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Predicted Annual Benzene 
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City of Sarnia Natural Hazards

FIG 4.10
This layer helps the city identify 
and recognize areas of potential 
health and safety concern, 
guide development away from 
high-risk zones, and support 
planning that prioritizes 
environmental protection and 
community resilience. 
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FIG 4.11
Where I propose the Context 
Plan be integrated in the 
development application 
process, alongside an Action 
Framework created by First 
Nations communities to 
establish priorities and govern 
what should be included in 
the Context Plan, before being 
sent to an Indigenous Review 
Council for review. This way, 
collaborating and engagement 
starts from the very beginning 
of the development process, 
and breaks the closed loop 
where state interests reinforces 
themselves.
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Reflection

This thes is  is  wr i tten at  a  moment when the federa l  government 

once aga in p laces economic growth and extract ion ahead of 

Indigenous consent .  Bi l l  C -5,  the O n e  C a n a d i a n  Eco n o my  Ac t , 

passed in June 2025,  just  two weeks af ter  i ts  introduct ion . 

The second leg is lat ion under th is  Bi l l ,  the B u i l d i n g  C a n a d a 

Ac t ,  a l lows projects  declared to be “ in the nat iona l  interest”  to 

bypass environmenta l  impact  assessments and proceed without 

publ ic  par t ic ipat ion or  the consent  of  Indigenous communit ies 

(Harv ie  et  a l .  2025) .  This  language pers ists  in  the re laxat ion of 

env ironmenta l  regulat ions and in agreements suppor t ing new 

pipe l ine infrastructure,  each framed as necessary for  the publ ic 

good even as consent  is  withhe ld .  In nor thern Br i t ish Columbia , 

protected landscapes are be ing cleared to make th is  poss ib le 

(Prest  2025) .  The approva l  o f  th is  Bi l l  s tresses how close ly  the 

nat iona l  interest  has come to stand in for  the publ ic  good,  and 

how cons istent ly  both are mobi l ized to just i fy  sacr i f ice.

Throughout much of  th is  research ,  the language of  the publ ic 

good remains large ly  impl ic i t .  I t  comes into focus at  the end, 

through the work i tse l f  and through the conversat ions that 

shaped my defence.  In arch i tectura l  pract ice,  the publ ic  good is 

reduced to compl iance with approva ls  and bui ld ing codes .  What 

is  lost  in  th is  trans lat ion is  the quest ion of  who the publ ic  is  and 

whose interests  are be ing served.  I  have come to understand 

the publ ic  good not  as a  stab le  or  universa l  condi t ion ,  but  as 

something re lat iona l  and contested ,  produced through ongoing 

re lat ionships between people,  land ,  more -than-human systems, 

and future generat ions .  Archi tecture cannot  remain neutra l  in 

th is  process .  I t  d irect ly  par t ic ipates in  def in ing the boundar ies 

of  which re lat ionships are protected and which are erased for 

the sake of  progress .

AFTERWORD
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Architecture,  I  have learned,  is  inseparable  from reconc i l ia t ion . 

I t  is  bu i l t  on land and,  in  do ing so,  par t ic ipates in  h istor ies  of 

d isrupt ion that  long predate any project  boundary.  Ref lect ing 

on th is  work now,  I  see the thes is  less as a  reso lut ion and 

more as a  set  of  ob l igat ions .  Pract ic ing with th is  awareness 

may require s lower t imel ines ,  deeper forms of  engagement ,  or 

a  wi l l ingness to s i t  wi th uncer ta inty.  In a  po l i t ica l  c l imate that 

cont inues to frame extract ion as necessary for  the publ ic  good, 

th is  awareness a lso requires acknowledging that  some forms 

of  deve lopment may not  be just i f iab le  despi te  the ir  regulatory 

approva l .  In  some cases ,  refusa l  might  be the necessary eth ica l 

response.

The Context  P lan emerges from th is  pos i t ion .  Proposed as a 

sh i f t  in  how arch i tectura l  work begins ,  i t  would be in i t iated 

dur ing the pre - des ign phase and deve loped through engagement 

with First  Nat ions on whose lands and terr i tor ies  the proposed 

project  would affect .  Ind igenous communit ies  would determine 

the terms of  par t ic ipat ion ,  including how and whether they wish 

to par t ic ipate,  what  knowledge may be shared and represented , 

and which forms of  documentat ion are appropr iate.  Par t ic ipat ion 

could include workshops ,  mapping sess ions ,  ora l  h istor ies ,  and 

i terat ive feedback .  Community- def ined pr ior i t ies ,  such as land 

stewardship,  Treaty ob l igat ions ,  or  hea l th and environmenta l 

impacts ,  would guide what is  v is ib le  in  the Context  P lan .  The 

drawings become less a  representat ion of  land and more a record 

of  negot iated re lat ionships .

