPillWorkplace), and those that stand alone (like /fMGTOW (quarantined), /r/incete¢aor /r/braincels
(banned)), as well as a huge number of others, including but not limitetséaluction, /r/pickup, /r/pickupartists,
/r/maledatingstrategy, , /r/MensRights, /r/MensRightsMeta.

138


htpp://www.reddit.com/r/mensrights

approaches to a variety of issues that affect men. These include but are not limited to: domestic
violence perpetrated against men; social perils that disproportionately affect men (including
homelessness, suicide, violence, and early deatkkagdnal and employment prejudice); and

the negative soci al i nfl uence of feminism. Wi
part of the manosphere manifest in /r/MensRights sees the world as fesontistled social

and legal systems thate stacked against men and their general wellbeing; womentare

subordinated class. Posts and threads are mostly commentaries and discussions on media content
linked from outside ofeddit (for example: online news articles, screen captures from social

media, or YouTube content), and based primarily in western democracies (especially Australia,
North America, and the UK), but there are also users from other regions, including a regular
presence from the Indian sabntinent. Interactions between users are mostly civil, if not

outright positive and supportive, and when users do disagree, exchanges can be long and
explanatory, rather than short and aggressive. Rarely do disagreementrakegeto intra

group fighting, and when this happens it is often policed from within. Threads generally redirect
discussion at some point to cultural misandry or generafeminism, as evidenced by the

sample post from the introduction.

Ir/TheRedPill - www.reddit.com/r/TheRedPilWi t h t he tag | ine ADiI s
strategy in a culture increa(@/TheRedPil20099c ki ng a
/' r/ TheRedPill HApackages itself as a group tha

romantic relationships with t he(DeCdo#t,2@9, benef it
para. 5) However, the group, the sexual strategies they profess, and theicstral
perspectives on women and womends roles are d
traditionalism about sex and gender, and borderline Vghjpeemacis(Cousineau, 2021c;

Dignam & Rohlinger, 2019; Mountford, 2018)his subreddit was created@ttober 2012 and

was aquarantined byeddit in 2018 for violations to the newddit code of condué At the time

of quarantine, the community had over 292,000 subscribers, and in June 2019 that number had

climbed to just over 400,008. Content in this community is dominat®y personal stories,

89 For discussions on the implicationsrefidit quarantines of sutbmmunities please refer (Garlson &

Cousineau, 2020; Chandrasekharan et al., 2020; Myers West, 2018; Ulimann & Tomalin, 2020)

% Acurate numbers are not available after Oatdh#18 asreddit blocks users from seeing member numbers of
guarantined subreddits. Viewing the community in an outdated version i&dtii platform (old.reddit.com) shows
over 1.7 million members, but this number is unreliable.
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links to blog posts, and links to other Red Pill content (YouTube videos, etc.), focused on the
development of successful (Alpha) masculinity. Other forms of masculinity and ways of being

are denigrated as suptimal, and the rhetmr around the development of alpha characteristics is
deeply individualistic and meritocratic. Significant factors in the development of alpha
characteristics are money and physical stature, and although the community has a space for those
willingohnot fiewms &l veso, there is a clearn ideal
even when that is physically or sodialturally impossibl€! While conversation and content is
generally supportive of those looking to learn or develop Red Pill standpoints, this support is

often couched in a kind of denigrating encouragement that is meant to push the user in a certain
direction by highlighting no-alpha behavior a kind of intramale neggingf (Green et al.,

2017)( f or example: Aif you are a beta, you wil!/
y o W/ @Project_Zero_Betas, 202@ominance over women is a significant pillar of Red Pill
ideol ogy, and it h efenale relabdshipssstinemcated nith ideofogiemafl e
mal e s u p (Cousiaeau, 20214, p..7)

Masculinity

Concepts of masculinity, or rather the (re)presenaif masculinityarean important point of

both unification and divergence within the manosphere. While algsolgps within the loose

coll ective are rooted in being fAimend (with th
are dedicated to @men supporters of manosphere ideologies and manospheiefonen

example: [/ r/redpillwives), what it means to 0
that embodiment vary considerably. The masculinity of misogynist incels (shorvéduntary

celibates) has been discussed at length in popular and academic (@éswy 2020; Ging,

2019b; Reeve, 2018; Scaptura & Boyle, 2020; Spampinato, 2018; Stokes,&0ibg)to the

fact that seldeclared incels have been the perpetrators in high profile mass kiliQgada

and the USABBC News, 2018; i et al., 2018)Misogynist incel masculinity is complex. It

leverages the power of men and masculinity in a patriarchal society, but men who identify as
incels occupy a subordinated class where thei
They are the privileged and the oppressed simultane@@sig, 2019b) The masculinity of

91 For example, the alphiatall, rich, powerful, and charismatic. If you are short, you cannot make yourself grow, and
no amount of work, education, or sskicrifice will guarantee monetary successénliberalcapitalist society.

92 Negging is the purposeful lowering ofawamé s ( o r -amtaemdosincreasesperéeived attractiveness of

the assailant in order to achieve sexual conquest or make some oth@&rgeimet al., 2017)
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misogynist incels offers a good frame of reference to nstaled some of the differences in how
masculinity is manifest between /r/TheRedPill and /r/MensRights, as the former follows a more

hierarchical understanding of masculinity and men than the latter.

In /r/TheRedPill, the organization of masculinity iste¢ same time straightforward and
complex, insofar as there is an ideal masculinity that men should work to embody (Alpha), and
there is a collect-Avehaf dadbtée@aersi mephy (t hbempadn:
although other categories exjdtut the dividing lines can be fuzzy. The algieda dichotomy
has roots in the Red Pill adherence to a discourse of applied evolutionary psychology, where
women are genetically and evolutionarily predisposed to be attracted to one kind of man to
supmployodi geneso for offspring, but another kin
offspringovertimét he AAl pha Fucks/ Beta Buckso principl
materials(Van Valkenburgh, 2021)he traditional alpha in /r/TheRedPill, | argue, maps onto a
passé form of hegemonic masculini§onnell, 2005}hat projects backwards to an ideal of
western traditionalism. The notion that the hegemonic form of /r/TheRedPill is datigea
important because it recognizes that the construct of the ideal man as malleable, contingent on
cultural contex{Messerschmidt, 2018and that the ideal alpha may not represent a cultural
ideal in this cultural momert®/ r / The RedPi | | presents an approac
mano t hat r-gesderdierarchy c alpha and other men, resulting in a have/have not

discourse that measures the value of the individual as a man thhaadierarchy.

Masculinity is represented much more collectively in /r/MensRights. While there are men
who will call on the derogatory | anguage of b
(/u/X-MrDude-X, 2020) largely the collective acts as a (mostly) unified entity representing men
more broadly with one significant exception. The af@minism that is so central to the identity
of t he men o s itsmengpérs, svershadaws éhis malectollectivism and men who
identify as feminists are universally derided and chastised wifteigroup. The division of men
and masculinity within /r/MensRights is not contingent, then, on the performance of a hegemonic
masculinity, but rather on the recognition that womemat¢he subordinated class they are
accepted to be in Western societynen are. Those who have yetctame to the realisation that

BFor one examphe af phhi s p@ugapieraei@0, 20280) huge o
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men are the subordinated class in sog¢itare a kind of unfortunate victim, unable to realise
their full potential as men because of their adherence to a social order that oppresses them

masculinity contingent on ideology.

Methodology
The work described in this paper is part of research exploring the discourses of masculinity
embedded in the /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill communities. Employing digital ethnographic
methods and analysis | gere what discourses of masculinity, affirmation, and defence were
engaged by members of t hese-temeabfewatianintothuni t i es
groups, | collected data systematically during a set period; March thioumgBg020. This
section liefly discusses the methods used in the study, as well as the implication of those
methods on the data collected.

Digital ethnographic methods

The research explored in this paper uses two types of digital ethnographic data collection through
the buildingof a systematically collected data set, and {targh researcher involvement in the
research communities embedded as a list@eiSeta, 2020; Molina, 2017)he more

straightforward is a datset constructed throughe systematic imaging and collection of post

data from the /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill subreddit communities. Developed as a type of
Aidat a (Kodinetgy 20099this collection ocurred over the course of three months, and the
five most popular (sorted by Ahoto) and five
in each community were captured as images three times each week. This yielded an average of
125 unique postsgp category, owing to duplicates between data collectionidagpecially in

the posts sorted Acontroversial. o0 These post s
large and diverse data set of user posts and commentaries with over 23,000ahdiser posts

and comments. The imaging of posts and comments was done to pthearwaesuallyas they

appeared on the site at the time of data harvesting. This decision was purposeful as the

experience of online communities is too easily essentializéte textual (or posted image)

“The |l anguage of bei ngandspheré droams o represent themealsationdhat mensase
subordinatedn Western societyThis language isearubiquitousacross groupsnd ismeant to evoke the imagery
of Neo from the movif he Matrixtaking the red pill and waking up from the simulation to the reality of the world
(DeCook, 2019; Dignam & Rohlinger, 2019; Ging, 2019b; C. Jones et al., 2020; Read | 28&8)the longorm
description here to avoid confusion between the usleeopill metaphor relative to /r/TheRedPill and the more
general use of the term as it might have found a place in this sentence.
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products of community participanfBearce et al., 2020and lacks attention to the ways the

online space itself can influence the labour of the participant whiegnigng wi t h t he we
content(Light et al., 2018)In the case ofeddit, this type of wholpage imaging allows for the
preservation of the (sometimes) complex conversations that are happening asynchronously, but

also in real time, creating a messy landscape of parent and child commesdsribetns

require the reader toasit prior comments and reacquaint themselves with the source topic

area (for an example of this, see figbri).

& () Boys dont have bodiy st X IS8

« ¢ @ 0 a :_dont_have_bodly_autonomy/ -0 & s MD®O® W=
@ reddit @ «MensRights . Q Search
RT8Y BEST w
3. Meta discussions should be in
[/MensRightsMeta
P t C t 4 Tevenapurposeinlfs 393 points + 9 months ag
aren ommen ¥ Ithought it was her body her choice, should it not be the same for men 4. Cross linking has restrictions
Give Award Share Reporl Save 5. Al NSFW content 1o be labeled
. 4 HungryHomyHigh 475 paints - 9 menths ago 6. No personal information
Chlld comment + Don'ttella feminist that, because that's something the patriarchy does!
7, Ma repasts, spam, ads, fakes,
GheAwsrd Share Report Save subreddit bans

8.No harassment or extreme persanal
attacks

ta 9 months ago
ing the right to your badly all in one piece
GlveAward Share Reporl Save s S
10. Racism and other hate speech
4 itspeachachoo 4 points - § months ago restrictions
# how is being against circumision (and/or pro-men's liberation) anti-feminist? are caring
3 s 11. Salicitations for donations must be
= about women's and men's bodily autonomy mutually exclusive issues?
2nd-order v v . thraugh verified organisations.

GiveAward Share Report Save

Child Comments

12. Gender reversal posts requirements
T, “Crmincls 430 bciyy ; Smieths on. eated § o i o 13. Researchers must contact the meds
¥ Any haif-decent feminist believes that @ man should have the right to bedily autonomy.

14, Title must be descriptive
Please don't paint people who are on your team as being against it.

15. Miscellansous

GlveAward Share Report Save

4 deayie32 71 points - 9 menths ago

# Show mea feminist in power who actually gives a damn about this issue. There may be
same grassroot oneswho da, but they have na power aver the movement. I want to see
the upper echelons of the feminist hierarchy come out in a coordinated, large scale
«denouncement of MGM and follow up their words with concerted action to raise
awareness and lobby the gavernment about it

3rd-order G Awerd Shere Repwrt Sawe

Child Comments At rt o g These arejust afew of the issues dicussed o this
+ | any half-decent feminist sub, affecting men and boys from araund the
globe:

That may have been what OG Feminism was about, equal rights for both sexes. Nowadays
thaugh, Feminism is toxic, cancerous and 2 faced. Like have you seen the videa of the
feminist MP who was smirking, banging her head on the table and just giving the
impression of "mens problems? lul" when other MP's were talking about mens problems?

» Male Genital Mutilation - Gircumession
 Educatio
= Lack of s

Figure 5-1: Screenshot of /r/MensRights thread showing pachiltt comment threading, December 2020.

The secondary mode of data collection requires-teng involvement in the
communities studied, and | c¢hdaasea kbedSeddp 2020) nv ol v
De Seta usg@El4)e&&eg aulaite wids of the i dea of interne
intersubjectivity as a way to situate the epistemological decision to observe (lurk in) online
communities without the need to fAget th-e seat
commuity researcher@Paccagnella, 1997Purposefully situating oneself in this way, De Seta
(2020)argues, can be a better representation of the real experience of participants in large online
communities, as the majority of users are lurkers rather than regadtisg participants/posters,

and it serves to challenge the Afalse choice
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(p. 88). Outside of the systematic data collection window, | have been a partlankantin both
communities for over three yeamwith a passive but persistent interest in community discussion
and action over that time. This personal and intentional involvement in the communities studied
is reflexive of a more contemporary approach to ethnographic study, where the researcher can
(and perhaps should) be familiar with the community they choose to(&adyha, 2000)Not

only does this permit a kind &dng-term understanding of the ebbs and flows of the
communities, it better positions the researcher to see and understandprdynamics, outliers,

or how the community might be shifting during any given window of systematic data collection
and analys (Danley, 2021; Kanuha, 20Q@or example, during my researcbgddit has

introduced thee significant (and many minor) changes to its policies on abuse and harassment,
resulting in changes in subreddit rules to prevent /r/'TheRedPill from being banned and
deplatformed.

Analysis

Each post was reviewed, reading the text provided by the pimdi@ring any major link

provided, and/or watching any media that was included as part of the post (this included
YouTube videos, news articles, blog posts, and links to other websites). After this, | read the top
three parent comments and using the mfatron from the post and those comments began to

form a basic thematic structure to the arguments being made in the post. | then read through all
the comments sequentially, as they were presented in the thread. This means thahteadsib
formed undeeach parent comment in the post were read in their entirety before moving onto the
next parent comment. After the first 25 posts were reviewed, | made a list of the significant
themes that emerged from the posts and threads. For example, this eanyrlisteiosRights
included: antifeminism; base arguments for the community; solidarity; domestic violence;
relationships; body issues; masculinity; and cultural bias. As analysis progressed, these initial
themes were expanded, contracted, separated, antategl with comments and thematic

content from comments throughout the set of empirical materials. Broader discourses began to
emerge, including broad adherence to the politics of the right, male superiority, questioning of
wo me regpacialif emi ni st sdé) rationality and intellige

understandings of work and personal value.

Analysis in ethnographic work is ongoing, as the experiences of the researcher as part of the

community, or in the space of the community, @veays already part of the data and
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interpretation of that dat@ullion, 2018) The user experience as theker/researcher is

essential to help contextualize the data from systematic collection, as the broader d@edriong
exposure to the community provides a different kind of analysis. The analysis is also subject to

the theoretical and subject orientason o f t he r esear cher, in that t
essential to the way that the community and data are approached, understood, and represented
(Gullion, 2018) For example, as a researcher | have a social justice orientation and employ

feminist theory and methodologies to foreground gender and other power inequities in my work.
These orientations@ always already embedded within the research designs and projects that |
undertake, and necessarily influence the research questions asked, as well as the ways that |
interpret and represent the findings. As a researcher the tensions | face whernnigtertct
contentious,af e mi ni st communities, means it is ofte
arguments without the shadow of rigiftcenter politics and male supremacist undercurrents.
While it is impossibl e t ayasdpgitcs vathtbe rdsdaeh r esear
content, it is incumbent on the researcher to do the intellectual labour of investigating how

deeply and inextricably linked individual arguments are from the dominant community

ideological perspectivgAtkinson et al., 2008)Within some communities, like /r/MensRights,

the arguments of individual usersetimes put them in opposition to the avowed antifeminist

stance of the group (and manosphere). This complexity is important in understanding the deeper

meaning of the groupds ideology and participa

Claims and Models of Masculinity
Discusshng how men and mendés issues are perceived
that lacks a positive identity for men seem like laudable goals, but even the brief overviews of
/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill should cause you to second guess thiemnatéy of those
community purpose statements. They do, with a little contextual examination, demonstrate the
ways that these two communities seek to situate masculinity in certain ways, including but not
limited to: expressed and pervasive antifeminira,presupposition that men and women are
fundamentally different, and the use of violence (as a concept and potential action). The
remainder of this paper explores each of these themes as they manifest within these two

communities.
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The Antifeminist Nucleus

Antifeminism is what forms the core of the manosplidtas the one ideological underpinning

that unites the confederacy. Because of this, it is embedded in all discursive and doctrinal

el ements of the manospher edtsand/dTheRedPil arenot gr ou
exceptions. Feminism, as perceived by the members of these groups, is a global phenomenon

with local and specific implications for their lives, meaning that the men who come together and
meet in these communities have sharectears, but occupy divergent legal and political

jurisdictions. What they find in theseddit communities, then, is a way to come together under
groupspecific antifeminist rhetoric, and find support. This creates a kind of fraternal, or

homosocial, suppbstructure for personal and local action that has global (@achambault &
Veilleux-Lepage, 2019)and the kinds of communities (or third plaée#)at are so important to

the formation of ingroup lsure spaces with strong participant identificati@amp & Dunlap,

2020; McKeown, 2020; Robinson & Holt, 2020) both communities, anfeminism is framed

by aman versus feminisfor feminism against all m¢mpproach that is imbricated with the

ideals of masculinity discussdscboatbemalee. fiFemi n
supremacy. They just say its about equality to cover that up. Hell, probably to them, female
supremacy i s equaliApy 98, 2020D). AlangsidedHisris@mrimtergereler 0 1 9
animosity for women (via feminism) that is exprasgsingpejorative language, and a blame

cycle that brings many, if not all, soetoltural complaints from these groups back to feminism

as its starting point.

The man versus feminism approach of /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill is essential to
helping us understand how the foundational elements of their worldviews extend from a neo
traditional view of masculinity in particular the need to assert po@r W. Johnson &

Cousineau, 2018Power in this context is deeply individual, and although these users are part of
a community of support, they tend to speak in ways that isolate and individualize. The men in
/r/IMensRights and /r/TheRedPill assume an individualistic/meritocratic worldaieay

purposefully contrast that with a collectivist (social jusficevorldview taken up by feminists.

9 Oldenberg(1999) described third places (outside of home (first) and work (second) places) as welcoming and
beneficial to the individual and community. For mtrerough discussion see Oldenbg1§99)or Camp and Dunlap
(2020)for a more contemporary take.

% Importantly,the term social justice, in the sense that the men in these groups are using it, is entirely pejorative and
in the context of the social justice warrior memolgilassanari & Chess, 2018)
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What is at issue for the members of /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill is that they perceive

0 mo d E=mimisbs as aingle collective focused ahe degie and ability of women to live off

the production, capital, and progress produced byinied he whol e point of f el
/| Entitled to everything T Apsl@lgo2020). Ibstards,thent not h
in opposition to the meritwatic value system these men understand that underpins the# socio

cultural systems and the ways they uwnderstand

| don't think winning is masculine or femenine, they are different approaches and tools
that carbe used for winning. For example, winning by burocratic means like a
disqualification is a femenine way to win. | think masculinity is about the self and
femeninity is about the others/society. Winning by your own merit, intelect, strength,
wealth, etc. VSnanipulation of values and perception, hiding behind rules or bending
them, shaming, etc. (/u/Quesomanchegddarch 21, 2020)

The oO6righté way of being and doi n{ase hi ngs
value systems where the abiltytoaceve @Aon your own meritso and
success in society, regardless of gender. This belief is on display in discussions of workplace
achievement, and especially any discussion of a wage gap between men and women,

immediately claimed to befaminist falsehood.

Toxic feminists promote the pay gap myth as a way to absolve women of
responsiblilty é the toxic feminists just
reasons for it would undercut thier agenda. Instead they jump into thousamnasesf h

and just say 'oppression' is the reason. (/u/Seekan8fpél 1, 2020)

A post by /Ju/Anonymous74829572000fi A questi on on my final e
c |l as s ,hdoes adgb@Qop of illustrating how the communityrapphes discussions on the
idea of a wage gap through their neoliberal and meritocratic understanding of capitalist systems.
The post is a screen capture of an online test questlkingi How many cents per
women ear n ¢ omp arsddnultipechoite opfloas batween 59 and &0 cents.

