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Statement of contributions

One of the contributions of this research project is the improvement of a new field testing
ultrasonic device to test structural elements with circular cross section called UTPole. The
methodolo gy and the software to acquire and process the datawere developed during the PhD
studies of a former member of the NDT group (Tallavd, 2009)to evaluate wood poles. My
contribution consisted in : the management and technical assistance to the electronic specialists
in charge of the development of the electronic system; the design of the transducers holders of
the improved field testing device ; the study of the modifications needed for the application of
the system to test concrete elementsthe testing of the different component s of the equipment in
the laboratory, and the testing of specimens of mortar and concrete in the laboratory and a

sample of in-service reinforced concrete columns. The contributions from this research are:

i. The construction, testing in the laboratory and in the field of a hew ultrasonic device to

assess the condition of structural elements

ii. The evaluation of the functionality of the device to test concrete elements by testing in-

service reinforced concrete columns.

The experimental work done to evaluate the freezing and thawing damage of concrete
specimens through nondestructive techniques has been incorporated within a paper that was
co-authored by myself, my supervisors, Dr. Giov anni Cascante and Dr. Mahesh Pandey, Dr.
Marcelo Gonzélez and Dr. Susan Tighe.This study was also part of the experimental program
of the PhD thesis of Marcelo Gonzélez at the University of Waterloo under the supervision of
Dr. Susan Tighe. | contributed in the concept development of the study; the fabrication of the
specimens, the experimental work; the data analysis and the report writing related with the
nondestructive tests. Chapter 5 includes the detailed description of this study. The contributions

related with this study are:

iii. A critical evaluation of the standardized procedures to assess freeze/thaw damage in

concrete.

iv. The evaluation of an alternative procedure to assess freeze/thaw damage in concrete

elements based on wave attenwation estimates.

A study performed to verify if through surface wave analysis it is possible to obtain some
indication of the imminence of failure of the beams that were tested under fatigue loading is

included in Chapter 6. It was defined as a collaborative project with Rayed Alyousef as part of
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the experimental program for his PhD thesis under the supervision of Dr. Timothy Topper and
Dr. Adil Al -Mayah. My collaboration consisted in the execution of the nondestructive tests of
five beams, the data analysis and the concept development of an alternative procedure for the
monitoring of the progression of damage . For the evaluation of alternative techniques to
process the test data Dr. Jesus Nufio Ayoén advised possible signal processing techniques that

could be applicable and the computing algorithms. From this study the main contributions are:

v. The appraisal of a procedure to monitor the progression of damage in concrete elements

subjected to fatigue loading based on surface wave analysis.

vi. The evaluation of the applicability of three alternative signal processing techniques for

surface wave testing results.



Abstract

Reinforced concrete is one of the materials most used in civil infrastructure, and the expected
service life is generally for several decades. However, as any other material, concrete
performance is affected by environmental conditions, the normal use of the structure, ageing
and extreme load events. All of these factors affect the elements performance and can induce
damage. Since all infrastructure components deteriorate over time, it is needed to assess their
actual condition. Moreover, to implement adequate corrective measures it is needed to first
detect damage and quantify its extent. There are different methods that may be usedto inspect
concrete elements,and the selection of the adequate technique depends on the property of
interest and the available resources.

Among the available inspection methods, the nondestructive techniques (NDT) are those used
to detect defects, to estimate the naterial properties or to assess the integrity of components that
do not affect the elements under evaluation. Every inspection technique has advantages and
disadvantages; and consequently, the current trend is to use a combination of methods. Even
though several nondestructive methods are commercially available, currently there is no
comprehensive method to evaluate concrete columns. Taking in consideration these aspects, the
main objective of this research was to develop a new nondestructive methodology and testing
device that would allow inspecting concrete columns in a fast and reliable manner, without
affecting their future performance.

The proposed methodology relies on ultrasonic tests. The condition evaluation is based on
measurements of wave velocity and wave attenuation because it is known that the attenuation
is more sensitive to damage than the velocity. However, wave attenuation is generally not used
in site evaluations because is very difficult to ensure consistent measurements in the field. To
overcome this limitation, a new ultrasonic testing device was developed and tested. To verify
the applicability of the methodology , reinforced and unreinforced concrete samples were tested
in the laboratory, and a sample of in-service reinforced concrete columns was also evaluated.

The main contributions of th e researchpresented in this thesis are:

A The construction of a new ultrasonic field testing device to test structural elements with

circular cross section.

A The evaluation of a new methodology to evaluate concrete elementsbased on statistical
indexes computed from wave velocity and wave attenuation by testing a sample of in-

service columns.
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The new methodology allows detecting damage at earlier stages which would allow

implementing opportune corrective measures.

The proposal and evaluation of an alternative testing procedure to evaluate freeze/thaw

damage in concrete specimens based on wave tienuation measurements.

The appraisal of a new procedure to monitor progressive damage in concrete elements

using surface wave measurements.

The evaluation of alternative signal processing techniques of the signals obtained from

the surface wave testingto facilitate the analysis of the results.
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Chapter 1 Introduction

Reinforced concrete isone of the most widely used material s for building infrastructure . As
any other material, concrete components deteriorate over time and it is required to assess
their condition to ensure that they perform as intended in the design. D ecision makers often
lack of adequate information to implement suitable corrective measures to preserve
infrastructure elements or to prevent failures. There is an imperative need for better
assessment tools that can provide comprehensive and reliable infamation about the
structural elements. Currently, different methods to inspect concrete elements are
commercially offered; however, there is no a comprehensive method for reinforced concrete
columns. The main objective of this researchwas to develop a new methodology and testing
device that would allow inspecting concrete columns in a fast and reliable manner, without

affecting their future performance.

Various methods may be used to assess the condition of inservice concrete elements, and the
selection of a method is based on the scope of the investigation and the resources available.
Nondestructive testing (NDT) methods are those inspection techniques used to detect defects,
to estimate the material properties or to assess the integrity of components that do not affect
the elements under evaluation. The NDT techniques based on the analysis of the propagation
of the waves through the element under study are called stress-wave methods; and in this
group are classified the ultrasonic pulse velocity and the surface waves method employed in
this work. Both methods are also called ultrasonic, for the reason that ultrasonic testing refers
to the use of sound waves above 16 kHz, which is considered the average person hearing
range (Ensminger & Bond, 2012)

Every NDT inspection technique has advantages and disadvantages; and consequently, the
current trend is to use a combination of them (Breysse Klysz, Dérobert, Sirieix, & Lataste,
2008; Balayssac, Laurens, Arliguie, Breysse, Gernier, Dérobert, & Piwakowski, 2013. The
combination of methods may have different purposes, such as to verify the results, to improve
the interpretation of the testing data, to obtain a more comprehensive examination, or to

correct the effect of a specific parameter in the results.

In this research project the complementary use of ultrasonic pulse velocity testing and surface
wave analysis is analyzed. Even though these two techniques have been used before to

evaluate concrete, there are no reported studies of both methods used jointly. From the



surface wave analysis, a global longitudinal evaluation could be obtained, allowing
identifying areas of dissimilar characteristics. Then, the areas identified as potentially
damaged could be tested with the ultrasonic testing device developed to obtain a detailed

evaluation of the cross section.

The most common ultrasonic test consists of the determination of the propagation velocity of
the compression waves (Pwaves) along the element under study. The usual testing
configuration employs two sensors located at opposite sides of the element. The sensors are
generally piezoelectric transducers, which are devices that convert electrical energy in
ultrasonic energy and vice versa(Blitz & Simpson, 1996) One transducer emits the pulse and
the other acts as a receiver. The time between the start of the pulse and the detection of the
first arrival of the P -waves at the receiver is the arrival time. The ultrasonic pulse velocity

(UPV) is computed dividing the distance between the transducers by the arrival time.

The aurface wave analysis method is based also on wave propagation, but monitors Rayleigh
waves (R-waves). These waves are those that propagate along the surface as a result of an
impact. The basic configuration of the surface wave tests requires a source, two receivers and
the data acquisition system. The wave speed is determined using signal processing
techniques, and the elastic constants of the underlying materials are determined through an

inversion process.

There are several examples in literature that demonstrate that the proposed methods may be
useful for the condition assessment of concrete. Ultrasonic testing has been used for decades
and is one of the most common NDT methods (ACI 228.2R13; Breysse, 2012 Cetrangolo &
Popovics, 2010 Dilek, 2007). The most recent research in the area is addressed to automation
and the generation of images (Chai, Momoki, Kobayashi, Aggelis, & Shiotani, 2011; Schickert,
2012 De la Haza, Samokrutov, & Samokrutov, 2013; Nelson, Ferraro, & Algernon, 2014;
Haach & Ramirez, 2016) The surface wavesmethod has been proven useful to determine the
elastic modulus of soil sites, pavements and concrete slabgACI 228.2R-13); to detect chemical
damage in concrete (Ould Naffa, Goueygou, Piwakowski, & Buyle -Bodin, 2002) to verify the
quality of the concrete of a bridge pier (Liu & Guo, 2005) to measure the crack depth of
surface breaking cracks (Goueygou, Abraham, & Lataste, 2008)(Yang, Cascante, & Polak,
2009) to evaluate repair effectiveness (Aggelis, Shiotani, & Polyzos, 2009) to assessthe
porosity of concrete (Abraham, Piwakowski, Villain, & Durand, 2012) , and to evaluate the

condition of cemented materials wi th distributed damage (Kirlangic, 2013).



The proposed new methodology innovates in the execution of the tests. While the usual
configuration uses two sensors, the new methodology is implemented using arrays. In the
common ultrasonic testing configuration t he results are based on measurements over a single
path. It is likely that some defects may not be detected because of the orientation selected or
because of the size of the defect. The use of arrays has the advantage that is possible to take
different measurements from a single location (Drinkwater & Wilcox, 2006), the
measurements can be used to produce visualizations of the internal condition, and there is
faster data collection and better noise control. In recent years, there are reports of the
successful application of ultrasonic arrays of transducers for the condition assessment of
pipelines, wood poles (Tallavo, Cascante, & Pandey, 2011and concrete elements such as slabs
(Schickert, 2012)and bridge decks. Nevertheless, it has been found a limited use of arrays of

transducers to evaluate in-service concrete columns.

Another contribution of this research is that the evaluation is based on the ultrasonic
measurements of wave velocity and wave attenuation. Several researchers (Saint-Pierre,
Rivard, & Ballivy, 2007; Chai, Momoki, Kobayashi, Aggelis, & Shiotani, 2011; Molero,
Aparicio, Al -Assadi, Casati, Hernandez, & Anaya, 2012 Kirlangic , 2013 Yim, Kwak, & Kim,
2012) demonstrated that wave attenuation presents higher sensitivity than wave velocity to
damage. Wave attenuation is an important parameter to take into account for material
evaluation, because an increase in the attenuation is an indication of degradation or loss of
strength of the material (Ensminger & Bond, 2012) Nonetheless, the implementation of wave
attenuation has been limited, due to the difficulty to obtain reliable measurements in the field.
The main challenge in the field is to obtain a consistent coupling, which is the transmission of
the waves from the transducers to the elements This limitation was addressed by the
development of a new field testing device and the testing of different couplants . Currently,
there are no reported examples of the use of ultrasonic wave attenuation for the condition
assessment of reinforced concrete circular columns in the field, which are the elements of

interest for this project.

Based on these findings the objectives ofthis research were formulated and are detailed in the

following section.



1.1 Research objectives

General objective

To develop a new methodology for the condition assessment of reinforced concrete columns,

using ultrasonic techniques and taking advantage of the complementary use of wave velocity

and wave attenuation measurements. The novelty of the proposed methodology lies on the

complementary use of wave attenuation and elastic moduli in addition to wave velocity to

better evaluate damage in reinforced concrete columns.

Specific objectives

a.

To understand the state-of-the art in inspection methods for concrete elements, the
existing limitations of the stresswave methods under study and the improvements

required.

To improve the coupling between the piezoelectric transducers and the concrete
elements to obtain more reliable attenuation estimates in the laboratory and in the
field.

To investigate the effectiveness of ultrasonic pulse velocity and attenuation

measurementsto assessnternal damage in concrete elements.

To perform a pilot study on the use of surface waves to assess the progression of

damage of reinforced concrete elements.

To calibrate the new testing device (called UTPole) by testing unreinforced and

reinforced concrete specimens in the laboratory.

To assess the functionality of the new ultrasonic device developed by testing a

statistically representative sample of reinforced concrete columns in-service.

1.2 Methodology

Figure 1-1 provides a schematic representation of the methodology and the detailed

description is presented in Chapter 3.

The methodology was divided in t hree components: the literature review, the laboratory and

the field testing .
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Figure 1-1: Schematic representation of the methodology

The literature review was neededto understand the state-of-the art in inspection metho ds for
concrete elements, the existing limitations of the methods under study and the improvements

required.

The laboratory testing was focused on specific aspects of the ultrasonic techniques used in the
study that required improvement, according to the | imitations identified in the literature
review. The studies included the calibration of the transducers, the evaluation of different
couplants for the field testing, the assessment of the effectiveness of the velocity and
attenuation measurementsto detect internal damage and the application of the surface waves

method to evaluate reinforced concrete elements

To be able of incorporating wave attenuation in the evaluation, it was n ecessary to build a
new field testing device, so it was possible to obtain constant pressure and adequate coupling
Once the new device was built and verified in the laboratory, a sample of in -service concrete
columns was tested.

The new aspects of the methodology are the proposed complementary use of te ultrasonic

techniques and the testing procedure with the new field testing device developed.

1.3 Significance of the research

In this project, a new methodology to assessthe internal condition of structural elements is
evaluated. The methodology is non-invasive and nondestructive ; therefore, the mechanical

properties of the elements are not affected by the tests It is intended to detect damage at



earlier stages which would allow the implement ation of adequate corrective measures.With
the existing inspection methods, the deterioration has to be extensive to be detected. The
methodology is based on the combination of nondestructive techniques and the use of a
newly constructed field testing device. The field testing device allows reducing inspection
time without ¢ ompromising reliability of data, and provide s a global and also a detailed
assessment of the condition of concrete elementsA better assessment of the condition of the
structural elements would result in better maintenance practices and a possible reduction in

costs.

The contribution of this research work is included in four journal public ations that are
currently in progress :

1. 7PEvaluation of Freeze/Thaw Damage in Nanoconcrete through Ultrasonic Wave Velocity
EOEw UUI O\UtosPROdIguez-Roblero, M.J, Gonzélez, M., Cascante,G., Pandey,
M.D., & Tighe, S. This paper presents the study of freezing and thawing damage in
concrete specimensand the complementary use of attenuation measurements to detect
internal damage (Chapter 5). This paper has been sbmitted to the ASCE Journal of
Materials in Civil Engineering .
2.2-1 PWExxOPEEUPOOWOI wUOT T wUUUI EET wbE VYdtrust&rdd E Oa UD U L
1 O1 Ol @uihors: Rodriguez-Roblero, M.J, Alyousef, R., Nufio Ayon, J., Cascante, G.,
Pandey, M.D., & Topper, T. This paper presents the study of the application of surface
waves to monitor fatigue damage in concrete beamsand the site evaluation of a reinforced
concrete dome. In addition, contains the study of the application of alternative signal
processng techniques to facilitate the interpretation of the field data (Chapter 6).
3. 2-1Tbw, 1 UT OEOCOOT awi OUwWUT T w UUIT UUOI OU wqHrowghT T w' OOC
400UEUOOPEWBEYI w51 O0Amtrs Rda@éensRAbIEN, K1.0, FdIB® B,?
Pandey, M.D., & Cascante, G.This paper describesthe calibration of the UTPole software
to test reinforced concrete elements and theevaluation of a sample of in-service reinforced

concrete columns (Chapter 7).

4. ? 2 U U Etlewddpling effect on the ultrasonic measurements in the evaluation of concrete
I 01 O OUU» & RodrigherFROBIELDO M.J, Wiciak, P., Cascante, G, Polak, M., &
Pandey, M.D. This paper includes the tests presented in Chapter 4 for theexamination of
possible couplants for testing concrete elements, and the results from the direct

measurement of the ultrasonic response using a laser vibrometer.
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1.4 Thesis organization

Chapter 1 presents the problem definition, the objectives and the expected contributions from

the research project.

The theoretical background is presented in Chapter 2, where the main concepts of the two
ultrasonic testing methods applied in the project are summarized. Also includes the literature

review and a brief description of the mechanisms of deterioration of conc rete.

Chapter 3 describesthe methodology followed in this research pr oject and Chapter 4 explains

the calibration of the ultrasonic transducers.

Chapter 5 summarizes the results of a study on the sensitivity of the ultrasonic pulse velocity
test to two types of internal damage (freeze/thaw and compression) and evaluates a possible

manner of incorporating ultrasonic wave attenuation in the evaluation of concrete samples.

Chapter 6 presents the study of the application of surface wavestesting to evaluate reinforced
concrete elements. Ths study considered the testing configuration, different types of

mounting of the sensors and alternative methods to process the test data.

Chapter 7 reports the results of the testing of in-service cmncrete columns using the field
testing device built during this research project. Finally, Chapter 8 summarizes the

conclusions and recommendations of the work.



Chapter 2 Background and Literature Review

2.1 Introduction

This chapter summarizes the generalities of reinforced concrete as a naterial and the
deterioration mechanisms of structural elements. The main inspection techniques are
mentioned, and the nondestructive methods for hardened concrete compared. As the testing
methodology employed in this research is based on stresswave methods, the fundamentals of

wave propagation are also summarized.

2.2 Generalities of reinforced concrete

Concrete is a widely used construction material because it may be used for different
applications and it presents economical and durability advantages (Kosmatka, Kerkhoff, &
Panarese, 2002) It is a composite material consisting of a binding medium formed by
hydraulic cement and water in which are embedded granular materials usually referred as
aggregates. Concrete can also include other materials with @menting properties (for example
natural pozzolans, fly ash or silica fume), admixtures or fibres. It is called reinforced concrete
when includes bars, wires, fibres, strands or other slender elements embedded in the matrix to
resist forces (ACI CT-13). By volume, the typical hydraulic concrete has volume fractions of
aggregates in the range of 0.7 to 0.8Lamond & Pielert, 2006). The rest of the volume is
occupied by the cement paste (water, cement, admixtures, other cenentitious materials) and
air voids. The aggregates are generally crushed rocks or gravels and sand, but also could be
crushed hydraulic cement concrete or iron blast-furnace slag. The aggregates are usually
classified as coarse and fine, being the coarsdhe aggregates retained in the 4.75mm (No. 4)
sieve, and the fine the portion passing the 4.75 mm sieve but that are predominantly retained
on the 75 mm (No. 200) sieve(ACI CT-13).

Even though an adequate selection of the materials (proportion and characteristics) is
essential for the performance of reinforced concrete, this is not sufficient to ensure that the
elements would have the durability expected. The production, handling, placing, finishing

and curing of concrete have an important effect in the final quality of the elements. These
factors and the consideration of the possible deterioration mechanisms should be analyzed in
the design stage so the concrete element would perform as intended during the expected
sewice life. Of these aspects, the most relevant for the research are the deterioration

mechanisms for reinforced concrete and are summarized in the next section.



2.3 Deterioration mechanisms for reinforced concrete

Deterioration in concrete can result from external factors (environmental conditions, stress,
strains) or internal to the material (concrete components). The damages can be classified as
physical and mechanical damages or chemical processes.

1 Physical and mechanical damage processes: those damages that have a physical or
mechanical origin: abrasion, fire, freeze and thaw, restraining effects (shrinkage and

temperature) and overloading or imposed strains.

1 Chemical damage processes: damages caused bychemical processes originated in the
environment or in the concrete matrix itself (Breysse, 2010) The main chemical processes
of damage are: carbonation, chloride penetration (which lead to corrosion of the
reinforcement), alkali -aggregate reaction, sulfate d@tack, leaching and ammonium nitrate

attack.