Because the OAA or the Archi tects  Act  do not  regulate eth ics , 

the Context  P lan offers  a  mater ia l  form of  accountabi l i ty.  I t  cou ld 

funct ion as a  required pre - des ign submiss ion with in permitt ing 

processes ,  a longs ide Si te  P lan Contro l  or  Environmenta l  Impact 

Assessments .  Suppor ted by profess iona l  bodies such as the OAA 

or RAIC,  through recommended best  pract ices ,  profess iona l 

standards ,  or  cont inuing educat ion requirements ,  the context 

p lan could then be an expected component of  eth ica l  pract ice 

instead of  an opt iona l  one.  I ts  inclus ion in  the permitt ing process 

would re inforce profess iona l  ob l igat ions and potent ia l ly  add to 

the Archi tect’s  Act  the requirement that  f i rms meaningfu l ly 

interpret  ex ist ing research and Indigenous community- def ined 

pr ior i t ies .

In pract ice,  th is  would require f i rms to work carefu l ly  with 

h istor ica l  research and to document community concerns 

in  ways that  are leg ib le,  traceable,  and open to cha l lenge.  In 

Sarnia ,  the Context  P lan could move forward a longs ide the Si te 

P lan Contro l  appl icat ion ,  enter ing the same procedura l  pathway 

rev iewed by the City ’s  S i te  P lan Review Committee,  the Director 

of  P lanning and Bui ld ing,  and the County of  Lambton.  Indigenous 

engagement would be embedded d irect ly  with in th is  process .

One po int  of  entr y would be an Act ion Framework a l igned with 

UNDRIP,  authored and mainta ined by Indigenous communit ies 

themselves .  This  framework would ar t icu late  long-term 

pr ior i t ies ,  l imits  re lated to land use,  Treaty respons ib i l i t ies ,  and 

environmenta l  hea l th .  I t  would not  be wr i tten in  response to a 

s ingle  project ,  but  would instead estab l ish a shared reference 

that  arch i tects  and munic ipa l  staff  are required to engage at 

the star t  of  any proposa l .  The Context  P lan would then make 

v is ib le  how these pr ior i t ies  have been understood,  where they 

have informed dec is ion-making,  and where conf l i c ts  remain 

unreso lved .

Alongs ide th is  framework ,  an Indigenous Review Counci l  cou ld 

be estab l ished ,  composed of  community members who have 

chosen to work with the c i ty  on an ongoing bas is .  Funct ion ing 

l ike the City ’s  S i te  P lan Review Committee,  th is  counc i l  would 

rev iew each Context  P lan as i t  enters the approva l  process , 

assess ing whether the commitments ar t icu lated in  the Act ion 

Framework are be ing meaningfu l ly  addressed .  I f  a  p lan 
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misrepresents community input or  omits  key impacts ,  i t  cou ld 

tr igger fur ther rev iew and de lay approva ls .  Rather than be ing 

f ina l ized in  iso lat ion ,  i t  would move back and for th between 

inst i tut ions and communit ies .

Although th is  thes is  is  grounded in a  spec i f ic  s i te  in  Sarnia ,  the 

condi t ions shaping the s i te  extend far  beyond i ts  boundar ies . 

Contaminat ion ,  watershed systems,  po l lut ion ,  and more -

than-human systems exceed the l imits  of  proper ty l ines .  The 

Context  P lan must therefore operate across mult ip le  sca les—

site,  watershed,  reg iona l ,  and tempora l—to res ist  the i l lus ion 

that  impacts are conta ined .  This  could include nested drawings 

that  operate s imultaneous ly at  the s i te,  watershed,  reg iona l , 

and treaty sca les ,  as  wel l  as  tempora l  mappings that  reg ister 

h istor ica l  and future impacts .

Even then ,  I  recognize the l imits  of  what  arch i tecture can do. 

The Context  P lan cannot  undo d ispossess ion .  I t  cannot  return 

land ,  nor can i t  reso lve the contradict ions of  pract ic ing with in 

co lon ia l  systems.  What i t  can do is  make those contradict ions 

v is ib le  and harder to ignore.  I t  can s low down processes that 

are des igned to move quick ly  and create space for  refusa l . 

Ending th is  work ,  I  am lef t  with the understanding that  every 

intervent ion on land carr ies  eth ica l  weight ,  and that  pract ic ing 

arch i tecture means cont inua l ly  negot iat ing what I  am wi l l ing to 

abstract ,  refuse,  and carr y forward .  Our ob l igat ions ,  then ,  begin 

with a commitment to pract ice  d i f ferently,  wi th greater  care for 

the systems and respons ib i l i t ies  that  arch i tecture engages with .

But everything else can l ive without us.

We alone as human beings cannot l ive on this land without 
everything else.

Oil is as natural as anything else in the world. But its clear 
our society’s relationship with it  is unhealthy.

FIG 4.12
Stills from “The Forgotten 
Origin of Big Oil” 
documentary. 2025.
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