The problematic structure of the question notwithstanding, the members of /r/MensRights who

comment on the post do two things: express th
thispostisanxeampl eo (/ u/ Mens rights_ matter2); and a
about personal choices, or stating some varie
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thread one commenter explains that the question is not actually problematisiatalthe issue

is about earnings, not about pay, dAlt's true.
due to men and women making different choices
of /r/MensRights rationalize the issue of waligparity, giving it roots in women choosing lower

earning fields and professions, without consideration of the deepaltioal and economic
structures that reward Awomendso work | ess th

(Fortin et al., 2017)

The wuser so6 ar gwam®nahdsvale bfovark take anfew farnes, and in the
foll owing post by /u/CristiVasile2000 two of
women do compared with men? Surprise, is | ess
['ul/ Cri sti Vasi | e 2gbtforeards valuecshooicebe talculased sased @nihours
worked. Men, on average they argue, work more hours than women, are therefore more valuable
in the (capitalist andeolibera) economic system, and should make more money as a result.

Rarely do discuseins about hours worked overlap with type of work, what kind of work is
compensated, or the discourses of masculinity and femininity that hang over different types of

work and their associated compensation rates regardless of hours worked. The secbnd is a b

more nuanced, as it assumes that a rational economic system under capitalism would not allow
someone to be compensated at a higher rate for theveankerl his argument concludes that,

where all other things are equal between men and women in termeatpvity and employee
6value, 6 that businesses would only hire wome
gapd say the /r/ MensRights users, they coul d
good manager would only hire women, to save c®s0 -nfarifrorh-@arth). The insinuation is

that if women are paid less, it is because they either work fewer hours (as stated above), or, that
there are other determinants that | ower women
away thecommui t y6s i ndividualistic, neoliberal, an:i

and is explored further below.

While the antifeminism is obvious in some parts of this post, it is more subtle in its
critiqgues of the idea of a wage gap. These critiquesoated in the neoliberal supposition that
economic forces are rational and predictable, and the constituent factors that make up labour
market participation and earnings are straightforward and loddcals & GansMorse, 2009;

Cornwall, 2016) They ignore, for example, family and care work as contributors to economies,
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as well as the historical devaluation of these kinds of work even thkgrare part of the paid

work economy (for example: daycare workers, personal support workers, and teachers in some
jurisdictions)(Diekman et al., 2010By ignoring these important elements, they also ignore the
extensive feminist scholarship, theorization, and activist work that has been done to illuminate
these issues with the intention of creating social change. Users in /r/MensRights demonstrate a
foundational ethos of Western traditionalism around gendered work, roles, compensation, and
power. The ideological positioning of choice in determining individual social and economic
status comes from that same narrow traditionalism and is a familiar fetnairthose who

perceive their own power di minished by gains

Ir/TheRedPill, for their part, lament feminism in similar ways, but also go so far as to
dismiss feminism altogether. In some cases, feminism is not viewed as a social mdeement

equality at all, but rather a testrofe nrésslveso maintain the patriarchy.

Just so you know, our society isnbét run by
stay that way. I't'"s going to staysthat way
going to stay that way because itds what w

because you misunderstand feminism. You think feminism is women wanting to
domi nat e men. ltés not . ltés just anot her
(/u/Sonny_Lund May 31, 2020)

It's up to men to step up and reclaim their masculinity, and enforce standards and
boundaries, or allow their society to be taken over down the road by a stronger tribe
where masculinity is still valued. Well. if that sounds too much to yshiould just let

you know that this has been how men always went about doing it throughout history. It
IS just this generation of men that would rather be society's victim than the creators of
societies and nationgu(SKRedPilli March 8, 2020)

Their language is deceptive by nature. Most men say what they mean. Women do not.

Then they put you through a shittestinter nd it 6s the right thing
real ity it does néeenwamsea shange mgntahdiembgarrassitherh a v e

on the job. Andt's always likefake adversity women put men through.

(/'u/Mousel701, May4, 2020)
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Contrast the more nuanced ideas from /r/MensRights with the overt claims to gendered
power and the correctness of male supremacy from /r/'TheRedPill, and we can see the

insidiousness of shared and diverse antifeminism.

Men | Women: fundamentally different beings
The depth and toxicity of the antifeminism displayed by the users in /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPill are indicative of anger and resentment at the perceived fassefby men in

Western society. It also demonstrates a politics of difference through the assumption of
fundamental differenabetween men and women. The idea of fundamental difference takes
severaforms, each meant to separate men from women as afvaalyocating male supremacy.

The male supremacist advocacy is direct and overt through /r/TheRedPill, but is more subtle in
/r/MensRights. In both communities the idea is couched in a biological determinism rooted in
evolutionary psychology and sex rolésemselves largely anchored in what Debbie Ging calls

A p s esgiehtificselfh el p manual s on heter os €3ing,2019%9agpe nd e r
56).

The fundamental differences between men and women are foundational for
Ir/TheRedPill. /ulitiswrltten provides a good example inpthe sTRP igiBiology Only the
Trut h M2020j lethispost, /u/itiswrltten (a higtatus contributor to the community)
explains his interpretati on ofandtfidcbrelusersi ence o
about what biology defines to be male and fem
human civilization is deeply rooted in sexual dimorphism and sexual strategies of men and
women. He uses these ideas (attributed to evoluiidrialogists Bret Weinstein and Heather
Heying) to justify the ways that /r/TheRedPill men approach sexual relationships. As women
have a singular set of needs, men choose to f
child rearingi alpha fuicks/beta bucké&eeexample in the text of this post online and snippet
below re: AF/BB).

/u/itiswrlttenbs post is but one example f
serve to confirm one or more of the series of dichotomies between men aed vdemtified by
Shawn Van Valkenburg{2021)in the sidebar content of /r/TheRedPill. Van Valkenburgh points
outthatbr adherents to the Red Pill, ARThe observe

of empirical data, the fobjectiveo anal ysis o
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nature and societyo (p. 7). Fooftharempiricaldafa t he w
comes from scholarly researchorppr i ence, but rather from perso

A

yoursel f. o

The reality is that the core foundational material of TRP is very much based in
biology. There is no need to fear biolaglideterminism understanding it will

actually give you more freedom (thanks jojo this was a great point). What comes
through goofy terms like AF/BB [Alpha Fucks/Beta Bucks] is in fact fully supported
by the truth. Reject the lies where you see themyaodvill see it for yourself.
(/ufitiswrltten, 2020, The Cure for Canegrara. 5)

Oneofthemany t hings missing from /r/ TheRedPill
objective analysis through biological determinism, is any concept of personal or confirmatory
bias(Auxier & Vitak, 2019; Tait, 2017)The members of this community, as they internalize
these ideas of biological destiny (and its limitations) are unencumbered by the burden of having
to consder the intersectional complexities of social order, race, power relationshijgge rezer
systemgCrenshaw, 1990; G. Rubin, 2008} even credible new science that challenges
previous notions of evolutionary seales(see Haas et al., 202®erhaps not coincidentally,
and also unencumbered by rigorous interrogation, the biologically deterministic approach to
human sexuality and reproductive behaviour also supports the Red Pill hierarchies between men
i an example of the important intraferential discourse that creates hierarchies between
masculinitiegMesserschmidt, 2018; R. Schmitz & Kazyak, 2016)

As with many things, the adherence to the concept of fundamental differences between
men and women isomewhat more subtle in /r/MensRights, although no less important to the
ideology of the group. For /r/MensRights, the expression of inherent biological differences is
shrouded in ardieminist critique where their comments about feminists apply to (a)ratbst
wo men, AThats exactty What the Problem with w
they say is exact the opposite from What they are doing. They say What is expected from them
not hing moreo (/u/ Godudop, -Aporwomeniviomake0 2 0) . F
choices or hold beliefs that the men of /r/MensRights are unable to rationalize and this
(over)generalization reveal s, among other thi

f emi ni s nGing,2019aaps 52)Just like racism, the subtle sexism and male supremacism
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can be far more effective and pervasive than overt f@fmscault, 1979)The discoursen

feminism in this subreddit is of particular importance because it is deeply gendered. The
6feministsd under scrutiny are al ways women (
Amal e feministso), and t he t themearegaimospaways)s and

derisive.

Women hating the fact that men are entering their spaces and as you can see these are
feminists. The group | remind you who along with the rest of the left that called for the
annihilation of male spaces and yet theytdaandle men entering their spaces.

Hypocrisy!

Al so. notice how a woman called said men |
men being cucks and lead by women were winners and stunning and brave?!
(/uftiredfromlife2019)

The anger at women, shroudactritiques of feminism in /r/MensRights is complicated
because women play several important roles in the ethos of the subreddit. Along with being the
foil these men fight against, they are the object of sexual attraction, and supporters of the cause,
sothey must always occupyameitiacet ed r ol e in the mends right

Someonebs Getting Hit Tonight: Violence as a
When discussing violence in relation to /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPIill, it is important to begin

by stating that neither commityacondones violence outright. While it would be a step too far to

claim that either group abhors violence, moderators and users police overt calls for violence

quickly and efficiently. Although this may stem from increased monitoringebglit after

updaing community conduct policies beginning in 2018 (the communities do not want to be
banned), it makes the communitiesd use of vio
sociality more interesting. Where the use of antifeminism and understandingtetfemale

difference were similar, the ways that /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill discuss the subject of

violence is quite different.

Discussions of violence, or at least male tendencies toward violence, fall in line with
intraamasculinehierarchies and the biological determinism so important to the community
ideology of /r/TheRedPill.
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Friends who have proven themselves loyal to your and your development deserve to
have you back them up when times get tough. Lovers who do everythings$e plau
deserve to be led through the path of love, and protected by those who would harm
them. A man who cannot defend those he loves with tribal violence is no man at all.

Remember your masculinityyou are called upon to fighfu/LiveAFTSQOV, 2020)

/ u/ Li veAFTSOVO6s st at ement 10 Vatuep af Traditiandl a ver
& Sacred Maddoash goadijob gfelucidating both elements of Red Pill
conceptualizations of violence: mends rol es;
actualization of violent behaviour. A Red Pill man should be willing and able to engage with
violence. Rarely, however, do they call on men to engage withpiteestuimed) biologically
engrained part of their existence. Instead, they discuss how to act violently is a part of male
instinctiil t' s al so instinctual for a man to beat
wants. It's also instinctual foramandao a | ot of things by force,
(utyrrytiMay 31, 2020), AThink about 1t, going bac
blessed us with these predispositions for a reason, and the main reason was probably the ability
to use aid strength advantage in order to forcefully procreate (or what thr modern World now
commonly refers to asiMay?&l, 2820t Thesé instincts thaugh) ¢ ( / u
are softened, cal med, or outl| awaahgelandtakei vi | i z a
everything away ifMagym 3tlh e 20 2(0/)u / thywer yhtave t aken
to exert control over women by taking away their natural power and making them weak both
mental ly and p hiyMay 3d,2020)7hé lanjentdtibns of somernieimbers of the
community notwithstanding, the dominance and control linked to patriarchal masculinity are
essential to the worldview of Red Pill ideology in that it justifies the male supremacism that
anchors their worldvieyDiBranco, 2020; Marwick & Caplan, 2018)

/r/MensRights discussions rarely, if ever, turn to the idea of a male predisposition to
violence. Most interactions discussing violence within this community are focused on domestic
violence, andn particular the ways that male victims of domestic violence are silenced, shamed,
or mistreated. Social approaches to understanding and addressing domestic violence, treatment
of women versus men in cases of accused domestic violence, and generalaxisiaite
about menés victimhood are common refrains. W

violence, they are especially conscious of the ways they see domestic violence perpetrated by
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women as ignored or t ®arescviblense sowassds maledasinesthy . The
serious matter t o mo s(u/rolnfvrightrhae, Aprielp2020contamsa he s
meme showing a supposed victim of wonmeatpetrated domestic violence. The comments that

address the meme follow a patterhere the men call out how problematic the meme would be

if it depicted a female victim, interspersed with comments explaining that the meme is itself a

j oke. For the mendés rights advocates in the 't
light of male victims of domestic partner violence, joke or not. The fact that some people can

also find the meme funny is a kind of m@i@blematic, where men are seen to have internalized

the idea that a man being physically assaulted by his partner is humarmesponse to one

such comment, the original poster responds AT
male is so |lightly taken that it is memeworth
For /r/MensRights, violence, rather thaeing a mark of masculinity and male evolutionary

status, is an example of how men are oppressed. This oppression is not, as we might conclude
through feminist or social justice lensirige oppressive structures of patriarchy, but rather via
societypred posed to ignore male pain and victims.

l i ke my constitutional rights mean nothing an
(/u/SharpGalaxy, 2020)

Discussions on violence are indicative of the ways internal discourses of masculinity
within groups serve to police memblers p and enact ments of Aproper o
/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill they are deeply divergent. Still, both communities use violence
as a lever in their own way, with much of the violence (although not all) being targeted at men.
Both groups useiolenceto justify their ideological standpoints about men in society, and

functionalize discourses of masculinity and power to make their points.

Conclusion
Manosphere communities like /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill are complicated places. This
paper las demonstrated that complexity by comparing their antifeminist thought and rhetoric,
uncritical understandings of difference between men and women, and their conceptualizations of
violence as an asset or mode of male oppression. These groups bothastakéoch piece of the
manosphere They also create models of masculinity that are unique to them, but have things in

common(Ging, 2019b) Both subsibe to neoliberal, meritocratic ideas about value and social
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contribution(Van Valkenburgh, 2021Both pla@ men, through biological imperatives of
control, sacrifice, or logic and rationality, as biologically supdi@wtell & Dutton, 2015 Both

see feminism as a social ill that harms men and women, and has done significant damage to
individuals and societgMamié et al., 2021; Rothermel, 2028)pth advocate for male

supremacy.

Butt hese groups are also distinct. Where [ 71/
men, 0 cal med fmidstpowenstrecturese/mMMensRights sees violence used
against men as an important way that men are subordinated. /r/MensRights has space for
(almost) all men, where /r/TheRedPill advocates for a specific kind of man and specific kind of

Aal ph alnitymelere there are good alphas and bad betas.

Give up the "beta ways" and they will stick around longer. Women want a dominant

man. She should be proving herself to him and he should reward her when she acts in a

way that benefits him and withdrawtae nt i on when she doesndét. T
and shower her with undeserved affection and she will perceive herself to have more

value than him, and it's Checkmate. (/u/GlobalAsshay 25, 2020)

Through their discourses of masculinity, both /r/Meigbis and /r/TheRedPill cast a figure of
ideal manhood that necessarily (whether inadvertent or explicit) sanctions other men. While
critiguing feminism, masculinity is policed via group ideological standpgMédin, 2010)
subordinating some men within groups that say they focus on the collective rights and/o
biological imperatives of all men.

These similarities, differences, and unique places within the manosphere are important
because they represent a large (and growing) segment of the pop{Hatecher & Kteily,
2020) As we face increased rigiing populism around the world, the permissive political
spaces created by that infiltratiorio mainstream politics allow these groups to flourish
(Aharoni & Féron, 2020; Boehme & Isom Scott, 2020anosphere groups become, then,
manifestations of masculinity politics that thread masculinity and matersagy into
conventional political discussion with the intent of challenging established social narratives.
They do this primarily through affective publics, having members invest time, personal capacity,
and emotional capital in the ideological aims & ¢roup, but also through the affordances of

platforms like reddit that create spaces with little oversight whenédarrideology and
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pipelines toward extremism can take r@@busineau, 2021a; Munn, 2019hey also do the

work of policing dissent and shapingrtaintypes of masculine ideology.

The eypansion of these groups threatens equity work in all areas, especially gender
equity, and should give us pause as we consider our social and gendered fespexsally in
Western democracies. The election of Donald Trump, and the subsequent surde,ohalki
and Christian supremacist actions (for exampkee Soldiers of Odin in Scandinavia, Canada,
and Australia)’ are significant examples of the possible harms that continued exposure of these
ideologies can have on people and social structures. Continued study of elements of the
manosphere, especially in locations likeldit, is essential to better understanding working
against the regressive ideological standpoints of these groups. Further work situating these
groups on the far and afght spectrum of political activity, as well as drawing lines between the
dissolution of traditional fraternal organizaticasd the rise of these homosocial/fraternal
extremist groups is important work to be done. This research does some of that work and should
serve as a call to explore content more deeplyyell asexamine manosphere rhetoric more
closely to help slow thepseadi i fimembers of the soalleddmanospher@pioneered
harassment techniques that are now leveraged not only by individuals and online communities,

but by governments and other state act@iarwick & Caplan, 2018)

9" The Soldiers of Odin are a paramilitdrgternal organization, founded in Finland in 2015 (2016 in Canada) that
describes itself as fia patriotic street patrol organi z.
globalization, and aims at tackling the-psoducts caused by the afémentioned problems, like weakening of the

s e c u (Kotangnp2019,p.24Mhat has f aced A aeNazismandiwbite suprenfacismadoel s m, n e
both to t hiemigrantpantp &4 aanntsit ances, and t he (Acchampaols& t i on of
Veilleux-Lepage, 2019, p. 273)

156



6:AA Positive |l dentity -righbparticiationo ? Pat hy
through /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPillP®
Far right® ideologies defend particular conceptualizations of mascuifiiyd male power,
embedded in a certain type of Western traditiona(SGornwall et al., 2016; Pai, 20168)hen
we think of the fairight, most people imagine nétazis, White Nationalists/White Separatists,
or the miliia-focused second amendment enthusiasts in the United States: mostly White,
sometimes armed, confrontational. ffight groups are each of these things, and while women
make up a small percentage of participants in their political and public act{ihtesatz &
ShanksMeile, 2006) these groups are mostly m@bner & Davey, 2019; Gordon, 2018&ar
andaltr i ght communities have rooted and flourish
groups have been particularly successful in community building and expéHsidge &
Hallgrimsdottir, 2019; A. Kelly, 2017; Munr2019) Using mends rights gro
inquiry, this chapter shows how reddit provides affordances for the development of collectivity
and community for people with harmful Western traditionalist andfantinist ideological
values.These affodances are valuable to this type of men's graypups adjacent to the far
right in their obsessions with Western gender traditionalisms, and (in some cases) male
supremacy because they allow for the proliferation and radicalization of ideas withimdeolu

and selreferential communities, subject to limited censorship.

Mendés groups that fall wunder the broad ban
(Western) traditionalist and conservative rhetorical positioning of theglar about gender; a
6nablud structuralist position where men shoul
6 Ot lDragiéwicz & Mann, 2016; Jordan, 2016; Messner, 20%8unchly antfeminist,

%The use of A/r/ o in /r/ MensRights and /r/ TheRedPill i:
the way thatndividual communities are demarcated on reddit, and in writing separates the reddit communities from

the broader ideological communitiee(,/ r / Mens Ri ghts vs. the Mends Rights Col
% There is a lack of consensus about the meaning of theifarmi ght 6, and given the fact t
terming that would place certain groups or individuals in this category are outsiders this is understaodtdite.

chaptert ake on(20lQ)ddeidsi ti on that includes the extreme righ
that is, poplar sovereignty and majority ryland theradical rightthatfiaccepts the essence of democracy, but

opposes fundamental elements of liberal democracy, most notably minority rights, rule of law, and separation of

power® B)p .
100The singular, masculinity, is used purposefully here and at other times in this chapter to reflect the way that, from
the perspective of many of the participants in the c¢oml

to be a man. In othénstancesl will use the plural masculinities in deference to the multiple masculinities that are
always at play in groups of men and society more broadly, and how these masculinities are always in negotiation
with oneanother for power and controloverh e si gni fi ers of #fAbeing a man. o
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these groups argue that gender equi tlyytly has fAgo
White men) a disadvantaged clékslish & Kimmel, 2010) For the participants in these

groups, and proponents of these ideologies (whichiatdade women), feminisspurred social

changes require a reset of values. As a larger movement composed of many different groups, the
broader mends o6rightsd c¢ommueatatedigeoldyigas ex panded
constructs that share a common canhessage, then diverge from one another along different

pat hways. | deol ogy in this case is understood
unconscious phenomena that, along with hiding how the world works for the purposes of control,
serve themselves shape the reality we live(nGi ge k., MeMn%%4s) 6r i ght sd gr ou
al ways being about sex, power, and control , r
custody rights casé€rowley, 2009)to the belief that the proper social orderisan d mai d 6 s
Tale-esque total domination of society, sexuality, and culture by(derdan, 2016)These

groups have both shared and divergent ideological constructs that gmranist and position

what men and women shoulddashould not be/do in particular ways.