The understanding of the deterioration processes is fundamental to identify problems, choose
appropriate methods of inspection and ultimately to select adequate corrective measures.
Table 2-1 summarizes the main deterioration mechanisms and the information collected in the

inspections.

Table 2-1: Main deterioration mechanisms, consequences and required information (after Breysse,
2010)

Mechanism Consequences in concrete Required information
Overloading A If distributed damage: crack density,
- residual stiffness and strength
Restraining effects Damage, cracking ] . . _ .
(temperature, A If localized cracking: location, width,
shrinkage) depth
Scaling, spalling, A Affected areas
Freezethaw cycles g. p. g i
delamination A Depth of defect
. Strength decrease, A Depth reached by fire effects
ire . ) , _
spalling A Residual strengths atdifferent depths
Abrasion -erosion Material loss A Residual strength of surface layer
Increase in density, A Carbonation depth
Carbonation depassivation of steel, | A If corrosion: localization of active
thus, rebar corrosion corrosion areas and corrosion rate
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Table 2-1: Main deterioration mechanisms, consequences and required information (after Breysse,
2010)

Mechanism Consequences in concrete Required information

A Chloride content, chloride profile
Chloride attack Rebar corrosion A If corrosion: localization of active
corrosion areas and corrosion rate

Alkali -aggregate

; Internal expansion A Potential for future volume change
reaction ernal expansion, g

eneralized crackin A Residual stiffness and strength
Sulphate attack g J g
. Cement paste dissolution, | A Residual strength
Leaching . . . . .
increase in porosity A Porosity
. . Deterioration of cement A Depth of the attack
Ammonium nitrate . ) ) L .
attack paste, spalling, rebar A If corrosion: localization of active
corrosion corrosion areas and corrosion rate

Table 2-1 describes different signs of distress that can be identified in concrete elements, and
how concrete deterioration could affect the integrity and the performance of the elements.
Therefore, the condition assessment of concrete elements is an essential task for every
infrastructure owner. Different methods can be applied to inspect hardened concrete and the

selection is based on the characteristic of interest and the type of inspection required.

2.4 Condition assessment for concrete structural elements

The expected service life of concrete elementsis generally for several decades but as any
other material, concretez Performance is affected by environmental conditions, the normal
use of the structure, ageing and extreme load events. All these factors can induce damage in
the components and the detection of damage and its quantification is the main goal of the
inspections. In addition to damage, the inherent variability in the mechani cal properties of the
materials and the changes during the construction stage may lead to differences between the
designed and built elements. Therefore, dructural elements should be inspected regularly
during the service life to evaluate the current condition, and to ensure that the elements will

perform as intended in the design.

Figure 2-1 shows that documentation examination, visual inspections, field testing, laboratory

testing and structural analysis are the basic conponents for concrete evaluation.
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EXAMINE
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. LABORATORY DEVELOP
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TEST DATA REPARATIONS
STRUCTURAL

— ANALYSIS >

Figure 2-1: Concrete component evaluation (after ACI 365.1R-00)

ACI 365.1R-00 also highlight s that the testing of the concrete components and its performance

is needed in several circumstances, such as:

A Noncompliance with specifications

A Inadequate placing, compacting or curing of concrete
A

There is physical (overload, fatigue, abrasion, freeze and thaw, fire, explosion) or chemical

damage
A Concern about the capacity of the structure

A Verification of models, materials and environmental parameters considered in the service
life prediction in the design phase, or for the optimization of the operation and
maintenance.

The previous list demonstrates the importance of condition assessment techniques, and also
the broad range of conditions in which they are needed. For this reason, it is considered
necessary to indicate that for the purpose of this work, only the conditions related with the

deterioration of columns and that are revealed in a field inspection are considered. In the

following section the conditions studied are detailed.

2.4.1 Typical defects encountered in concrete columns

The defects in reinforced concrete can be classified as internal or external defects. External

defects include surface air voids, shrinkage cracking, scaling, spalling and popouts. Internal
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defects include honeycombing, inclusions, voids and corrosion. The definitions of the defects

presented below are from the ACI Concrete Terminology (ACI CT-13):

A Surface air voids: refers to cavities not exceeding 15 mmin diameter, generally resulting
from entrapment of air bubbl es in the surface offormed concrete during placement and
consolidation (Figure 2-2).

A Shrinkage cracking: cracking resulting from the restraint of shrinkage ( decrease in either
length or volume as a result of changes in the moisture content or chemical damages).This
kind of cracking can present a random, polygonal or parallel pattern (Figure 2-3). They can
present a width as wide as 3 mm and can be spaced fev millimetres o meters apart.
Usually begin as shallow cracks but can become full depth cracks during the service life
(ACI 224.1R07).

A Scaling: local flaking or peeling away of the near -surface portion of hardened concrete or

mortar.

A Spalling: refers to the formation of spalls which are fragments detached from the concrete

caused by weather action, a blow, expansion(Figure 2-4).

A Popouts: small portions of a concrete that break away due to localized internal pressure
that leaves a shallow, typically conical, depression (Figure 2-7).

A Honeycombs: voids between the coarse aggregate that are not filled with mortar (Figure
2-6). Honeycombing can be a consequence of improper placing methods a mixture with

excess of coarse aggregate and congested reinforcemerfKosmatka et al., 2002)

A Segregation: separation of the coarse aggregates from the mortar and the unequal
distribution of the aggregate in the mix ture. The areas with less aggregate waild tend to
experience larger cracking, shrinkage and having poor resistance to abrasion. The other
parts of the mixture that contain more coarse aggregate would be difficult to consolidate

and finish and segregation would be a cause of honeycombing (Kosmatka et al., 2002)

From the aforementioned defects, the internal defects (honeycombing and segregation) are of
special interest for the researd because they could exist in the element without evidence in
the surface. The other defects are easily i@ntified through visual inspection. The application

of the proposed methodology presents an advantage with respect to the existing technologies
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because it provides a cross sectional image intended to detect internal defects and

deterioration at earlier stages, which is not possible with the conventional methods.

Figure 2-2: Example of surface air voids (also Figure 2-3: Example of shrinkage cracking (ACI
called bug holes, ACI 201.1R08) 201.1R08)

Figure 2-4: Example of medium spalling of a Figure 2-5: Example of concrete flaking or spalling
concrete surface(ACI 201.1R-08) (http://concretetoolreviews.com)

Figure 2-6: Honeycombing (ACI 201.1R-08) Figure 2-7: Popouts (Kosmatka et al., 2002)
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2.4.2 Nondestructive testing (NDT) techniques for concrete

A method is considered nondestructive when the characteristics of the element being
inspected are not affected by the tests. NDT methods are used both during the construction
and operation phases with different purposes: for quality control of new construction , for
condition assessment of existing structures, for maintenance and rehabilitation purposes, and

for quality control of repairs.

Depending on when they are applied, NDT methods for concrete are divided in two groups:
methods applied in fresh concrete and in hardened concrete. This research focus is on existing
reinforced concrete elements; therefore, emphasis is made on the methods for hardened
concrete. The NDT methods applicable for hardened concrete are usually classified as:

A visual inspection
stresswave methods
nuclear methods

magnetic methods

A

A

A

A electrical methods
A methods for measuring transpor t properties
A infrared thermography and

A

radar

This research is focused on the application of ultrasonic and surface wave methods; hence, the

methods considered in detail are the stresswave methods for structural elements.

2.4.3 Stress-wave methods

Stresswave methods are based on the analysis of the propagation of waves through the
element under study. Wave propagation refers to the transmission of a disturbance in a
medium. The stress waves may be induced by impact or by a transducer, which is a device
that converts energy of one kind to another. Table 2-2 summarizes the main stresswave
methods applied to assess the condition of reinforced concrete structural elements, indicating
their main use, advantages and limitations. As it is indicated i n Table 2-2, the standardized
ultrasonic pulse velocity method is not used to identify defects because the test results only
provide an estimate of the velocity of propagation. However, the generation of a new
tomographic image based on statistical indexes(see Chapter 3)would allow improving the

application of the method to locate and identify internal defects in the elements.
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Table 2-2: Advantages and limitations of stress-wave methods for infrastructures (based on Tables 3 and 3.2.6 from ACI 228.2R13)

Method Principle Applications Advantages Limitations
A Requires access to two sides of
Ultrasonic pulse The travel time of a pulse of ultrasonic | To determine the relative condition or | A portable equipment  commercially the members.
velocity waves over a path of known length is | uniformity of concrete based on the measured available. Alt does not provide information

(ASTM C597)

measured.

pulse velocity.

A Relatively easy to use.

on the depth of the defect.

Ultrasonic echo

A transducer emits a short pulse of
ultrasonic waves, which is reflected by
the opposite side of the member or
internal defects. The arrival ti me of the

To locate defects such as delaminations, voids,

Alt is needed access only b one face of
the element.

A lt provides information on the depth of
the defect.

A Applicable to limited member
thickness.

Impact-echo
(ASTM C1383)

and honeycombing within the elements, or to AThe method based on Swave point AAn experienced operator is
reflected pulse is recorded by an | measure an element thickness. transducers and SAFT (Synthetic required.
adjace.nt rgceiver a_nd the round-trip Aperture Focusing Technique) permit
travel time is determined. construction of 3-D  tomographic

images.

A receiver adjacent to the impact point
monitors the arrival of the stress wave, . ) .
as it undergoes multiple reflections AAn  experienced  operator s

between surface and the opposite side
of plate-like member or from internal
defects. From frequency analysis it is
possible to determine the distance to
the reflector if the wave speed is
known.

To locate defects such as delaminations, voids,
honeycombing, or to measure element
thickness.

A Access to only one face is neded.

A Equipment is commercially available.

A Capable of locating a variety of defects.
A Does not require coupling material.

required.

A Current instrumentation limited
to testing members of maximum
thickness of 1 m.

Spectral analysisof
surface waves

A surface wave is generated through
impact and two receivers monitor the

surface motion. Using signal analysis
the wave speed is determined as a
function of wavelength. The elastic

constants of the layers are determined
through an inversio n process.

ATo determine the stiffness profile of a
pavement system.
A To assess the depth of deteriorated concrete.

Capable of determining the elastic
properties of layered systems, such as
pavements, interlayered good and poor
quality concrete.

Impulse response
(ASTM C1740)

The surface of the element tested is
struck with an instrumented hammer
and adjacent transducers measure the
dynamic response. Through signal
analysis it is possible to determine the
characteristics of the tested element.

To locate anomalous regions in plate-like
structures; voids below slabs on ground;
cracks, and constrictions in deep foundations.
It may provide information on low -strain
dynamic stiffness of shaft/soil systems.

A Access to only one face is needed.
A Equipment is commercially available.
A Does not require coupling materials.
A Large areas tested in short time.

AAn experienced operator s
required.
A Involves complex signal
processing.
AAn experienced operator is

required.
A Thickness limitation of 1 m.
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2.5Background information

In this section, the wave propagation fundamentals and the principles of the nondestructive test

methods employed in the project are briefly described.

2.5.1 Wave propagation fundamentals

The two methods studied in this research project are based on the propagation of stress waves
in the material. Therefore, in this section the fundamental concepts of wave propagation in
elastic media are briefly presented.

Ultrasonics refers to the use of ultrasound in differen t scientific applications, where ultrasounds

are those sounds that exceed human hearing range, generally considered as above 18 kHZBlitz

& Simpson, 1996)or 16 kHz (Ensminger & Bond, 2012). Since ultrasonics is the application of a
specific range of sound waves, the fundamentals of wave propagation are the basis for any
ultrasonic method.

Wave propagation is the transmission of a disturbance in a medium to other parts of the

medium without mass transport . Sound waves are stress waves, which mean that theycan only
exist in mass media, they cannot propagate in a vacuum and the transmission is by contact
(Ensminger & Bond, 2012). The waves are elastic when the induced stresses in the material do

not exceed its elastic limit and the material behaviour follows ' O OOI z Uw+ EP & w

Based on their oscillatory pattern, waves are described as Pwave, Swaves, R-waves or L-waves.
P-wave and S-waves are body waves, since they travel through the internal volume of the
elastic media. Rwaves and L-waves are called surface wawes because the propagation occurs in
the surface of the elastic medium. The surface in this case refers to a maximum depth of one
wavelength (), that is the distance between two planes in which the particles are in the same
state of motion (two compression zones, for example). It is the distance that the sound will
move in the direction of propagation in a given material at a specific frequency. The depth that
is affected depends on the frequency of the wave propagating and the velocity of propagation
in the specific material (2-4). Figure 2-8 illustrates the basic types of waves in solids and the

main characteristics of each type of wave are summarized below.

1 P-wave: are the waves associated to the propagation of normal stresgs and are
compressional or dilatational waves. They are also called longitudinal waves or primary

waves, since in solids they are the fastest mode of propagation.
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S-wave: correspond to the transmission of shear strain without volumetric deformation.
The particle motion is perpendicular to the direction of propagation and as t hey propagate

slower than P-waves, they are known as secondary waves.

R-wave: or Rayleigh waves are surface waves because their motion is restricted to surface

of the medium (one wavelength). The particle motion is retrograde.

L-waves: Love waves propagate in a horizontal plane and the particle motion is

perpendicular to the direction of propagation.

Lamb waves: also known as plate waves, they occur when a medium has two free surfaces
and the thickness is approximately one wavelength. They can be generated only at
particular values of frequency, angle of incidence and material thickness. The velocity of
the wave depends on the mode of propagation and the product of the material thickness

and the examination frequency (Hellier, 2001).

Love waves

P-waves

Compressions
[ B Undisturbed medium

7 ey Y S 7 5 y A S S— 1 7 y oo v 7 a5 7 47 2

l_ Dilatations _J

e

S-waves R-waves

L
At

Double Amplittude
Wavelengthm

1 =

Figure 2-8: Type of waves in solids
(http://kiska.qgiseis.alaska.edu/input/west/guides/amato_faulting/wave_types.jpg)
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The velocity of propagation of a wave depends on the medium properties (modulus of elasticity,
/| OPUUOOZUWUEUDOOWEIT O U b-Wave thopegadidh beéhavioir My e Bedtibi T wUOUI
infer characteristics of a material. For example, the speed of a P-wave @ is given by the
Ul OEUPOOwWOIl wlOT 1 w8 OUOT z U uwaadiHe Gedditywtp s dllaws: ODUU OOz UwUE

%p 2 (2-1)

Mp 2 p C32

The velocity of the S -waves (o depends only on the density and on the shear modulus (G), as

it is shown in the next equation:

0 (2-2)
w ra

The ratio between the velocity of the Swaves and the surface waves, specifically Rayleigh

waves, is given by equation (2-3):

p G+ 23

w
W

In addition to the wave velocity (V), two wave properties that have a significant effect in the
testing results are the wavelength () and the frequency (Q. Both properties are related to the

velocity by the following expression:

w O (2-4)
The frequency ("Q of a wave is the number of oscillations per second and the units of frequency
are hertz (Hz). The frequency is the inverse of the time period (T) and it is related with the

angular frequency (] ) as follows:

—

“ (2-5)

p
~N o

A wave can also be characterized by thewave number () defined in relation with the

wavelength:
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Q — (2-6)

As a wave propagates in a medium, it interacts with discontinuities and the boundaries of the
elements, which results in the partition of the acoustic energy. Depending on the type of
incident wave and the acoustic properties of the media, a portion of the incident wave is
reflected and part is transmitted. The reflection (Re) and transmission (Tr) coefficients for an

incident wave are given hy:

Y — (2-7)

v (2-8)

where @ is the acoustic impedance of material 1 and® the acoustic impedance of material 2.

The acoustic impedance of a material is the product of the density and the wave velocity:

W "W (2-9

Table 2-3 shows the typical values for the acoustic impedances of the materials of interest for
reinforced concrete elements.lIt indicates the relatively low acoustic impedance of air. When a
wave is traveling in concrete or steel, and it encounters an air interface, the reflection coefficient
is approximately 1.0, which means that there is almost total reflection. For this reason it is

possible to use NDT stresswave methods to locate voids or other defects within the concrete.

Table 2-3: Typical values for the acoustic impedance (ACI 228.2R-13)

P

Material  Acoustic impedance 1'I ':

Air 0.4
Water 1.5x10
Concrete 7 to 10 x10
Steel 47 x10
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The acoustic impedance also explains the convenience of the use of wave attenuation. Although
a thin crack would not produce a measureable change in wave velocity, it will produce a
significant change in the wave amplitude because of the impedance mismatch (Berubé, 2008)
The wave attenuation is a factor that describes the decrease inwave intensity or pressure as the
wave propagates in a medium. There are different ways of expressing the attenuation, but
normally is expressed in decibels per unit length (Hellier, 2001, ASTM E131611b). The
attenuation may also be expressed in nepers (Np) per unit length. The value in decibels is equal
to 8.68 times the value in nepers for a given distance or time. If the amplitude is been reduced
by one neper, it means that the amplitude has fallen to pj Aof its initial value, where Ais the
base of the natual logarithm. The total attenuation of a propagating wave is defined as:

! @
- g A (2-10)

where A1 and A: are the amplitudes at the distances x and x:Ow ¢ wDUwUOT T wi 1 601 UUPE
constant E O Exus Yhe spatial coefficient of wave attenuation caused by the material damping.

Expressing equation (2-10) in terms of the attenuation coefficient:

! p
g O

- N
L= i (2-11)

Attenuation results from different factors: wave spreading, scattering, absorption and mode

conversion. The combined loss of scattering and absorption is known as the material
attenuation, and the loss from the wave spreading is usually referred as geometric attenuation.
The dispersion, deflection or redirection of the energy in an ultrasonic beam caused by small
reflectors (interface at which there is a change in acoustic impedance) is known as scattering
(ASTM E131611b). Depending on the feature size and the wavelength of the radiation there are
different scattering regimes known as Rayleigh scattering, mid-frequency scattering and long

wavelength scattering (Ensminger & Bond, 2012}

A Rayleigh scattering: it is present for small features, where dimensions are a small
fraction of the wavelength.

A Mid -frequency scattering or stochastic: it occurs when the features are of the order of
the wavelength.

A Long wavelength scattering or diffusive: where dimensions are several wavelengths.
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Scattering is a common cause of ultrasonic attenuation. There are different relationships for the
attenuation depending on the scattering regime (Table 2-4). In this table, 1 is the wavelength of
the ultrasonic wave, D is the average grain diameter, | is the ultrasonic attenuation, "Qs the
ultrasonic frequency, A1, A2 and Asare the coefficients that depend on the elastic moduli of the

material tested. Also is included the relationship in terms of the damping factor ( , because it is
a manner of expressing the attenuation more common in structural analysis. The damping

factor can also be expressed in terms of the coefficient of attenuation Y and the wavelength _ as

follows (Cascante, 1996)

=2 (212
C
From equation (2-4) it follows that the wavelength could be expressed as:
] ° (2-13
A

Replacing 1 and the expressions for| in Table 2-4 in equation (2-12), it is obtained the
relationship between the damping coefficients as a function of the frequency presented in the

same table

Table 2-4: Relationships for the attenuation for the different scattering regimes (Ensminger & Bond, 2012)

Scattering of Relation between the wavelength Attenuation .
. . . Damping
ultrasonic waves and the target dimension
Rayleigh _L o | 60"Q , M
cli
) . d)(]‘)q’O/E
Stochastic _ © | 00Q , m
C
I . €0 3PH,0
Diffusive _L O | 00O , —
G

In NDT the consideration of the scattering characteristics of the materials is very important,
since it defines the sensitivity of the method and the frequency that should be used for the

testing.

The sensitivity is usually referred as the smallest refledor that produces a discernible signal on

the display of an ultrasonic system (Hellier, 2001). As it may be noticed from Table 2-4, for the
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three scattering regimes, the size of the grain of the material has an effect on the scattering. In
the case of concretewhich is a heterogeneous material formed by particles of different sizes, the

scattering is an important aspect to take into account to ensure the effectiveness of the NDT test.

