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Figure 3.96 Above: Perspective 
view of Resource Stoa meeting 
room, below the slope of the 
Pnyx.

Figure 3.97 Left : Diagrammatic 
sections with Resource Stoa 
meeting room indicating the 
sloped ceiling and ramped 
connection to the Housing Stoa
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Figure 3.98 Key Plan; Housing 
Stoa

Figure 3.99 Axonometric; 
Housing Stoa
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hoUSing SToa

Th e homeless are an extremely complex and diverse user group. As society’s 
most underserved community, providing assistance to this group is oft en challenging. 
Th e solution to homelessness is as complex as the provision of a home. Oft entimes, 
homeless persons feel safer sleeping in plain view within public spaces, and many 
homeless persons would not immediately desire a traditional ‘home’ concealed in 
the private sphere, as we generally believe. Th us, the housing shelter, located along 
the north façade of the East Wing, intends to accommodate this diversity though 
fl exible fl oor plans and programming.

Figure 3.100 Axo of Housing 
Stoa
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Legend

O Housing Stoa
O1 Indoor street area
O2 Bathrooms and showers
O3 Hairdresser
O4 Safe injection site
O5 Offi  ces
O6 Housing Rooms
O7 Informal sleeping/gathering
O8 Kitchen and living
O9 Multi-purpose space
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Ground Floor
The ground floor is conceived as an interior extension of the street. It offers a 

‘no-questions-asked’ indoor space, protected from the outdoor elements. Persons 
are free to come and go anonymously in this minimally supervised environment. 
Supervision and intervention on the ground plane is limited to preventing harm, 
violence, or abuse.

Second Floor
The second floor is accessed by a ramp, stair, or elevator, and offers free 

services. Bathrooms and showers located within individual stalls offer a private and 
individual space for daily hygiene. A hairdresser and laundromat are also free for 
use, providing additional basic needs.

The eastern part of the second floor houses a safe injection site. This 
judgement-free, medically supervised space offers clean needles, clean water, and 
medical advice to drug users. While the space does not pressure users to reconsider 
their lifestyle, additional advice and resources are offered to those who seek it out. 
On-site social workers may direct users towards government services, resources, or 
support groups, some of which may operate within the Counterpublic Library Stoa 
and Resource Stoa. A bridge connects the safe injection site with the meeting space 
within the private resource centre, allowing for a more fluid transition between 
seeking and accessing support. Similarly, homeless persons using the ground and 
second floor services may express interest in the housing area above, reached by a 
stair and elevator. 

Third + Fourth Floors
The third and fourth floors offer temporary housing. Located on the south 

façade of the housing block, individual bedrooms look into the Ramped Agora, 
while wide corridors span across the north façade. Views from the bedrooms vary 
across the length of the housing block. At the west, rooms look into the central space 
of the Ramped Agora, and across to the Counterpublic Library Stoa. In the middle 
of the East Wing, the Ramped Agora inclines to the third floor level allowing for an 
entrance to the Housing Stoa. In the east portion of the Housing Stoa, rooms are 
given views under the ramped plane, looking downwards to the retail concourses 
below. The design purposefully avoids a single-loaded corridor condition. Micro-
living spaces populate the length of the housing block, allowing for informal spaces 
to socialize or sleep.

A ramp connects the third floor of the housing to the Pnyx, allowing residents 
to partake in the assembly space’s activities while maintaining minimal visibility. 
The fourth floor also offers a larger one-and-a-half height living space for meal 
preparation, laundry, collective dining, and group meetings.

Fifth Floor
Accessed from the fourth floor by two stairs and an elevator, the fifth floor 

offers an un-programmed space for residents. This multipurpose space may serve 
many functions, but intends to create opportunities for residents to participate in, 
and contribute to, public life within the Rooftop Agora.
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Figure 3.101 Left : Key Plan 
indicating section cut.

Figure 3.102 Section through 
Housing Stoa
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Figure 3.103 North south 
section through the East Wing, 
indicating the Housing Stoa’s 
connection to the Resource Stoa 
and the PNYX Via ramp.

Figure 3.104 Perspective view 
of wide Housing Stoa corridor.



175

Figure 3.105  Axonometric 
indicating proposed 
counterpublic pnyx
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Pnyx

The Counterpublic Pnyx is located between the Counterpublic Library Stoa 
and the Resource Stoa. The lower east ramp of the Counterpublic Library is modified 
to form a continuous sloped plane that connects multiple levels, forming a the Pnyx 
below the interior Ramped Agora. The Pnyx is a private assembly space, offering 
an alternative to the Ramped Agora above. Spanning three-and-a-half stories and 
connecting to the Counterpublic library on four levels, the Pnyx accommodates a 
variety of assemblies. 
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Figure 3.106 Key Plan; Public 
Counterpublic Pnyx

Figure 3.108 Left : Perspective 
view of Counterpublic Pnyx

Figure 3.107 Axonometric; 
Counterpublic Pnyx
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CoUnTerpUbliC pnyx

Legend

P Counterpublic Pnyx
P1 Assembly Space
P2 Void open to below
P3 Connections to Counterpublic Stoa

Numerous intimate gatherings may simultaneously occupy diff erent parts 
of the space. A wheelchair accessible ramp breaks up the steps, providing spaces 
for speakers to address small informal audiences. Alternatively, the Pnyx may 
accommodate a large group addressed by a single speaker. With connections to all 
other private programs within the East Wing, it allows for full engagement with 
publics who seek high levels of privacy. 

 

P1

P3

P3

P3

P3

P2

Figure 3.109 Axo of Pnyx
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Figure 3.110 Section cutting 
perpendicularly through 
Counterpublic Pnyx

Figure 3.111 Left : Key Plan 
indicating section cut.
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Conclusion

By expanding the public realm, and introducing a diversity of publics and 
programs within an interconnected network of civic-orientated spaces, this thesis 
proposes an architectural alternative to the commercialization of Union Station. In 
recognition of both the successes and failures of the Ancient Athenian typologies of 
the Agora, Stoa, and Pnyx, this architectural proposition challenges these forms to 
perform as more active condensers of democratic interaction. As Toronto continues 
to evolve under pressures of commodification, the City and its citizens must begin to 
imagine a built environment that re-politicizes our public spaces. This is the ultimate 
aim of the design proposal, which hopes to assist in the transformation of our public 
sphere to a more equal society through discourse and the encounter of difference. 

The thesis is intended to be read as a polemical design proposition, thus 
some of the physical and budgetary obstacles have been overlooked in the design 
process. It is also important to note that within the architectural profession, it 
remains essential that architects respect the process of community engagement, and 
practice empathy towards their clients and users. Thus the design of counterpublic 
resources and housing outlined here requires more extensive dialogue with users 
before further development. This process is essential to the successful design of 
architectural spaces for counterpublic users. 

Ultimately, the thesis is intended to be read as a form of media that generates 
its own public by providing visibility to alternative political spatial typologies. The 
polemical proposition seeks to generate discourse that questions how marginalized 
publics may emerge from the private sphere to occupy new architectural forms. It 
asks what architecture can do to aid counterpublics, and facilitate their participation 
in true public life.
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