Mends rights and aligned gighoguoppstovesrdt si mi | a
members. Using generalizable and unnuanced st
decreasing empl oy mewitterpmrtators pf@ublic sontjovemsiasde.gntlae
US Supreme Court confirmation hearings for Br
a White, conservative man), these groups play on the latent desires and fears of their target
audiencgMunn, 2019; Willer et al., 2013yvhich is (mostlyWhite men.Anti-equity work, and
in particularwWhite supremacyhas a history of appealing target audiences (mostly White men,
but women as welBelew, 2018) online(J. Adams & Roscigno, 2005; Boehme & Isom Scott,

2020; Chelolu, 2020) Anti-f e mi n i groupsieeeragessome of the sarkiads of

biological deterministic arguments that are prevalent in the White supremacy movement
(Dobratz &ShanksMeile, 2006; Ferber, 20009 argue that it is not only right, but the
biological imperative of men tdominate womerilhe biological hierarchies that are developed
as a resulplace, practically and/or theoretical(yvhite) menas the rightfuly dominant

members of societi! The perceived biological imperative for dominance leads someanen

101 This statement requirélse parentheses around White to acknowledge the fact that some men who participate in
/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill are not White, and therafogit not adhere to the racialized aspects cdehe
hierarchical system§ hat said, the roots of many (if not all) of the biological hierarchies used by groups like these
are rooted inthe colonial and oppressive contexts of Whiterf€sston & Kimmel, 2013; Daniels, 2009a)
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understand hems el ves as vVvicti ms, h &Berbrierg2000,0Bsehmew h a t

& Isom Scott, 2020; C. R. Kelly, 202@nd indigital spaces that have been overtly socialized as
masculing/Abbate, 2012and White(Benjamin, 2019)they move to (re)clairpower over

others Then, through what Mun¢2019)c al | s #fApi pel i neso of curated
normali zation, acclimation, and dehumani zati o
indoctrinated into the deeper recesses of thepeemacisideologiesDeCook, 2019)Using the

website reddit.com and the curated nature of its user interface as a backdrop, this chapter will
explore how the reddit user experience and its platform design provide ideal spaces for the
proliferation and dissemination of faght rhetoricand ideology, and can help move users

toward more extreme views. In this chapter, | examine and critique two groups that occupy

di fferent parts of the mends rights spectrum,
website reddit.comréddit.com/r/MensRightandreddit.com/r/TheRedP])ll

What are Mends Rights Groups and w
Western culture is shaped by entrenched sex/gendenms(&e Rubin, 2009)hat di¢ate and
regulate power, control, and personal interact{@unnell, 2005; Foucault, 197%fen and
women are situated in particular ways through these oppressive systems, and formulations of
metacontrol, like hegemonic masculinity, patriarchy, and systemic racism, organize us into
hierarchies that, in Western cultures, disproportionately goveer and value to (White) men
over others. Put simply, this type of valuation of one individual over others, or one group over
others, leads to the oppression of the individual or subordinate group through exploitation,
marginalization, powerlessness,toaudl imperialism, and violence; these are Iris Marion
Youngbs f i ve f(dboong El988]R2013)Tihgreriscadesep lmody of literature that
has explored el ements of Youl@agNoble POl8henddsac e s i
our use of networked technologies continues to proliferate, so too will egregious oppressive acts
and theopportunities to study them and their complexities. Systems of social control and
oppression are dynamic, and are subject, often with some latency, to changes in dominant social

worl dviews. The construct of masoocedtofni ty, and
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hegemonic masculinit? provides a useful prism for examining how these flexible systems of

control function.

Conceptualized as the fispecific fowde of ma
social setting thdegitimatesunequal gender relations between men and women, between
masculinity and f emini (Messerschmiatn2018,5n28, erngphasisis c u | i
original)) C o nhegemdnido masculiniiyosi t i ons an Oindthadis 6 mascul i
difficult, if not impossible to achieve, that is enacted differently at different times and in different
places, and that changes with cultural hegemony. For example, while an ideal masculinity of the
1990s would have excluded rathletic, normachismo forms of manhood such as the
archetypical computer nerd, a new geek mascul
emerged within the current world of app culture and the internet of ttBngghwaite, 2016;

Reagle, 2018)This change hagpenedspace in hegemonic masculinities for tech knowledge as
masculnhe and appealing, but only if some more traditional expectations for masculine
representations of the body are maintained, {it, White, and handsome). The features of
masculine interests have changed, but relational power and control over othed#gnather

men, remains inta¢Connell & Messerschmidt, 2005)he malleability of hegemonic

masculinity (or any culturally hegemonic norm, gendered or otherwise) demonstrates that

el ements often understood as static (like the
relationships) are not immutable, and are themese$ubject to change through cultural

influence. For some, the types of cultural change that force evolutions in systems of social
control and oppression are a threat to positions of power and dominance. These shifts are a re
writing of a social contradhat undermines their cultural capital, resulting in what Willer and
colleague42013)called masculine overcompensation, or a set of feelings that Rachel Kalish and
Michael Kimmel(2010)c al | fAaggrieved entitl ementod.

Like other supremacist ideologies, discourses of masculinity and male dominance in
mends rights groups e x t(Mannd, 20G20; bartin,[2@4a0deaiev e d en't
rooted in North American institutions and social doas(Larkin, 2007) Male (andpresumed

02Hegemony, througout t hi s chapter, can b(@0l)dchealfeirrmsittoioadn tas ofungthl tt
system(s] by which a dominant group achieves power not through coercion but through the production of an

interlocking system of ideas which persuades people of the rightness of anyajigéonften contradictory ideas

and perspectives (p. 17).
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White) entitlement to domination is enshrined by the state and in our canons ¢Ridkirs,

1980) the military and militarisnfHoward & Prividera, 2004 )olice and police states

(Franklin, 2005) and the Abrahamic religiorf€ondren, 2009)Consider, for example, that

under Canadian law women could not have a bankuateathout the signature of their

husband or male guardian until 1964, the province of Manitoba fired women municipal
employees who married until 1971, marital rape was not made illegal until 1983, the Criminal
Code sections that made abortion a crimeswet invalidated until 1988, and midwifery was not
recognized as a profession or medical practice in the province of Quebec until 1998. Airline
flight attendants were not allowed to work if married or over the age of 32 until they gained that
right throudh legal action in 1978. Each of these changes could be (wrongly) understood as
affronts to the entitlement to male power and historical dominance over women, and are
perpetuated through the oppression of the rights and abilities éMhde, normale figues

(hooks, 2003)Understanding systemic male entitlement can help to expose why some men
would feel entitled to power and control. The anger these men feel from that loss finds many
targets, among them immigrants, ®6rh r i st i ans or those who are no
some womeni ., feminists and others who might eschew North American conservative
traditionalism). Some groups of men make these women their primary targetapadaats;

these men make up part (Codlandt202l) menbés ri ght s mo

Ranging from simple disgruntlement to violent acts of hatred;faminism brings
together otherwise diverse groups of online m
ma n o s p(lhewoad62013)The concept of the manosphere as a distirltiral entity first
appeared in a blog in 2009, and was popularized by the Humkanosphere: A New Hope for
Masculinity(Ironwood, 2013)Debbie Ging2019b)de s cr i bes t he manosphere
confederacy of interest groups [that] has become the dominant arena for the communication of
menédés rights in Western cultureo (p. 1). This

standpoint that runs contyato achieved discourses of gender equality.

Menés groups, including groups discussed i
of fshoots of the 197006s wo me (MassneraldeB, 20)game n 6 s |
have developed in parallel with contemporary feminism. Men, who were themselves part of the
feminist movement, began leveraging the theoretical structures of feminist theory to highlight

mends experience as gendeintendofdeeiopingand Thi s was
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promoting fAprogr essi v éMegsrer, 2006nma 8)n treeinview,snenc i a | ch
were also repressed and opgegkby gendered structures, masculinity, and sex/gender systems

more broadlyMessner, 1998)They acknowledged that men were privileged by social and sex
roles, but argued that they w¢Pleek 200€)iTheul t aneou
contradictory notions of acknowledging privilege and situating themselves ap@assed group

di vided the earl y me-+eisistactors.iThe asdemigist fagtidno pr o an
turned to the oppressive nature of sex roles, armpted the language of liberal feminists to

refocus the critique of symmetrical sele opprs si on on me¥dhs pedugeeéa i enc e
theorisation about men and male privilege that situated male privilege as a socially constructed

myth that served to oppress m@&@noldberg, 1976)

Ratherthan a continuum of more or less radicalized versions of the same group, the

modern manosphere consists of groups that share some core values but diverge as they focus on

specific issues or aspects of menohesedistipcer i enc
groups fAmani fest |l ess as a continuum of ideol
passive and contained, and on(Coubireaup20iep. wi | d,

73), but instead like a sphere with filaments extending from the commoii tkesimages of

the coronavirus that causes COVIDiT where the spikes and trees extending from the core

represent ifferent areas of focus and the extremeness of those \fewer example,
manosphere groups | ike Mends R¥ghareantiemifiste Re d
sentiments, but their solutions to genbraly f emi ni
favour legal and social reform through traditional means via governmental or judicial reform

(less extreme), where incels have resorted to violence in an attempt to force change (very
extreme)Humphreys & Edmiston, 2018; Reea§18)

103 See the evolution of the writing of Warren Far(@®75, 1996, 2005, 201.2)

104This chapter was authored during the COMI® pandemic, so this image is familiar to many, but the image of
the virus that causes the COVD illness provides an excellent representation of how we saalide the
construction of the manosphere.

105Incel stands fomvoluntaryCelibate, and misogynist incels are the Hasbwn group within the manosphere due
to the extensive news coverage the group has received after men who identified as incels comitifited
murders(BBC News, 2018; Humphreys & Edmiston, 2018hey are included here give an example of the
extreme, potentially violent portion of the manosphere.
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| 6ve never met a mendés rights activist. Why a
The introduction in the 1990s of widely available home internet allowed groups with small
numbers dispersed over wide geogr aptleiaodal area
grow (Turkle, 1996; Wellman & Gulia, 1999)\ newly networked world allowed for the

development of more active, larger, and even more Afiicnosed communitieSThomas, 2011)

While touted as a new frontier for building evolved, socially just, and equal spaces by early

feminists and social theorigiRheingold, 1993; Spender, 1996)e internet has played a

significant role in the proliferation of oppressive ideas and ac{femscher & Kteily, 2020;

Lumsden & Harmer, 2019) Men & s g r o u posly netakdd cenanunicgtion spaxes

(Bulletin Board Services), early weles (including organizations like National Coalition for

Men (National Coalition For Men (NCFM)2019}%9), and other forums tbuild community and

grow their numbers. These were the precursors
these digital discursive spaces (or versions of them) remain mainstays of these groups for

communication and community action today.

The moe! for this(relatively) early adoption of the internet as a tool for community
building and recruitment erethe White supremacist and White nationalist movem@ifisse
groupsleveragedhe ability to network and connedispersed membershgforded bythe
internet as well as the clandestine natureveb participation relative to faetm-face
engagemento build complexetworks to help disperse aftdme their ideologie§). Adams &
Roscigno, 2005)The result is effective recruitment strategi@satman, 2019)nd well
established and (near) universally acknowledge presence of racist ideologyDatireds,
2009b; DeCook, 2019; Ebin, 202The proliferation of groups within the manosphere hanbe
aided by websites and services that host content of individual users, or aggregate content from a
variety of online sources. Bl ogging platfor ms
rights activists and men §lrenwgod, @ALP)sut congrsaiano mo t e
and the development of specific subgroup ideologies has been best encouraged by websites like
reddit.com. On reddit authored content can be posted, contain links to other content on the web,
filtered by users in a variety of ways, and views carsbkated into echo chambgisuxier &

Vitak, 2019) The following section will give a primer on reddit, its functionality and features.

106 The earliest iteration of the NCFM website available is from the web archive of(liagénal Coalition of
Free Men 1996) but the copyright on that site reads 19@8licating that the site was active at that time.
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Then | will explore the elements of the /r/MensRightd AfTheRedPill communities as they

manifest on reddit.

What is Reddit?

Reddit.com is a website where user posts anditdfcontent are aggregated for user
consumption. Open communities can be accessed and read by anyone online, but to comment,
usetheve bsi t eds voting system, (Garlsore&Cousiseau, quar ant

2020) aunique username is required.
Reddit functions in five ways that are important for its success.

1. Users generate and/or shatkthe content on the sitapart fromads and announcements
from the company

2. Users can curate the content they see by subject, limiting or expanding their experience to
suit their needs, and coming together or building communities of shared interest.

3. Any user can vote on any content on the Sitélsers may upvote (positive) downvote
(negative) content, and the number of votes associated with posts changes where they
appear in thalgorithmically mediategages of aggregated posts. Votes are
logarithmically weighted, and users accrue points for their posts and commentstin a so
of reddit social credit called fAKarma. o

4. Users can comment and dialogue on (almost) any post or comment on the site. Discussion
takes the form of asynchronous Bulletin Board System (BB#¢ threads where
primary comments on a post become parent cortsnand each parent may have a long
and complex series of child comments/discussions associated with it.

5. Users have Quasinonymity. The reddit user can be as open or as anonymous as they
want% As a user, | can be open about my name, where | livapngridterests, or | can
be a lurker/listener never engaging or building a personal profile, and simply exploring
and observing content.

The site is divided i nt o-bassdgupmgloddortentd whi ¢

(e.g.reddit.com/r/turtlefactdor photos and facts about turtles), and each subreddit has a set of

unigue rules moderated by volunteers from within that user comm{ivtéiwick, 2017,

Massanari, 2005 This approach to content moderation allows users to maintain the rules and

07 There are some exceptions to this rule, as users can be banned from posting or voting on content from a given
subreddit if they are found to be in violation of the community rules of that@mimunity,or subreddits can limit
nonsubscribed usersdé6 abilities to post and/ or comment.

108 For the purposes of this chapter, | am skipping over debates that might be had about whether you can ever be

truly anonymous on a platform like reddit, or in any digitatfplan without toplevel technical skills and

equi pment . For the general popul ation, the | evel of ani
can be relatively high.
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specific content policies of subreddits, while giving reddit manageteeek contact with a

small group of users for each subreddit they can use fewgleemoderation. Hamg these
managemenrievel users responsible for each subreddit also allows reddit as a business to
maintain distance from subreddit content and plausible deniability when subreddits are initially
accused of problematic behaviolihese elements createnassive, mostly usamontrolled

space for the sharing of content and opinion, and with so many communities, even users looking

for niche content find space on the site.

New users are automatically subscribed to 50 subreddits selected by the site sbut user
canremove all of those default subreddits and subscribe to any subreddits of their choosing.
Doing so creates a personalized landing page when logged in that is unique to the user and
aggregates content only from their subscribed subrediEsfectively, users create their own
content filter bubbléPariser, 2011)

/r/IMensRights and /r/TheRedPill
/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill provide good case studies for critical examination of the spread
of mendés rights content as afforded by reddit
represent two different communities within the manosphere and leyvwafgproach gender and
male power. They share deeply detininist values, but discuss and act on them in very different
ways(DeCook, 2019)/r/TheRedPill, for example, regularly has posts about the differences
betveen Alpha (good) and Beta (weak/bad) men as a way of critiquing the social order and

perceived menés subordination to women

An Alpha Asshole is a stone. His shape and properties are easily determined and do
not change depending on his surroundings. Yahtmot like a particular stone. It

might notfit your particular stone criteria. However your assessment will in no way
impact the stone. You can yell atte or kick the stone. The stone will remain
unchangedin contrast, a Beta Nice Guy is a moigtkuBeta Turds take the shape of
whatever stepped dhem last. Their entire existence is contextual. When a woman

goes on a date with a Beta Turdaflher questions will be met with attempts to

109The way new users are introduced to the site has changed signifi¢ao#iyhés chapter was authored. Instead of
being automatically assigned subreddits, msers ar@resented with a list of 27 categories, each containing
between 10 and 25 community descriptions, and users choose any number of them as their stariptpssabscr

165



conform to her expectations. At no point will shedde b get a solid definitive
response from mushy turd man because Beta Turds are confo(faiGayLubeOil,
2019)

Ir/MensRights is more likely to post about current events, using them to highlight their

perceptims of inequalities in the ways that men and women are treated in society

Prostitute murders sleeping man, robs him, serves only 15 years, gets clemency due to
large number of people supporting her. A boy would not get this level of sympathy or
this short a sentence. We should organize to make our voices heard in casesifike this
the future(/u/Hibernia86, 2019)

These communities do not represent the raggeme examples of manosphere thinking; a space
reserved for communities like extreme misogynist incelg.dBtisionto focus on thesdess
extremecommunitiesvas purposeful in two ways. The first is that incel communities, especially
violent misogynst incels, take up more research and media space than their actual numbers
would suggest, leaving other less extreme communities wadearched. Second is that
examining, comparing, and contrasting between thesei¢ssme communities demonstrates

how varied the manosphere is, and can help demonstrate the incremental development of
ideological extremism between closelyallied groups. Comparing /r/MensRights and
Ir/ITheRedPill can reveal contrast in the ways that different subgroups approach|ipveder
social i1 ssues, but share some core values. Th
groups to be driven by different kinds of content while espousing similar traditionalist values of
the right.

Ir/MensRights
www.reddit.com/r/MensRights

Created March 19, 2008

314,881 subscribers as @ctober 42021

The /r/MensRights subreddit is dominated by discussions of the misandry participants perceive

in their lives. The users are mostly from Westegmdcracies (USA, Canada, Australia, Western
Europe}! and they craft discussions around specific issues to build acetient narrative of

the oppression of men. The larger themes within this narrative include statistically higher

10 There is a small but notable presence of users in this community from India and Pakistan, and although there are
some women who participate in this subreddit community, the majority of users appear to be men.
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numbers of men are hweless or underhoused, murdered, incarcerated, die at work, or die by

suicide. They discuss issues of binary gender disparity between men and women in custody court
proceedings; spousal support proceedings; allegations, convictions, and relative severity o
punishment for perpetrators in sexual assault and misconduct allegations; and the (United States)
military draft. Posts and discussion most often begin with content from major news sources,

national and local statistics, secondary news sources, or stié that the user believes
highlights one (or mor e.).,menflosihgltiestody afichildeed)d i t 6 s ¢
They often include a catchy title and brief commentary from the original poster intended to

promote discussion and/or framethedoent as a mends rights i ssue
Comments from users are generally agreeable, conversation is generally civil when there are
disagreements, and users are supportive of others who have been negatively affected by the issue
highlighted in he post €.g.,users who feel they have been disaffected by the child custody court
system). Almost all threads in the subreddit begin with or come back to being critical of

feminism, and what they view as fAmisandristo

Ir/TheRedPill

www.reddit.com/r/TheRedPill

Created October 25, 2012

Quarantined September 2018

292,612 subscribed members as of Septembert?018

/' v/ TheRedPi I | i s dedicat ed tueindrdasinglglacknga on of
posi tive i deTheRedPyl, 2019)Whatrtheyngean by this is they aim to help men
(re)produce a specific type of masculinity and leverage that masculinity to be doamdant

sexually satisfied. Posts are largely divided between story telling about sexual experience or lack
thereof, and the theoretical underpinning of their sexual and relationship ethos. Men are divided
into successful (Alpha) and unsuccessful (othieccluding Beta, etc.) groups, and sexual

strategy is discussed at length. Dominance and manipulation are paramount to the approach
espoused by these men, and their understanding foffemasde relationships is imbricated with

ideologies of male supremacisBiscussion within the forum can be supportive and castigating,

111 After being quarantined, subscritiumbers are no longer displayed. Using the workaround old.reddit.com to see
the previous user interface, a subscriber number is shown, but these numbers are suspect. For exampld,.t showed
million subscribed members as of March 1, 202ls numbers highly misleading and likely contains a high

number of bots.
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and while the tone is civil overall, users who challenge the red pill canon are quickly downvoted

or banned.