There are different parameters that can be used to estimatethe coefficient of attenuation Yx, for
example in the time domain the peak-to-peak amplitude (PTP) or ratio between amplitudes . In
the frequency domain two common methods are the maximum magnitudes or the sp ectrum
area (Kirlangic, 2013). The method considered in this work to quantify the mate rial attenuation
is by comparing the area below the frequency spectra computed from the ultrasonic
measurements. The attenuation is quantified as the ratio of the area below the frequency
spectrum (in the frequency bandwidth of interest) after a specific type of action (freeze/thaw or
compressive loading), and the area below the spectrum at the baseline condition. Since the
apparent wave attenuation includes the losses caused by the instrumentation, the specimen
configuration, sound directivity and the measurement procedure (ASTM E1316-11b), the
computation of the areas of the spectra requires first to identify the frequencies related to the
instrumentation and the frequencies corresponding to the specimen. The identification of these
frequencies can be donenormalizing the frequency response of the system formed by the
specimen and the testing setup, by the transfer function obtained placin g the transducers face
to-face. The system function O5 can be obtained by deconvolution dividing the frequency

components of the received voltage 6 5 by the transfer function O 5 of the system:

(o2}

) 5
05  F4 (2-14)

O

The transfer function is the ratio between the magnitude of the Fourier transform of the output
signal and the Fourier transform of the input signal. This procedure can be applied because the

system is linear, and a linear system may be characterized by its frequency response.

It is recommended that the transfer function O 5 is obtained from any calibration setup that
can be modeled explicitly which would include the effect of the electrical and mechanical
components (Schmer & Song, 2007) However, the effect of the coupling with the specimen is
not accounted for directly with this procedure and a more thorough of the effect of coupling on

the ultrasonic measurements is needed.
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2.5.2 Test methods

2.5.2.1 Ultrasonic pulse velocity method

Ultrasonic pulse velocity (UPV ) is one of the most common nondestructive testing (NDT)
methods employed for the condition assessment of structural concrete elements. Some of the
applications of the pulse velocity method are: to assess the uniformity and the relative quality of
the concrete, to indicate the presence of voids ad cracks, and to evaluate the effectiveness of
crack repairs (ACI 228.2R13). Another important use of UPV is to assess the damage in concrete

caused by freeze/thaw cycles.

According to the standard ASTM C597-16, the scope of UPV test is the determination of the
propagation velocity of the longitudinal (P -waves) through concrete. It is of interest to calculate
the pulse velocity of the longitudinal stress waves because the velocity is related to the density
and the elastic properties of the material. Consequently, the stresswave propagation behaviour
may be used to infer characteristics of a material (2-1).

The pulse velocity 6 is calculated dividing the distance b etween the centers of the ultrasonic
transducers faces by the transit time, which corresponds to the time taken by a pulse to travel
from the transmitter to the receiver through the concrete specimen. As an example, Figure 2-9

shows the setup used to perform the pulse velocity test for concrete cylinders.

Figure 2-9: Setup to measure the pulse velocity through concrete cylinders

The transit time is defined as the time from the start of the triggering of the pulse emitted by the
transmitter, to the detection of the first arrival of the longitudinal waves. To estimate the exact
time it is necessary to subtract the delay caused by the transducers and the electronic equipment.
The delay can be defined placing the transducers face to face as shown irFigure 2-10.
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Figure 2-10: Testing setup to measure the delay caused by the electronics

In the recommendations from the International Union of Laboratories and Experts in
Construction Materials (RILEM, from the name in French), the pulse velocity method is the
reference method to evaluate the frog resistance of concrete(RILEM TC 176-IDC, 2004) The
evaluation in accordance to these re@mmendations is not directly through the velocity, but

based on the change in the relative transit timez after n freeze/thaw cycles calculated from
equation (2-15):

Z 5 (2-19)

where z is the relative transit time, YO is the total transit time before the first freeze/thaw cycle
minus the transit time in the coupling medium; and YO is the total transit time after n cycles

minus the transit time in the coupling medium.

It is not recommended to consider the pulse velocity as a means to directly assess the
compressive strength of the concrete (ASTM C597-16), because there are several factors that
affect pulse velocity (for example the type and amount of aggregate, the moisture content, the
amount and orientation of the reinforcement) that may overshadow the changes in the strength
(ACI 228.1R03). In addition, as the pulse velocity is proportional to the square root of the elastic
modulus, and the elastic modulus is proportional to the square root of the compressive strength,
as the maturity of the concrete increases, large changes in compressivestrength produce only
minor changes in pulse velocity (ACI 437R-03; ACI 228.1R03). Pulse velocity method is suitable
to locate regions where the concrete is of different quality or where there may be internal

defects, but the nature of those defects canno be determined based on the measured velocity
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obtained by the use of this test method are not to be considered as a meanf measuring
strength nor as an adequate test for establishing compliance of the modulus of elasticity of field
concrete with that assumed in the design? (ASTM C597-16).

For the reasons exposedthe pulse velocity method is considered in this research as amethod to
locate defects, such as honeycombing or cracking, but it is not intended to use the

measurements of pulse velocity to estimate the strength of the concrete elements.

2.5.2.2 Analysis of surface waves

The Spectral Analysis of Surface Waves (SASW)s a method that was developed to determine

the thickness of the layers and the elastic stiffness of soils and pavements(ACI 228.2R-13).

Figure 2-11 illustrates the general test configuration. Rayleigh waves are generated by
impacting the surface of the tested element, and two receivers are used tomonitor the motion of
the waves as they propagate along the surface. The streses generated from the impact contain a
range of frequency components; therefore, the R-waves have different frequencies that in a

layered medium will propagate with different phase velocities.

Computer for signal
analysis

Data acquisition %\
system \TI\’ |
2] o —

Vibration source —
Receiver 1 . Receiver 2
Surface waves —_
05x i
| dzx X i

Figure 2-11: Schematic representation of the SASW method (afterACI 228.2R-13)

The surface wave analysis has three main steps: the execution of the test or data gathering, the

construction of the experimental dispersion curve and the inversion of the dispersion curve. It is

25



called dispersion curve the plot of the phase velocity versus the wavelength or frequency.
Another representation is the frequency spectrum, in which the frequencies are represented as a

function of the wave number Q. The frequency spectrum is also called FK plot.

Phase velocities are calculated by determining the travel times for each frequency (or
wavelength) component between the two receivers. The travel times are determined from the
phase difference of the frequency components arriving at the receivers. The phase difference is

computed from equation (2-16):
Yo O@Gi Y 0@i VY (2-16)

where Y3 is the phase difference,& 4 and & 4are the Fourier transform of the signals recorded
by the receivers and0 EA @A and 0 E A @ A are the unwrapped phase of the respective
Fourier transform. The phase velocity for each frequency may be calculated from equation (2-17)

& S (2-17)
RS %

where @ 71 is the phase velocity for the specific frequency] , 3®is the receivers spacing

and 3+ is the phase difference calculated from equation (2-16).

The dispersion curve of the experimental data can be computed using equation (2-17). A
theoretical dispersion curve is determined assuming a layered system that represents the test
site, which is modelled as layers of varying thickness, with an assigned density and an elastic
constant. The theoretical curve is compared with the experimental dispersion curve until there

is a satisfactory agreement between the curves.

Given that SASW configuration uses only two receivers, the test needs to be repeated several
times to perform an evaluation. To facilitate the testing, the method called Multi -channel
analysis of surface waves (MASW) was developed (Kirlangic, Cascante, & Polak, 2015) The
method follows the same procedure than SASW, but instead of two receivers it is used an aray
of equally spaced receivers. In addition to faster data collection and better noise control (Wu,
2012) MASW has the advantage that is able to identify and separate different modes in the R-
waves. In this project, a method based on MASW testing is used. The procedure followed in this
work differs from the standard method in the type of source (ultrasonic source instead of a
hammer) and the material studied. MASW is typically used in geotechnical exploration and in

this research is employed to evaluate reinforced concrete elements. The analysis of surface
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waves method has the potential to detect damage that could be visually undetected because the

surface wave velocity decreases in damaged concretgKalinski, Stokoe I, Jirsa, & Roesset, 1994)

2.6 Combination of NDT methods

Every NDT method has some advantages and some limitations that make a method preferable
for specific applications. Currently, the common practice is to use a combination of methods;
thus, a second method is used to provide additional information that may overcome the

limitations of the firs t method. According to (Breysse, Klysz, Dérobert, Sirieix, & Lataste, 2008)

NDT methods can be considered in four types of combinations:

A Type A: the results from two or more methods are compared to confirm the

measurements and variations recorded.

A Type B: the results from two or more techniques are compared with the purpose of

improving the interpretation of the results.

A Type C: one technique is used for a rough mapping of the elements and a second
technique is applied in the potential areas of concernidentified with the first technique.

A Type D: a second technique is usedto correct the effect of a specific parameter affecting

the first technique.

In this research project the use of two nondestructive methods is studied: the surface waves
analysis and ultrasonic transmission. The combination investigated could be classified astype C,
because the surface waves analysis is intended to be used to identify areas of dissimilar
characteristics in the columns. Then, these areas are tested with an ultrasonic testing device

developed in the research group.

The foreseen application of the methodology is for the preliminary investigation of reinforced
concrete columns. The preliminary investigation is essential to establish the general condition of
the elements, to define the number of tests needed and the location of the tests. The selection of
the samples taken to characterize the concrete of the elements under sidy depends on a
preliminary investigation (ASTM C823-12).

2.7 Use of arrays and tomographic techniques

There are different methods to generate ultrasonic waves: piezoelectric transducers, lasers,
electromagnetic and mechanical transmitters (Ensminger & Bond, 2012) In ultrasonic testing

piezoelectric transducers are used typically to induce the ultrasonic waves. A piezoelectric
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transducer is a device that converts electrical energy in ultrasonic energy and vice versa(Blitz &

Simpson, 1996) This type of transducer needs to be in contact with the object tested and must
be attached using acouplant, for example grease or gel.A couplant is a substance used between
the transducer and the object tested to permit or improve transmission of the ultrasonic energy
(Hellier, 2001). The coupling material and the applied forces to place the transducers have an
important effect on the wave amplitude; therefore, are two important factors that should be

taken into account for field testing. The transducers also must be calibrated for the specific

material under study to ensure the required precision and accuracy.

The most common transducers for testing concrete are the transducers with a resonant
frequency of 50 kHz (ACl 228.2R13). The standard (ASTM C597-16) establishes that the
transducers should have a resonant frequency in the range of 20 kHz to 100 kHz. The selection
of the transducers is based mainly on the element being tested, and in the size ofthe defect or

feature that is under investigation.

The usual configuration for pulse velocity testing consists of two transducers located at
opposite sides of the element being tested(see for example Figure 2-9). One transducer emits
the ultrasonic wave pulse, and the other receives the pulse. The time between the start of the
pulse and the detection at the receiver is termed the arrival time. Since the path between the
transmitter and the receiver is known, the wave velocity can be computed dividing the distance
by the arrival time. As the wave propagation depends on the elastic properties of the material,
the wave velocity is used as a means of charaatrization of the material. If the only parameter
considered in the test is the wave velocity, this configuration may provide reliable results.
Nevertheless, some researchers have demonstrated that wave velocity is not as sensitive as
wave attenuation to in homogeneities (Prada, Fratta, & Santamarina, 2000;Chai, Momoki,
Kobayashi, Aggelis, & Shiotani, 2011; Kirlangic, 2013) The attenuation is the factor that
describes the decrease in ultrasound intensity or pressure with distance, and normally
expressed in decibels per unit length (Hellier, 2001). Given that attenuation measurements are
more sensitive to material damage, several researchers(Prada et al, 2000; Chai et al., 2011
Aggelis et al., 2009 Yim et al., 2012)suggest the complementary use of velocity and attenuation.
On the other hand, the determination of the attenuation is more affected by the coupling

conditions, which are difficult to control in the field.

Another problem of the usual testing configuration is that t he results are based on

measurements over a single travel path. It is likely that some defects may not be detected
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because of the orientation selected or because of the size of the defecbecause the influence of
some defects on thetransit time measurements is relative to the position of the defect and the

travel path considered (ASTM C597-16). A manner of addressing these problems is using
ultrasonic arrays. An ultrasonic array is a patterned arrangement of elements (ASTM E131611b,
2011) and a basic classification is made depending on their configuration as one-dimensional

(1-D), two dimensional (2D) and annular. Arrays have the advantage that is possible to take

different measurements from a single source location, and can be used to produce images for
the visualization of the int ernal structure of a component (Drinkwater & Wilcox, 2006) . This
visualization may be obtained through tomographic techniques (Prada et al, 2000;Kim, Fratta,

& Pincheira, 2011)

Since 1998 phased array ultrasonics has been in continuous progress and actually there are
available commercial systems that provide tomographic images of concrete components. As an
example, the patented devices MIRA™ and EyeCON™ by Germann Instruments, shown in

Figure 2-12, have been used to generate 2D and 3D tomographic images bconcrete elements.

Figure 2-12: Examples of commercially available tomographers for concrete by Germann Instruments,

MIRA ™ on the left and EyeCON™ on the right (De la Haza et al, 2013)

Both systemsuse dry point contact (DPC) transducers that transmit shear waves into concrete.
They are called dry point transducers because there is no need of a coupling fluid, and the
transducers are spring loaded to ensure sufficient coupling to irregular surfaces. MIRA ™

consists on a 2D array of 48 transducers ina 4 by 12 configuration (Figure 2-12). On the other
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hand, EyeCON™ uses a rectangular array of 24 transducers. These two systems generate the

tomographic images from t he arrival time of shear waves.

In recent years, several researcherdhave investigated the application of ultrasonic arrays and
imaging techniques for concrete elements (Krause et al, 200% Kim et al., 2011;Chai et al., 2011
Schickert, 2012; Molero et al., 2012 De la Haza et al., 2013 Nelson et al., 2014 Haach, 2016.
There are reports of successful applications ofimaging techniques for the evaluation of grouted
beams, concretedams (Chai et al., 2011) freeze and thaw damage (Molero et al., 2012)and for
the detection voids in metallic ducts in post -tensioned bridge beams (Forde, 2013) In the cases
mentioned the tomographic image is based on the ultrasonic velocity distribution. The cross
section under study is divided in a rectangular mesh and several travel paths are defined. The
localized wave velocity in each region is determined f rom a procedure to invert the travel time
tabulated as a function of distance for the pulse velocity. Different properties of the concrete
and several types of elements may be studied through imagining techniques; however, it has
been mainly applied to flat reinforced elements as slabs and beamsFurthermore, the imaging
techniques are mostly based on arrival time measurements. The measurements of the
attenuation are not usually taken because of the difficulty to obtain reliable measurements in
the field.

2.8NDT testing of wood poles (UTPole system)

An important antecedent f or this research project is the research conductedat the University of
Waterloo to assess the condition of wood poles. For details of the project refer to (Tallavo, 2009)
and (Tallavé, Casaante, & Pandey, 2011) The final result of the research on wood poles
mentioned was the UTPole system. UTPole is a nondestructive ultrasonic testing device,
software and assessment method, developed for the condition evaluation of in-service wood
poles that is based on ultrasonic and statistical measurements. The system consists of three
components: the electronics (the batteries, data acquisition system, pulse generation system and
the signal amplifier), the transducers array and the software that controls the execution of tests,
the data acquisition and the processing of the data (Figure 2-13). The picture shows the current
state of the system. However, as it is indicated in the Statement of contributions and in section
3.3.2, the construction of the field testing device was done as part of the project presented in this
thesis. At the beginning of this research, the UTPole system consisted of the software and a

different array of transducers. The field testing was done using laboratory equipment, and the
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portable electronic system was only conceptually designed. As it is described in section 3.3.2,

the final prototype is the final result of the work done to test wood and concrete elements.

ELECTRONICS

UTPOLE SYSTEM
(Tallavo, F. 2016)

TRANSDUCERS

Figure 2-13: UTPole system

The testing is performed using a calibrated annular array of eight piezoelectric transducers with
a nominal frequency of 82 kHz evenly spaced around the pole cross-section as shown in Figure

2-14. In the figure, the letters indicate the position of the receivers.

Source
A l {Transmitter)

Curved raypaths ]

fr= 135 _—

D

fr= 180 Receivers

Figure 2-14: Location of the ultrasonic transducers (Tallavo et al., 2012)
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The array is a customized belt that can be adjusted to testelements of different diameters. In
each test, one of the transducers functions as a transmitter and the other seven as receivers.he
signals received are recorded and processed using software deeloped specifically for the
system. The times signals are then used to compute the velocity, the attenuation and the
statistical indexes from which is performed the assessment of the condition. The explanation of

the computation of the dissimilarity index is presented in section 3.4.2.
The UTPole system presents several advantages:

a) The method is based on statistical indexes calculated from the ultrasonic measurements of

wave velocity, wave attenuation and the elastic moduli, not only on wave velocity.

b) The statistical indexes computed provide a means to quantify the extent of the damage in the
cross section being tested.

c) It takes into account the variability of the material properties that influence the ultrasonic
wave velocity. In order to obtain reliable ultrasonic measurements, it is needed to take into
account the intrinsic variability of the parameters that affect wave velocity and to assess the

effect of that variability in the estimation of wave velocity.

d) The statistical indexes computed from the ultrasonic measurements allow a tomographic
image of the cross sectionto be generated The tomograms are useful tools to visualize the
extent of deterioration and also are suitable to track the progression of the damage. Figure

2-15 presents two examples of the tomograms obtained from UTPole in wood poles.

A Decayed area = 2% A Decayed area = 45%

SOUND POLE DECAYED POLE

Figure 2-15: Example of the tomographic images obtained from UTPole system
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2.9 Summary

This chapter included the main findings of the literature review and the background

information needed to explain the methodology and the results of the research project. This
comprised the fundamentals of wave propagation, the explanation of the different stresswave
nondestructive testing techniques applicable for the assessment of hardened concrete,and a
brief description of the mechanisms of deterioration of concrete. Furthermore, reference was
made to the current practice of combination of nondestructive methods and the use of
tomographic techniques to improve the assessment of structural elements. Finally, the

description of the testing system for wood poles that is a precedent for this research was
presented.
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Chapter 3 Methodology

3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the components of the methodology followed in this research project,
aimed to develop a testing system that could be used for the assessment of the uniformity of

reinforced concrete circular columns.

3.2 Literature review

The literature review was needed to understand the state of the art in inspection methods for
concrete elements, the existing limitations of the methods under study and the improvements

required.

Ultrasonic pulse velocity (UPV) or transmission through has been used for decades and is one
of the most common NDT methods (ACI 228.2R-13, 2013 Breysse, 2012Cetrangolo & Popovics,
201Q Dilek, 2007; Naik, Malhotra, & Popovics, 2004). Due to the large amount of available

literature on this topic, it was decided to limit the literature review to four topics:
i. Inspection methods for concrete elements in service
ii. Applications and limits of the ultrasonic pulse velocity test;
iii. Combination of nondestructive methods ; and,
iv. Capacity models for evaluation of columns .

The outcome of the literature review was the identification of the main limitations of the
application of ultrasonic pulse velocity to assess concrete columns. Taking into consideration

these findings, the following characteristics of the research project were defined:

a. The available pulse velocity systems rely mainly on measurements of the arrival time of
P-waves and alternative procedures are needed. The methodology proposed is based on

measurements of velocity and attenuation.

b. Every NDT method has some advantages and some limitations. Currently, the common
practice is to use a combination of methods. For this project, the complementary use of
two stress wave methods (surface wave analysis and direct transmission ultrasonic

pulse velocity) was investigated.

c. A probabilistic approach is needed, because there are many sources of uncertainty in the

materials, testing procedures and results. Also, the probabilistic approach would make
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possible to deliver quantitative data that may be used for the analysis of the actual

capacity of the columns.

