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NOW: Children playing the Horizonta City, Carrière Centrale, Casablanca, 1952
Source: GAMMA panel 604-III; CIAM IV 1953.

The following text accompagnied the photograph: «Photo showing a little squarejointed to a block 
of about twenty houses» in Carriere Centrale. Children may play quite safely, parents meet together, 
collective life is organized».

A/ «We thaught them how to live a modern life»
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THEN: A toddler defecating in one of the streets of Carrière Centrale informal settlement, 
Casablanca. 
Source: GAMMA panel 203-II; CIAM IV 1953.

The following text accompanied the photograph: «No equipment: fecal danger. Considerable infant 
mortality: death of children between 0 and 5 years is 58.9% of total deaths”.
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NOW: The Semiramis building, Vertical City, 
Carrière Centrale, Casablanca, 2007. The 
«A la Corbusier» white color and the primary 
colors of the Unité d’habitation have been 
changed through processes of appropriation 
by inhabitants. New rooms appeared 
throughout the building and terraces and 
entrances were added on the rooftop. 
Photograph: Marion von Osten

B/ «Thank you for a flexible building»

THEN: The Semiramis building, Vertical 
City, Carrière Centrale, Casablanca, upon its 
completion
Photograph: https://communedesign.tumblr.com/
post/115246606870/cite-verticale-at-carrieres-
centrales-casablanca
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The Semiramis building, Vertical City, Carrière Centrale, Casablanca, between August 2013 and 
1960. The collective spaces in the “alleys in the sky” were appropriated over the years.

Photograph: Yto Barrada (Commissioned by the CCA)
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NOW: The Honeycomb building, Vertical City, Carrières centrales, Casablanca, 2013. The 
balconies in the HCB were turned into additional rooms by adding bricks and plaster mouldings. 
Satellite dishes and a mosque also appeared in the neigbourhood. Inhabitants were thus able to 
keep shaping the architecture to their aspirations.
Photograph: Yto Barrada (Commissioned by the CCA). https://www.cca.qc.ca/en/events/3338/how-
architects-experts-politicians-international-agencies-and-citizens-negotiate-modern-planning-casablanca-
chandigarh
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THEN: The Honeycomb building, Vertical City, Carrières centrales, Casablanca, upon its 
completion. The individual balconies and the introduction of color create a dynamic western 
facade. These same stylistic elements will serve more practical goals as life unfolds in the 
building
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NOW: The Habitat Marocain in Sidi Othmane building, Sidi Othmane, Casablanca, 2013. 
Similarly to the outcome of te HCB, inhabitants of HMSO have closed-up the balconies and 
filled up the space underneath those with additional rooms as their needs in space evolved.
Photograph: Marion von Osten



119

THEN: The Habitat Marocain in Sidi Othmane building, Sidi Othmane, Casablanca, upon its 
completion in 1955. 
Photograph: https://onsomething.tumblr.com/post/53390490445
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D/ Color correlations

The Honeycomb building, Vertical City, Carrières centrales, Casablanca, upon its 
completion in 1954, by ATBAT-Afrique.
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La Viste project (700 low rent 
dwellings), in Marseilles’ suburbs,  

1959, CWJ.

Extention of the City Bagnols-sur-
Cèze, 1958, CWJ.
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Appendix 2

Excerpt of the article 
«Habitat for the Greatest Number»
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For years, the ATBAT has been studying the 
problems of housing for the greatest number, 
in its aspects and particularities. There is 
no one uniform solution that can be applied 
everywhere, but a unique solution is required 
for each case.

While advancing these studies, the ATBAT is 
continuously facing multiple and sometimes 
unexpected issues. We have identified 
several solutions and alternatives, but the 
spirit of research remains unchanged. That 
is, the spirit of the greatest number, with its 
norms and its disciplines. 

-Construction in large quantities without 
choosing a location.

-Construction at less than half the usual cost.

-Working to be better while staying in reality.

-It is not a question of doing technical 
acrobatics, but of constructing with the usual 
means at low cost.

The basis of the problem is, above all, to 
balance the gap between what we want to 
do and what we can do. For this, we must 
prioritize the above factors according to 
their importance and their influence on the 
expected problems.

The Clover Series offers a solution for one-
story apartment complexes. The movable 
walls perpendicular to the facade are placed 
at intervals of 3m to 2.25m. The facade 
consists of a wall surface to which these 
movable walls are connected.

1-The housing consists of:

a) Living room

b) bedroom of the parents

c) bedroom of the children

d) Bath/toilet and kitchen (areas where 
water is circulated)2-Les logements sont 
transversants, a double orientation,

2-The housing is structured with a double 
orientation as follows:

a) Living room and kitchen by the facade with 
entrance

b) The bedrooms towards the garden of the 
opposite facade.

3-The living room and bedroom of the 
parents are in the same location, but it can 
be divided by a storage-partition wall which 
can be lowered or raised, movable or fixed, 
depending on the needs and wishes of the 
resident.

4-At least one of the bedrooms of the 
children is independent.

5-Residents can, to a certain limite, be 
architects of their own homes.

6-The kitchen, along with the living room, 
forms a unified space, which becomes the 
center of the house.
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7-When planning, the two units (living room/
kitchen, and bedroom) are kept as close 
as possible, so that they can be moved 
efficiently, which
makes it possible to have a more extensive 
garden towards the bedrooms.

8-The area (dimensions) shall be in 
accordance with the French legislation on 
economical family housing. The module is 
for one bed. In addition, the basic layout plan 
should maximize the depth and minimize the 
facade.

This article was published in the journal “Techniques et 
Architecture (Techniques and Architecture)” in November 
1954.