Sa Can We Call These Communities FarRight?

So, are /r/MensRights and /r/TheRdtfir-right groups? Or do they occupy a kind of middle

ground that can simultaneously expound or mobilize beliefs similar to thosermfifagroups,

but avoid the deleterious label associated wittrifgt nearextremism? To establish if they are

far-right | need to first define what | mean bght in the context of faright. The work of

Norberto Bobbiq1996)is useful here, as it provides a succinct way of disicig the difference
betweerleftandrighta s a representation of the Aoriginal
opposing political viewpoints. While Bobbio sets up the left and right as dichotomous to help the
reader understand what makes these igeks, he is careful to explain that they are not a
binary. AThe distinction between | eft and rig
|l anguage, 0 he says, fAthe existence of a cont.i
ofintermedia e posi ti ons wher €1996heb) Theddfttas Boeb® seesitt he r i
leans more towards the needs and benefits of the broader social group, and the right towards the
needs and benefits of the individual. #A0On the
that human eings are more equal than unequal, and on the other, people who believe that we are
more unegqual than equal o (p.67). Citing Dino
can be expressed succinctly in the motto '‘Nothing outside or against tragrgoything within

and for the sake of traditiondédo (p. 46). Trad
an archetype, the ideal of a past era, as loyalty to a nation, a common destiny, historical memory,

or as an awareness of the complegityeality (Bobbio, 1996) Farright, then, would be these

ideologial positions taken textremes n t he context of mends right
mal e supremacy. We can use Bobbiods interpret
political ideology exists in spectrum, rather than binary) to evaluate eihetMensRights and

/' r/ TheRedPifar-rightér e in fact 0

For Bobbio, the fundamental question that separates the left and right is one of equality,
and whether a group works toward or away from
conceptualization agéquality is grounded in the Italian teugualeis essential, since this
connotation makes the understanding of equality/inequality much closer to sameness/difference,

rather than having more of lesssaimethingIn the case of /r/TheRedPill, discussien i
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frequently and deeply entrenched in the concept of Alpha and Beta men (where Alpha is always
already different from, and better than, Beta), and that men should be in charge of (most) spheres
of society(see MoltenM, 2020, for one ample}!2 While being problematically Western

centric and heteronormative, the crux of the belief is that there exists a permanent and socially
solidified set of differences between men, between men and wamegthat given those

differences (Alpha) men should recontrol. For the men of /r/TheRedPill, these standardized
gender differences, and male dominati@cause ofhem, are traditional in that they are

archetypal, couched in a historical memory of male supremacy, and reinforce gender ideals of a
past eraThey promote concepts of difference, and that within the categories that separate people
(i.e.,gender, male hierarchies, etc.) humans are more unequal than they are equal. With these
understandings in mind, we can certainly conclude that /r/TheRed§ltligged on theight, and

the male supremacist content, centered on domination and control over the autonomy of others,
make for a compelling argument for considering them a potentially dangerous group on the far

right of the spectrum.

The discussion deft and right for /r/MensRights is more complicated. On the matter of
equality, members of /r/MensRights would argue that the singular driver of their discussions and
activism is to aeahsiaenveen eBsosb boi no 6bse heaglufa | oi ft ymen . T
movement of /r/MensRights believes that it is men who are widely disadvantaged in Western
society, and therefore their agitation toward equality is meant to return men and women to parity
in a world where feminist dogma has made women the privileged €lasglifficulty of the
disconnect between how you (the reader) might see the group politically, and how they
(/rMMensRights users) might see themselves lies, then, in ontological and epistemological
differencei fundamental differences in understandingvtibings are (ontology), and how we
know what we know (epistemology). Members of /r/MensRights understand that we live in a
world that is deeply unequal, which is true, but in theerstandingnen are oppressed by this
unequal system. Justification thiis worldview comes in the form of personal anecdotes and
posting of articles and content that serve to highlight the core issues listed in the community
description earlier in this chapter. Wage disparity is a favourite topic, and community members
use aticles from popular preqgu/JohnKimble111, 2020¥ocial media posts they wrdtand as

22/ r/ TheRedPill also has an entire sortin
their discussion of topics of sorci al or d
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feminist (/u/pritchie654321, 2020and statistics about bertsf work fatalities, and injuries
(/'u/mhandanna, 202@ support the viewhat men ar¢éhesubordinated class. Rarely are the
assertions of male subordination challenged in the community, which often leads to-lewdace
investigation of the resources and information the community uses to support its claims of male

oppression

On the surface, the countearrative presented by /r/MensRights should challenge our
assumption that they are on the right, as they claim to stand in resistance to normative, gendered
expectations of men. Ho we v(@996)adHerenceeto t o 0 we can
traditionalism as a mark of the right to helpassablish their position on that spectrum. The
rhetoric in /r/IMensRights is deeply affiéiminist, and they use feminism as a foil and a scapegoat
to demarcate their positions as advocates for men. They position their worldview as the
alternative to femintsinfluenced social structurésstructures that they believe have made the
world radically unequal in favour of women. They argue that feminism is, therefore, the reason
for the male subordination they perceive in the world. Within their community, there of
/r/MensRights agitate for reliance on meritocratic, neoliberal, and capitalist ways of measuring
value and social contribution; ways of knowing that disproportionately elevate and privilege
(some) men and traditionally masculine ways of being alv@thers. In other words, when
considered in relation to existing historical systems of oppression, they appear to push not for
actual equality (sameness), but rather for a return to a system state that privileged men over
women. One way they do thistshr ough hi ghl i ghting mends deepe
dangerous, or timeonsuming professions and activitiesoles traditionally taken on by mén
without critical exploration about why these roles have historically belonged té'#rey
spend litte time making arguments abageningtraditionally feminized professions to men
(e.g.,care work), nor changing traditionally male roles to be more inclusive to woragthéy
dondt s eem -engineeringetaols &d equipment te make them accessible to
everyone, or changing the ways we work to make them more inclusive). Tisededeloss

focus of theirarguments demonstratiggentions steeped in a Western gersdl traditionalism

13 There is also relatively little discussion about men in positions of power and high priestigad the idea that
men have these positions because they 6earned6é them t h
hoursrequiredto achieve and maintain them.
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(both institutional and personal) and a perceived historical memory of male pritildgere is

also the implicit preference for an economic system that is fundamentally capitalist and based
exclusivelyonitld e f i ned 0 maue is (mpsily) melaseiredethrough thaewvork and
Aproduct i on, dcarm worktahdether xnpaé falsoar. While there are advocates

within this group for more open emotional spaces for men, and an expanded role for men as

fathers and mentorthese users are generally met witissive agreemehy other user¢e.g.,i |

agree that we should have monpeomem Oyesdaanati
("fyes, men shoul d f eaadthedeminidtsisidoalchbe alloveidan g smwmud @ 4
t h e yEvem yith the small number of advocates for more open roles for men, and the tepid
agreement from the communitie traditionalist undercurrents of gender and capitalist value
orientation within /r/MensRights is enough to situaemion theight. Combine these attributes

with deeply antifeminist discussion and calls for action, and they land on thegtatrfor the

purposes of this chapter.

How Reddit is Involved
Having established both /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill witterspectrum of arfeminist
far-right ideology, we can now consider how reddit enables participation and recruitment to these
groups and provides space for expansion ofidat rhetoric and ideology. As a platform, reddit
builds community for its users a number of important ways: (1) It brings groups together,
either by allowing existing groups with low and geographically dispersed membership to gather
online, or the formation of new groups of kk@nded individuals (the deoupling of shared
experiece from geography); (2) it allows those who would rather be listeners (lurkers)
(Crawford, 2011}o participate passively in group activitigshas an available spectrum of
participation); (3) it acts as a safe haven for otherwise socially contentious groups (a free and
open platform made up of communities of shared interest); and (4) provides the auspices of a
legitimate and widely used siés a mode of connection (it feels cogent). Each of these
affordances, as imbricated technological infrastructures and human ggeangrdi, 2011)are
significant in the development of flourishing aféminist communities. Having an established

meeting space helps build connection between community members, and allews low

1141 use the term perceived historical memory here because it is questionable (at best) whether this has ever actually
been the case, with considerations of unequal privilege across class (for example) betwees,rhewnelter, an
embedded belief within members of the community that i
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participation and new members of the community to feel like part of the ¢Blaper &

Sharpe, 2020)XCommunity sensibility, or the feeling of being in a group that shares common
characteristics and interests, helps groups better weather challkrgss et al., 2015)and
community participation helps develop social capitaind personal welbeing(Glover, 2016)
Salazai(2018)argued that these concepts of personal and group gain through coynshomuiid

be applied to faright groups, by positing the alight as a community of discourse.

Applying sense of community in leisure literature to subreddit communities helps us to
understand the importance of community in the development and pradifechthe types of
far-right antifeminist ideology we see in /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill. Users, especially new
users in a quarantined community like /r/TheRedPill, seek out these spaces purposefully,
showing an intentional seeking of the communigneents afforded by reddit. But, users come to
reddit for the curated content experie@mssanari, 2015and so it is also possible that the
finding of community is a biproduct of the reddit platform. Regardless of user motivation, these
community el ements, combined wiedsdofuse dndithe 6s co
guastanonymity of users provides space for hate speech, misogyny, and racism to proliferate on
the site(Massanari, 2017 Although much has changed on reddit sindiest introduced an
actionable harassment, bullying, and hate speech content policy in 2015, reddit remains a place

where individuals come to engage in contentious commurtifies.

Recruitment into /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill appears to follow singpeastof
trajectories identified in previous literature on theraht; work that is modelled on theories
developed in the study of terrorism and extremist recruitment. NROD)identifies three
significant phases as individuals move from introductibsocially controversial views to
extreme versions of those views through: normalization, acclimation, and dehumanization. Munn
points out that each individual journey is di
mapped to the start, middleaechd ¢é t hey shoul d not be seen as

|l inear. They may overlap or occur 1 n more cyc

115 Glover, Shinew and Par(2005)define social capita ¢hs corfisequence of investment in and cultivation of

social relationships allowing an individual access to resources that would otherwise be unavailable to him or her

and have linked the development of, and access to, social capital to healtHldoeingg€Glover & Parry, 2008)

118 There are signs that this may be slowing as reddit has moved in significant ways to limit hate speech and
harassment on the pl atf or m.gonR sothe sighificant révisionassneeretober pol i cvy
2019 that have resulted in the banning of a large number of communities, including /r/The_Donald, and

/r/IGenderCritical, and significant changes to what the site deems harassing bef#eliou2020; u/spez, 2020)
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phases, para. 1). Described by Munndés partici
andinternalization comes when the individual is repeatedly exposed to content that, while
problematic, does not push the user away. Through this repeated exposure, the user becomes
acclimated to the content, opening them up to more radical notions thraatbleraound of

normalization. Through this process, users move slowly toward ideological extremes, and other

forms of (often more radical) content.

We can see a simplified version of this pr
/r/MensRights content is westricted on reddit, and so it occasionally makes its way into the
Ir/all feed, or the suggested subreddits of users. With31i000 memberat the end of August
2021, participants are active in many parts of reddit, and other users are likely etgposed
/r/MensRights content through their comments, user pages, and post histories. Joining
/r/MensRights is relatively straightforward. /r/TheRedPill has a different path, as content from
the subreddit no longer appears for 1sapscribed users since beingagantined in 2018. Users
new to the group posfuarantine cannot be directed there via a search or through their
aggregated feed, and must know about the subreddit to find it and participate. Most often, this
happens through users on other subredditdilikensRights. Other than having predominantly
male users, the closest connection between /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill is their disdain for
feminism and feminists. For the /r/MensRights users who believe that feminism has disrupted
naturalorder and herarchy between men and women, allusions to the Red Pill ideology are
enticing, and they are likely to follow other users to Red Pill communities, and potentially

beyond.

Why this all matters
The combination of t he u selowdsexposuoeitdcontent,theo spec
sense of community within indivi-dtehdsedsubgr oup
sorting mechanisms, and the permissive orientation of the platform to many kinds of speech,
makes reddit an ideal platform for sustaghundercurrents of masculinist faght ideology, and
socialising new users to @EHBEpelinetaestemisnbend gr ou
mends rights communities on reddit have both
initiates, and deeper, more intense discussion spaces as breeding grounds for more radical action
and thought. Where [/ r/ Mens Riegi#l sosial duleordieating e s e x
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and provides examples of popular cul tur al A mi
selfevident and instead engages in a type of male superiority and/or supremacisezoalo

warfare where women are to be treated asbordinated class in all aspects of life. While it is

possible to move directly to the extremes of ideological thought and action relatively quickly
(e.g. going full Aired pill o or becoming a mis
far mae likely to move through more socially palatable (mainstream) critiques and ideological
standpoints before committing to strong extremist viewpgMWtan, 2019; Walklate & Mythen,

2018) In this example, finding /r/MensRights, then moving on to /r/TheRedPill demonstrates the
process of small steps in moving from a kind
/r/MensRights to an overt kind of malememacy in /r/'TheRedPill. Reddit provides the type of
scaffolded affordances required to carry new users into problematic ideological spaces and to
mobilize misogyny. How and how often this process might play out on reddit merits further

research attentio

If we can demonstrate the same kinds of inééerential community patterns within
mends gr oups irigheidedlogital devdlopment, then Weacan conclude that
similar types ofadicalizationsare occurring!’ Indeed, acts such as the mer of Daniel
Anderl, son of New Jersey U.S. federal judge Esther Salas by Roy Den Ho(ldaderth et
al., 2020; Marcotte, 2020demonstrate that one end point of the ideological progression within
mends groups i s the murder of those who oppos
several federal lawsuita the U.S. alleging discrimination against men, and was a known
s r i g h(Mascbtte, 2020, paradl)Vbile dcts of giolence like Den
Hol |l ander s, or tplocaimedinca Alak Miaassiad i Tologto, Gamddd

(Humphreys & Edmiston, 2018)e often positioned in the media as lone wolf attacks or

i" men

stochastic terrorism, they | i nkapbhemarenontbati nv ol
demonstratethe interconnectedness of these misogynist muf@éBsanco, 2020; Marcotte,

20200Thi s should alarm us! While discussions wi
men and mascuiity within modern (Western) society, they also push users to the ideological
rightandfarr i ght . Thi s should be frightening, and p

17 This type of data collection is possible, butiiuld require a sophisticated set of data scrapes that included user
data including posts and comments (available with the propetid&ld scripts) as well as their subscribed feeds,
reading, and posting patterns (likely only available to reddit).
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demonstrated the ability to act on their feelings about gender and the socialitrdgolence

(C. N. Baker, 2020; Humphrey& Edmiston, 2018; Nasser, 2020; Scaptura & Boyle, 2020)

Perhaps even more insidious is their less overt, andviotent push back against cultural and

social justice movements. The embeddedness efcdexand gender traditionalism seen across
themendés rights movement (overtly in places 1ik
/r/MensRights), places them limckstepwith other fafright groups, while the absence of the

same types of overt or obsessive racism or nationalism sets them apart

The progress achieved by feminism is seen as an affront to male power and a devolution
of the social order by the men in these groups, and the outcome of that feeling is a sense of
grievance that has active and daily repercussions in oty (Manne, 202Q)Posts from
Ir/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill link to outside news content and blogs, YouTube videos, other
forum platforms, andontain millions of words of topic comments and discussidhesheer
volume of i nformati on and reupmtiooand cdorreatisgesakes mp ar e d
this rhetoric seem like se#fvident truth much like content that suppodsnspiracy
theories/groups like QAnofAliapoulios et al., 2021)n many casesese outside links and
comments direct the user further to the right, and deeper into the cultural and ideological
spectrum of mendés group participation discuss
encourage this aggregation of content and createséd ideological pathways that carry

information and users toward more radical viewpoints.
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7 : Application of a Digital Ethnographic Assemblage TheoryMethod i
the Research Technoassemblage

Becoming Disoriented
Having cleaned up the debris left over frdm turricane that is a monthold, | have
taken my tea and my attention to the collection of reddit posts that are the bulk of
empirical materials for my research project. Using laptop and extra screen, wireless
mouse and keyboard, noise cancelling héahes, and a variety of software tools, | read
postsi8that | captured intending to freeze them in time for later analyistaeir
comments, and the comments on comments (figllyeMy workspace, even when it is
Atidyo i s al ways oaxofdnaloguwe amna fligital majeaiaisithatald ¢ h a
contribute to my work. | follow link® other places online. | watch videos, see images, and
read articles of varying quality, washed over by content and a digital ocean of research

data.

Checking my spreadsheet notes and opening my digital notebook, | navigate to the next
post in my series and the familiar image of reddit appears, with the addition of my data
catalogue sidebar (figuré-2). This

post critiques what the author calls

the deep hypocrisy of feminisgrand
links to a YouTube video of a

womerg march protest during the

first wave of the COVIEL9

pandemic. My heart sinks a little

$ when | see that there are over 600

comment$ over 20,000 words.

Figure 7-1: My basement workspaeavith plants for sanity. 10night will be a ongoost analysis.

1181 will use the following terms throughout this paper: Rospiece of content (text, link, image, or video posting)
made by a reddit user that is open to comments; Conintert and link content contributed by reddit user in
response to a post or other coamt) Thread the entirety of a single post and all associated comments.
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Figure 7-2: Screenshot of reddit data captureresearchedigital data notebook

An hour later, | have read hundreds of user comments on all kinds of issues, and | have

just finished a sulthread of comments on comments on comments detailing the problems
brought about by the O6socially accepted prac
Hyper gamy, |l remind myself, iIis the term used
practice of women al ways seeking 6higher st a
overrides O6common sense.® This isuadly common r
seems to come from men who have experienced failed relationships. In this instance it feels
whiny, but it usually does since it is a mechanism for men to blame the failures of their

own relationships (and themselves) on women and bidlogy surprsingly, it is never

their fault.

After noting the discussion on hypergamy in my research notes on screen 2, | return to the
data screen (screen 1) with the intention of
post. The next comment begins an entinely sukthread, and all the reading and long

discussion on hypergamy have taken my attention in many directions. Returning to the data
screen and reading the start of the new | ine
the original post or topic af of this thread how did | get here? This loss of place

happens sometimes, especially in long threads, but | remember it being something vaguely
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anti-feminist, although that could just be the brain fog of reading content from an overtly
and aggressivelgnti-feminist source all evening. Everything here is-&tninist at some

level. But the content of these threads moves and shifts, follows tangents, then (spmetimes
returns to acentral pointi this is a feature of reddit, not a bug. It is like the watea

river spilling over its banks, finding ways to move and pool away from the original path, or
sometimes coming back to rejoin the flow; where the conversation goes @dsays

make sense.

| scroll up through my data image. Just like | would onlingo up through the suthread

| have just finished reading, to the parent comment that started it. Up past that to find its
own parent comment, and the real root of thatgubad. Then up, and up, and up

through all the comments reddit tells me araenmopular and their suthreads, until

finally | get back to the top of the page and the original post. It is indeedeanithist, and

is direct about T7ilrememAehnew. Reonnded @ that, instart © keroll
back down and realise thihave not left myself a note about where | lefi afb trail of
breadcrumbs (digital or otherwise) to help me find my way back through the quagmire of
comments on comments on comments. | do a text search for hypergamy, but there are
enough hits that | gt tired thinking about trying to figure out where to go. | realise | am

exhaustedand | close the post.

| have worked my way through dozens of posts so far in this project, and | have honed my
hardware and software sep to make it as painless as ptsj but today | am defeated

by the fact that things on reddit dondét happ
i mage | samywhereandlicam gome back to it when | have more energy, but

something about this feels like a defeatlcoudlea s omehow preventedé

When | decided to research n@erights groups on reddit, | did so because | thought it would be
interesting and that there was something to say about the discourses of masculinity that are
happening within these groupo put bouna@ries ormy ethnographic project chose two

online communities (the sutdbmmunities of /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill of the website
reddit.com)and set out to capture the essence of their discourses through the content of their
posts and the words their comments. | chose two communities rather than one because |

though a contrast between two groups would be a good way to make the discourses of
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masculinity that | wuncovered feel more real,
groups, althoughften lumped together, have some important and tangible differences. | thought

it would be easy too why not do research on the internet, in a place that | already spend time?

