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FIG 4.1

Where I propose the Context
Plan be integrated in the
development application
process, alongside an Action
Framework created by First
Nations communities to
establish priorities and govern
what should be included in

the Context Plan, betore being
sent to an Indjgenous Review
Council for review. This way,
collaborating and engagement
starts from the very beginning
of the development process,
and breaks the closed loop
where state interests reinforces
themselves.
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AFTERWORD

Reflection

This thesis is written at a moment when the federal government

once again places economic growth and extraction ahead of

Indigenous consent. Bill C-5, the One Canadian Economy Act,
passed in June 2025, just two weeks after its introduction.
The second legislation under this Bill, the Building Canada
Act, allows projects declared to be “in the national interest” to
bypass environmental impact assessments and proceed without

public participation or the consent of Indigenous communities

(Harvie et al. 2025). This language persists in the relaxation of

environmental regulations and in agreements supporting new
pipeline infrastructure, each framed as necessary for the public
oood even as consent is withheld. In northern British Columbia,
protected landscapes are being cleared to make this possible
(Prest 2025). The approval of this Bill stresses how closely the
national interest has come to stand in for the public good, and

how consistently both are mobilized to justify sacrifice.

Throughout much of this research, the language of the public
good remains largely implicit. [t comes into focus at the end,
through the work itself and through the conversations that
shaped my defence. In architectural practice. the public good is
reduced to compliance with approvals and building codes. What
is lost in this translation is the question of who the public is and
whose interests are being served. I have come to understand
the public good not as a stable or universal condition, but as
something relational and contested. produced through ongoing
relationships between people, land, more-than-human systems,
and future generations. Architecture cannot remain neutral in
this process. [t directly participates in defining the boundaries
of which relationships are protected and which are erased for

the sake of progress.
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Architecture, I have learned, is inseparable from reconciliation.
[t is built on land and, in doing so, participates in histories of
disruption that long predate any project boundary. Reflecting
on this work now, I see the thesis less as a resolution and
more as a set of obligations. Practicing with this awareness
may require slower timelines, deeper forms of engagement, or
a willingness to sit with uncertainty. In a political climate that
continues to frame extraction as necessary for the public good,
this awareness also requires acknowledging that some forms
of development may not be justifiable despite their regulatory
approval. In some cases, refusal might be the necessary ethical

response.

The Context Plan emerges from this position. Proposed as a
shift in how architectural work begins, it would be initiated
during the pre-design phase and developed through engagement
with First Nations on whose lands and territories the proposed
project would affect. Indigenous communities would determine
the terms of participation, including how and whether they wish
to participate, what knowledge may be shared and represented,
and which forms of documentation are appropriate. Participation
could include workshops, mapping sessions, oral histories, and
iterative feedback. Community-defined priorities, such as land
stewardship, Treaty obligations, or health and environmental
impacts, would guide what is visible in the Context Plan. The
drawings become less a representation of land and more a record

of negotiated relationships.

Because the OAA or the Architects Act do not regulate ethics,
the Context Plan offers a material form of accountability. [t could
function as a required pre-design submission within permitting
processes, alongside Site Plan Control or Environmental Impact
Assessments. Supported by professional bodies such as the OAA
or RAIC, through recommended best practices, professional

standards, or continuing education requirements, the context
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plan could then be an expected component of ethical practice
instead of an optional one. [ts inclusion in the permitting process
would reinforce professional obligations and potentially add to
the Architect’s Act the requirement that firms meaningfully
interpret existing research and Indigenous community-defined

priorities.

In practice, this would require firms to work carefully with
historical research and to document community concerns
in ways that are legible, traceable, and open to challenge. In
Sarnia, the Context Plan could move forward alongside the Site
Plan Control application, entering the same procedural pathway
reviewed by the City’s Site Plan Review Committee, the Director
of Planning and Building, and the County of Lambton. Indigenous

engagement would be embedded directly within this process.

One point of entry would be an Action Framework aligned with
UNDRIP, authored and maintained by Indigenous communities
themselves.  This framework would articulate long-term
priorities, limits related to land use, Treaty responsibilities, and
environmental health. It would not be written in response to a
single project, but would instead establish a shared reference
that architects and municipal staff are required to engage at
the start of any proposal. The Context Plan would then make
visible how these priorities have been understood, where they
have informed decision-making, and where conflicts remain

unresolved.

Alongside this framework, an Indigenous Review Council could
be established, composed of community members who have
chosen to work with the city on an ongoing basis. Functioning
like the City’s Site Plan Review Committee, this council would
review each Context Plan as it enters the approval process,
assessing whether the commitments articulated in the Action

Framework are being meaningfully addressed. [f a plan
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misrepresents community input or omits key impacts, it could
trigger further review and delay approvals. Rather than being
finalized in isolation, it would move back and forth between

institutions and communities.

Although this thesis is grounded in a specific site in Sarnia, the
conditions shaping the site extend far beyond its boundaries.
Contamination, watershed systems, pollution, and more-
than-human systems exceed the limits of property lines. The
Context Plan must therefore operate across multiple scales—
site, watershed, regional, and temporal—to resist the illusion
that impacts are contained. This could include nested drawings
that operate simultaneously at the site, watershed, regional,
and treaty scales, as well as temporal mappings that register

historical and future impacts.

Fven then, [ recognize the limits of what architecture can do.
The Context Plan cannot undo dispossession. [t cannot return
land, nor can it resolve the contradictions of practicing within
colonial systems. What it can do is make those contradictions
visible and harder to ignore. It can slow down processes that
are designed to move quickly and create space for refusal.
Ending this work, I am left with the understanding that every
intervention on land carries ethical weight, and that practicing
architecture means continually negotiating what I am willing to
abstract, refuse, and carry forward. Our obligations, then, begin
with a commitment to practice differently, with greater care for

the systems and responsibilities that architecture engages with.
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Oil is as natural as anything else in the world. But its clear
our society’s relationship with it is unhealthy.

We alone as-human beings cannot live on this land without
everything else.

But everything else can live without us.
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FIG 4.12

Stills from “The Forgotten
Origin of Big Oil”
documentary. 2025.
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