The literature review also facilitated the identification of the fundamental aspects that needed to
be addressed in the subsequent experimental work.

3.3 Experimental component

The experimental component consists of the investigation in the laboratory of specific aspects of
the methodology and the construction of the field testing device. Once the field testing device

was built and tested, a sample of in-service columns was evaluated.

3.3.1 Laboratory testing

The laboratory testing comprised three groups of tests that were intended to study specific
aspects of the methodology: the sensitivity of the pulsetvelocity method to detect internal
damage, the application of surfacetwaves method to reinforced concrete elements and the
verific ation of the functioning of the complete system. Since the purpose of this chapter is to
give an overview of the methodology, only a brief description is made. The details are

presented in chapters5, 6 and 7.

A Freeze/thaw and compression damage: the purpose of these tests was to evaluate the
sensitivity of the ultrasonic pulse velocity method to two types of internal damage. Also,
to assess the adequacy of the attenuation computations to complement the information
obtained from the velocity. The description of the tests and the main findings can be
found in Chapter 5.

A Surface wave testing of reinforced concrete elements: five beams were evaluated using
the surface wave method to experiment different testing configurations and to evaluate
alternative signal processing techniques. The results related with the surface wave testing

are presented in Chapter 6.

A Verification of the field t esting system: the construction of the field testing tool is
described in section 3.3.2 However, is considered as part of the laboratory
experimentation the verif ication of the response of the different components (electronic

boards, data acquisition system and transducers array) separately and then jointly. Also
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the evaluation of the results of the testing of a cylindrical mortar sample of known

properties reported in Chapter 7. This testing was done before using the device in the field.
3.3.2 Construction of the field testing device
As it was indicated in section 2.8 this reseach project contributed in the construction of the

UTPole portable ultrasonic device (Figure 3-1), which consists of:

A Portable electronics apparatus: case comprising the batteries (two 12V rechargeable
batteries), the pulse generation system (high voltage board), the signal amplifier (low
voltage board) and the data acquisition system (NI USB-6356 Data Acquisition Card).

A Transducer array: formed by eight piezoelectric transducers with nominal frequency of

82 kHz, the transducer holders and an adjustable band.

A UTPole software: it is the software that controls the execution of the tests, the data

acquisition and the processing of the data.

Figure 3-1: UTPole system

A significant contribution of the project is the collaboration in the development of the portable
system. The collaboration consisted in the following main tasks: the management and technical

assistance to the electronic specialists in charge of the development of the electronic systemthe
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construction of the electronics apparatus, the design of the transducers holders and the testing
of the components and the whole system before the field work. In addition, field testing of

wood poles and concrete columnswas conducted to as part of the collaboration.
Portable electronics apparatus

Figure 3-2 shows the electronic boards, the boards connected to the data acquisition system
during the verification in the laboratory and a top view of the apparatus. The construction of

this apparatus was essential to make the system portable and adequate for field testing.

Amplifier (Low voltage board) Pulse generator (High voltage board)
= ~/ - i

—E B NN

Figure 3-2: Portable electronics apparatus

Transducer array

For the construction of the transducer array, several prototypes were fabricated using different
materials and methods (machining and 3D printing). The modification of the device was

necessary:
i. To improve the portability of the system,
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ii. To reduce the time to perform each test, and

iii. To ensure an adequate coupling between the sensors and theelements being tested.

The original sensor array is shown in Figure 3-3. In Figure 3-4 and Figure 3-5 are illustrated
some of the transducers holders evaluated and in Figure 3-6 and Figure 3-7, the complete
arrays using a ratchet system and elastic bands. The ratchets and the elastic bands were
evaluated because they allow adjusting the sensors aroundthe element under study . Also they

ensure a consistent pressure to enhance wave transmission (coupling).

Figure 3-3: Original sensors array

Figure 3-4: Models for the transducer holder s using ratchets
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Figure 3-5: Models of the transducers holders for the system using elastic bands

Figure 3-6: Examples of adjustable systems evaluated
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Figure 3-7: Final design of the adjustable sensors array

As soon as the field testing device was finished and verified in the laboratory, the calibration of
the transducers and the study of the coupling were done. The description of the procedure
followed for the study of the coupling and the calibration of the transducers is included in

Chapter 4. However, the calibration of the whole system was also required and is explain in the
next section.

3.4 Field testing for calibration of UTPole for concrete

The assessment performed with the UTPole system is based on the cocept of dissimilarity
indexes (section 3.4.2, which can be adapted toany material, not only wood as it was initially
intended. Therefore, the final step of the methodology is the calibration of the UTPole system to

evaluate reinforced concrete columns using the data collected from existing columns.

3.4.1 Wave propagation modeling in UTPole software

UTPole software uses the arrival times measured to solve numerically the velocities of
propagation of P-waves in a cylindrically orthotropic medium excited by an impulsive force.
The simplified model considers the medium as an elastic material with mechanical properties
defined as random variables. The results of the analysis are the probability density function for

the velocity, and the radial ('O) and transverse (O) moduli of elasticity (Tallavé, 2009)

In the software, the circular cross section is divided in 25 regions and considers 28 independent

ray paths between the transducers(Tallavo, Cascante, & Pandey, 2011as shown in Figure 3-8.
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Curved raypath

Figure 3-8: Discretization and ray paths considered for the analysis of the wave propagation in the

UTPole software (figure from Tallavé et al., 2011)

For each region the wave velocity is computed solving the inverse problem from the travel time

measurements of the compression waves using the kast squares method for each ray path.
Inverse problems are those that solve the input or the properties of the system from the
information of the output by assuming a model that relates the two (Santamarina & Fratta,
2005) The solution of the distribution of the velocities in this case is an inverse problem becaise
the measured quantities are the arrival times, the assumed relation is the computation of the
velocity and the unknowns are the velocities. The distances are defined for each ray path in

terms of the regions that they are crossing.

3.4.2 Definition of the d issimilarity indexes

The UTPole system identifies potentially damaged sectionsusing the overall dissimilarity index
(/ 9 ), computed at eachtransducer location according to the following expression:

/19 $B O $) Op 7 (3-1)

where O'® is the dissimilarity index for the wave velocity (3-2), O'® the dissimilarity index

for the transmission factor (3-3) and W is a weight factor calculated from equation (3-4):

$p (3-2)

41



where @ is the P-wave velocity calculated from the ultrasonic test, the expected value of
the pulse velocity (corresponding to a specific material), and , the standard deviation for the

wave velocity at the same receiver location.

The dissimilarity index for the transmission factor (O® is defined as:

Pt

$) <

(3-3
where 0 is the measured transmission factor (reciprocal of the attenuation factor) computed in

the frequency domain, * is the expected value and,,  is the standard deviation .

The weight factor (W) is defined as:

_ P

#/ 6 (3-4)
P 776
where COVvrepresents the coefficient of variation in the velocity measurements and COVathe

coefficient of the variation in the attenuation calculations.

Then, the parameters needed for a specific material are the coefficiens of variation (COV) and
the expected values for the wave velocity and attenuation. In the next section is presented the

derivation of these parameters for concrete.

3.4.3 Expected values and coefficients of variation for UPV in concrete

Many factors affect the expected value of the pulse velocity in reinforced concrete, such as the
relative proportions of concrete components (aggregates, water, cement)(Blitz & Simpson, 1996);
the degree of saturation of the element may increase pulse velocities up to 5% (ASTM C59716);
the velocity through steel is greater than in concrete and the measurements in heavily
reinforced members would be greater especially when the measurement is parallel to
reinforcing bars (Blitz & Simpson, 1996), and in deteriorated concrete the differences in UPV
tests results could be as large as 20%ASTM C597-16).

On the other hand, the test is reported to have low within -test variation. ACI 228.1R-03
compared the within -test coefficient of variation (COV) reported by several researchers and the
maximum COV reported was 1.9%. This value is consistent with the value of 2% of repeatability
for different operators using the same instrument, or one operator using different instruments,

according to ASTM C597-16. The low within -test variability and the difficulty to estimate an
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expected value of the velocity support the postulate that the data from the velocity test should
be analyzed in a relative sense. For this purpose the dissimilarity index is adequate, but a

baseline condition or calibration is needed.

3.4.4 Calibration of UTP ole system for reinforced concrete circular columns

The calibration of the UTPole system to evaluate reinforced concrete columns can be divided in
three steps:

I. Testing of in-service columns
Il. Estimation of the elastic moduli and the probability distribution of wave velocity

Ill. Computation of expected values of the reference condition

I. Testing in -service columns

The testing of representative columns in sound condition is needed to establish the base line
condition. As it was explained before (3.4.2), the dissimilarity indexes are relative results to the
expected values for an element in sound condition. The measurements performed on the
reference elements provide the arrival times that the software needs to compute the average

velocities in the regions in which is divided the cross section (Figure 3-8).

The details of the testing of the in-service columns for the calibration are included in section
3.4.4.1.

II.  Estimation of the elastic moduli and probability distribution of wave velocity

To estimate the elastic moduli and the probability distributions of the parameters needed to
model the propagation velocity of P -waves, the cross section is divided in twenty five regions
(i ) and twenty eight ray paths. The average velocity in each region (@ ) is obtained numerically
from the wave propagation model as explained in section 3.4.1 assuming curved ray paths.
Then, the density and Poissorg Lhtio are modeled as random variables. The elastic moduli are
calculated from the equation of P-wave velocity (2-1) using the expected values of the density
and Poissorg thtio calculated from the derived probability distributions and the velocities
computed from the measurements before. Once the elastic moduli are calculated, all variables
can be modelled as random variables.Monte Carlo simulation s are implemented to estimate the
distributions for the P-wave velocity grouping the receivers at 90°, 132 and 18(°. Section3.4.4.2

describes the derivation of the probability distribution of the wave velocity.
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lll. Computation of expected values of reference condition

The expected mean (* ) and standard deviation (, ) of the reference condition needed to
calculate the dissimilarity indexes when testing other columns of the same characteristics are
calculated from the probability distributions of the wave velocity.

To summarize, Figure 3-9 shows a schematic representation of he calibration using the
information collected in the field testing. On the left are indicated the main assumptions

considered in the software and in the right the results obtained at each step.
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Figure 3-9: Calibration of the UTPole system to test reinforced concrete columns

3.4.4.1 Testing of in-service reference columns

In order to obtain an adequate assessment of the concrete, it is imperative to develop a sampling
plan taking into consideration the standards and guidelines applicable for the evaluation of
concrete elements. For example, theStandard Practice for Examination and Sampling of Hardened
Concrete in Constructions(ASTM C82312), Code Requirements for EvaluatiolRepair, and
Rehabilitation of Concrete Buildingsxd CommentaryACl 562M-13) and the recommendations in

the Guide for Evaluation of Concrete Structures before RehabiliteGh 364.1R-07).
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The sampling plan is the procedure used to select the samplesfor the evaluation. A sample in
the context of NDT methods refers to the observations or test results, so the sampling plan
should include the number of test locations and the number of tests that are going to be done at
each location.

There is no unique sampling scheme for all NDT methods (ACI 228.2R-13), but there are
suggested ranges br each method and the type of element inspected. For the ultrasonic pulse
velocity method, the recommendation for individual columns is from five to eight locations and

a minimum of two replicates at each location (ACI 228.1R-03).

Based onthe instrumentation used in this experimental programme, each cross section tested
had eight locations (position of the transducers) and two replicates (each transducer acts as
transmitter and as receiver). At each receiver thirty -two signals were recorded (signal stacking)
to reduce the noise in the measurements. The evaluation that is obtained is crosssectional;
therefore, the column should be tested at different heights to obtain data representational of the

member.

Another consideration usually indicated for NDT procedures is the spacing between tests. ACI
228.2R13 suggests that a test grid between 0.3 m to 0.6 m is ideal for the ultrasonic pulse
velocity method but that a test grid between 1.0 m and 1.5m is more practical. Given that,
during a test, seven transducers act as receivers and one as transmitter, the separation between
the sensors is 48. For the largest diameter tested (0.60 m), the separation would be
approximately 0.24 m, which is smaller than the ide al density. Hence, the recommendation of
the separation between tests is satisfied. In the vertical direction, the maximum spacing between

tests was less than one metre; the recommended spacing is also satisfied vertically.

There is also an important distinction about the sampling situations that could be found in a
structure (ASTM C823-12 and ACI 228.2R13):.

i. The information and preliminary investigation indicates that the condition is similar

throughout the structure.

ii. The preliminary information indicates that there are not similar conditions throughout the

structure; therefore, different portions of similar conditions should be considered.

The columns selected for testing were part of groups of identical columns within the buildings.
Thus, to determine which sampling situation should be considered, an initial visual inspection

was performed. The visual inspection indicated that the concrete was in similar conditions

45



OT UOUTT OU0wWUT T wUUOUUEOUUT wEGEWUT T wi PUUUwWUHIKGx OPOT wl
OOEEUPOOUWUTI OUOEWET wEPUUUPEUUI EWUEOEOOOa@addUwUaUU
228.2R13). For each column tested, the height at which the device was installed was randomly

selected and noted.

According to (ASTM C823-12), there are two types of samples that may be taken during an

inspection:
a. The samples intended to be representative of the concrete in place.
b. The samples that present specific features of interest (inusual or extreme conditions).

With respect to the columns tested, both types of samples were taken. For every type of column,
at least two sections were examined to obtain samples of the concrete in place. And for two

columns where surface defects were e/ident, another sample was taken from the defective area.

In order to generate the baseline data for the system, three types of reinforced concrete columns
with a circular cross section were tested. All the columns tested are located on the University of
Waterloo main campus and the details for each column are included in Appendix A. Table 3-1
summarizes the main characteristics of the columnstested. The columns identified as RCH were
original ly designed using the Imperial system. For consistency, the parameters were

approximated in the Slsystem and the original values are presented in parentheses.

Table 3-1: Properties of the columns tested

Column  Diameter f'c Concrete Longitudinal Reinfo rcement Transverse
ID (m) (MPa) cover (m) reinforcement ratio (r) reinforcement
STC1 0.605 45 0.040 10-20M 1.0% 10M @ 300 mm
STC2 0.605 45 0.040 10-20M 1.0% 10M @300 mm
STG3 0.605 45 0.040 12-25M 2.1% 10M @ 300 mm
RCH-1 0.357 21 0.010 6-15M 1.2% 10M @ 44 mm
(3/8N)A w (6#5) (3/8A@ 1 3A)N
RCH-2 0.357 21 0.010 6-15M 1.2% 10M @ 44 mm
( 318NN (6#5) (3/8A@ 1 3A)\
RCH-3 0.457 21 0.010 6-30M 2.4% 10M @ 64 mm
(3/8A)A (6#9) puwt @ UA)A u
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The reinforcement details were obtained from the structural drawings provided by the Office of
Plant Operations of the University of Waterloo. The columns identified as STC are new columns
(built in 2016) and the ones identified as RCH were built in 1965.

3.4.4.2 Characterization of the parameters to obtain the wave velocity for reinforced concrete

The columns identified as STC (Table 3-1) are new and constitute the reference columns. For 120
UPV tests (24 ray paths at 180, 48 ray paths at 90 and 48 ray paths at 133) the expected
velocity and the coefficient of variation were calculated. Thus, the measured field data provided
the arrival times 0 needed for the application of the wave propagation model in UTPole. Then,
with the values of the velocities computed for each region, and the equation of P-wave ®
TPYI OwEawUOl 1 wUl CEUPOOw®B & Oiul @B ahd e densiy B G £hé W
modulus of elasticity can be computed as:

w”"p T p ct

O o 1 (3-5

With estimates for the elastic moduli, it is then possible to describe every parameter as a
random variable characterized by a probability distribution, which is needed by the software to
obtain the probability density function for the velocity. Monte Carlo simulations (MCS) can be
used to define the probability distribution for the velocity (V) generating random numbers for
each statistical distribution and estimating the velocity by using the simplified method of
analysis (Tallavo, 2011)

Modulus of Elasticity (E «)

The typical values for the elastic modulus for concrete range between 21GPato 42 GPaand the
modulus computed from the ultrasonic test can be up to 25% higher than the modulus of
elasticity obtained from the static tests (Lamond & Pielert, 2006).

In the case of the estimates of the moduli computed from the test data, the mean moduli of
elasticity in the radial and tangential direction have the same value of 54 GPa. As the values are
equal in both directions, it follows that the cross section can be considered as isotropic. The
value of 54 GPa is within the expected range for the moduli estimated from dynamic tests and
also it is important to point out that the moduli computed corresponds to the section including
the reinforcing steel. Figure 3-10 represents the probability density function for the elastic

modulus using as mean value the estimates computed by the UTPole system.
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Figure 3-10: Probability d istribution used for modelling the dynamic modulus of elasticity
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is atypical value for concrete (ACI 228.2R-13, 2013)

Density (r)

In the literature consulted were not found reference values for the density or for the coefficient
of variation (COV) for the material density of concrete in place. However, there are reported
values for the coefficient of variation for the compressive strength ("®@e) in columns. Also, the
empirical equations included in (ACI 318-11M, 2011)to estimate the elastic modulus (O relate
it with the specified compressive strength and the density (" ) :

O 1 xTmiRe (3-6)

O ” 8m8it d@e (3-7)

Then, the expected value for the density and the COV were obtained using Monte Carlo
simulations and the range considered for modelling the density is the one corresponding to
normal density concrete in Table 3-2. The table summarizes the material density classification
included in (A23.1-09/A23.2-09).
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Table 3-2: Classification of concrete according to the dry air density (A23.1-09/A23.2-09)

Class Range (kg/m3)
High -density concrete >2500
Normal -density concrete 21502500

Structural low-ET OUDPUaA wEOOEUI <1850

The compressive strength"®@ewas modelled as a normal variable as suggested in ACI 214R11.
The coefficient of variation associated with the expected compressive strength in column s was
obtained from (Nowak, Rakoczy, & Szeliga, 2005) This report recommends a COV that varies
from 11 to 15.5%for columns. Both values were modelled and the values of the modulus of

elasticity estimated from equation (3-6) were replaced in equation (3-7) to compute the density.

The average density obtained from ten thousand Monte Carlo simulations was 2290 kg/m? and
COV of 5.0%. Figure 3-11 shows the probability density function obtained for the material
density for concrete.

20F

15}

101

pdf

057

0 500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500
Mass density, kgr’m3

Figure 3-11: Probability density function for the concrete density

The probability distribution for the velocity using six thousand Monte Carlo simulations
defined by UTPole software is shown in Figure 3-12 for the three positions of the receivers
indicated before (9C°, 132 and 180).
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Figure 3-12: Probability distribution for the P-wave velocity obtained from UTPole

Figure 3-12 demonstrates that the distribution for the three positions considered (90°, 132 and
18(°) are practically identical and the expected value is 5140 m/s for the mean ( ) and a

standard deviation of 620 m/s.

3.4.4.3 Characterization of the attenuation for reinforced concrete

Generally, the variations in the amplitudes (voltages in the case of ultrasonic testing) are

expressed in decibels dB(Blitz & Simpson, 1996).
f o N
) T ACRIADAKINI HCA" (3-8

where the subscript O indicates the reference level. The attenuation may also be expressed in
nepers (Np) per unit length. If the amplitude has been reduced by one neper, it means that the
amplitude has fallen to pj Aof its initial value, where Ais$ UO1 Uz U uwibér@dionbetween

Neper and decibels is:
po N Wpy@od (3-9)

Figure 3-13represents the propagation of a plane wave in an attenuating medium and indicates

the notation used for equation (3-10).
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Figure 3-13: Propagation of a plane wave in an attenuating medium

The attenuation can be modeled in function of the distance travelled in the medium (d), the

initial wave amplitude ( 0 ) and the magnitude recorded at the receiver (0 ) as follows:
0 Q 3-10
6 ( - )

The attenuation coefficient a depends on the frequency ('Q and has units of Nepers/unit length.
The distance considered in this case is the ray path or trajectory of the ultrasonic wave between
the transmitter and the receiver. The frequency for the system is the frequency of the input

signal applied to the transmitter .

