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Cartes-de-visite

Cartes-de-visite were one of the most popular types of photographs and
entered the scene in the 1850s. Their small size, measuring at
approximately two by four inches, made them easy to share and collect
amongst family and friends. It is also the size that sets them apart from
other types of photographs. Albumen prints were one of the most common
types of prints mounted on a carte-de-visite. These prints are very thin
which is why they are commonly found mounted on thicker cardstock. It is
interesting to note that egg whites are used in the making of albumen

prints. This in turn can alter the print to a yellowish tone with deterioration
over time.

These examples of cartes-de-visite are from the Photograph Collection.



https://archives.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/photograph-collection
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Cabinet Cards

In the 1860s, Cabinet cards made their debut. Cabinet cards were
considered to be the new and improved form of cartes-de-visite. Their larger
size and enhanced colouring displayed an advancement in photographic
prints. The measurement of a cabinet card was approximately four by six
inches, similar to the most common size of photo print today. The name is
very literal as they were most often kept in cabinets. One fairly prevalent
aspect not only with cabinet cards, but cartes-de-visite as well, was the use
of vignette. Vignette is fading around the photograph which is commonly
done in white or black. In addition, a photographer’s stamp can frequently
be found on the mount of both types of photographs.

The first 3 examples are unidentified individuals from the Photograph
Collection; the fourth is from the Schantz Russell family fonds : 2011
accrual.
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Prints

Photographic prints were typically a printing out process (POP), meaning
that they were produced through negatives as opposed to a directly
developed photograph which is called a developing out process (DOP). Prints
can be found loose or mounted (for example on a carte-de-visite or cabinet



card). Some different types of prints include salt prints, silver gelatin,
platinum, albumen, and collodion. Although some may be difficult to
differentiate, others have determining features. Prints can deteriorate in
varying ways such as silver gelatin prints displaying a mirroring effect or the
yellowing of an albumen print. Prints have been ever changing since the 19t
century and continue to be a window into historic photographic processes.

The first three of these examples of prints are from the Schantz Russell
Family fonds : 2011 accrual. The fourth is from the Breithaupt Heweston
Clark collection.

One photograph with four frames of Ruth Schantz. Four separate images of Ruth in different
poses have been taken, and have been developed together on one photographic paper. The
image is mounted on a large board around which Carrie Flagler Schantz has painted pink
flowers, copied two lines from the poem, Seven Times One by Jean Ingelow and recorded
the date as September 30, 1899. The two lines from the poem are, “I've said my seven times
over and over; Seven times one are seven.”


https://archives.uwaterloo.ca/index.php/schantz-russell-family-fonds-2011-accrual
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https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/sites/ca.library.special-collections-archives/files/uploads/images/ga215-12-180_001_resize.jpg

Three photographs that have been hole punched and tied together. The first shows Ruth
Schantz sitting in a wheelbarrow with Carrie Flagler Schantz in front of the home at Morton
Park. The second shows Ruth Schantz and Orpheus Moyer Schantz on the steps of the
home at Morton Park. The third shows Ruth standing in a garden holding flowers.

One snapshot of Ruth Schantz holding her newborn cousin Dorothy White. Image of the
children is only 5 cm in diameter surrounded by a border of leaves. Photograph is possibly a

photogram.


https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/sites/ca.library.special-collections-archives/files/uploads/images/ga215-12-186_001_resize.jpg
https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/sites/ca.library.special-collections-archives/files/uploads/images/ga215-12-212_001_resize.jpg

Portrait of Louise Evelyn Parry, née Breithaupt.

The various processes employed in the creation of all these different types
result in uniquely stunning photographs. They offer a glimpse of the
photographic processes used, as well as the evolution of photography
presented throughout the years. Special Collections & Archives houses
incredible material that has the potential to connect us to various historic
areas of interest, photography being one of them.

References

https://www.parisphoto.com/en/Glossary/ [This link broken as of 2020-06-
12]

Identification. Graphics Atlas.

Photographic Prints. Preservation Self-Assessment Program.

Hardin, Colin. How to spot a carte de visite (late 1850s-c.1910). June 27,
2013.

Harding, Colin. How to spot a cabinet card (1866-c.1914). September 5,
2013.



http://www.graphicsatlas.org/identification/
https://psap.library.illinois.edu/collection-id-guide/photoprint
https://blog.scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/find-out-when-a-photo-was-taken-identify-a-carte-de-visite/
https://blog.scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/find-out-when-a-photo-was-taken-identify-a-cabinet-card/
https://uwaterloo.ca/library/special-collections-archives/sites/ca.library.special-collections-archives/files/uploads/images/bhc_card_catalogue_15_002_resize.jpg

	Types of Photographs - Part 2
	Cartes-de-visite
	Cabinet Cards
	Prints
	References


