








fig A.09  natural heritage study:  aquatic and physical features
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fig A.10  natural heritage study:  natural heritage system and feature management areas
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fig A.11  aurora 2C secondary plan: land use
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“The vision for the 2C Secondary Plan Area is to create 

a complete community that protects the environment 

and includes well-designed residential neighbour-

hoods and a business park. The 2C community is 

expected to be leading edge in implementing green 

building technologies, and is to be developed at densi-

ties and in a pattern that is compact and transit sup-

portive. The community is to be beautiful and safe, 

and will encourage an active, healthy lifestyle through 

highly interconnected greenlands and trails systems.”6

6   2C Secondary Plan Area - Draft 1.  Town of Aurora, July 

     9, 2010, p.3. 

a1.2  the aurora 2C secondary plan area - first draft

The purpose of the first draft of the 2C Secondary Plan is to “provide a detailed 

land use plan and policies for the regulation of land use and development”7 

for the 2C lands in Aurora.  The plan proposes a community of 8,000 residents, 

with between 5,200 and 6,400 employment opportunities that will be estab-

lished over the next 20 years.8  The plan is based on a list of guiding principles 

that are centered around the goals of economic feasibility, public health and 

safety, and environmental protection.  The key aspects of the plan, which dif-

fer from conventional suburban secondary plans, include the proposal for an 

extensive Greenlands System, provisions for transit-supportive densities, em-

phasis of the pedestrian and public realms, and the incorporation of environ-

mentally sustainable design initiatives. 

The 2C Secondary Plan includes a detailed plan for land use designation and 

policy.  One of the fundamental provisions for land use involves the delineation 

of the Greenlands System.  This Greenlands System is based on the proposed 

Natural Heritage System that is derived from the Natural Heritage Study.  It is 

an interconnected system of protected natural areas, public parks, stormwater 

management areas, and recreational trails.  The plan also designates land use 

zones for low, medium, and higher density residential, as well as mixed-use 

zones, places of worship, and elementary schools.  These zones are primarily 

located to the west of Leslie Street.  The plan accounts for the distribution of 

various densities and housing types that will be available to residents with a 

range of incomes.  Finally, it plans for a large business park to the east of Leslie 

Street, composed of three levels of employment densities.  The business park 

7    2C Secondary Plan Area - Draft 1.  Town of Aurora, July 9, 2010, p.1.

8   ibid.
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fig A.12  aurora 2C secondary plan: greenlands and trails
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takes advantage of its proximity to the 404 highway, and will increase the ratio 

of residential to employment lands from 87.9% : 12.1% to a level that is closer 

York Region’s average ratio of 81.7% : 18.3%.9 

In addition to land use policy, the plan presents urban design and amenity 

policies that conform to the principles of economic, social, and environmen-

tal health.  These policies include design guidelines and provisions that focus 

on the design of the public realm, the design of the private sector, and en-

vironmental initiatives for the community, as well as policies for accessibility 

and public art.  The provisions for public space address the character of roads 

and lanes, guidelines for views and focal points, and the relationship between 

buildings, roads, and open space.  They focus on enhancing the quality of the 

pedestrian realm by providing well-designed streetscapes and visual connec-

tions to the greenlands system.  Policies for the private sector provide guide-

lines for the development of building lots, buildings, and the pedestrian envi-

ronment.  These policies conform to the notion of prioritizing the pedestrian 

realm over the automobile realm.  Guidelines for “building a greener commu-

nity” are also included in the plan.  They include policies for green building and 

design, alternative and renewable energy, waste management, soil pollution 

and erosion mitigation, and noise and air pollution mitigation.10  Accessibility 

policies ensure that the community’s built environment is accessible to all resi-

dents and visitors.11  Public art policies are also included in the plan which en-

courage the enhancement of the public realm.

9   Appendix 1: Terms of Reference, Northeast Aurora Secondary Plan “2C Planning Area”. Town of Aurora, April 7, 2009, 

     p.11.

10  2C Secondary Plan Area - Draft 1.  Town of Aurora, July 9, 2010, p.353-58.

11  ibid, p.58.
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fig A.17  aurora 2C secondary plan:  wellhead protection areas
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