Figure 3-14 presents box plots for the attenuation calculated for the columns used in the

calibration proces® w31 1 wx OOUWOEEI OO0I EwWEUwW? 002> wbOEOUEI UwUOIl
from the reference columns. The other plots include the data for the ray paths that are located at

the specific angle from the transmitter. For the ones at 18@ there are 24 measurements, for 13%

there are 48 measurements, and for 90 also there are 48 measurements. The dotndicates the

mean value and the size of the rectangle (between the first and third quartile) gives an

indication of the dispersion of the data. The horizontal lines indicate the minimum and the

maximum values, thus they serve to point out the range for the attenuation coefficients. In

opposition to the case of the velocity (where the values corresponding to all angles are very

similar), the mean values and the dispersion obtained in the attenuation appear to be very

distinct for each case Figure 3-14).
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Figure 3-14: Attenuation computed from the measurements in the calibration columns

The average values computed for the attenuation are between the expected range for sound
concrete < 30 dB/m) and damaged concrete & 90 dB/m) indicated by (Garnier, 2012)for P-wave

attenuation at 100 kHz. This suggests that the attenuation results computed are reasonable.

To verify whether the difference between the average attenuation for the whole section and the
mean value for each angle is significant, a hypothesis test of the difference of the means was
done.

Null hypothesis (O:* -* =0

The null hypothesis is that there is no significant difference between the average for the whole

section (* ) and the average for each angle
Alternative hypothesis (O:* -* /AEnY

The alternative hypothesis is that there is a significant difference between the means The

significance level was chosenas 5%.

Table 3-3 summarizes the parameters of the hypothesis tests. In the table, stands for the
average attenuation considering all measurements,’ represents the average attenuation for
each position of the receiver analyzed (9¢°, 13%® and 18(°), i is the standard deviation for the
case of all the measurementsj corresponds to the standard deviation of the samples for each

position, ¢ and ¢ represents the number of measurements,n stands for the degrees of freedom,
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0 is the test statistic (3-11),i is the standard deviation of the difference of the means (3-12),
tvomsrepresents the critic value to compare that corresponds to the t-distribution value for the
specific number of degrees of freedom and the level of significance of 0.025|(j ¢ T8t ¢, Wwo -
sided test), andi is the combined variance of the difference computed from equation (3-13)
because this is the method to obtain a combined variance (Neville & Kennedy, 1966) for the

mean difference.

o — (3-11)

(3-12)

i : : (3-13

Table 3-3: Parameters considered in the hypothesis test to evaluate the difference in the mean attenuation

Angle H H v v . . h - < tv,0.025 Result

18 0.0670 0.0448 0.0207 0.0058 120 24 129 0.0043 5.21 > 0.0314 Rejectnull
139 0.0670 0.0559 0.0207 0.0061 120 48 158 0.0030 3.66 > 0.0314 Rejectnull
9P 0.0670 0.0892 0.0207 0.0120 120 48 144 0.0032 -6.99 > -0.0314 Rejectnull

For the three cases the null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis accepted,
meaning that there is a significant difference between the means and it is appropriate to
consider the average values for each position instead of an average for the whole section.These
results indicate that the orientation of the transducer matters and should be taken into account

when making any conclusions about your test results.

In addition to the difference in the average values, Figure 3-14 also highlights that the relative
position of the receivers affects the magnitude of both the dispersion of the data and the mean
value of the attenuation. The mean anddispersion are largest at 90° and smallest at 18(°. There
are two factors that could explain these observations, which are the directivity of the sourceand

wave spreading.
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The directivity pattern refers to the representation of the intensity of the radiated wave as a
function of the position from the sourc e. The directivity depends on the wavelength and the
dimensions of the radiation surface (Ensminger & Bond, 2012) and can be represented in
rectangular or polar coordinates. The representation in polar coordinates is convenient in this
case to explain thatthe intensity of the radiated wave is larger opposite to the source (at 180°)

than for the receivers located at 9® and 135°.

d/i=05 dfa=1.0
d/A=15 d/A=2.0
d/A=25 d/A =30

Figure 3-15: Polar coordinates representation of ultrasonic beam profiles for different ratios of the source
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Figure 3-16 illustrates the beam spreading from a disc transducer (D represents the diameter).
Because of the spreading of the ultrasonic beam, the receivers at 90and 135 would get a more
attenuated signal than those located at 180. This explains the higher dispersion and the lower
values recorded at these positions. If only the distance from the transmitter was considered, it

would be expected that the attenuation was larger at 18 than at 132, and larger than at 9(°.
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However , the attenuation computed includes both the effect of the distance from the source and

the spreading of the ultrasonic beam.
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Figure 3-16: Ultrasonic field from a disc transducer showing beam spreading (after Ensminger & Bond

2012)

3.5Summary

In this chapter, the methodology followed in the research project was described. The
methodology was divided in t hree components: the literature review, the laboratory testing and
the field testing. The main outcomes from each methodology component are presented. Since
one of the main contributions of the research is the improvement of a new ultrasonic field
testing device, a detailed description of the modifications done is also included in this chapter.
Finally, it is explained the calibration procedure of the testing device to evaluate reinforced

concrete columns.
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Chapter 4 Calibration of the ultrasonic transducers

4.1 Introduction

In order to obtain reliable measurements, any instrument needs to be calibrated, that is,
compared to or adjusted to a known reference (ASTM E131611b). The calibration procedure
depends on the type of instrument. In the case of the ultrasonic transducers for the pulse
velocity test, the common calibration consists on the measurement of the arrival time using a
reference bar. This calibration determines the adjustment in the time, so that the transit time
represents the propagation in the specimen, and (ASTM C597-16) only requires it for manual

zero-time adjustment systems. However, the transducers are not characterized by this test and

they are the most important parts of the ult rasonic measuring system (Schmer & Song, 2007)

Any signal obtained with piezoelectric transducers includes a combined response of the
transducer, the couplant and the sample. Therefore, the response has to be normalized by the
frequency response of the transducers to reflect the response of the specime (Kirlangic, 2013).
Generally, it is assumed that the frequency response of the transducer is represented by the
nominal frequency indicated by the manufacturer. Yet, the technical characteristics of the

transducers can change due to ageing and usgChevalier & Vinh, 2010).

The coupling between the transducer and the surface is another essential aspect for the
repeatability of the tests. The study of the coupling agent is very important because one of the
main limita tions to employ attenuation measurements is the difficulty of obtaining consistent

coupling in the field.

The coupling refers to the transmission of the sound waves from the transducers to the
specimen. To eliminate the air between the surfaces and to ensre an adequate transmission,
generally the transducers are placed with a viscous material like oil, petroleum jelly, mouldable
rubber or grease (ASTM C597-16). In the laboratory, vacuum grease can be used because
provides good coupling in rough surfaces; but it cannot be used for testing in -service columns
because it stains the surface. For this reason other coupling materials were evaluated in the

laboratory and in the field.

This chapter describes the calibration performed of the piezoelectric transducers and the study

of different couplants. These two tasks were needed to define the adequate test configuration.
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4.2 Ultrasonic transducers

There are diverse methods to generate ultrasonic waves: piezoelectric transdiwcers, lasers,
electromagnetic and mechanical transmitters (Ensminger & Bond, 2012) however, the
piezoelectric transducers are the most commonly used in ultrasonic testing and are devices that
converts electrical energy in ultrasonic energy and vice versa (Blitz & Simpson, 1996).

As any other testing device, the transducers have to be calibrated to obtain reliable results. Two
calibration procedures were implemented: the determination of the frequency response using a

laser vibrometer and the determination of the time delay caused by the electronic equipment.

4.2.1Determination of the time delay

As explained in section 2.5.2.1 the time delay caused by the electronics @an be measured
following the same principle of the UPV method, but placing the transducers face -to-face. The
delay is the time from the trigger of the input signal to the detection of the arrival of the P -

waves. Figure 4-1 present the experimental setup employed.

Trw)— Receiver

Oscilloscope
generator 0000

Figure 4-1: Experimental setup to determine the delay of the electronic equipment for UPV test and

calibration face-to-face

The averageOl EUUUI EwEl OEAawPEUWKS! ws UOWEOEwWUT PUWYEOQUI wpk
so the time considered in the velocity computation corresponds to the propagation within the

specimen.

4.2.2Direct measurement of the system function

The same configuration can be used to determine the system functioni 1 (Schmer & Song,

2007) The system function allows determining and separating the effect of the electronics from
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the response corresponding to the specimen. It can beexpressed in terms of the transfer

functions as follows:
i 0] 01 W] (4-1)

where 0 1 is the transfer function for the sound generating process, 0 1 is the reception
transfer function, and is w1 the pulser source voltage. All terms are expressed as a function of
GWEI EEUUTI wUT T wWEOOXxUUEUDPOOWDUWEOGOI wbOwUIT T w
possible to characterize all the components because if the received voltagen 1 is measured,
and the transfer function 0 7 is known, the system function can be calculated by

deconvolution:

@ 7 (4-2)
0

i1
According to (Schmer & Song, 2007)to reduce the sensitivity of the deconvolution to noise the

system function is computed using a Wiener filter:

®1 0] (4-3)
V18 -Go®T ¢

i1

(O* denotes the complex conjugate ofdo 1 and - represents the noise level present. For

ultrasonic problems - could take values from 0.01 to 0.05.

The system function was neededto normalize the frequency responses computed from the time
signals from the UPV tests. For the attenuation calculation (5.2.4 the frequency response
considered is the deconvolution of the frequency spectrum of the output signal and the system

function.

4.2.3Calibration using laser vibrometer

The selection of the transducers for ultrasonic testing is based mainly on the element being
tested, and in the size of the defect or feature under investigation. These characteristics define

the range of usable frequencies.

For testing concrete, the standard ASTM C59716 establishes that the transducers should have a
resonant frequency in the range of 20 kHz to 100 kHz. Even though the manufacturers usually

indicate a nominal frequency, this frequency does not necessarily represent the frequency with
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more participation in the sp ectrum. To characterize the frequency response of the transducers it
is needed to measure its response to a known input and this can be done using a laser

vibrometer.

Laser vibrometer OFV-534

Grid

o

Laser beam

\

Ultrasonic transducer

High-resolution positioning
controller

Vibration isolated workstation

Figure 4-2: Setup to measure the frequency responseof the ultrasonic transducers with a laser vibrometer

(Tallavé & Kalyan, 2014)

Figure 4-2 shows the setup used to measure the response of the piezoelectric transducersThe
frequency spectra of the transducers was computed from the displacements histories recorded
with the laser vibrometer in fifty -six points defined in an area of 1.2 x 1.4 crdon the wear plate
of the transducer. The input signal was a one cycle sinusoidal pulse with a frequency of 68.6

kHz and amplitude of 10 volts.

Figure 4-3 illustrates the typical frequency response for the displacement histories measured in

the face of the transducer. The resonance frequency (frequency with larger amplitude) is closer
to 58 kHz than to 82 kHz, which is the nominal frequency indicated by the manufacturer. The

assumption of a flat response at a frequency equal to the nominal frequency does not represent
the actual response of the transducers.
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Figure 4-3: Example of the time signal and spectrum for the ultrasonic transducers

The vibration modes of the transducers can be determined from the displacement time histories
recorded for each of the points measured with the laser vibrometer. As an example, Figure 4-4
presents a vibration mode and it is evident that the assumption of the flat response of the

transducer is inadequate.

Z axis, nM

Y axis, mm X axis, mm

Figure 4-4: Example of the vibration modes of the transducers measured with the laser vibrometer

(Tallavo & Kalyan, 2014)
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The characterization of the frequency response is also needed to identify the frequency range
where the vibration energy is a maximum; and then employ these frequencies for testing.
According to the results obtained from the laser vibrometer measurements, the resonance
frequency of the transducers used for the testing is around 58 kHz and this was the frequency
employed in the subsequent tests.

Another step in the calibration is the linearity verification, which means that the response of the
transducer is linear for the range of interest (Dalimar Instruments, 2014). It is demonstrated
when, for an increment in the input voltage, there is a corresponding linear increase in the
measured displacement amplitude. The linearity provides a physical meaning to the electrical
output measured.

Kd = 2.2487 (nM)/V

Displacement (nM)
&

{] 1 1 1 1 I [ I I I
0 3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27 30

Input voltage (V)

Figure 4-5: Verification of the linearity of the ultrasonic transducer (Tallavo & Kalyan, 2014)

For every increase in the input voltage, the measured displacement augments proportionally;
therefore, the linearity of the transducer is verified (Figure 4-5). Given that the test results are
based on the measured voltage, the verification of the linearity of the transducers is the physical
verification of the relation between the output voltage and the displacement in the element. For
piezoelectric transducers this verification is essential because the functioning principle is the
conversion between voltage and deformation. To transmit an ultrasonic signal, a voltage is
applied and it is converted into deformation of the piezo crystal which produces vibration. For
the reception, the vibration sensed is converted into an output voltage recorded in the data

acquisition system.
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4.3 Study of coupling agents for the ultrasonic transducers

The couplants are the materials that facilitate the transmission of the mechanical waves in the
element being studied. The standard (ASTM C597-16) enumerates as comnon coupling
materials for concrete: oil, petroleum jelly, grease, mouldable rubber or water soluble jelly.
Nevertheless, these materials shall not be used for testing inservice elements, because they
stain the elements. Even though the stains are only exernal and do not affect the elements
performance, this could be aesthetically inacceptable. Accordingly, four different couplings
were studied for the application in the field:

a.Duct tape,

b.Duct tape and vacuum grease,

c. Tegaderm™ (transparent medical film material used for the ultrasonic tests when there are
unhealed wounds) and

d. Tegaderm™ and vacuum grease.

The coupling materials were selected taking into consideration the easiness to use them in the

field, the cost and the quickness to remove them after testing.

The tests consisted on the measurement of the first arrival of Pwaves using the same input
signal (5 cycles sinusoidal signal of 50 kHz and 5.0 Volts) but changing the coupling agent
between the transducers and the unreinforced concrete sample. Figure 4-6 shows the testing
setup for the study of the different couplants.

-~ Coupling -
Amplifier T

Transmitter |/ ~\Receiver

M/\“‘ X > '\“‘! 1
——— V-

EpE— Oscilloscope
1 J . | — |
L
generator ~ A~~~

Figure 4-6: Testing configuration for the coupling study
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In Figure 4-8 below are presented the frequency spectra obtained for the different casesand it is

evident that the coupling material affects the transmitted signal, the frequencies that are present

in the spectra and that the assumption of a nominal frequency is not appropriate.

According to the results, the coupling agent that provides better transmission is the duct tape

with vacuum grease, because results in the largest amplitude, and it is more than double the

value for the other coupling materials. Then, the selected couplant to use in the field is the

combination of duct tape and vacuum grease because provides a higher response and does not

stain the elements.
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Figure 4-8: Comparison of the frequency spectra for the different coupling materials
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4.4 Summary

In this chapter the calibration performed of the ultrasonic transducers and the selection of the
couplant for the field testing was described. Both procedures are required to obtain reliable

measurements from the ultrasonic test.

The calibration included the verification of the linearity of the transducers, the determination of
the time delay, the derivation of the frequency response of the transducers and the computation

of the system function.

It was confirmed that the assumption of a flat response with the nominal frequency given by the
manufacturer is not adequate to characterize the response of the transducers. Also the results
exposed that the resonance frequency of the transducers is closer to 58 kHz than the nominal
frequency of 82 kHz reported by the manufacturer.

Since the results of the NDT methods under study depend on the signals recorded, the coupling
has a key role in the testing. Four types of coupling were tested and it was decided that the
coupling to use for the field test is the combination of duct tape and vacuum grease. From the
couplings studied, this combination results in the larger amplitude (which is convenient for the

attenuation calculation) and does not stain the elements.
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Chapter 5 Study of the sensitivity of UPV to internal damage !

5.1 Introduction

In this chapter the tests doneto samples of unreinforced concrete in the laboratory are described.
The purpose of these tests was to verify the adequacy of UPV to detect internal damage in

concrete samples. Two types of damage were studied: feeze/thaw damage and compression.

5.2 Prisms subjected to freeze/thaw damage

The study of frost damage in concrete is one of themajor problems in cold climates (Molero et
al.,, 2012) Nine prisms of unreinforced concrete were tested following the ultrasonic pulse
velocity method established in the standard (ASTM C597-16) during nine weeks and 324 cycles
of freezing and thawing. The testing of the prisms was performed with t wo purposes. First, to
compare the results of ultrasonic pulse velocity tests with the results obtained through the

resonant frequency tests (ASTM C215-08). These two methods are the recommended methods
to determine the frost resistance of concrete (RILEM TC 176-IDC, 2004) The second purpose
was to evaluate whether the UPV method is capable of detecting changes in the internal
condition in concrete elements. In this case, the change in the internal condtion is induced by

cycles of freeze and thawing, which generate internal fracturing of the concrete.

5.2.1 Materials and sample conditioning

The specimens used for the study were nine prisms (405 mm x 70.5 mm x 100 mm) with three
different percentages of nanosilica: three specimens without nanosilica (0.0%), three samples
with 1.0% of nanosilica and three samples with 2.0% nanosilica. The nanosilica was included to
the concrete mixtures in different proportions with the purpose of evaluating the effect of noise
production and friction in concrete pavements. For a detailed description of the study refer to
(Gonzalez, Safiuddin, Cao, & Tighe, 2013)and (Gonzélez, 2014).

The concrete mixture design was developed according to the Canadian Standards Association
requirements for concrete (A23.1-09/A23.2-09) and the proportions were weight based. The

parameters considered in the experimental design are presented in Table 5-1. The concrete class

1 The contents of this chapter have been incorporated within a paper that has been submitted for

publication: Rodriguez-Roblero, Gonzélez, Cascante, Pandey, & Tighed uEvaluation of Freeze/Thaw

Damage in Nanoconcrete through Ultrasonic Wave Velocity and Attenuation ? w2 UEODUUT EwOOwUT 1 w
of Materials in Civil Engineering. Submission date: April 11 th, 2017.
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selected is G2, which applies for plain concrete exposed to chlorides and freezing and thawing.
This is the applicable class because the concrete mixres studied w ere intended to be used in

pavements subjected to freezing and thawing.

Table 5-1: Parameters for concrete mixure design

Parameter Range
Slump 75 mm- 100 mm
Air content 5% - 8% (tolerance: +1.5%)
Water/cement ratio 0.39
Concrete class C-2
Nominal coarseaggregate size 20 mm
Specified compressive strength at 28 days 32.5 MPa
Design strength 43.5 MPa

The weight-based proportions of the control mixture were: 7.3% water, 21.2% cement, 44.8%

coarse aggregate and 26.7% fine aggregate. The cement used was General Upertland cement.

The admixtures added were: nanosilica, polycarboxylate-based high range water reducer
(HRWR) and air-entraining admixture (AEA). The nanosilica used was white, amorphous, with

an apparent density of 0.370 g/cn®, a dry basis silica content of 99.8% and a particle size
between 10 to 20 nanometers.The nanosilica was used as a patial r eplacement for cement by
weight and Figure 5-1 shows a Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) image of the

nanosilica employed.

100 nm

Direct Mag: 130000x

Figure 5-1: Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) image of the nanosilica used in the mixtures
(image by Marcelo Gonzélez)
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The reference standards for testing the fresh concrete were: ASTM C143/C143ML0a (slump),
ASTM C231/C231M-10 (air content) and ASTM C138/C138M12 (wet density). Table 5-2

summarizes the properties of the fresh concrete mixtures.