It seemed manageable and correct to pluck from the vast compendium of plost®in
communities, enough material to speak with some authority about the natures and affects of the
groups, and get a sense of their prevailing discourses and narratives. | did that, and | have written
about these communities as enpgints and bastionsf far-right ideological positions
(Cousineau, 2021aand explored the gendered configurations of practices that are at play among
their membergCousineau, 2021bBut the process of doing research in this way, meaning using
the tools and approaches | honedhdagualitative research offline, left me with questions that
were not easily answered by the approaches to digital ethnography | used to build my project,
and the humanist focus on user confténtused in my research.

My research project was grounded in humanist qualitative inquiry; focused on the
i ndividuals and discourses of reddit communi't
constructi oni Berbaw, 2015, p.80notl algiiregg ban ont ol ogi cal
privilege[s] hierarchies associatediwhuman dominance, supremacy, and agency as sites and
sour ces o(Rose&ké&nlohmsiom 2P20, p. 43Because of these orépistemological and
theoretical foundations, the research focused on thé4gemerated by the reddit users | chose
tostudyit he 6évoicesd of the Opeople.d By drawing
capture, | succumb to what Buscher, Urry, and Witchger caiténeptation to hold down and
dissect phenomenato stjud t h(200ipp. 1) and conclude, before beginning, that the proper
way to Aknowod these communities i srpretaionofugh t h
them. Moments of loss and feelings of failure like the one described in the opening of this paper
- realisations about the firstrder role technology plays in how | experience research content
call these ways of knowing into question. Tlaeg small ruptures in a seemingly straightforward

process of doing qualitative research online with significant consequences.

119 Content here refers to the digital materials (text, links, etc) that appear on reddit brought by, or written by, users.
120Texts is used here is the broader definition of cultuetist since reddit users in my communities of study

include images, video, and links to other sites within their posts, but even these are made up of mostly text (i.e.,
words on the page), so generally my references to text throughout the rest of theriptarafier to that more

specific understanding of words on the page.
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The feeling of being lost | describe to open this paper happened more than once. The
repetition of events like this during mysesarch endeavor pushed me to think in different ways
about the constituents of online communities, and the discourses they create and consume. It
became clear that technologies are essential to what we see, capture, and study as researchers
online beyondheir role as vessels for digital data, and contribute a dgptabonent o L awod s
(2004)discussion on the messiness of social research. My disorientation is not simply a matter of
losing my place in a huge collection of digital ethnographic data (this is the plight of all
ethnographic research), but a reflection ofrtlessiness of webased inquiry and how digital
ethnographic research design is contingent and must be dyfRinkcet al., 2016; Pt &

Pink,2012) The messiness of my research space i s i
programmed methods of sortiagd resortingcontent, how | choose to access the site, and a
user interface that pushes users toward the newesirarsti populedcontent.

All research spaces are in some ways contingent, and digital ethnographic work requires
that we address these contingencies in nuanced ways. What | identify as important as a
researcher is always contingent on my relationship to the reseah @ositionality), but
digital ethnographic work is doubly influenced by familiarity with the technology, and
willingness/ability to engage with those technologies in different ways. The importance of
familiarity and engagement goes beyond simply beagpble of using a computer to access the
internet, and involves important considerations about where and how data will be collected and
analysed. The data | collect in a digital ethnography of reddit is contingent on how users interact
with the site, ands influenced by their positionality, current state of mind, and ability; elements
t hat are themselves culturally and socially ¢
programming have specific considerations that are themselves changed by the hasdd/tve
access them. It is all very complicated and mélsaw, 2004) and eaclof these elements are so
interconnected that none can be removed without changing everything. Thinking of research
spaces as hypeomplex matrices is not new, but repositioning our research to include or focus
on digitality adds layers and tangents thratrsuanced and specific enough that more
interrogation is needed on how experienced researchers might acknowledge and address them.

The intended audience for this paper is those researchers who are familiar with the

complexities of thoughtful and conteraive qualitative work, but are less familiar with the
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ways digitality and digital research spae#fsct these welknown considerations. In this work |

will explore how, in looking for a useful way to think through the challenges of my own digital

ethnog aphi c research, | came to rest with Del eu:
make manageable thinking through digitality in qualitative research. Using my experience from a
large digital ethnographic project, | present assemblage in digital etpiygas a theory

method that can help us work through the challenges that continue to present themselves for

researchers in dynamic digital landscapes.

| will describe my use of digital ethnographic methods, the ruptures | encountered, and
the ways thinkig about assemblage helped me move forward when | felt disoriented and
di scouraged through the research process. I w
assemblage as useful in thinking through the complexity of digital research, and | will discuss
three important ways a digital ethnographic assemblage theettyod can shape research
approaches: technology (hardware and software) as a critical part of assemblage in digital

research; perspectives on linearity and time; and ways of engaging undénsboigth expertise.

Di gital Et hnographic Methods and the C
The ethnographic project that brought about my thinking through thmeetiyod combined long
term community observation with systematic data collection in the fofall epage captures
and occurred over multiple years. Observation, for the purposes of the project, took place over
two years, and systematic page capture over three months, capturing roughly 500 posts and over
23,000 individual posts and comments. Thst®n explores the complexities of online
ethnographic listening and data capture as | encountered them, then discusses how navigating

these difficult spaces | ed coneeptabesembtagei ty and D

Complexities ofListening

Observation in my communities was conducted using what Kate Cra(2f@td)calls online

|l i stening, a fiprattone obligatmanyandopaeti ci
involvement is not as a voice, but rather as a silent participant. Listeners are integral parts of

online communities and are the consumers of content produced by relatively few very active,

conten creating users. Prior to listening, this type of participation was often called lurking, and

the term/ designation for wusers carried with i

little value to online communities, if not actingasanactivd r ai n o n(Ctawfad, r gr owt
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2011, p. 527)The lurker, then, can be seen as passive and uninvolvedotadeal member of

the community. This has certainly been the case in discussions of lurking as or within

ethnographic practice. Beauli€2004)suggested that, whileiking might provide some
advantages, such as unobtrusive observation,
probably does not quite mapo the s aSomootemy as
(2012)andVaris(2015) e cho Beaul i euds critique, wusing the
positionality. Il n the many years since these
theinterfaces of social media like reddit have changed significantly. The number of reported

active users and page views vastly outnumber the content being posted, and this calls into

guestion whether these critiques can still apply. | was aesgarchingistener for many years.

The reliance on the idea of contribution through posting, commenting, and otherwise
visible means of online activity limits the ways that we can understand online participation,
erases the contributions of members of communitiesménpnot postor comment regularly,
and drastically limits potential for research. In tmsdalitywh er e fAspeaki ng tr ump
(Molina, 2017, p. 112)the expression of the written word, posted comment, or linked media
takes precedence over the consumption of that media and the experience of the reader/watcher. It
is also potentially at odds with the applion of traditional anthropological theory to cyberspace
(Nardi, 1996) and the delineation and purposeful construction of a field site as a network
(Burrell, 2009) in that it erases the contributions (and existence) of members of the community
that are not Oi nt elnhisstate of argsdre invreseanch is padicularky sue afr ¢ h .
reddit users that we might consider Alistener
commentsvote on posts and comments on the site. These votes change the way that content
appears to other useaad hagangible impacts on content visibility as well as ascribing
reputational statusithin the reddit community to those who have posted and/or commented. On
reddit, speaking (through posts and commaatapt the only way to interact or have an iipa
on discourse, and the voting mechanism foarkey way thamembers are disciplined or
affirmed by the communityThe decision between listening and contributing content is clearly
epistemologically importar(teander & Mckim, 2003)

Especially in online communities like those | study on reddit, ardynall number of

people contribute content to the group space. In my collected materials from /r/MensRights,
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there were 11,518 total posts and comments. If each of those posts and comments was
contributed by a different user from the 264 %6Members othe community, that is just over

four percent. While this sample is from a small number of the total posts in the community, the
four percent assumes each contribution in the data comes from a unique individual, ignoring

repeat commenters or multiple ppsly the same user. This example serves to help us understand

that the number of members of a community who

small. The seemingly small number of contributors from the larger community matches
estimates made by @&wford (2009)and Nonnecke and colleagu®&®nnecke et al., 2004,
Nonnecke & Preece, 2008)at less than ten percent of online community members were content

contributors, meaning that non contgeinerating activity is the norm.

Raher than just taking up space and padding community numbers, then, listeners are an
integral part of the community and formmostcontent consumers. In fact, the content
contributors are dependent on the listening consumer for the success of the cortirauaity
2011) Alt is still (ROR@®thatadassge petcentageioftewedapirterastiors a
with websites, apps and online services are dominated by practices of reading, watching and

guerying that are not explicitly participator

online commuity then, is to be a researcher in the space of the quiet majority. The researcher
experience occurs as analogous to those members who choose not to make their voices (or
keyboards) heard, and makes the concept of multisensory ethnography (where thelresead s
sensual experience beyond the visual [textual] is understood as vital and sig(f#ickn2009)

essential.

But my decision to be a listener was not made for these sophisticated reasons at first
that came later. The justification for listening as digital ethnographic practice came reflexively
and as a reactioto a more significant consideration as | chose to do research on online

communities connected to the-faght & safety!

Menbés rights and ot her menos-rightadeclogyni t i es
(Copland, 2021; Cousineau, 2021a; Koulouris, 2018; Winter, 2@h#)can serve as segments
of what Munn(2019 calls the pipeline to extremism. Active participation in these communities,

121 This was the average number of participants in the community over the period that | collected by data. As of the
writing of this paper, the community has ovdi1®00 members.
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especially as a researcher with social justice and equity orientations, has the potential to subject
the userresearcher to a variety of forms of online harassment and aitemtially dangerous
behaviourgCuevas, 2018; Jhaver et al., 2018; Marwick et al., 2Mg)initial research plan

involved a kind of simple, questidrased agitational involvement in the community to solicit
affirmations and defences of gq@ideologies in the face of equality worldviews. A research
mentor challenged this approach in two ways: (1) it would open me up to the possibility of
attack, even with very careful concealment of my identity; and even more importantly, (2)
manufacturingoutrage in communities already at loggerheads with equity worldviews was likely

unnecessary.

My decision to remain as a content consumer, rather than a content creator, is reflective
of my desire to feel safe as | do this work. | consider the work of exgland illuminating the
discourses of manosphere communities (problematic or otherwise) to be of vital importance, but
in a time where it is possible, reasonable, and there are trustworthy ways to do so without
exposing myself, | have chosen safety asgrosure. In making this decision | consider my own
desires to stay away (at least during the research process) from the brigade of trolls aftxewould
attackers who come together against research and popular media narratives that threaten white,
male, hegmonic powefCuevas, 2018; Hodge & Hallgrimsdottir, 2019; Tang & Fox, 2@k0)
well as my younghild and partner who do not deserve to be engaged by online harassers. While
it is possible that this exposure to harassment and trolls may come after publication, the context
is different; the project is done, the ways that | write myself at risk atehposand the
responses are reactionary so | can be better pre(@r&d. Johnson, 200952 In the end, the
decision to listen rather than talk during regearch was made to help me feel safe, but as | read
thousands of anfeminist, soft misogynist, and male supremacist comments, and saw subscriber
numbers climb steadily over time, | began to understand that there were thousands of users who

wereconsutmg t his content and 6l isteningd to these

The important research decision to listen but not speak only showed its full significance
as | considered it reflexively. My considerations had been foremost about safety (of mgself a
my family), but all decisions about researcher engagement have significant and layered

122) jke Johnson(2009) whod6s point was about academic safety but s
a world that is not safe for members of many comnesite.g., LGBTQ+, BIPoC) to encounter our writings that
make us vulnerable in a variety of ways is easier later.
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consequences. If, as a researcher online | see only those users who contribute content, and |
explore only that contributed content and the users who produce it,ahehkely ignoring a

vast swath of community members who are essen
away that | am unfamiliar with how many online communities operate. The post highlighted in

the opening vignette, for example, had hundafdsomments, but it also had over 2,000 positive

votes at the time of capture, meaning that at minimum 1,400 more users engaged with the

content without speaking. These are elements that matter and that, again, | only came to realise

reflexively through malysis.

Complexities of Capturing

The second part of data collection was the systematic capture of full posts (including original
post content, linked media, and all comments from the threads) over the course of three months.
Three times per week, thevéi most popular and five most controver&ihreads from both
/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill were captured usingvielbsite screen capturing software and
saved as image files. The resulting 510 threads were individually reviewed and analysed,
examinirg the prevailing discourses within the communities, and in particular the discourses of

masculinity that were at work.

The decision to save as image files was made because of the desire to be able to (re)view
the website content at another time, as it arashe day of capturé*!?°> Saving the entire page
as an image was a pragmatic way to control a dynamic research space by holding the community
and its discourses as a series of snapshots. With these snapshots | was able to pick up my
analysis at any timeand maintain a data set that always held the tim@&h moment described

above, as it appeared on the days it was captured.

An unintended consequence of freezing dyna
d o w(Bascher et al., 2011)s that it can prevent us from having to account for changes
between threads over time. | can speak about the discourses present in the thread when | capture

it, and igrore the potential for the significant discussions within that thread to change focus after

123 This was determined by the reddit sorting algorithms, not by me, and it subject to the kind of complicated, black
boxed calculations that gnto post sorting for users on reddit.

124 A workable option to save as PDF files was not available at the time.

125 As a note to transparency, this systematic data was collected while | was on parental leave and served as a kind of
brain break from the rige of new parenthood. Thorough analysis of the captures was not completed until my return

to work.
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data collection was complete. On reddit, where the time a post spends as a most popular post
(e.g,on the oO0front paged) i s fdssmoaspermweekrarely en mul t
captured the same post twice. While this was not part of my decrsaking process when |

chose fullpage capture, it speaks to the importance of the temporality of data in digital research
(Cousineau et al., 201,9nd how the research data and outputs are the result of choices and the
researcherds own f i | itheresearcleltisabkvays dtthecentres i mp|l e ¢
implicated n every aspect of the projg&ullion, 2018) When revisiting threads several months

after data collectiorsome had more comments, some were deleted, and none appeared in the

most popular or most engagedth posts in either community. Unwittingly, by choosing to

capture threads in this way and subsequently contrasting them with live versions during analysis,

| had encountered a negotiation of temporality not anticipated when | designed my research, but

that was clearly important and has the potential to have signiéffants on research findings

and process.

Exposing complexity and following curiosity

So far, | have described ways that | encountered unanticipated factors of complexity as | moved
through data collection and analysis for this research project. The act of being disoriented in the
data as described in the opening vignette illustrates thasénenierfac&®is an important part

of the way that users (and researchers) take in information, discourses, and ideologies presented

in reddit threads. Choosing to listen rather than speak in these communities, and my subsequent
justification of that deision as methodologically appropriate, continues discussions about what

we might mean by O6participantd in digital et h
researchers about understanding involvement, methodological procedure, and famittarity w
communities studied. The ability and choice to capture and freeze internet spaces, then return to
them later highlights how my own filteshapedata and whdtdecidei s 6i mport ant & wk
discuss community discourses. These are all issues addasgsad of the crisis of

representatio(Marcus & Fischer,1999) They i1l 1l ustrate fAthe uncert

126 The user interface ihe part of the computer system that enables interaction and serves as a bridge between users
and the systerfD. L. Stone et al2005) The way it is used here is mean to represent the means of interaction that

the user has with the website and website consert what is permitted and limitéarough the visual, clickable,

readable presentation wkbsite content-or many users, especially when interacting witernet platforms, the
interfacerepresents their entire experieneith the systenfConstantine & Lockwood, 1999&nd they are ignorant

to the ways thatompanies manage, maintain, and influence information gifrthose interfaces.
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sciences. . . aris[ing] from the (noncontroversial) claim that no interpretative account can ever
directly or compl et e (Sghwandt,2@14, p.d38prbughtvitadtheecalp er i e n
of digital inquiry. Like all (qualitative) inquiry, what we see as data in online research, and why

we choose certain means of capturing data are telling of how (or if) we are engaged with the
complexities and challenges of the onlingissnment. Our acceptance that all accounts, even of
digital data that we can freeze and examine o
a particular scholar who comes from a particular standpoint and who wants to advance

knowingly orunknow ngl y a par t i c (Ramyr& Jahmsons2007,prlalant er est «

essential part of doing trustworthy science.

Even as each of the small bits of theory I
of a single method, the discursive structures of one disciplagryp r o a c h [ and] what
(Kincheloe, 2011, p. 179he bricolag€Denzin & Lincoln, 2017) have created as | work
through the challenges of my research is reactionary. It is afacdtied way to address
difficulty and conplexities that | encounter in research on digital communities. A more efficient,
and perhaps more fruitful approach in seeking to illuminate and examine online communities,
would be to proactively think through some of the principal hazards of undertagitag
research. Having, along with a set of signposts to indicate where these new challenges are likely
to hide, a theoretical scaffold to address and work through these intimidating complexities would
provide tools for that proactive approach. For a tealyelp consider the complexity and draw
boundaries | tur n (2004)chbnedptofasgeablager d Guatt ari 0s

Del euze an ConGptafddsanblagé and its Utilityin Thinking
Through Digital Research

| come to use Deleuze and Guattari 6s assembl a
masculinities theory, and especgyalhe work of Anna HickeyMoody. In her workDeleuze and
Masculinity(2019) Hickey-Moody uses the Deleuzian concepts of affect and assemblhagipto
rethink Athe terms on which masculinity is co
gender and analysing masculinity in terms of
that the term assembl agttxtdndhghlightsshetacithatdlle 1 mpor
acts/objects/bodies are, in fact, assemblages themselves axtkaitons of conteas much as

they can also be singularized and seen to hayv
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In sketching out how &ct and assemblage can reconstitute masculinities theory, the interplay
between the singular/individual, the mulariate assemblage, and context becomes the only way
available to (re)consider any individual outcome. So, nothing can be just the sihgatarse

the singular can never exist in isolation, but can only exist in alalagsging collections of

other thingd the singular is relative and contingent. So how we see and understand masculinity
for any given person at any given time, is contingentonly on their person

(body/representation), but on the secidtural moorings that tell us what masculinity should be
(e.g., hegemonic masculinity), and our own personal relationships to both the body and the

sociccultural.

If we are willing to sedligital landscapes, and therefore digital research as assemblage, it
provides a way of thinking with complexity and to acknowledge its influence the same way that
it can for masculinities. Assemblage becomes a point of reference that permits the regearcher
set an o6aestheticd boundarnfitnospace andotdme
time-l i mited object for contemplationo (Marcus &
mess of sociality and di gomthafactthaythey Viovkliogesher uni t
as a whol e t o (Feely,@2€ p.17)0 met milmgpivs t he researc
emergence, hetegoe nei ty, the decentred and the ephemer
context manageable. Assemblage is simultaneously structured and loose, and must be employed
with balance and tension between the maintenance of that structure for analyses and th
consistent ability to chand8uchanan, 2021; Marcus & Saka, 2008)itting assemblage to
work with digital ethnographic methodben, is a way to draw a kind of permeable boundary
around part of the infinite complexity in online research, specific to the area we plan to study; a
way to render it digestible. In doing the work of delineating the boundary, we also acknowledge
what wehave left outside of the line exists, and can have influence on the area that wie study
t hat fAa focus upon obj ec{Burkk 2018 p.d0Lkeadl a negl ec
research, research assemblages are political, in that they are constructed around the researcher
and their positionalityNail, 2017)

The work of acknowledging complexity, boundary setting, and structuration in
assemblage is done through what Deleuze and Guattari call processes of deterritorialization and

reterritorialization. A central axis of assemblage (along with the material/exg)ess

188



deterritorialization and reterritorialization serve to destabilize and hold together assemblages as

they mutate, breakp, and transfornMuller, 2015) @At endenci es toward cha
(Adkins, 2015,p.49) ATerritory, 20k phasna Buvhbhanorder
sustained by a refr ai nniakirfgpa.rituaBd et of hahits tliabemiped a c t |
peopl e, ani mal gHickey-Mobdy,i20l9, p. 15)This ratheahermetic concept

can be explained in a simple way using an apple.