Table 5-2: Fresh concrete propertiesof the mixtures tested

Property Nanosilica content
0.0% 1.0% 2.0%

Density (kg/m 3) 2379 2387 2379
Air Content (%) 5.0 5.0 5.1
Slump (mm) 90 75 90

Three cylinders from each concrete mixture were tested at seven and twenty -eight days to
verify the compliance with the specified compressive strength , and the results are presented in
Table 5-3. The compressive strengths for all cylinders exceeded the specified compressive
strength of 32.5 MPa

Table 5-3: Compressive strength results

Property Age Nanosilica content
0.0% 1.0% 2.0%

Compressive strength (MPa) 7 days 45 a7 53
Standard deviation (MPa) 7 days 0.5 0.7 1.1
Compressive strength (MPa) 28 days 53 55 59
Standard deviation (MPa) 28 days 1.1 1.8 1.1

The prisms were placed in a moisture room for 14 days after casting. Then, the specimens were
positioned in a freezing and thawing chamber surrounded by water as required in ASTM C666 -
08. The temperature and the cycles were automatically controlled by the apparatus. The
specimens were tested every 36 cycles (maximum number of cycles allowed in the standard),
which corresponded to once per week for nine weeks. The surface of the specimens was dried
to eliminate the excess of water before testing and the specimens were tested after the thawing

cycle.
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5.2.2 Pulse velocity results

Figure 5-2 illustrates the variation of the average ultrasonic pulse vel ocities computed for the

three mixtures studied during the testing period.
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Figure 5-2: Variation of the ultrasonic velocity for samples with and without nanosilica

In both cases (with and without nanosilica), the velocities of the specimens do not present a
clear trend during the complete period of study. The first two weeks (up to 72 cycles) the
velocity is reduced (maximum reduction of 2.0% from initial condition f or the samples with 1.0%
of nanosilica), but in the third week (108 cycles) the velocities increased. The maximum increase
in the velocity corresponds to the samples without nanosilica and it is of 1.9%. After the third
week, the velocity values start reducing again for the case without nanosilica and 1.0%. For the
2.0% mixture, the velocities present an increasing trend. The velocities measured after the sixth
week (216 cycles) present a decreasing trend However, the maximum reduction with respect to

the baseline condition is for the specimens with 1.0% of nanosilica and is only 0.85%.

The velocities computed from the specimens that contain nanosilica are lower than the ones
without nanosilica, except for one case (288 cycles). Nevertheless, the differene between the

values tends to reduce after the fourth week (144 cycles) and theerror bars show that the

69



difference is within the variability of the test. The maximum difference for the velocities
measured between the specimens with nanosilica (in this cae for the mix with 1.0%) and

without nanosilica was obtained the third week, and it has a value of 3.08%.

To analyze whether the initial increasein the velocities (until the third week) may be related
with the increase of the strength expected with the aging of concrete, the results of the
compression tests for each mixture were plotted and are shown in Figure 5-3. The figure
illustrates how the measured strengths for all mixtures are above the specified and the design
strength. The slope of the lines joining the measurements at seven and twentyeight days
indicate an increasing trend in the strength (0.38 for the mixtures without nanosilica and 1.0%,
and 0.29 for the mixture with 2.0% nanosilica content). According to these results, for an
increase of more than 30% in the compressive strength, there is a slight increase (maximum
1.9%) in the pulse velocity. Therefore, the change in the velocities should be related with

another phenomenon other than the gain of strength of the concrete.
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Figure 5-3: Results from the compression tests for the three concrete mixtures evaluated

Figure 5-4 presents the variation of the velocity and the density as the ratio between the values
corresponding to the specific number of freeze/thaw cycles, divided by the values calculated at
the baseline condition. The variation observed in the velocity is significantly larger than that of
the density, which points out that the variability observed in the velocity cannot be due only to

variations in the density. Therefore, the measured variation of the mass density of the
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specimens cannot explain the corresponding variation in wave velocity . This result suggests

that the change in the velocity may be produced by other factor different from the density .
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Figure 5-4: Comparison of the variation of the velocity and the density of the specimens normalized

with respect to the baseline condition measurements

Another possible cause for the increase in the velocities is the saturation of the samplesASTM
C597-16 states that the velocity for a saturated sample of concrete could be 5% larger than in dry
concrete. The saturation of the samples may have improved because the specimens are
submerged in water in the freeze/thaw chamber. To verify the changes in the degree of
saturation in the samples the information about the density of the samples is presented in
Figure 5-5. The density corresponds to the average of three specimens per mix calculated every
36 freeze/thaw cycles (after each resonance test the weight was determined). The initial value
included is the wet density measured for the specific mixture. The subsequent values of density
were computed dividing the mass measured every week by the nominal volume of the samples.
The variation in the density for the three mixtures presents a similar trend, and the three
mixtures classify as high-density concrete because the densities vary between 2665 kg/rhand
2690 kg/me. According to (A23.1-09/A23.2-09), the concrete mixtures above 2500 kg/m are
considered high-density mixtures. Since theincrease in the density of the samples could only
arise from the absorption of water, the change observed between week one and two may be
attributed to the increase in the saturation. However, the same figure shows that after the fourth
week the variation in the density is minima | which would indicate that the saturation of the
samples is reached. Therefore, the effect of the change in the saturation of the samples could

only be present during the first three weeks of testing. Since the maximum increase in the
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velocity is of 3.0%, and the maximum expected effect on the ultrasonic pulse velocity caused by
the saturation of the samples could be from 4.0% to 5.0% (Malhotra & Carino, 2004), it is likely
that the initial increment in the velocity is related to the increase in the saturation of the prisms.
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Figure 5-5: Variation of the density of the samples

To investigate further the variability in the measurements, Figure 5-6 includes the box plots for
each specimen tested. The circle indicates the median value for the ultrasonic pulse velocity; the
lower horizontal line indicates the minimum value computed and th e highest horizontal line
the maximum. The vertical lines extending from the box (whiskers) indicate the variability
between the lower and upper quartile. The results indicate that the variability is different for
each sample, being the largest for sampleB4 (prism with 1.0% of nanosilica) and the velocities
for all cases are within the range of 4450 m/s and 4950 m/s. The median and the maximum
values for the velocity of the samples without nanosilica are larger than those for the prisms
with nanosilica. Th e lower velocities correspond to the samples with 1.0% of nanosilica and the
crosses for sample B8 indicate outliers(values that are more than + 2.7s which is the standard

setting for the boxplots in Matlab ™ version R2016a that was the software usedor the box plots).

A first evaluation of the concrete quality commonly done based on the pulse velocity is to
compare the measured value with a reference value (Krautkramer & Krautkrdmer, 1990;
Ensminger & Bond, 2012; Lamond & Pielert, 2006). The quality of the concrete is considered as
good if the computed velocity is between 3600 m/s and 4600 m/s, and very good above 4600 m/s.
The minimum value computed from the specimens was 4442 m/s and the maximum was 4945
m/s. Therefore, according to the reference \alues, the concrete of all specimens may be

considered of good quality during the whole period of study.
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Figure 5-6: Variability of the velocity measurements for each specimen

Other factors that are indicated in the literature that could have an effect on the ultrasonic
velocity are the proportion of aggregates, the water/cement ratio and the porosity (Malhotra &
Carino, 2004).Since the measurements that are compared correspondo the same specimen,the
proportion of aggregates and the water/cement ratio do not change, and the only parameter that
could vary during the period of study would be the porosity. The porosity is an important
property for the durability of the concrete because it affects the strength, permeability and
transport properties (Meng, Muller, & Ribner, 2010). In the literature is indicated that for larger
porosity the ultrasonic velocity is expected to be lower (Vergara, Miralles, Gonzalbez, Juanes,
Ullate, An aya, Hernandez, & lzquierdo, 2001; Hernandez, lzquierdo, Ibafiez, Anaya, & Ullate,
2000) However, it is not included a discussion on the effect of the porosity because it was not

measured in this study.

5.2.3 Other parameters investigated to detect freeze and th awing damage

Since the ultrasonic pulse velocity results do not reflect that there is a significant change
produced by freezing and thawing, other parameters were investigated. The evaluation of the
frost resistance following ASTM C666-08 is through the durability factor DF (5-1) and the
dynamic modulus of elasticity z (2-15) is the parameter suggested in (RILEM, 2004). Table 5-4
presents the results for the durability factor DF , the relative transit time z and dynamic

modulus of elasticity (z ) calculated for each specimen.
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Table 5-4: Evaluation of the frost resistance according to ASTM C666 and RILEM TC 176IDC

REFERENCE (ASTM C666-08) (RILEM TC 176-IDC)
Specimen Durability factor Relative transit time Dynamic modulus of elasticity
ID (DF) @) @)
B1 93.1 1.013 1.026
B2 93.1 0.979 0.959
B3 93.1 1.034 1.068
B4 93.1 0.991 0.982
B5 92.3 1.020 1.040
B6 93.1 0.964 0.930
B7 92.3 0.967 0.936
B8 94.0 1.016 1.033
B9 93.1 1.007 1.014

The evaluation of the frost resistance following ASTM C666-08 is through the durability factor

DF, which is calculated as:

2 5 (5-1)
o0

W

where the relative dynamic modulus of elasticity at x cycles (as percentage) is multiplied by the
specified number of cycles at which the exposure is determined (x), and divided by the
specified number of cycles at which the exposure is to be terminated (y). The relative dynamic
modulus of elasticity is the ratio between the fundamental transverse frequency after x
freeze/thaw cycles (fx) squared, and the fundamental transverse frequency at the initial
condition (f). The relative dynamic modulus of elasticity is adequate to make comparisons
between the relative dynamic moduli of specimens or different concrete formulations (ASTM
C666-08) and to evaluate mix designs that include innovative materials (Kosmatka, Kerkhoff &
Panarese 2008),as in the case of nanosilica.ln the case of the durability factor, it is expected that
the concrete has an adequate frost resistance if the DF is above 80%Cordon & Merril, 1963;
Lamond & Pielert, 2006). The lowest durability factors obtain ed were for the specimen B5
(prism with 1.0% of nanosilica) and B7 (specimen with 2.0%) at 92.3%. Since all the specimens

present a DF above 80%they are considered not deteriorated by freezing and thawing.

The damage criterion in (RILEM, 2004) establishes that the concrete presents frost damage when

the dynamic modulus of elasticity z has a value below 0.8. The results inTable 5-4 suggest
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that none of the prisms have experienced frost damage, because the dynamic modulus of
elasticity for all specimens is above 0.8 This observation is consistentwith the results from t he
UPV and with the DF results.

Another parameter studied to evaluate whether the samples presented frost damage was the
dynamic modulus of elasticity , since it can be obtained from both, the resonance test (ASTM
C21508) and the UPV (ASTM C59%09). Thus,the elastic moduli computed from the resonance,
UPV and static methods were compared. For the static method, the tests were performed
following ASTM C469-10, and the results correspond to the average of three cylinders for each
mixture. As an example of the typical results from the static modulus test, Figure 5-7 presents
the stresses and strainsmeasured experimentally for a cylinder with 0.0% of nanosilica. The
dots indicate the date recorded during the test, and the rhombus point out the strains and
stresses specified in the standardASTM C469-10 to compute the modulus.
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Figure 5-7: Example of the results from the static modulus of elasticity test (ASTM C469-10)
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Figure 5-8 presents the comparison of the elastic moduli computed from t he resonance, UPV

and the statictestsd w31 1T w/ OPUUOOz Uw UE WecAusebtODtgpicdl Walu€ forb EU w Y 8 |
concrete (ACI 228.2R13). In the figure, the circular marker indicates UPV results; the square

marker the resonance test results and the triangular marker the static test results. The

percentage of nanosilica(NS) is indi cated in the plot.
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Figure 5-8: Comparison of the modulus of elasticity obtained from different Ilaboratory testing methods
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The results from the resonance test demonstrate that there is a reduction in the dynamic
modulus with respect to the initial condition . Nevertheless, the change is evident only in the
first measurement (between the first and the second week), and the maximum change is of 8%.
It was noticed that the change in the saturation of the samples (seeFigure 5-5) occurred during
the sameperiod. This suggests that the reduction in the dynamic modulus is likely to be caused
by the moisture gradient produced in the samples until the saturation is reached, and in
literature it is reported that the gradients in moisture affect the vibration m odes (Malhotra &
Carino, 2004)

For the case of the dynamic moduli computed from UPV, all the moduli are larger than those
obtained from the resonant method, and they present more variability. This behaviour is
consistent with the findings of a study of more than two hundred specimens with compressive

strengths between 24 MPa and 161 MPa, elastic modulus from 25.3 GPa and 61.7 GPand
testing ages between 4 and 730 daysby (Popovics, Zemaijtis, & Shkilnik, 2008). This study
evaluated the relation between the different elastic moduli an d different empirical equations
suggested in the literature. The authors indicated that the values of the dynamic moduli depend
on the testing method, and that the UPV results were higher.

With respect to the comparison between the static and the dynamic moduli, the published
literature reports that the dynamic moduli are generally found to be greater than those obtained
from the static test (Lamond & Pielert, 2006, Popovics et al., 2008 ASTM C469-10, 2010)and the
modulus obtained from the UPV could be higher up to 25% with respect to the static modulus.
The difference between the dynamic and the static methods are attribute to the different stress
levels at which the tests are performed (the ultrasonic test is performed at lower stress levels),

and that the elastic modulus is dependent on the load rate (Weiss, 2006)

To quantify the differences between the different methods evaluated, Table 5-5 summarizes the
percentage of difference with respect to the static test. The differenceswere computed with
respect to the static test becaue it is the reference test to estimatethe elastic modulus of
hardened concrete (ASTM C46910). The comparison was done for the moduli at the base line

condition (zero freeze/thaw cycles).

For the samples of concrete without nanosilica the dynamic methods provide higher estimates
than the static test (around 30% for the UPV and 20% for the resonance method), as it is
expected (section 3.3 of ASTM C46910). However, in the mix tures with nanosilica the dynamic

moduli are all below the estimate from the static test. For the specimens with 1.0% of nanosilica,
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the dynamic moduli are lower than the static (around 0.3% for UPV and 6.0% for the resonance
test). For the mix with 2.0% of nanosilica the static modulus is higher than the UPV by 18.1%
and 21.%&% with respect to the resonance test. The results indicate that there is not a constant
relation between the methods evaluated, and suggest that it is not convenient to assume that the

dynamic methods would always provide a conservative estimation of the elastic modulus.

Table 5-5: Percentage oferror with respect to the static modulus determined according to ASTM C469-10

Testing method Elastic moduli (MPa) Difference with respect static (%)
0.0% 1.0% 2.0% 0.0% 1.0% 2.0%

Static 41.4 53.4 63.7 0.0 0.0 0.0

ubPv 541 53.2 52.1 30.6 -0.3 -181
Resonance 50.1 50.2 50.1 20.9 -6.0 -21.4

The relationship between the dynamic and static moduli for the samples including nanosilica is

contrary to the expected behaviour (greater dynamic values). The reported results correspond
to a limited number of samples and mixture design. Therefore, the re sults about the relationship
between the nanosilica content and the elastic modulus should not be generalized and more
research is warranted. From the tests performed for the specific mixtures, it is only possible to
suggest that the nanosilicahas an effect on the strength of the concrete which is reflected in the
elastic moduli determined. This observation is consistent with the reported effect on the
strength of concrete including admixtures . As indicated by (Kosmatka et al., 2002), the strength
of concrete with admixtures can be higher or lower than that with only portland cement as

cementing material.

5.2.4 Attenuation results

The first result needed to calculate the attenuation is the identification of the frequencies
corresponding to the vibration s induced in the specimen. The identification of these frequencies
was done by normalizing the frequency spectra by the transfer function of the system (relation
between the magnitude of the Fourier transform of the output signal and the Fourier transform

of the input signal ). From the analysis of the responses for all specimens, three bandwidths
were identified of interest: from 0 to 30 kHz, from 30 kHz to 60 kHz and from 60 to 90 kHz. The

spectrum of the transducers presented in Figure 4-3 indicates that the frequencies related to the
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vibration of the transducers are mainly in the bandwidths from 30 kHz to 90 kHz.

Therefore, the

vibrations in the bandwidths from 0 kHz to 30 kHz may be the ones related with the vibrations

induced in the specimens, so the results of the attenuation are presented for this bandwidth.

Figure 5-9 presents the average normalized frequency spectra (three specimens per mixture).

To show the variation over time, the results for the baseline condition, for 180 cycles (half of the

testing time) and the 324 cycles (end of the tests) are included.The figure points out that the

amplitude of the spectra is decreasing when the number of freeze/thaw cycles increase.
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Figure 5-9: Frequency spectra computed from the signals recorded in the UPV tests normalized by the

transfer function of the system
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Figure 5-10 displays the results of the ratio between the areas below thefrequency spectra for a
specific number of cycles, with respect to the area below the spectra in the baseline condition.
The results expose a similar behaviour for the samples without and with n anosilica. With the
exception of the results for 72 cycles and 252 cycles, the ratios of the areas exhibit a decreasing
trend. The reduction in the ratio between the areas relates with a larger attenuation, because a
reduction in the ratio indicates that t he area below the spectrum (for the frequencies of interest)
is smaller than the area corresponding to the baseline condition. If the area is smaller, the
ultrasonic signal has experienced more attenuation. The maximum reduction at the end of the
tests isabove 50% for the three mixures. It was expected an increase in the material attenuation
would occur because freezing and thawing induces microcracking in the concrete. The existence
of more cracks in the specimen would produce more scattering of the ultr asonic wave.
Scattering refers to the dispersion, deflection, or redirection of the energy in an ultrasonic beam
caused by small reflectors (ASTM E131611b). In this case, the development of the microcracks

would cause an increase in the reflectors of the wave, and therefore, a larger material

attenuation.
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Figure 5-10: Ratio of the area below the frequency spectrum (bandwidth 0-30 kHz) as a quantification of

wave attenuation

To verify whether the increase in attenuation is related with damage in the samples, nine cores
were extracted from the prisms (three cores for each mixture: 0.0%, 1.0% and 2.0%).The
purpose was to evaluate whether the decreasing trend obtained in the attenuation results is

reflecting a reduction in the compressive strength due to freeze/thaw damage. The evaluation of
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The geometric properties of the cores and the compression test results are presented inrable 5-6.

According to ASTM C42-13, the diameter of the core $iould be the larger of 94 mm or twice the

maximum nominal size of the coarse aggregate. The standard allows the use of cores of a

diameter smaller than 94 mm if it is not possible to obtain cores with a larger diameter.

Nevertheless, it is indicated that samples with smaller diameter are known to provide lower

compressive strengths with larger variability. In this study the cores ha d a diameter of
approximately 44 mm, which satisfies the requirement of twice the aggregate size, since it was

20 mm. It was not possible to extract cores of larger diameter because of the widh of the

specimens was 70.5 mm.

Table 5-6: Geometric properties and experimental compressive strengths for the core samples

. Average height Average diameter Tests Average s
Sample % Nanosilica
(mm) (mm) (MPa) (MPa)
FTO#1 0.0 97.01 43.92 52.85
FTO#2 0.0 97.01 43.82 60.94
FTO#3 0.0 95.34 43.68 57.22

Average for 0.0%  57.00 + 4.05

FT1#1 1.0 95.00 43.90 58.61
FT1#2 1.0 96.02 43.71 56.34
FT1#3 1.0 95.17 44.04 61.92

Average for 1.0%  58.96 + 2.81

FT2#1 2.0 97.68 44.02 58.67
FT2#2 2.0 96.01 44.08 66.51
FT2#3 2.0 96.01 43.84 65.62

Average for 2.0%  63.60 + 4.29

ACI 562M-13 provides the following equation to compute the equivalent strength of the cores
extracted according to ASTM C42-13 and ASTM C82312:
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Where "Qis the average core strength (accounting for the diameter and moisture condition of the
cores); COV is the coefficient of variation of the core strengths; € the number of cores taken and
Q is the coefficient of variation modification factor. Since for each case three cores were
extracted, 'Q is 1.47. Table 5-7 summarizes the parameters considered and the average
equivalent strength obtained for each mixture. Comparing the equivalent core strengths to the
specified design strength in Table 5-1, it is verified that all the mixtures have a higher strength
than the specified.

Table 5-7: Equivalent strength of the core samples

Nanosilica Average O, v« Standard deviation  Coefficient of variation feeq (MPa)
content (MPa) (MPa) cov
0.0% 57.00 4.05 0.07 46.60
1.0% 58.96 2.81 0.05 49.26
2.0% 63.60 4.29 0.07 52.17

To evaluate if the difference between the strength estimated from the cylinders (before freezing
and thawing) and the cores (after freezing and thawing) is significant, hypothesis test of the

difference of the mean values of the compressive strengths is postulated.

Null hypothesis Ho:* - =0

The null hypothesis is that there is no difference between the mean strengths of the cylinders

and the equivalent strength from the cores.

Alternative hypothesis Hi - >0

The alternative hypothesis is that there is a significant difference between the strength before

and after freezing and thawing .

The significance level chosen is 90%, based on section 3.1 of ACI 228.163, which establishes
that it is reasonable to verify that the tenth-percentile in-place compressive strength is at least
0.85 of the required compressive strength. It was considered that if the significance level to

evaluate the compliance with the strength requirement is 90%, the same significance level
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would be adequate to evaluate the difference of the strengths in this case. Therefore, the

hypothesis test is done using the t-student distribution with a significance level of 10%.

The degrees of freedom for the case where the standard deviatiors are unequa and unknown

EUI wi Y] OwEawUI 1 w2EUUI U0T PEDPUI ZUWExxUOGBYOEDOOwx U
Hopper, 1969):

(5-3)

where i and ¢ are the standard deviation and the number of samples for the cylinders, and i
and ¢ are the standard deviation and number of samples for the cores. The t value in this case
is given as:

Lt
G O (5-4)

I I

0

Table 5-8 summarizes the information from the hypothesis test. For the three mixtures, the null
hypothesis is rejected and the alternative hypothesis accepted, which means that the resistance
from the cores is smaller than the strength of the cylinders measured at 28 days. The reduction
in the strength is of 12.4% for the control mix (0.0%), 11.1% for the mix with 1.0% of nanosilica
and 11.5% for the 2.0% mix.

Table 5-8: Hypothesis test parameters

Nanosilica Hi gl > Hil <a st S2 N n2 t t2010 Result
content (MPa) (MPa)
0.0% 53.21 46.60 1.137 405 3 3 2 502 > 1.89 Reject null
1.0% 55.39 49.26 1.786 281 3 3 3 495 > 164 Rejectnull
2.0% 58.96 52.17 1.118 429 3 3 2 505 > 1.89 Reject null
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5.2.5 Conclusions from the study of freeze/thaw damaged samples

The results from UPV and resonant frequency consistently reflect that none of the specimens
presented significant frost damage after more than 300 freeze/thaw cycles. The maximum
change is 8.0% change in the resonance frequency method and less than 5.0%felocity.

According to the reference velocity values indicated by (KrautkrAmer & Krautkramer , 1990), all
the velocities calculated denote a concrete in very good condition. Therefore, from the
ultrasonic pulse velocity is not possible to assess whetherthere is internal deterioration in the
samples. The velocities computed from the specimens that contain nanosilica are lower than the
ones without nanosilica (at maximum 3%); thus, there is no significant evidence of different
behaviour between the specimens that contain nanosilica and the ones that do not. Similarly,
the results obtained from the resonant frequency test (ASTM C666-08) do not show a significant
variation during the period of study (less than 8%). However, the results from the attenuation
edimations manifest an increase that could be related to internal damage resulting from
freezing and thawing. The comparison of the strengths of the cores extracted from the prisms
and the strength of the cylinders of the same mixtures affirm that there is a reduction in the
strengths of the specimens. However, to confirm that the change is due to frost damage it would
be necessaryto conduct a petrographic investigation of the samples.

The analysis of the variation of the density indicates that it varies t hroughout the study period,
but the variation on the density cannot explain the variation in the velocity measurements.
From the accepted relationship between the pulse velocity, the density and the elastic constants
(equation 2-1), it may be concluded that there should be a change in the elastic modulus of the
specimens. Thus, the elastic moduli computed from the resonancetest, the UPV, the static test
were analyzed. For the specimens without nanosilica, the dynamic methods provide larger
estimations of the elastic modulus, as expected. However, for the specimens with nanosilicathe
static modulus is the largest. This result suggests that it is not convenient to assume that the

dynamic methods would always provide a conservative estimation of the static el astic modulus.

5.3 Cylinders under axial load

The second set of tests done to assess the ability of UPV to detect internal damage consisted in
the measurement of the arrival time and the calculation of the pulse velocity for four concrete
cylinders of the control mix ture (without nanosilica). The cylinders were tested before and after
the uniaxial compression test and the results in terms of the velocity and the attenuation are

presented in the following sections. The purpose of these tests was to investigate if from the
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results of the pulse velocity is possible to recognize internal damage. In this case the internal
damage consisted in the micro-cracks that resulted from the compression tests.The compressive
load was applied until the failure and the cracking pattern observed in all specimens was
longitudinal cracking. The UPV measurements were taken parallel to the direction of

application of the compressive load.

5.3.1 Ultrasonic pulse velocity results for the specimen s tested in compression

Figure 5-11 shows the box plot of the ultrasonic pulse velocity data before and after the
compression test. The whiskers indicate the minimum and the maximum value, and the circular

markers represent the average velocities.
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Figure 5-11: Comparison of the variation of the ultrasonic pulse velocity for four cylinders tested before

and after the compression test
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For all cylinders, the average velocities are comparable, and except forcylinder 7, the average

velocity after the compression test is reduced.

The minimum velocities are above 40001 7Oand comparing the velocities with the reference
ranges suggested by (Krautkrdmer & Krautkrdmer, 1990) , none of the cylinders is damaged
because the velocity is above 3600 m/s. Nevertheless, the four cylinders are damaged after the
compression test, becaug the compressive load was applied until the failure of the cylinder
occurred. This inconsistency demonstrates that comparing the pulse velocity with a reference

value is not sufficient to ensure that the concrete is sound.

Table 5-9: Comparison of the pulse velocity for the cylinders tested in compression

Specimen HigB- > Ymll-> HiB<a' Y%“B<a» Ratioof UPV

ID (m/s) (m/s) (m/s) (m/s) Heg < all-) >
Cylinder 6 4458 200 4403 218 0.99
Cylinder 7 4425 7 4448 71 1.01
Cylinder 8 4580 222 4418 150 0.96
Cylinder 9 4687 213 4590 90 0.98

The ratios in Table 5-9 indicate that there is no significant reduction in the values of the velocity,
since the maximum reduction is 4%. In the same table is included also the standard deviation
computed for each sample with the intention of showing that the difference obtained between

the velocity before and after compression is smaller than the standard deviation.

5.3.2 Attenuation results for the specimens tested in compression

Figure 5-12 presents the normalized frequency spectra for the four cylinders evaluated. The
normalized spectra refers to the frequency spectra of the output signal convolved with the

system function using a Wiener filter, as it was explained in section 4.2.2. For all cases, the plots
indicate a reduction in the area below the frequency spectrum after the specimens were
subjected to uniaxial compression until failure. The attenuation in this case was quantified as
ratio between the area below the normalized frequency spectrum after the compression test and

the area below the spectrum before the test.
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Figure 5-12: Comparison of the spectra before and after the compression tests

Table 5-10 presents the results of the areas computed for each cylinder (A standsfor after and B
before the compression test). The reduction in the area was calculatedassuming the initial
condition as the unity, and subtracting the ratio between the areas andmultiplied by 100 to

present the results as percentage

Table 5-10: Quantification of the attenuation for the cylinders tested under uniaxial compression

Case Area below spectrum  Ratio (After / Before) Reduction
Cylinder 6B 1.28E06
0.536 46.4
Cylinder 6A 6.87E07
Cylinder 7B 1.38E06
0.653 34.7
Cylinder 7A 9.00E07
Cylinder 8B 1.51E06
. 0.456 54.4
Cylinder 8A 6.88E07
Cylinder 9B 2.21E06
] 0.654 34.6
Cylinder 9A 1.44E06
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For the cylinders tested in compression, the attenuation results show a changebetween 30% and

50%, while the change in the velocity is only 4%.

The test results demonstrate that the attenuation indicates the existence of damage in the
specimens, while the velocity does not indicate a significant change in the condition. This can be
explained because the velocity depends only on the arrival time. Therefore, if there is no
significant change in the time, there would not be any change in the velocity. However, the

attenuation can show the damage, since there is a reduction in the magnitude. The interaction of
the sound waves with the micro fractures results in scattering, which prod uces magnitude

reduction and redirection of the waves.

The reduction of the areasbelow the spectra indicates an increase in attenuation because there is
a reduction in the energy of the received signal for the same input. While for the velocities the

maximum change was about 4%, for the attenuation the changes are 35% for cylinders 7 and 9,
46% for cylinder 6 and 54% for cylinder 8. In this case it is known that the specimens are

damaged because the compression load was applied until the failure of the specimen.

5.4 Summary

This chapter included the results of two sets of tests intended to evaluate the sensitivity of pulse
velocity to internal damage. The two typ es of damage studied were freeze/thaw and fracturing

by compression.

For the evaluation of freeze/thaw damage, three methods were compared: ultrasonic pulse
velocity, resonance method and attenuation. Even though UPV and resonance are the testing
methods suggested in the standards to evaluate freeze/thaw damage, both methods showed
limited sensitivity. In contrast, attenuation results indicated deterioration and the results from

the cores extracted from the specimensshow a consistenttrend.

In the case ofthe damage induced by compression, UPV results do not indicate a significant
change between the values before or after the test. Also when the estimated velocities were
compared with reference values the results did not indicate damage. These findings confirm
that it is not adequate to base the assessment of the condition of a concrete element on
individual measurements of pulse velocity, because the velocity does not appear to be sensitive
to internal damage. In addition, the results demonstrated that an evaluation based on a

reference value of pulse velocity may mislead the evaluator.
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Chapter 6 Surface waves evaluation

6.1 Introduction

The main objective of this research project was the study of the possible combination of two
stress wave nondestructive methods (ultrasonic pulse velocity and surface waves) to assess the
condition of reinforced concrete elements. In this chapter are included the results related with

the surface waves tests done.

Surface wave analysis is evaluated as an initial global assessment because this type of analysis is
convenient for large concrete surfaces where is aimed a quick evaluation (Aggelis 2009).In
addition, t he use of surface waves to assess the condition of concrete elements presents several

advantages:
a) Itis needed access only from one surface
b) The penetration depth of the waves can be controlled by changing the testing frequency
c) Surface waves can be easily generatedby an impact or with a transducer
d) Most of the energy recorded at the surface of an element is transported by surface waves.

Two types of structural elements were tested using surface waves: five beams tested in the
laboratory and a reinforced concrete dome in the field. The purpose of these tests was to
analyze the limitations of the equipment available, to improve the testing setup and to verify

the effect of the coupling in the measurements. Also, to experiment different techniques to

process the experimental data recorded.

6.2NDT of reinforced concrete beams under fatigue loading

This study was performed as a collaborative project for the PhD thesis of Rayed Alyousef
(Alyousef, 2016) and had two objectives. First, it was of interest to verify if through surface

wave analysis it is possible to obtain some indication of the imminence of failure of the beams
that were tested under fatigue loading. The second objective was to experiment different setups
of the NDT system to identify the best testing configuration to perform surface wave testsof
reinforced concrete elements The parameters that were modified were the spacing between the
sensors (accelerometers) the mounting of the transducers acting as source, and themounting

between the accelerometers and the surface of the beams.
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6.2.1 Generalities about fatigue evaluation using NDT

Fatigue of a material is the weakening by repeated loading (ACI CT-16), and it results in a
brittle failure. The analysis of concrete elements under fatigue is an important aspect because it
can cause cracking at lower than expected loads, and the cracking of a member can affect the
static loading characteristics (ACI 215R 1997). Brittle failures are undesirable because their
occurrence is sudden, they do not provide signs of distress and they can result in significant
losses, especially in the case of structural elements. As there are no signs or indicators of distress,
different studies have aimed to measure other properties that may be used as indicators of the

imm inence of failure.

To evaluate the actual condition of concrete elements different methods can be used, being the
most common visual inspection. Also nondestructive techniques (NDT) are valuable tools for
fatigue assessment. In the case of damage assessmeof beams, NDT methods such as acoustic
emission (Zarate, 2012), modal analysis (Kessler 2002) or surface wave analysis have being
reported (Kalinski , 1992).

In this study, the purpose was to evaluate if the data recorded using surface wave testing may
provide an indication of the progression of the damage induced by fatigue loading.

6.2.2 Specimens tested

The test specimens were five reinforced concrete beams part ofan experimental program of 55
beams tested under fatigue loading. For a detailed description of the testing program see
(Alyousef, 2016).

From the five beams tested three were wrapped with fibre s polymer (FRP) sheets and two of
the beams did not have any type of external reinforcement. The beams were simply supported,

and the cyclic load was applied at two points locate d at 600 mm from each support.

All the beams tested had a rectangular cross section of 250 mm width and 350 mm of depth. The
beams had 200 mm of length and the longitudinal reinforcement consisted of t wo bars
diameter 10 mm as compressive reinforcement, and two bars of 20 mm diameter as the tensile
reinforcement. The reinforcement bars in the compressive zone extend from the supports to the
points of application of the load. The transverse reinforcement consisted of stirrups diam eter 10
mm spaced 100 mm. Thetransverse reinforcement was located only from the supports to the

points of application of the load. In the case of the tensile reinforcement, the bars are spliced in

the center of the beam 150 mm b each side. The failure of the specimen was expected to start at
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the location of these splices and therefore, the accelerometers were placed in this sectionFigure

6-1 shows the geometry of the beams.
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Figure 6-1: Geometry of the reinforced concrete beams tested

6.2.3 NDT testing instrumentation

Figure 6-2 presents an example of the NDT testing setup. The sensors used in these tests were

nineteen piezoelectric accelerometers (PCB Piezotronics model 3055B3) with a nominal
frequency of 35 kHz. Accelerometers or acceleration transducers are devices that convert
vibratory motion into an electrical signal . For field applications, the accelerometers have to be
attached to the element under study and the resonance frequency obtained for this condition is

called mounted resonance frequency. This frequency is important because the upper frequency
limit of an accelerometer is usually considered to be one-third of its mount ed resonance

frequency (Miller, 1973).

Two ultrasonic transducers with a nominal resonant frequency of 50 kHz were employed as the
source and were located at 40 mm from the first accelerometer (indicated as A) and the last
accderometer (B). Two types of mounting of the source transducers were evaluated: manual
pressure and using metallic frame (Figure 6-3). The manual pressure was only used for the first
beam tested because it is the usual way of using an ultrasonic transducer as source. For the
other beams the metallic frames were employed because they allowed maintaining a constant

pressure, which is needed to ensure consisency of the tests.
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Figure 6-2: Setup for the surface wave analysis test of a reinforced concrete beanwith GFRP

reinforcement

Figure 6-3: Mounting of the source transducers (left: manually, right: rigid frame)

The excitation of the ultrasonic transducer (input signal) was a one-cycle sinusoidal pulse with a
frequency of 50 kHz. The input signal and the accelerations were recorded with a data
acquisition system of 24 channels and sampling frequency of 1.0 MHz (LDS Nicolet Genesis).
The ultrasonic transducer was preferred as the source over a hammer because the frequencies

generated are in a narrow band and there is better control and consigency in the waves induced.
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Figure 6-4 shows the wave field generated by a point source as it could be idealized a

piezoelectric transducer.

Wave source

s

Rayleigh wave

N

S wave -
e P wave

Figure 6-4: Waves generated by a wave source applied to a free surfacgPopovics & Abraham, 2010)

To ensure the accuracy and repeatability of the measurements the mounting is essential, and for
the accelerometers two types of systems were tested: adhesive and magnetic mounted.The
accelerometers were mounted in studs that were screwed in metallic washers. The washers

were adhered to the surface of the beams using epoxy resin Figure 6-5) or magnets (Figure 6-6).

Figure 6-5: Accelerometers mounted with epoxy resin
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Figure 6-6: Magnetic mounting of the accelerometers

Initially it was used the adhesive system, but as several accelerometers were detached during
the testing of the first beam, for the other beams it was used the magnetic mounting. In acoustic
testing is common to employ magnetic clamps when drilling is not permitted, and most

piezoelectric transducers are relatively insensitive to magnetic fields. The disadvantage of the
magnetic clamp method is that the addition of element in series with the accelerometer may

reduce the useful upper frequency (Miller, 1973).

6.2.4 Surface wave tests results

For the five beams studied, the testing procedure was similar. The base line condition was
recorded before the fatigue load was applied to the beam. Then, the test was repeated at
different stages of the loading cycle, stopping temporarily the cyclic loading to record the

ultrasonic signals. Each record consised of 30 signals (30 repetitions) for each accelometeand

the measurements were done for two positions of the source.

Figure 6-7 is an example of the time signals recorded for one of the beams (beam B1 which is
unwrapped) and Figure 6-8 presents the corresponding frequency spectra. In this case the
spacing between the accelerometers was 40 mm and the results shown correspond to the

baseline condition.

The surface wave test results can be analyzed both in the time and the frequency doman. In the
time domain, a common way of analyzing the data is obtaining the surface wave velocity. For

example, Figure 6-9 is the representation of the multiple time signals for equally spaced sensors.
The arrival of the surface waves can be defined as the maximum that precedes a drop in signal
value (Popovics & Abraham, 2010). Then, the slope of the line joining the peaks (lagest
amplitude) would give an approximation of the surface wave velocity.
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Figure 6-7: Example of the time signals recorded for the baseline condition (beam B1, source at A)
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Figure 6-8: Frequency spectra of the time signals for the base line condition (beam B1, source at A)
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Since in the surface wave tests the accelerometers are spaced a constant distanc®x), the
surface wave velocity (Vr) can becalculated as follows:
3w

= (6-1)

where 3- is the difference in the arrival times of the different signals. Figure 6-9 is a graphical
representation of the method. In this case, the time signals presented correspond to the baseline

condition for the second beam tested (B2, source at A) which was also unwrapped.
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Figure 6-9: Example of the time signals for the initial condition (beam B2, source at A)

The previous procedure was not applicable for the later stages of the testing becauseafter few
cycles of fatigue loading there is no recognizable trend in the time signals (Figure 6-10). For all
the beams tested, only for the baseline condition is possible to apply the aforementioned
method, so it was considered that for the testing conditions the time domain analysis was not

convenient.
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Figure 6-10: Time signals after 32000 fatigue cycles (beam B2)

Additionally, when the thickness of the layer is of the same order than the wavelength, the
frequency domain methods are suitable (Popovics & Abraham, 2010). To determine the
dominant wavelengths in the signals, windowing of the time signals was evaluated using a

Tukey window defined as follows:
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where r is the ratio of the cosine-tapered section length to the entire window length with
™ i p.