When an apple grows ortree, it is territorialized on the tree. When | pick the apple, |
deterritorialize the apple. At the same time, | also reterritorialize the apple by eating it
or placing it in a fruit bowl. Of course, the process of de/reterritorialization extends
infinitely in every direction. The apple only grows on the tree insofar as it is able to
deterritorialize nutrients from the soil, energy from the sun, and pollen carried by
insects and the wind. Each of these (soil, sun, insects) is in turn caught up in a process
of de/reterritorialization(Adkins, 2A.5, p. 49)

So, in the context of digital research, we can understand deterritorialization as the process
of breaking down existing categories that make elements seem disconnected and easier to ignore
(e.g., technological infrastructure as separate @aejpiendent from user texts).-Re
territorialization is then the creation of new refrains, new assemblagestisderthe
essentialness of, for example, technological hardware in the production of digital discourses that
we consume for research. The prexef de and restructuring is essential to the utility of
assemblage in its work with digital ethnography, as it always already pushes the researcher to
consider a panoramic view of the rhizome that will contribute the constituents of the research.
Thehi zome being a het er ogen o-axsstwiuohaanothériboti ty wh
without [specific] structure. Any specific st
structuration or wuni fi-cadiimngmd obkcyHakands2EB mpiaf iresrsau
39). It is the everything, and demonstrates the-limgar connetions of known and unknown

actors.

Assemblage can also help the researcher to do the work of challenging the concept of
subjectivity as they approach engagemeint with

I am not a men 0 s herentthet @l ideatogyi for exarnplere canretbe a d

separated from the network, technological infrastructures that connect us, epcdal

189



constructs that make up our study spaces. This enmeshment serves to solidify previous

arguments about thietersubjectivity of the researcher and resear¢Bedbary, 2015; Rose &

Johnson, 202Q) i t Khamapist and relational politics of assemblages disrupt the
dichotomies of inside and out s(Ghdddousi&kagd, and o
2020,p.5) Ghoddousi and P a g areadgeridting subject of siudyad,gh er t h
individual human or political entities), assemblage theory foregrounds open multiplicities of

relations that c(pB)stitute the subject(s)o

Assemblage as TheorsMethod: Applications for Digital Ethnography
Ther is an existing body of literature that draws lines between ethnography and assemblage
theory, but these works largely address the crisis of representation. Baker and M2GLidDk
provide a good ergeinto this discussion in their call for the integration of ethnography and
assemblage thinking in Australian policy research. They detail four important epistemological
commitments of assemblage thinking (multiplicity, processualityplir, and uncertainty), and
explore how each might be actualised into research methods. The commitment to multiplicity,
for example, is a strategy that helps method to never be locked into a single process or way of
becoming in research outcomes, asmultii ci ty Adi spl ace[s] presumpt
and det e (TnBakera&tMicGuimkp2017, p. 431}t necessarily mainias flexibility. The
commitment to labour acknowledges that assemblages are not accidental, but come together
through the work of (in the case of research
particular conygurationsti negabkb@Eenme2010)gpdléad® mu
as cited in Baker & McGuirk, 2017, p. 432hese acts of reterritorialization are the
ethnographic researcher delineating and rigorously maintaining their area of study, or it is likely
to expand beyond their ability to mangy¢olcott, 2008) Fox and Alldred2018)use Deleuze
and Guattari 0s assemblage (as welDeleuaam affect s
maneuver to deconstruct the micropoliticality of research methods, including ethnography, and
propose ways that those micropolitics could be used to reconstruchpravé methods rather
than discard them. Masi{2014)goes asdr as to propose that assemblage should push us to
rupture the thought of using ethnography (in education) at all, instead moving to a rhizoanalysis
Aconditioned by a reality in which Del euze an
subjectv i tyo (p. 345).
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Specific to digital ethnographic practi€aylor (2009)applies assemblage to game
studi es t h mdngfhe game] aschévedsobjgca s a pl ayf ul artef act
many varying actors and unfolding processes m
the important intersections of user experience and technological affordance connessteesto i
of access, familiarity, and soetechnical engagement with-gpdayers are demonstrated, and
provides a pragmatic way to visualize assemblage through the bounded artefact of player
systemgame interrelation. Duggg@017)questions whether digital ethnography reinforces
problematic binary thinking between digital and real, or whether the practices of digital
et hnography are just the evolution of &édconven
has made everything Aconstituennsidgadonbdfshe of di g
dividing line between digital and real as fuzzy, perforated, or dissolving is important, but in the
case of developing research in digital landscapes, would ignore the unique and significant
differences presented by digital communitigs. Setg2020)positions digital ethnography as a
methodological assemblage insofaritacomes together differently for different researchers and
in different ethnographic arrangements, and where modes of participation can be applied
situationally, contingent on platform and identity. Mgller and Robg@%9) for their part,
suggest that assemblage is an integral part of how we have to view all qualitative methods used
in digital spaces, includingthnography, in order to be able to properly contextualize the
research and give it power. The argument to consider assemblage in qualitative methods is
perhaps the most salient, as it speaks to the need for researchers to do the active work of
reterritoralization when thgengage in research online, but it is also vague in that it provides

little indication about where to look, or how the application of assemblage might be truly helpful.

What these works lack is a set of signposts; suggestions aboutrefesechers might
spend their time and energy as they enter digital reséanclications about how to take a wide
view of the potential constituent parts of their research landscape, deconstruct existing ways of
knowing that exclude certain elementsfrtheir research practice, and construct an area of
study that better reflects the products of their research. The subsections that follow present this
type of signpost through technological complexity, linearity and time, as well as engagement and

familiarity.
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The section on technological complexity lays out how the hidden and (sometimes)
ignored elements of hardware and softwareaésaysimplicated in digital research and its
outcomes, and provides simple examples of how these factors can be congideTedllecting
and analysing digital datd’ It then describes how these factors, especially software, directly
contribute to the types of techisociality that are so interesting about online communities. The
section on linearity and time addresses hiosvability to freeze research spaces in their entirety
means that time operates in different ways, and the assumed linearity in the passage of time is no
longer a given but still a present consideration that must be attended to by the researcher. The
final subsection on framing ways of engagement in digital ethnography through technological
and platform expertise, brings forward how familiarity with the field site (an important part of
ethnographic practice) goes beyond the social space of the commuquigsiion and the virtual
space that community occupies. The technological and platform understandings of the researcher
are essential to the research data and for the analysis of what those data say about community
discourse. In concert with an applieédy of assemblage, and using examples from my own
work on reddit, these points of consideration help to build a useable digital ethnographic
assemblage theoyethod that will serve to construct more robust and trustwittigital

research.

Technologicd Complexity

The consideration oethnology and itsffects on the research process should be a given as we
engage with digital research. Technologicatigdiated layers of complexity that exist
independently and concomitantly with other considerations in qualitative research like
positionality(England, 1994)reflexivity (C. W. bhnson, 2009)and onteepistemological
perspectivdHesseBiber, 2012) However, these technological considenagiare sufficiently
nuanced that they merit recognition and discussion by researchers engaged with digitality, and

can be broken down into two categories: (1) challenges associated with the digital technologies

127 The use of technology and the complexity that comes along with that use is not excleivetwaphic work

that takes place in online spaces and through online interactions. Howhearthe ethnographic project occurs

online,we must contend with theechnological tools of all ethnography (e.g., methods of recording observations,

coding tools, computers for writing, email, ef@)ong withspecificconsiderationge.g.,platform design, interfage

geophysical location, elctha are over and above those of any ethnographic project.

128Rose and Johnsq@020)d escr i be trustworthiness as fAthe systematic
of the researcher, the believability of the findings, and applicability aftees ear ch met hods o (p. 43/
words, what we put in place to ensure that qualitative research is any good.
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themselves across hardware and software(2nithe technesocial considerations that make

digital sociality different from irperson social interactions.

Hardware and Software
The more novel technological challenges for researchers working in digitality come from the

oftenrignored infrastructuraélements of hardware and software. Hardware are the physical items
that you use (computer, keyboard, screen, mobile phone, etc.) to engage with digital data;
software are the instructions that make hardware do the work of digital computing. Even though
hardware are the actual, physical elements of our digital lives and technological interactions,
unless devices or other physitathnological items are expressly part of our inquiry, we tend to
ignore them. But when we do research on digital communitiethandoutputs, hardware can

really matter. Take, for example, how the researcher is accessing communities (say desktop,
mobile device, or combination of both) and how that compares to the ways that participants or
community members are accessing conterttil&\tonsiderations like this might seem mundane,

the experience of accessing my research site, reddit.com, is different on a desktop device than it
is on a mobile device as users see less content at one time, and require more steps to interact with
nonpaost content like the sidebar (figure3). While these differences are always mediated by
software, the physical experiences of working with different hardwares is significant (e.g., using
a touch keyboard on the small screen of your phone is very difteenusing the keyboard at

your PC). If we accept that changes in physical user experience will change how users act, react,
and participate (something we accept to be true ofdigital experiences), we must

acknowledge that our own means of accessimpamalysing online communities have

significant impacts on our research.

Looking even deeper, the physical items the user (or researcher) can touch are only the
surface | ayer of har dwa2085)calldonincreasedlioous anthe | i k e
elements of the media network infrastructure that we often take for granted. Parks suggests that
we should consider all the digital intermediariesnsetn the researcher and the user (an
unknown number of servers, switches, routers, packets, cables, wireless signals, processors, and
more), at least in theory and concept, as those pieces of infrastructure and how they function (or

donot) have significahimpacts on the user and researcher.
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Figure 7-3: Screen captures of desktop version (left) and mobile version (right) of the reddit landing\tag&1,
2021.

In this discussion | have (so far) onlggsively included software considerations, where
software are sets of instruction that make ha
world, especially the global networked digital world, controls what you see, and the processes
that occur behind #t scene in providingpecificuser experiences. In the case of online social
platforms like reddit, software sets boundaries and makes decisions about who sees what on the
site. But software does not appear out of nowhere, and the people who buildes{iityariting
code) leave something of themselves behind; their motivations or biases influence design and
decisionmaking(Breland, 2017; Lo, 2016Knowing that the creators of digital worlds write
themselves into their code adds a dizzying rset@al aspect to thinking about software in
gualitative research. Not only do we need to consider the software used in our digital research
and research sites themselves as constituents and active inffueinessearch data, in some
cases the person behind the code is so deeply entrenched in the software product that they
become an object of interest as we explore the digital expelieade2016) If the
developer/coder works for an organization (like reddit), then the politics of the organization are
also in play insofar as our considerations of influence on our(Natae, 2018b)For example,
reddit (the company) decides what content is shown on the site and how it is displayed and
organked. Reddit in 2010 was very different (more racist, violent, hateful) than reddit today

(although some of those issues persist), and these changes have much to do with investment
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capital and potential profit margiisleedleman, 2021ot the social good. This line of

reasoning could reasonably continue toward the abstract.

Turning away from the metsocial to the technical, not all platforms are designed for
easy, mass consumption like reddit or Facebtiagk possible that the researcher may require
specialized knowledge about how to interact, or even access certain comniuhisesas
certainly the case in préand early) internet digital ethnographic wdekg. Nardi, 1996;
Rheingold, 1993)and continues with, for example, ethnographies of the darK@ei, 2016)

The examples above illustrate the sigrafice of considering hardware and software in
digital ethnographic research, but they are
platforms. | see two significant reasons for this omission: invisibility and ignorance. The first,
invisibility, comesfrom these technological elements serving as infrastructures for digital
experience, and therefore are fiby definitio
w o r (Star, 1999, p. 380)ike other infrastructures we use them without thinking about them
At urn on f&triek of vateramrdtyou LUse a vast infrastructure of plumbing and water
regulationo (p. 380). The second contributo
you do not know about the complicated water infrastructure that allows you to feversang

water in your homé?°then you will not consider these things when getting your drink.

The same concepts are true of digital infrastructures and digital resaefycu do not
know about the impacts and interplays of hardware and software on user experience, then you
will omit these important considerations. As digital infrastructuresivirare and software are
territorialized through invisibility and foreignness as inconsequential, yet their enormous
influence on users and researchers demands that we cross this artificial line and include them in
our research planning and analysis. Tohds k suggest working outward from your platform of
choice, so if you choose to examine Twitter, or Faceboaledalit in your research, make sure
that you are familiar with that platform before you build your research plan. Doing so ensures
that you aree-coding, for example, the software affordances (or what Twitter/Facebook/reddit
allows you to do) into your research plan. In my own research, although | was familiar with

reddit before | began, spending time exploring the default and optional sortihgmsmns built

2Just a note that not everyone (even in fiadvancedo
especially indigenous communities.
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into the platform would have helped me make more informed decisions about whictheyays
would be valuable to my inquiry. While sorting by popular and controversial worked for me in
the end, it required working around a change in the ptatfbat eliminated controversial sorting
by default. The process of deterritorializing digital infrastructures requires a kind-pfgpeet
labour on the part of the researcteeunderstand how elements might be incorporated into the
digital ethnograptu assemblage. But this labour is necessarily fruitful as it generates more
fulsome arguments about the tecksaziality of digital spaces that we explore in digital
ethnography.

TechnoSociality

Deeply connected to the hardware and
software considerations | have explained
above are technsocial considerations, or

issues of internet sociality that are mostly

unigue to digital research and its

participants. The most common of these

considerationsfasociality, especially in

online communities like reddit that functior
with layers of quasanonymity for their
userg(Carlson & Cousineau, 2020;
Richterich, 2014)is user identity. The

dated, but still ude u | me me O N

youdbre a dog on74ih e

O bbe Interncl, mebady dweses yoorre waleg.”

a tonguein-cheek way of explaining that _

Figure 7-4: Dog on the Internet comic/memé® Peter
for the average user (or researcher) it is viSteiner The New Yorkeduly 5, 1993
difficult to know if online user personas are accurate reflections of their offline selvethey if
are even real people at all (e.g., bots). While they are not likely to be dogs, the act of c&ffishing
is common enough online that it has received extensive academic and popular media attention.
Users online can obfuscate their identities in wags &lne impossible when connecting offline,

and so this uncertainty of user representation is a factor in research dewagiog. To

130 Catfishing is the purposeful misrepresentation by a user in order to deceive another, often done fiexthef con
luring or coercing someone else into compromising or embarrassing situagomegner et al., 2019)
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complicate (or perhaps uncomplicate) this fur
representation is a nassue for thestudy of online communities and users, because what

happens in the community is true and accurate representation of its members. If this is the case,
then i ssues of offline/online i dentity congru
Consideringvirtual identities as truly constituent or representative of fulsome personal identity is

itself an act of deterritorialization of the idea that the virtual, or online, is somehow set apart

from the fAreal worl do of tallcentrastfoeuser befavicua | | o wi n
reterritorializes online user actions as indicative of the person behind the computer and changes

the ways that techrsociality must be considered as we research online communities

especially if we intend to examine grodigcourse and/or ideology.

The considerations around user identity and representation are just one of the possible
issues of the techrsocial researchers should account for before they enter and study online
communities. Again here, like with hardwaralaoftware considerations, taking a broad view
and making conscious decisions in building a research assemblage is necessary for building

better, more trustworthy digital ethnographic research.

Linearity and Time

The second set of signposts | want to mtevare about the interconnected concepts of linearity

and time. Colloquially, we understand that ot
linear measure that can provide a certain type of context to research data and findings. But
asynchroaous digital spaces (like reddit), where posts are not organized along linear timelines,

makes a linear understanding of time and products of the digital community messy.

Where the ethnography of, for example, a country and western gay bar occursrimeone t
zone and week after week along a linear progression of time, posts, interactions, and discussions
on online platforms (like reddit) have a kind of temporal wigglem. What | mean is that while
threads accumulate content as time passes, theeftsntial nature of that content is not
necessarily linear. How content appears for users (on reddit and many other platforms) is
influenced by when it was posted, but also by user engagement, meaning that the more users
engage with content, the more likélys to appear at the top of the page for other users. The
creation of a notinear feed of posts and information is the sorting algorithm at work, and a

tangible example of the previously discussed pervasive influence of software @edtiors on
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userexperience. In my research, popular posts that appeared in my systematic data collection
were as new as one hour and as old as six days when they appeared in the top five, and
throughout the data collection popular posts were never organized chrondydgyoahen they

were posted. Comments and ghbeads may take place over several hours or days, with
participants in the conversation coming and going or revisiting the conversation at another time.
What makes this different from-jmerson interactions ihat the lapse in time is inconsequential

(at least in the short term) as the conversation exists in a kind of stasis between comments, not
fading, but continuing to exist in the fleeting digital permanence that is online interaction.
Interactions do ndtave to be linear or synchronized on platforms like reddit, as | can comment
on old posts, move to new ones, and back again. Nor do posts have to reflect the newest external
content, and my research often uncovered new conversations (in 2020) abouticksdram

2014 and beforge.g. u/COsml1cB3ar, 2020)

Extending from considerations of the breddwn of linearity in digital research are
considerations of time, and specifically the ability to Zeeentire communities at a moment and
in perpetuity, and to return to that moment as often as desired. Different from the previous
discussion on linearity (a focus on sequence), the ability to freeze time provides a different kind
of ethnographic experieada chance for full experience at any time). The most basic exercises
in ethnographic observation teach woble ethnographers that it is impossible to capture the
complete essence of the research space as too much is happening, too much is changing, and
time passes too quick(yPreissle & Grant, 2004fthnographicappra c hes [1(2009% Pi nk 6's
sensory ethnography and Gutia(2018)diffractive ethnography encourage the researcher to
take in more and see their researchedéhtly, but neither purports to be able to give a full
account of the research space in a given moment. Digital ethnographic practice (in settings of
asynchronous communicatigf can allow this to happen in a limited way dngating a
snapshatbut the alue of that snapshot is contingenthile the snapshot might give us
something frozen in time that can maintain the connections and divstisadrare present at that
time and in that placessemblage thinking should help us understand that it renmaited|
contingentand porousWhat is preserved in the snapsisainique and specific. The reddit

Blsynchronous communication, like chat, or livestreaming makes this more difficult, but not impossible. It is
feasible that the digital ethnograpleeuld capture those interactions as video and watch awdtah them as if
they were live, to attempt a fulsome report of the research space.
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content presented in my research captures comes onto my @er#es tailored content filters

that are constructed through my subscriptions and activity. It is always contingent on the voting
activity of others that influences what content | see in my own Téslconnections and
diversionsto outsidethat are asciated with, but not captured in, mgiapshots are subject to
change at any tim&Vhat | see in snapshots is also contingent on the software that | use to
capture, view, and interact with those snapshitshese connections are part of the matrix of

considerations thaassemblage encourages us to engage with.

When | load a reddit page, for example, even as conversations are happening between
users the page itself is static. Nothing changes while | browse until | either navigate away and
return, or relad the page. As part of data collection, | can capture these static moments, and
reviewing them later shows no change from the oridirtak experience of immersion in the
content remains the sarhi®The ability to freeze time, and if we choose to exertigt ability,
has significant impact on the ethnographic research product and the kind of granularity that can
be applied to analysis. The critique of this approach, this freezing and transposing of time, is that
it captures a static image of a livingrtg), a kind of research taxidermy where the hidden, living
insides of the research space are replaced with static polyester filling. But the asynchronicity of
reddit content means that those moments ofrliees occur between the static moments in time
presented to the user; background, live infrastructural processes that permit and challenge

freezing time.

The deconstruction of a presumptive linearity in digital content and research data, so
understanding that the content we are consuming is not negepsesiénted to us in a linear
way, troubles another assumption about digital data collected over time. It disambiguates digital
content as occurring in a straightforward way, and helps to understand how a researcher might
get disoriented in stacked andgential presentations of that content. Time as an organizing and
predictable way to understand data and experience is then deterritorializedresmlibed as an
important part of the research assemblage. This consideration and reterritorializatioa of ti

allows for non and quaslinear*3 approaches to content because that content is itself quasi

¥Acknowl edging that the researcher is never O0the samed
different ways because of this.

133 Meaning is sometimes linear and sometimes not, and linear presentations do not follow identical tinselines
conversations in comments may take place over several minutes, hours, days, or longer.
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linear. While dislocating time as a central axis of consideration complicates the research
experience (things are easier to keep track of if they are lirtearadlj, it allows for different

kinds of crystallization in analysis and research outcqiiEk#sagson, 2009; Richardson, 2000)

Engagement and Familiarity

The final signposts for consideration in the digital ethnographic assemblage iietbigd begin

the process of metaflection on how elements come togetimeresearch decisiemaking. How

the researcher considers and chooses modes of engagement in the digital ethnographic project,
and how those decisions reflect researcher familiarity with the research site are essential to

making this theosmethod work ad understanding its implications.

If we understand community participation to be contingent on content production and
contribution(Bateman et al., 2011; Lutz & Hoffmann, 2017; Nimrod, 2014gn two things
must be true{1) we limit how we can talk about a community, and who we talk about, based on
those people who écontributed in a certain wa
obligated to contribute to the communities we study, if we are going to approdchdbef
effective community integrat (Wogan, 2094pmi ghgto i mege k
n at (Hastrup, 1990 If, on the other hand, we choose to consider the listener as an essential
and important member of the community (as | did), the ethnographer can be a full community
participant without contributing to the flow of content. Either approach is accepédtblough
the act of listening as ethnographic practice has been slower to find acceptance, especially in
more traditional ethnographic lensi(@ouragh, 2018; Howell, 2017But this decision is not
binary, and there are modes of engagement that fall somewhere between being fully a listener

and a consistent content contributor.

What does it mean as a digital ethnographer of social media spaces if, rather than
producing rw content, we only engage through voting mechanisms (like up and down votes on
reddit, or oOlikingbdb things on Facebook)? What
retweet but never add any created content? These are regular modes atiogstimea in each
of these digital spaces, so what could they mean for digital ethnographers? These questions call
me to think aboutre odi ng what it means to be a o6partici
association what it can mean to do reseandchase same spaces. The process of

deterritorializing the participant/negmarticipant binary (work which is already underway with
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the transition from concepts of lurking to listening), necessarily reconstructs participation as a
spectrum, and provides tpetential to represent more subsets of users in our work. The issues
with this approach are thrdeld, in that: (1) decisions about engagement should not be made
without deep consideration of the implications of that decision (what is gained andiendost

we listen vs. like vs. actively contribute content); (2) each approach requires different kinds of
time commitment; and (3) the quality of data and engagement that a researcher can have in any
participation scenario along the spectrum is contingetit@n familiarity with the platform(s)

they choose as study site(s). The fundamental decision about where you land on thieglisten

produce spectrum has significant ripple effects across the entire project.

While issues one and two have been coverethapterthree issue three deserves some
additional explanation. Each online platform has a different interface, different user affordances,
and different desired user outcomes. The amount of time required to be able to effectively
engage with the platfornand subsequently the subcommunities on that platform, varies. Reddit,
for example, is relatively simple to navigate, and the new (registered) user onboarding starts off
with tailored content from their first visit. However, each-sommunity has its owrules, own
modes of engagement, and own social codes that require time (and reading)(seke&tan
Valkenburgh, 2021)These social codes are items that we need to know and understand
thoroughly enough to be able to conduct trustworthy research. Researcher familiarity with the
platform and communities they choose to study may havéisart impact on where
ethnography begins and the modes of engagement that we choose. It also allows us to
deconstruct participation and add different types of usership and researcher involvement to the
consideration of our research assemblage. As arobszangaging with digital ethnography to
explore discourses of masculinity within /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill, | needed to be
familiar with the specific subreddit techusocial practiceso properly interpret and explore those
discourses. My previousxperience with reddit and both subcommunities meant that my targeted
ethnographic work could begin immediately, and that | could engage with and understand those
discourses from the position of a listener. Someone new to reddit, or even new to these
comnunities would either need to spend a good deal of time familiarizing themselves with the
communities before beginning their targeted work, or would need to recontextualize their
ethnography to incorporate the learning about the community and the affardémice reddit

platform. This is the same type of decisimaking about digital ethnographic projects
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encountered by researchers like Hg011) who had to spend many months as a player of

Worl d of Warcraft before he was ready to enga
to help researchers think through decisions in building a research program through assemblage,
rather han inpost hoganic.

The Bounding of the Digital Ethnographic Assemblage TheorMethod i the
Research Technoassemblage

The work of robust, trustworthy research design is never simple, and acts of consciously
recognizing the complexities of research through considerations of positidgaigiand, 1994)
reflexivity (C. W. Johnson, 2009; Pillow, 2003ubjectivity(Davis, 2012; Fullagar, 2008)

power(Arai & Kivel, 2009; Mowatt, 2012)and onteepistemological decisiemaking(Berbary

& Boles, D14)should be consistent elements in that work. But the practice of digital

ethnography, as embedded in digital communities that are contingent on unique elements of
technology and time requires a dedicated approach to addressing complexity befeginwe b

The frontloading of that complexity in research design can come through theory and Deleuze and
Guattari 6s assemblage, as it allows for the r
a research site that is flexible but digestible. Assemlitegmy alone is not productive however,

as it merely allows us to think differently, but using the deterritorialization/reterritorialization

axis of assemblages with the unique elements of digital ethnography, allows us to create theory

method signpostof future research design.

All research begins with an area or community of interest; deciding what to study is the
easy part. What comes next is the O6howé of st
while providing excellent foundational methaalsd methodological considerations, often miss
the important work of individualization and unique consideration required when examining new,
niche, or socially contentious groups. They often lack the necessary nuance required for the
special consideratiorf, for example, a quasinonymous, quadinear, social content
aggregating web community like reddit. The digital ethnographic assemblage theibryd
encourages the type of nuanced thinking needed in these situations, and to do that thinking as
part d the research design process rather than as ways to justify decisions made without proper

consideration or understanding.
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The signposts provided in this paper, considerations of technological complexity,
linearity and time, engagement and familiarity, mant as stopping points and points of
consideration in the process of design. They encourage the researcher to think about (perhaps for
the first time) how each of them has direct and consequential influence on the research process,
data, and outcomesspecially if the considerations are new (and even if they are not),
contemplating them as part of a research assemblage encourages their deterritorialization as
separate and isolated from the digital ethnographic process, and reinscribes them, in iwhole or
part, as direct and agentic elements of digital research. The power of assemblage, beyond
providing a flexible bounded object of consideration, is that it allows for relational and
territorialized elements to have tendencies toward stasis and qAatiges, 2015; T. Baker &
McGuirk, 2017) It means that rather than providing a set of restrictive and prescriptive research
modalities(e.g., Kozinets, 2015}t gives the researcher a series of starting points and new ways

to consider their digital research.

The workin this paper also provides readers of research conducted in the digital new
ways to evaluate that research. It will help those reading and evaluating that research to ask
guestions about the technological positionality of the researchers, and whethevibey
considered the important contribution of technological infrastructures to the research findings. It
will help them ask questions about how the researchers see engagement and time in research, and
hopefully question whether the researchers know amythibout their research space. These are
perhaps the most important contributions of a digital ethnographic assemblagentletioog, in
that they encourage us to push elements of trustworthiness, reflexivity, and deep considerations
of research into thedlatively) new domain of digital inquiry. Through these considerations, we
also contribute to the growing body of work that legitimises and solidifies digital inquiry in our
research toolboxes in an increasingly digital world.

Staying Oriented: Using Guideposts
Having cleaned up the debris left over from the hurricane that ismdrihold, | have
taken my tea and my attention to the collection of reddit posts that are the bulk of
empirical materials for my research project. Using laptop and extra scvaegiess
mouse and keyboard, noise cancelling headphones, aatd software tools to capture,

documentannotate, and copy contehtead postharvested captuing my own version
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of them, their order, comments, and appearance as reddit presemtsamedor later
analysis (figurer-5). Every bit of information contained in my capturesnfluenced byny
userpresence on reddithevoting and commentinactivity of othersthe browser or app |
choose to viewhe content, and the intrgroup policing done by moderators and other
users While | can take in the content and discuss the discourses of a community, that

discussion is always contingent and specific.

My wor kspace, even
Is always a kind of organized chaos

of analogue and digital materials

that all contribute to my work. |

follow links, reaching out from my
home technology through a complex
web of infrastructure, to other places
online.l watch videos, see images,

| and read articles of varying quality,

washed over by content and a digital

Figure 7-5: My basement workspaeavith plants for sanity

ocean of research data.

Checking my spreadsheet notes and opening my digital notebook, | navigate to the next
post in my series and the familiar imagfereddit appears, with the addition of my data
catalogue sidebar (figuré-6). This post critiques what the author calls tieep

hypocrisy of feminisgand links to a YouTube video of a wod@enarch protest during

the first wave of the COVHDR9 pandent. There are over 600 commerjpsobably
someone over 20,000 words)d| knowtherewill be somerepetitionas | work through

the commentsome common refrains (e.g., the ubiquitous-famiinism from all posts in
this communityand a general distairof women) andtangentialdiscussions thawill

draw attention away frorthe original topic. These are all elements at the intersection of
redditdés design t handamr elatse td houw(ang otherlusers)g s
engage with thatlesign.
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Figure 7-6: Screenshot of reddit data captureresearcher digital data notebook.

An hour later, | have read hundreds of user comments on all kinds of issues, and | have

just finished a sulthread of comments on comments on comments detailing the problems

brought about by the 6socially accepted

Hyper gamy,

Il remind myself, is the term

prac
used

practice of womenalwayse e ki ng o6 hi gher statusd partners

overrides 6common sense.® This is a common r

seems to come from men who have experienced failed relationships. In this instance it feels

whiny, but t usually does since it is a mechanism for men to blame the failures of their

own relationships (and themselves) on women and bidlogy surprisingly, it is never

their fault.

After noting the discussion on hypergamy in my research notes on scteetu® to the

data screen

(screen 1) with the intenti

post. The next comment begins an entirely newttmglad, and all the reading and long

discussion on hypergamy have taken my attention in many direcReturning to the data

screen and

reading the start of the new

the original post or topic area of this threachow did | get here? This loss of place

happens sometimes, especially in long threads, tmmémber it being something vaguely

anti-feminist, although that could just be the brain fog of reading content from an overtly
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and aggressively anfeminist source all evening. Everything here is-&tninist at some

level. But the content of thesedhds moves and shifts, follows tangents, then (somgtimes

returns to a focus this is a feature of reddit, not a bug. It is like the water of a river

spilling over its banks, finding ways to move and pool away from the original path, or
sometimescominggbc k t o rejoin the flow; where the co

make sense.

| leave a small annotation on my image to remind me where | |&foo of the benefits

of leveraging my research technoldgyemembering that reddit organizesmments to

reference their parents, not the original pddbme are older and some newer, but that

doesndét really mat tlearoll dpohroughimyadata ilmagenlgdapi ng now
through the sulthread | have just finished reading, to the paremtnment that started it.

Up past that to find its own parent comment, and the real root of thathsedd. Then up,

and up, and up throughll the comments reddit tells me are more popular and thei sub

threads, until finally | get back to the top of thege and the original post. It is indeed

ant-f emi ni st, and i s dir eilremanber oo scatback The wo me
down to my mark and continue reviewing the comments. | am tired (this is a londpbst)

| am almost don€loday | have beerbée to useny research tech and my knowledge of

reddit to keep mgnalysis straight, and now | can sleep.
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8 : Conclusion

| began the process of crafting this dissertation because | wanted to write about men on the
internet, and how they discussed mends i ssues
These communities bothered me on a base level when | encountered themigital activity,

and | wanted to understand why. To do so, | took on digital ethnographic methods and began a
project exploring the discourses of mascul ini
was familiar to me, a place | felt comfortalalled engaged as a user, and a place where | knew |
could find different approaches t(bDWmen, mascu
discourses of masculinity are embedded in the reddit manosphere spaces of /r/MensRights and
Ir/TheRedPill, how dohey compare, and how are these discourses disseminated and monitored

to maintain collective group ideologieafd(2) Whatrole might reddit playthrough

/r/MensRights and /r/TheRedRiih connecting manosphere communitiasd pushing users

toward moreadical viewpoints about gender and power@m asking these questions and doing

the labour of research to answer them, a third important questiergednot about reddit or the
manosphere, but about doing digital research itgdétiatindicators or guideposts would have

been useful as a novice digital qualitative researcher to help me better plan, develop, conduct,

and theorise my digital ethnographic research?

| was interested in investigating a leisure space and area of socialtiotethat
resonated with me on a personal level; not a space where | saw myself as a member necessarily,
but one that was not so far removed from my current positionality that it felt distant and/or
obscure. | have always been interested in spaces whatergpower, privilege, and control
intersect, and the discourses of masculinitie
was an appropriate place to continue that work. | also wanted to contribute to the body of
knowledge on contemporarynm@s r i ght s and manosphere communi
that conceptualizations of masculinities had within these groups, and hopefully better understand
how we might mitigate their aréiquity worldviews. Lastlyl found| had something to say
about dgital methods, digitality, and research in the field of leisure studies. The work in this
dissertation brings together these elements through the theoretical approaches outlined in the
opening chapters, and the manuscripts that discuss gendered cowinguolpractice,

technological affordances for righting groups, and the complexities of doing digitally
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mediated research. The remainder of this chapter summarises the work of thisapibject
discussesvhat inquiry remains unshared remains to be expted from this datdt then
considers notes for leisure scholadditionalitems for future inquiry, antchy challenges and
concerns asdoncludethis research.

Here weare.
The work of thisdissertation i kind of metaassemblage; a collection of gwtted elements
(chapters on theory, method, and manuscrigach themselves an assemblagd¢cted from a
much larger set that made up my researciect(N. J. Fox & Alldred, 2018) That research
prgect is itself an assemblage constructed from the innumerable possibilities in social
interaction. Certain things are included, oth
limited object for contemplation ... with a certain tension, bafagc, and tent ati vene
comes with representing social settings for textual consumflarcus & Saka, 2006, p. 102)
What | have done ithe manuscript portion dhis integrateddissertation is to pull from my
research journey three important elements, and present them in a way that demonstrates to the
reader the granular, soetnltural, and theorynethodological implications of projeciké mine.
The significance of these elements is borne out in the manuscript chapters of this document, each
standing alone but also contributing to a | ar
platformed masculinitieS he order of the manusctgppresented here constrsiatmeta
narrative about my work in a certain place and time, done in a certain way, and densnstrate
how my thinking moved from a focus on granular data, through broader social influences, and

finally to theorylevel methodologial considerations.

The first manuscript chapter (chapterd)Ent i t | ed t o everything re
nothing: 0 Gendered Discourses of Antifeminism
Communities of Rexamhéesheccemplbheentarsmgpcbngrastng discourses
of masculinity at play between /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill. This manuscript explores,
compares, and contrasts three gendered discursive practices manifest in these two reddit
communities. Examining user posts and commuretyegated content, | situate these two
groupso6 claims to antifeminism, fundamental d
leveraging of violence (broadly understood), as overlapping ways of clamaasgulinities

unified within the manosphere but digent between groups. Desplteth being part othe
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manosphere, the ways these two groups express their ideological standpoints and situate
themselves as ideologieafiented communities, set them apart from one andthecritique
extends our knowledgéaut how the masculinities of the manosphere, and their-potiocal

implications, are significant and growing problems as we seek to fashion gusts@ciety.

The second manuscript chapter (chapteii®y, Posi ti ve I dentity for
farrr i ght participation through  Peldsdrontties / r / Mens
established scholarship on afgminist and male supremacist rhetorics intite@nospheréGing
& Siapera, 2019; Gotell & Dutton, 2016; Krendel, 2020; Van Maltkegh, 2021)and the work
of the preceding chapter (chapter 4, this volume3htaw how reddit provides affordané&<or
the development of collectivity and community for people with-normative, antfeminist
ideological valuesThese affordanceare valuable to these men's groupso are adjacent to
the farright for their obsessions with Western gender traditionalisms, and in some cases male
supremacy allowing the proliferation and radicalization of ideas through echo chambered
exposure inlosed communities with limited censorshifhis chapter explores how
/' r/ MensRights and /r/ TheRedPill occupy differ
these communities as part of the ideological r{@uabbio, 1996) and demonstrates
design can make them part of a pipeline pushing commomatybers toward more extreme
views. This chapter does the work of demonstrating that the impacts of misogynist content
extend beyond individuals and individual community discourses, and can leverage platform and
technological affordances to spread througsely connected networks like the manosphere. It
suggests, through this demonstration, that technological affordances should be essential

considerations when researching online communities and their cultural impacts.

The final manuscript chapter (chap8rApplication of a Digital Ethnographic
Assemblage Theotyethodi theResearch Technoassemblagewritten from the lessons |
learned as | worked my way through the research process and the act of digital ethnographic
work on contentious reddit commties. Where chapter four explored the granular data |
collected, chapter five took that data in context with other work on manosphere communities and
began to integrate r edditishodsthe sigeifcdantineplicatignsihat | ¢ on

134 As a reminder, affordands used here to medhe interactions between the objective qualities of a given
technology, and the subjective perception by the individual of the utility of that technology. Affordances, when
understood in this way, are relational and spetifickindof perception of utility(Schrock, 2015)
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come fom the intersections of user, technology, and ideolGbgptersix takes up theory

method to uncover the lessons | learned about elements of technological complexity, time, and
researcher engagement, through my research, analysis, and writing pradesséspter begins

by framing a disorientation in digital ethnographic research that, when considered retroactively
and reflexively, could have begartially mitigated with a better set of

theoretical/methodological guidepodtsiowing about, and thinkinthroughtechnologies and

their contributions to my work, wheffects timehas on datand how it is moderated, and my

own familiarity and means of engagement with digital dagald have muted or eliminated

some of my confusion, and made my research mificent. After explaining the use and value

of Del euze and Gthisschaptatays oitsa callest®reofimngeguenga)

guideposts to help researchers better understand, frame, and doceigmnificant

considerationsf digitality in research. The intended audience for this work of thewthod are
those researchers familiar with the complexities of thoughtful and contemplative qualitative
research, but less familiar with the ways digitality and digital research spaces affect these wel
known considerations. The signposts provided in this chapter are meant as stopping points and
points of consideration in the process of research design. By providing places to stop and
consider, | encourage the researcher to think about (perhaps fostttiene) how each of these
signposts has direct and consequential influence on digitally mediated research processes, data,
and outcomes. For those evaluating research enmeshed with digitality, or using it to learn, the
signposts provide points of codsration of the thoroughness and robustness of that work.

So what?
Taken together, these manuscripts demonstrate the kind of stacked knowledge generation
required to build robust analysis and critiques of digital soaltural spaces especially those
thatdo anttequity work They show how, beginning with observational and forum post data
from individual users, we can build understandings about the discourses and narratives that are
occurring i n fu(rieldinge290)communities masttreésearshers choose not
to research because they are offensive, off putting, or downright Staesylissertation
contributes to the literatures the manosphere, reddit, and leisure stugiewides
methodological insight&and begins to discugsiportant perspectives on the methodological

choicesfor researchera/ho choose a noetraditional path in thir digital ethnographb work.
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The Manosphere

Inquiry on the manosphere has seen an explosion of popuretiity last five years, with that
inquiry focused largely ooommunities like the Red Pill and incéfS As with the initial rush of
academic work @ anysocial phenomenon, much okttesearchn this areas expository and
works to establish the larger cultural positionality of communities like /r/'TheRddRjl]

Dignam & Rohlinger, 2019; Mountford, 2018; Van Valkenburgh, 202§ labour of
illuminating that these communities exias, well aighlighting their discourses and ideologies,
can be tremendously valuable. During tinige-year project, | have lost track of the number of
people who have told me that the existencenisfkind of community was shocking to them. But
they do exist, and we should not be shocked, or even surfressiwork has been done on
comparinggroups within the manosphere, and especially discussing the differences between
these groupéwith notable exceptions, e.g., Ging, 2019)e value bmoving to comparison
after the expository phasethat by understanding difference within the manosphere, we can
expose fractures and discontents that could serve to slow or disfuiw of ideas angeople

between groups.

It is simple enough tdemonstrate waythat /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill
compliment, ceconstruct, and feed one into the other, helping to sustain and grow ideology,
rhetoric, and user numbesn opensearch of /r/MensRighten the live version of reddior
fired pilldc  y ihentdreds of resultgotal unknown because they are shown as infinite scroll)
From my own dataset, examples are easy enoughtofodta k e t he red pil |l anc¢
(/'uHansson2i TLDR | have taken the red pill, and I
(/u/AlpacaPunch2105);6r Fai r bit of war ni ndgillkndwedgg you: once
will never be able to go back to seeing the world as you se& nofv/ u / e.xVhilethis i f f i n)
kind of interreferential connection might seem munddhe rhetoric ofr/TheRedPillis
demonstrably focused on a kind of male supremathsinis meant to recapture or solidify
(certainme n 6 s aver others,e$pecially woméRignam & Rohlinger, 2019; Mountford,
2018; chapter 5, this volumeJontrasteavi t h / r / Men s Ri g h vidimhoamp peal t «

(C. R. Kelly, 2020) therhetoricsof seltdisciplineand appeals to biological imperatives of

1351 am referring specifically to the Red Pill movement more broadly, although there is some research on
/rITheRedPill. Also, misogynist incels would likely resist their inclusion in the manospses®uld other groups
within the manosphere, but their dedication to-&miinism and other ideological positiocgusesne to include
them more often than not.
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superiorityin /r/TheRedPill lend themselves to justificatiaafanale domination and control
(physical, emotional, financial, etc.) of othéragain, especially women.
It really doesn't matter if you see it yet, live long enough and you will, you'll start
naticing more and more "cracks in the matrix."
"The matrix" is a set of gynocentric cultural assumptions that portray arfatsative

that women are "oppressed" (they're not) and that men have it goodrit¢
(/u/DubsPackage/r/MensRight$

Guys posting on here, caring about women, is not out ottiden of TRP. Letting
women control them ig/u/betatest2020/r/TheRedPill)

TRP is Biology- Only the Truth Matters (/u/itiswrlttenr/TheRedPill)
The comparison between these communitdsle interesting on its own, is especially useful
the ways that it can add to discussions about how individuals are radieeilizedinternet
cultures, particularlynale supremacistnd farright spacesRedditaffords users a througput
between ommunities so that, for exampleadingabout he #Acul t ur al assumpt i
the lives of mencan push thenotcontent that helpgnderstand feelirgpf being controlled
(especially by womergs a loss of powegiCornwall, 2016; Manne, 2017)hat same content
might positionpowerasa perceived biological imperative for mérand so a loss of power is not
only a challenge to male entitlemdat R. Kelly, 2020; Manne, 202Mut also an affront to
nature itselfIf the declineof male control is an affront to nagyrthenfeelingsof loss the need
to cast blameand anger over thenacknowledged r i ght 6 t o ®yengnwduldootn wo me n
seemout of step with realityBasu, 2020; Cousineau, 2021c; Ging, 2019b)

Like others who have researched male supremacism befqi@iBranco, 2020; Ebin,
2021; Preston et al., 2021)aise these concerns and highlight these connectioris hea
fearmongerbut to raise the alarmwe should be alarmed by thisWhile violence from
members of the mendés rights or red pill commu
that opens this dissertatiofven with more robust content controls on major dikesreddit,
they (and the internet more broadly) remain places where this type of supremacist and
(potentially) violent ideology takes hold and proliferates. How these groups align with one
another is key to their functioning in the manosphanéit provides a means of organizing and
crosspollination. We can also see how they contribute as groups and a collectiee to

politicisation of antiequity worldviews through prindividualistic and antfeminist action.
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My work also gives more time fo/MensRights,a group that | will describe as less
6excitingo tlikeansoggistmekfar éxangle less radical and less menacing
(although also capable of violenca)MensRights gstrelatively less academic and media
attention The lesser a&ention itreceiveds unsurprising as their violence is less oyand
therefore makes less sellaloleckableconteny, butl think theirmore clandestineiolence
makes them more menacindpoth as a gateway intteeper recesses of male supremacy and far
right ideology (see chapter,@nd as a venue for the public exposure and consumption of the
soft misogyny(J. A. Dunlap, 2016; Manne, 201@dacticed n me n OBwingrlessydditas .
orseenaslesscrazy,alle t he adher ent s domeadddionél accessitg ht s do

space and time

The issues under discussion when we compare /r/MensRights with /r/TheRedPill are
telling of thisdifference in level of public exposure and connection. PogtséTiheRedRl are
dominated by long text posts that are mostly from the minds of the peesonal stories,
advice, questions, social commentary . gRromantiés of the Red Pill: Billy Beta and the
Disney Girb(/JuN a s i | i y Btap givingeaurk,abotithér. ( / u/ TRP _\Whyept er ) ,
women are first and f oickéinmtm\g.Thege postgmasetfarlongb ei ng s
content and a lot of reading, thave little (if any) connection to material from outside the
community Theycreate a kind of selfeferential information networthat is backed uplmost

exclusivelyby the thoughts and feelings of members.

Contrast r / The RedPi | |withpostsnngriMersRightp, the rmaijoritygof
which are linkscontain links or link anddiscussoutside conterite . g. , fAFuture 1 s h
survey [2018] revealed that UK society has a
few respondents assocrag masculinity with positive human traits such as care/ kindness (3%),
respectfulness (1%), honesty (1%) and supportiveness {1¥)s://futuremen.org/futurmen

2018surveyb @ccidehtaime)Ai Educat i on Department Says Scho
Hidden Title IX Training Material$ article linkd  THeAnfredal)ori Bosses gi ve
underperforming female workers kinder but less truthful feedback than men, study reveals OP:

Or fear of afalse allegatiod One has to walk on eggshells when dealing with female

employeesi article linkd ( / u / .Mihatyolthgetghrodigh this comparisonase group

whose arguments seem very much groundedimat is happening in popular culture, the media,

and social life more broadly (/r/MensRights), and another that seems like a group just talking
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amongst themselveshis kind of faux legitimacy basedi exposur e and the Are
interpretations of world events and their meanings notwithstanding for the monadeas the

soft misogyny victimhood signaling, and ability to empathise with the grevgnmore

insidious.My research sheds light on /r/MensRights and hopefully brings it into focus as an
importantand representative group for an important and (sometimes) overlzoged

communitywith tremendous influence on individuals and public policy.

Reddit

Thefindings thatl have presentenh this dissertationwhile specific to the two reddit
communities | studiedgreefe ct i ve representations of mascul.
rights and red pill communitiggiodapp, 2017; Ironwood, 2013)hey alsacontribute to the

small body of literature that discusses a pipeline towasck radical viewpoint@Munn, 2019)%°

that exists in specific and unique ways on refd&mié et al., 2021; Morini et al., 2021

shows a ideological connection that allows users to move between groups relativelyi easily

move that is facilitated by the way that reddit filters and suggests cddsamns see posts from

all (or most) of their subscribed subreddits in their main feed, even when the subreddits have
wildly different user numberand engagemenand therefte post and comment scorésan

individual subredditthe sortingalgorithmsusethe combination of time on site, user votes, user
activity, and other black boxddctorsto push highly activehreads with higher upvote totals to
thetop(whes ort ed by fAhot o of , tlweadsare softed differerttipmyn a u s ¢
personal reddit feed for example, | regularly see posts from /r/MensRagdibreddit that is

much smaller and less active thalaskreddit or other subredditsubscibe ta Theposts | see

from other subredditsftenhaveless time on site, more comments, higkarmatotals but they

are intermixed with content from my smaller subreddit subscribes. The importance of this note is
that it speaks to the tailoring ofrtent to the individual user that reddit dedé®ve and beyond
filtering by hot controversial, or othenetrics. Bcause of that individual useiiloring, once

users start subscribing to content like /r/MensRights and /r/TheRedPill they see moke of it.

users get to see more of this content, they are more likely to buy into the logics presented in that

136 Qutside of the terrorism studies literature that has a longer history of exploring thesmpharandh whichthe
work on farright radicalization is basg@.g., Ganor et al., 2007; Hogg et al., 2008)
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content, and are more likely to travel down the road, in this casgléosupremacist and hard

misogynist rhetoric§Hassan et al., 2018; Ribeiro, Ottoni, et al., 2020)

Reddi t 6s met hod of subscrptioghbutialsoghrotigh the actions arlly u s €
preferences of other usgpsomotes certain kinds of content in certain communities. For
example, in /r/MensRightspntent that revisits and reiteratbs longstanding and mainstay
poi nts of t3$ideelogyreeerdadily upviotgdhand therefore appeasistently at the
top of us ere@esentatores dnsl digcessiogs of feminist irrationality appear over and
over again irmy /r/MensRights hot posisi We | | , | f t hi s wammngandk now mc
body negativity towards women was FROM women, this might be different. And how the fuck is
this not mean? If | said something similar to a woman there would be a huge uproar of feminists
telling me to didagKabmadfter® hodspotrS ofiuSpaGw yt hi s on a r a
page on reddit, and hence | conclude that FEM
(/ulcooltamari 155Karmaatfter 8 houry. These numbers of upvotes are bigf, but they mean
that hundreds of people a@agaging positively vilh the content and pushing it through to the
feeds of those whare community listener€ombinethis with my previous argument about the
inclusion of smaller and less popular subreddit content inagggegatedeeds and you get a
throughput from reddit thatould be interpreted as promoting certain content (in this case
contertious male supremacist mt@nt) more thaomthers.This process is true of all subreddits and

redditfeeds unlesssersc hange the default sorting mechanis

The presentation of content that is more nigike /r/MensRights) alongside more
generally ppularcontent in a feed or on a front page has the result of equating those pieces of
content in valueAs | scroll through my own feed and | see the same amount of content from
/r/MensRights that | see from /r/askreddity passive thinking is that thegeces of content are
equally popular. They are ndiut this disconnect can easily lead users (or researchers) to take
thatparity at face value. The danger is the legitimization of problematic ideddogi as we see

with rising numbers of advocatesfo mendés r i ght s aghtgrompe. mber shi p i

Additionally, reddit as a study site has a kind of complexity that researolstdbe
attentive to. On top of what | have discussed in this section, as well as in the other chapters of
this dissertationthe role of moderators and metdk are worth mentioning. While neither of

these elements featured expressly in my reseboth have data and methodological
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implications.Moderatorsas discussed ithapter 2play a significant but often hidden role in
subreddit cultures and communiti®oderators set the rules of a community, and act as the
connection point between reddit and deenmunity of users. In doing sogihalso set the
ideological tenor of the group by permitting and/or allowing certain contiete disallowing
other contenfRobards, 2018; Squirrell, 2019)hese power holdagatekeeper groups are
relatively small (usually less than Li8er$, and do this work as volunteeso the reward for
their service is powgMatias, 2016a, 2016b)n contentious communities like /r/MensRights or
Ir/TheRedPilthe moderatoroleis also to keep the community from beisgnctioned by

reddit®®’

One of the waythat moderators of subreddits like /r/MensRights /afitheRedPill
prevent this sanctioninig to change the rules of the subreddit. Sometimes this is in active
response to demands made by t he Nwl &tefmarmm s(mor /i
late 2019 to keep from violating part of the revised harassment policy from hesdethe
timesthisisinresponsetos er s or the moder at or 6sForpercepti ol
example, /r/MensRights has had two recent rule chaigesfirst is the inclusion ai modified
A Npersonain f or mati ono r ul e naldngetinclee gelsanal infsrmaticne r s ¢ a |
about anyone they post about, and images (from twitteacebookKor example) are required to
have names and other identifying information blanked out. This rule is not negotiaktiee and
moderatorexplain thatit stemsfrome ddi t 6 s st r i. The seoond ischmewirubeg p ol i
(circa2021) A Resear cher s muhsstule s spedficalytargétdd at those d s
looking to post research questionsconduct other research, since in the past research
conducted inthis way hagseflected negatively on the group. Thereiplairss. Al n t he past
surveys have either misrepresented us or have been flooded by false responsedikedavie&l
sure that the researchgenuin® (/r/MensRights, 2021)This rule was not in place when | began
my researchand onlycame into effect long after | had completed the systematic data collection
but its presence is telling of the challenges associated with being a comassaityated with a
social countenarrativei especially one that is seen as @tuity and (sometigs) misogynist.
The moderators position themselves as gatekeepers to the comtfiiastyheyhold all the

137 Something that proved too difficult to do when /r/TheRedPill got quarantined in 2018, but was successfully
accomplishedn keeping the community from getting beed after threat of such in 2019
18 How active this gatekeepiraan bevaries by subreddit. See Laj6i€2019)note on moderators in their work.
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power about what research is allowed to continube group and what research is forbidden.
Combined with the ability to vet and delete posts, lzend users from the grougheir power

truly begins to resemble what Matig®16b)called the oligarchic rules of reddit space.

Thegatekeepin@f research by the moderatorgifMensRightds connectedo a fear of
being (mis)representednd it is easy enough to pull single comiseand speaks if they are
representativée.g,i Damned i f you do, damned i f you don’
EVERYONE will believe you did, MIGHT AS WELL KNOCK EM OUT.
(/u/justAcuriousDalek))But | also think thatlte gatekeeping aEsearcltan be seeas a wayo
protect deeper analysis of the mdkk (the hidden meanings in conversatiptiat is occurring
in the communityThese are sometimes covert and purpossffuscations, but other times they
are simply implicitor assumedt is likely that part of the gatekeeping associated with research
in /r/MensRightss couched in the idea thitese hidden meanings (conscious or unconscious)

damage the communitadditional research is needed in this area.

Methodology

Astheonlyresar cher of mends rights oandhaginggummd pr e ma
into online ethnographic work without much background in its practice, | oftelosetnd/or

alone in my workl have excellent research mentors, with extensive methodolagidaland

experience, and these individuals have been gracious with their time and recommendations

have also read, a lot, about digital ethnography and the ways and means of conducting this type

of researchBut with all of that, | still was not readgr the actual act of doing this type of

research, and | wrote the third manuscrighis dissertation (chapter ¥ lay out some of the

significant methodological elements that would have been helpful for me to think through before

| started.

At the risk of a theommethod chapter like this appearing tangential to the research that |
conducted on masculinities and thanospherd want totie my own work tothe guideposts
from that manuscriptSince the development of the theongthod came while my writing was
in progressit makes sense for me to do ttabourafter the fact, and to think through how the
elements ofechnological complexity, time, amdsearcher familiarity might have changed my

own approach
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Tech
In thinking about technological complexity, | want to focus on one of the many elements that

become considerations for digital researchers in this hoaathe user accesses reddit. At the
outset of my project, | hagot given any consideration to the ways that | would access my
research sites beyotitt using the PC interface would be easiest for my data collection. | had
given no consideration at all the fact that the PC reddit experience is demonstrably different to
the mobile experiendaee figure 73), and that the mobile experience is expressly different
using thenative reddit app or another of the mahiyd-party apps that access the sifehe
perception that this choice is mundane and (potentially) inconsequential to the way that we
collect research data hesveraimplications including an acknowledgemeoita widespread
underappreciation for the ways that the user interface changes the ways that users interact with
online platformsUsers engaged on mobile devices tend to have shorter text engagyeontint

in reading and in writingKeib et al., 2021; Schrock, 2019)he way that reddit is presented on
mobile has lescommunity information oufront for users, and so there is a risk of lost context,
or less knowledge about the rules and other sidebar information for thoseligerhange in
hardware interface has tangible effects on usersthemdfore must be paof our considerations

as we design and engage with digital resedrbbse differencesontinue into humaiardware

interaction, and beyond.

A further consideration here that is connected butstlads apart from the technologies
themselves, are consi@éions about how technologies change social relationships and how
technesocialitiesimpact our research products. Wrapped up in this consideration are discussions
of the separation (or lack thereof) of physical and digital world peiisqnsstions of
representationandr eal ness o, di gi t lbetomsippodaeiVh@madisefi me at s p ¢

sayssomething likefii t ' s arguing against their own suppo
Nazis had a consistent ethos. The feminazis go around in circlessfilhegite the jews though

-1 me a n(/ulorbitadecayed, March 30, 202@)oes it mean that they aga antifeminist

Nazi sympathisein the physical world? What can their texts say about how they may or may not

act outside of the quaanonymous sace of redditPoes it matter, since the work done on

online communities is about discussing community ethos, ideologyntneince? When we

reach out into digital communities for research, these considerations are often overlooked.
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The benefibf thinking through these modes of engagement as a researcher is the
potential for much more nuanced (and potentialigtworthy)dataas we are accounting for
more of the variation that occursour wildly diverse world. A lot of information is conveyed by
how users engage (through the length of texts posted, for eXaiifpkeneed not be the focus of
the project to be valuabland can be one of the many considerations that qualitative and
ethnographic researchers take into account as they engage with digital data and communities. It
may also help to explain difficulties before they stiéke learning subreddit rules. Researchers
who start out their reddit explorations on mobile may beitedmied, or not knowledgeable
enough, to seek out subreddit rules and this could be problematic (for example, the new
/r/MensRights rule that requires research approval before doing the research).
Time
Doing research online, especially in a space idglit where pages are static at a given moment
presents the researclveith an opportunity. This opportunity is the chance to framreresearch
space and captueeversion oft in its entirety at that momenthis is unlike any other way of
capturing tle ethnographic research environment, since the capture does not frame out elements
outside the field of vision, and does not silence some voices in favour of bihexrsimply a
copy of what we might see. This cofspecific to the researcher, timedaspacehas great
value because we can explore and analyse content in ways that we could notheefooeen

moment in time does not move and does not change.

The challenge with the frozen moment is the same as its value. It does not move and does
notchange, and a static representation of a dynamic environment. Although the content does
not changeinless we reload the page, the content in acfigpaces of reddit changes every time
we reload the page, regardless of how much time elapses between those $eloatisn we
use data that is reddit frozen in time, we are showing a curated version of the space at a given
time and sorted a certain wadgcluding considerations of time in our research thaoeghod is
about acknowledging tha&sues of time freezing, moving, and the relationship between time and
research outcomexist They have influence over the types of data we can collect. Thettype o

data we can collect, in turn, influences the kinds of conclusions that we can draw from that data.

139 Here my meanings nonrarchived content that is still open for comments, althabghcould extendo all
content on reddit as even archived content can change as user accounts are deleted or banned, posts are deleted, or
subreddits are banned and disappear from the site.
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The importance of these considerations goes belyeind able to speak about a
community at a certain time and plgtke any qualitative work, digitalesearcheflects a
certain time, place, and populatipbut speakso how we might encounteontenteven as we
engage with a community the long term. Posts on /r/MensRights, for example, often reference

news article®r scholarly workthatwere produed many years in the past (e.the post

ABl atantly false information, the worst part

(/ulpritchie65432) from March 18, 2020jnks to an image and article, the article being from
Forbes in 2006 and everage them as examplagheir discourses of arteminism. The
previousexample highlights the wagmp,andothers focugprimarily on sexual victimizatiori
AThere are more of male victims of sexual a
on earth do we s éw@wbenderXXavarcha30, 202D eitingeschiolarship e . 0
from2017 and AThis is proof t haedissue Wedl facethd n' t
ri sks, and the system has failed men by all
(/u/seanisgeyntMarch 30, 202Pcontaining a list of resources and lirfksm 19882017 The

ability to post in 2020 about something that ocaliire2006, or 2014, or 1996, brings that
information back into the foreground, even if it has been proven demonstrablySalsehile

doing research online allows us to freeze and consider time in different ways, it also subjects

users and researchersatlinearity that is less stable.

The value in understanding and considering time relative to digital research workais that
well-considered project goes beyond acknowledging that the research takes place at a certain
time and place, byireemptively casiders how time passes their research site. Are posts or
comments likely to come back arouintb the cultural consciousness as they do on twitter
through retweets and personal histories, or are comments and posts more likely to fade into
obscurity andhe archive as they do on reddit?

Knowing how you will engage
The lastelement of theomymethod that could have helped in my own project wéetter

considerthe implications of how | chose to engageny digital ethnograpic work andas a

gualitative researchefhe g¢hnographic standarof immersive engagement in a cultural milieu
through lived experience, participation, and systematic data gatheringhbextocutors

(through interviews and direct contprst an excellent way to studyltwre and cultural contexts

that are livel and experienced in physical space. There is a shared experience of being physically
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