Two types of windowing were analyzed. First, a window with the same characteristics (same
wid th, taper) but with a proportional starting point was applied to all the signals. Figure 6-11
shows an example of the application of a Tukey window to the signals measured in beam B2.
The other type of windowing evaluated was the application of several windows to each

individual signal. Figure 6-12illustrates the consideration of different windows for a time signal
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and Figure 6-13 presents the frequency spectra of the windowed signals. The dominant

frequencies observed were 36 kHz and 53 kHz.
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Figure 6-11: Example of the application of windowing in one of the records to determine the dominant
frequencies
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Figure 6-12: Example of the application of different windows in the time signals
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Figure 6-13: Example of the frequency spectra for the windowed signals

For the location of the accelerometers selectedthe beams can bevisualized as a layered media,
where the first layer corresponds to the concrete cover; the second layer is the longitudinal
reinforcement, and the third layer the core concrete. The surface wave propagation is gererally
limited to a wavelength, so in this case for a frequency of 53 kHz and a reference Rwave
velocity of 2200 m/s, the effective depth is around 40 mm, which corresponds to the concrete
cover. Therefore, the thickness of the layerevaluated is of the same order as the wavelength of
the ultrasonic waves and the analysis in the frequency domain is preferable.

In the frequency domain, the usual representation of the surface wave test results is through the
dispersion curves, where the phase velocity is presented as a function of the frequency.Phase
velocities are calculated by determining the travel times for each frequency (or wavelength)
component between the two receivers. Figure 6-14 illustrates the variation of the phase velocity
in the frequency range from 40 kHz to 60 kHz for the first beam tested. For this case, the phase
velocity presented a clear reduction as the number of fatigue cycles increased so the phase

velocity was studied as a potential indicator of the progression of damage.

For all the beams tested, the phase velocity as a function of the frequency was determined.

However, the phase velocity did not present a clear trend with the inc reasing number of fatigue
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loading cycles. For this reason, the phase velocity was discarded as the parameter that would

allow monitoring the progression of the fatigue damage.
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Figure 6-14: Dispersion curve for the phase velocity for beam B1

Even though the dispersion curves are the usual representation of surface waves tests the
computation of the dispersion curves could be a numerically intensive method and requires an
experienced investigator (ACI 228.2R-13; Chai, Aggelis, Momoki, Kobayashi, & Shiotani, 2010).
Since the purpose of using the surface wawe method was to obtain an indirect indication of the
progression of fatigue damage, a simpler procedure that could facilitate the interpretation of the

data was necessaryand three signal processing techniques were investigated.

6.2.5 Alternative processing procedure for the surface waves tests

The alternative methods studied were the Pearson correlation, the Power Spectral Correlation
Index and the Coherence Spectrum, which are briefly described below. The three methods
evaluated were based on the study by (Nufio Ayén, 2011). Dr. Nufio Ayén facilitated the

algorithm (called MEICE in his work) to analyze the data and the references related to it.

For the three methods, the reference signal is indicated as 6 wp E ¢ E O
and 6 wp E ®& E w0 isthe compared signal. For all signals, ¢ is the &-th

sample and U denotes the number of samples
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Pearson Correlation

The Pearson correlation is a time domain technique that gives a measure of the linear

dependence of the signals,and the values are between-1 and +1. If the Pearson correlation is +1,

Ul T wOpPOwUDT OEOQUWEUT woODPOl EUGawU] OEUI EQWEOGEWDI wbUw
relationship. The correlation between two signals 6 wop E ®¢&¢ E w0 ando

wp E ®& E &0 ,iscomputed as follows:

T s ‘Z’Z" 'O é [ é [
weE 00 o} o] (6-3)

néné "b”b

where ¢ is the ¢ -th sample, § denotes the number of samples,¢ © 0 is the covariance
betweeno6 and 6 ,,, and, , are the standard deviations of the signals,‘ ; and ‘ ; the average
of the signals and E[ ] stands for the expectation.

Power spectral correlation index

The Power spectra correlation index (PSCI) gives the correlation between the power spectra of
two different time signals (measurements). This index provides a measure of the commonness
of oscillatory frequencies, and takes a real value between 0 and 1. If two measurements have
similar freque ncies, then the PSCI value is close to unity. When the value of PSCI is close to zero

the two time signals have different frequencies.

The PSCI computation is carried out in two steps. In the first step, the means of the time signals
0 and 6 are removed, and the Fast Fourier Transform (FFT) is applied to estimate their power

spectra. In the second step, the power spectra are used to estimate PSCI:

W Qs ®Q
03#) (6-4)

B Qs ® Q

where "Qdenotes the k-th frequency, @ "Q is the power spectrum of the reference signal6 and
® "Q represents the power spectra of the signal comparedd (Tangirala, Shah, & Thornhill,
2005)
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Coherence spectrum

In this research, the Welch algorithm was used to obtain the self- and crosspower spectral
density estimation from the recorded measurements. Welch algorithm differs from the averaged
periodogram in two ways. First, the data is windowed and secondly, data blocks are
overlapped. The data window reduces spectral leakage and by overlapping blocks of data,
typically by 50 or 75%, some extra variance reduction is achieved. Those relevant characteristics
make it attractive to extract the spectral information and to identify the similar or different

frequencies that onset during the oscillatory process.

The collected measurements carnbe described as follows:
0 WP W E ¢ E o0 , "QpFa;FBFﬁ (6-5)

where 0 is the vector that represents the signals collected by the accelerometer, sampled at time

¢ phfB AY and & is the number of measurements.

Each signal,0 is divided in K segments with overlapping data ‘O:
©& @& a0 (6-6)
where the intervals are:
ma v pAl Ak & 0 p (6-7)

The Welch estimator uses the Discrete Fourier Transform (DFT). However, the procedure of
overlapping samples often provides better results than those obtained with the DFT. In practice,
the overlap of signal segments is often chosen as 50%, i.€0 0 f¢, while the number K of the
intervals is chosen as a compromise between spetral resolution and precision (Welch, 1967)
The segments of the selected signals are multiplied by a window function 0 ¢ and their

spectra are then estimated as:

B0 & bEdE0E0M iprg It

o)
a Tip

SEEFCR

p -
5 (6-8)

where "Q QX6 denotes the k-th frequency. Here, O is defined by the following:
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0 0 & (6-9)

in which 0 1 represents a window function. In this research, the Hanning function was
selected for its accuracy and easy implementationand it is defined as:
~ . G €
o¢ P PRy &S (6-10)
¢ q Y
where¢  miphcB B p.

The averaged periodogram for the self-power spectral density is then estimated as follows:

Bo 0 Bo 0 (6-11)

P
0
Following the same procedure, the crosspower spectral density is estimated. Assume that
0 wp ¢ E & E @ represents the signal that contains the frequency of
interest, which is correlated in the frequency domain with the spectral decomposition of 0 as
follows:

P
0

Bo Q Bo Q (6-12)

where "B, "Qis a vector that contains complex values for every frequency "Q. From the self-
and crosspower spectral densities, the magnitude of the spectral coherenced, , "Q can be

computed from (6-13) and the phase ., "Qfrom (6-14) :

£ o
. 6-13
Ao Q B, OB, O (6-13

) 1Be 0
06 Q@ OAT —— (6-14)
2 AR, Q

The magnitude of the coherence is a real value between 0 and 1 that represents how two signals

are linearly correlated in the frequency. In the range of 0.8 to 1, both signals show significant
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similarity, meanwhile , a rate in the range from 0 to 0.79indicates no similarity on their behavior
(Zang, Halliday, Jiang, Liu, & Feng, 2006, Lesniak, A. & Nitsuma, H., 1998). The phase
coherence is usually interpreted as a phase lead of one signal over the other andt can range
between -180° ( “) to 180° () for every frequency.

In practice, this coherence has been used to evaluate the linear association between two
stationary time series in the long-term and for all spectra. The coherence spectrum is a function
of frequency, which is an advantage compared with the PSCI value. Therefore, it allows

detecting oscillatory behaviours and identifying similar frequencies of a set of measurements.

Figure 6-15is a schematic representation of the coherence spectrum method.
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Figure 6-15: Coherence spectrum method (figure by Jesus Nufio)
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Given that in this study the purpose was to obtain an indicator of the imminence of failure

under fatigue loading, the comparison is done between the signals recorded in each
accelerometer and not between neighbouring accelerometers.If the signals are from the same
accelerometer, the changes in the signals could be an indication of a change in the condition of
the element because the measurements are taken a fixed point Therefore, dl the recorded
signals at an accelerometer were comparedusing the three correlation procedures and some

examples of possible applications of the methods are presented below.

Figure 6-16 presents the Pearson correlation results computed for all the thirty -nine
measurements (different number of fatigue cycles, from 100 to 156500 cyclesfor beam B3 at the
accelerometer close to the source. The representation used facilitates identifying that there is a
good correlation in the time domain (above 0.7) between the measurements up to the 2®
measurement and that after the 30" until 39t measurement the correlation is below 0.4, which
indicates little correlation. The last three measurements haveno correlation and indicate the

failure of the element.

Muimber of measurement
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Figure 6-16: Pearson correlation for accelerometer 1 (beam B)
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Another potential application of the Pearson correlation results is illustrated in Figure 6-17 In
this case, the plot indicates there is no correlation between none of the signals which may be
due to inadequate mounting of the accelerometer and these measurements are discarded. Thus,
the results of the Pearson correlation could be considered to categorize the recored signals.
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Figure 6-17: Pearson correlation for the accelerometer 19 (beam B)

The results presented in Figure 6-18 for the spectral correlation correspond to the same set of
measurements shown in Figure 6-16. Both figures indicate that the last three measurements are
no correlated with the base line condition. It may also be observed that the correlation in the
frequency domain is close to one up to the 19" measurement. It is observed that the correlation
is above 0.7 fom the 20" until the 24" measurement, which highlights that for the type of
vibratory phenomenon under study (ultrasonic waves induced by the transducer in the beam)
the frequency correlation is valid in a longer range. Therefore, is better suited to monitor the
changes in the beam than the Pearson correlation. Also, the figure may be employed to identify
stages in the testing. For example, the results that indicate a change forthe spectral correlation
are stages where there is a change in the condition of the beam. InFigure 6-18 for example, the
changes in the correlation in 19, 24 and 29 draw attention to these measurements. As each
measurement corresponds to a specific number of fatigue cycles, it is possible to relate the

change in the condition with the number of fatigue cycle s.
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Figure 6-19 shows an example of the coherence spectrum results obtained for the accelerometer
closer to the source for the same set of measurements In addition to confirm the stages
identified by the power spectral correlation, the coherence spectrum displays the information
about the specific frequencies. For this analysis the reference signakelected corresponds to 100
fatigue loading cycles. The coherence representation allows also recognizing the frequencies
that are significant. For example, the measurements from the 1st until 19t and 22" until 24t
show a coherence magnitude close to 0.8 for the frequency of 40 kHz (approximately). This
value indicates that these measurements have very similar oscillatory components. Finally, the
analyzed data have frequencies with higher coherence magnitude, which are between 35 kHz
and 70 kHz. On the other hand, the last three measurementshave a coherence magnitudeequal
to zero for all frequencies. Therefore, these time signals have different oscillatory behaviours,
which may be associated a strong damage in thestudy beam and are consistent with the results

from Pearson correlation and PSCI.

[D8d
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Figure 6-18: Power spectral correlation (accelerometer 1, beam B)

Taking into consideration the relation between the wavelength, the velocity and the frequency it
follows that for a given wavelength, the vanishing of a specific frequency would be related to a

change in the velocity:
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® _JQ (6-15)

If the testing conditions are the same, this change in velocity may be related with the alteration
in the specimen. In the testing procedure under study, the frequencies around 50 kHz are
related with the ultrasonic waves produced by the source transducer. Therefore, the monitoring
of these frequencies and the changes observed suggest changes in the medium. The medium in
this case is a layered system of concrete and steel. The propagation of the waves initially is
through a composite medium and the resultin g velocity includes the propagation through the
concrete and steel. The beams tested failed because of debonding of the reinforcing bars, which
is a sudden change in the medium. When the debonding occurs, the waves are propagating
only through concrete, because the low acoustic impedance in air would produce the complete
reflection of the ultrasonic waves. To verify the previous statement it would be needed

additional experimentation with materials of known properties or numerical simulations.
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Figure 6-19: Example of coherence spectrum (accelerometer 1, beam B

As an example of the possible use of tracking specific frequencies to monitor the condition of
the structural elements, Figure 6-20 includes the results for 40 kHz, 50 kHz and 60 kHz for two

of the beams tested.
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Figure 6-20: Variation of the velocity determined from the surface wave testing and the number of cycles

of fatigue loading (Alyousef, 2016)

Figure 6-20 evidences the reduction of the velocity for an increasing number of fatigue cycles. In
this example the blue markers correspond to a beam that was retrofitted with carbon fibres
sheets (CFRP) and the red markers relate to a beam that was not retrofitted. Tle steeper slope
observed for the unwrapped beam relates with more abrupt changes in the specimen and lower
fatigue resistance. The results for the beam with CFRP sheets demonstrate the suitability of the

retrofit to increase the fatigue life of the beams with the fatigue prone details studied.

6.3 Summary

In this chapter were presented the results of a study where the surface wave testing was
employed to monitor the progression of fatigue damage in reinforced concrete beams. The
testing of five beams allowed evaluating different setups; assessing two types of mounting of
the sensors and the ultrasonic source, and studying alternative processing procedures of the

data.

From the setups evaluated it was found that for the consistency of the tests it is necessaryto

maintain a constant pressure on the source transducers. It is suggested to use a clamp or similar
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device to attach the transducer that is working as source. It was verified that the compression
transducers work adequately as source, and that the vacuum grease is an adequate couplant for

unwrapped beams but not for the beams that were retrofitted with FRP sheets.

To mount the accelerometers the adhesive and the magnetic mounting were evaluated. The use
of epoxy to place the accelerometers is unfavourable because damages the surface of the
elements and some of the accelerometers fell off during the fatigue loading test. The magnetic
coupling ensures an uninterrupted mounting. However, for the application of the surface waves
testing in the field, it would b e convenient to build an array with the accelerometers to facilitate
the installation. Another option is to utilize different sensors, for example air -coupled sensors.
Air -coupled sensors may be an adequate solution because they do not require contact withthe
element tested so they allow faster scanning and are adequate for NDT methods using surface
waves (Popovics & Abraham, 2010).

For the beams evaluated, thelayer thickness was of the same order of the wavelength of the
propagating wave from the source. Therefore, the frequency domain methods provided better
results than the time domain ones. The typical way of presenting the results of the surface wave
test in the frequency domain is through the dispersion curves of phase velocity as a function of
frequency. Initially it was considered the variation of the phase velocity as a potential indicator

of the progression of damage. Nevertheless, it was not possible to identify a clear behaviour of
the phase velocity as a function of the number of cycles of fatigue loading. Hence, three
alternative methods to compare the signals were evaluated: Pearson correlation of the time
signals, Power spectral correlation and Coherence spectrum. From the methods studied, the
Coherence spectum is the one that provides more information and additional investigation

(experimental and numerical) is recommended.
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Chapter 7 Field testing results

7.1 Introduction

The main objective of the researchproject was to construct a field testing tool for the assessment
of concrete columns. This chapter describes the testing of several irservice concrete columns of
different characteristics (diameter, compressive strength, reinforcement) using the UTPole

system. The experiments were done with the following purposes:

a. To verify that the UTPole system (initially developed for testing wood poles) can be used to

test in-service concrete columns

b. To corroborate the efficacy of the proposed coupling or the method used to secure the

sensors to the column;

c. To explore the effect of different properties of the concrete elements (vertical and transverse

reinforcement, diameter) on the results obtained with the testing device ; and,

d. To evaluate the practicality of the system to test reinforced concrete columns with a circular

Cross secion.

Section 7.2 summarizes the verification of the UTPole system in the laboratory using a mortar
sample of known characteristics. Section 7.3 presentsthe results of the evaluation of a sample of
in-service columns using the field testing device. The results of the evaluation of a column with
honeycombing are summarized in 7.4, and the results of the evaluation of a damaged column
are included in section 7.5. Finally, section 7.6is the summary of the main findings of the field

testing.

7.2 Testing of a mortar sample with UTPole system

The verification of the functioning of the system and the proposed coupling was done by testing
a cylindrical mortar sample ( Figure 7-1). This specimen can be used as verification because the

properties of the sample are known (

Table 7-1). The mortar cylinder was constructed by Simon Berubé as part of his Master thesis
(Berubé, 2008)and the values for the parameters were verified by numerical simulations. The
selection of the sample of mortar instead of a sample of other material was based on the

consideration that the properties of mortar are closer to those of concrete.
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Figure 7-1: Setup for the verification of the equipment and testing of the coupling system proposed

Table 7-1: Properties of the mortar sample tested in the laboratory

Parameter Value
Density 2102 kg/ms?
Modulus of elasticity 29.6 GPa
/| OPUUOOZ UWUEUDOC 0.33
Diameter 0.29m

The evaluation of the proposed coupling was done by comparing the velocity and the
attenuation measurements using the typical coupling employed in the laboratory tests (vacuum
grease) and the results when duct tape and vacuum grease were used (coupling proposed for
the field testing, as explained in Chapter 4). The first case is called M1 (only vacuum grease) and
the second case M2 (duct tape plus vacuum grease).

A first evaluation performed consisted in the comparison of the velocity and attenuation

profiles obtained from the UTPole software. The velocity and attenuation profiles are the plots
corresponding to the values of velocity and attenuation computed by the software for each ray
path. The first letter indicates the position of the transmitter, and the second letter identifies the

receiver (

Figure 7-2).
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Figure 7-2: Nomenclature used for the ray paths

As an example, Figure 7-3 shows the velocity profile for the case M1 (only vacuum grease) and
Figure 7-4 for case M2 (duct tape and vacuum grease). The representation of the profiles allows
the comparison of the general trend of the measurements. The figures demonstrate that the
velocity profiles present the same pattern and the same behaviour was observed for the
attenuation. Also from the velocity and attenuation profiles it is possible to read the values for

each ray path, and that is how the values for each case were obtained.
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Figure 7-3: Velocities computed for each ray path for case M1(UTPole results)
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Figure 7-4: Velocities computed for each ray path for M2 (UTPole results)

Hereafter, the results are presented and analyzed grouped according to the relative position of
the receiver with respect to the transmitter (angle of 180°, 135° or 90°) because, as indicated in
Chapter 3 (Methodology), it was observed that the results for the attenuation present dissimilar
characteristics depending on the angle. The average value, the standard deviation and the
coefficient of variation are also included for the complete cross section to demonstrate the
difference between the values when the section is consideral as a whole, or by the relative
angles. This difference is more noticeable for the attenuation than for the velocity, especially in

terms of the coefficient of variation.

Table 7-2 summarizes the results of the velocity and the attenuation for case M1 and Table 7-3
for M2.

Table 7-2: Summary of the results for the case M1

Receivers All receivers Receivers at 180 Receivers at 135 Receivers at 90

Parameter  mu Sall COVai Mmso S0 COVio mss S13s  COViss mo S0 COVo
Vp (m/s) 3780 96 254% 3781 40 1.07% 3804 76 2.00% 3754 123 3.28%

a (Np/cm) 0.366 0.065 17.89% 0.292 0.011 3.74% 0.325 0.006 1.91% 0.443 0.015 3.42%
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Table 7-3: Summary of the results for the case M2

Receivers All receivers Receivers at 180 Receivers at 135 Receivers at 90

Parameter  mu Sall COVai Maso Ss1so COVio mss S35 COVis  mo Sseo COVw
Vp (m/s) 3786 86 2.28% 3819 57 1.49% 3787 70 1.85% 3769 106 2.81%

a (Np/cm) 0.355 0.067 18.72% 0.287 0.020 7.13% 0.313 0.019 6.08% 0.432 0.023 5.25%

In both cases, the velocity presents a coefficient of variation below 4% for all angles, and the
highest dispersion corresponds to the receivers at 90°.

For the attenuation, if the values are considered for the complete section the COV is closer to
20%. However, if the averages are computed for the relative positions the COV is below 10%.

As expected, there is a difference in the numerical values calculated.

Hypothesis test for the difference of the means

A difference of means hypothesis test is used to evaluate if the difference between the values is
significant.

Null hypothesis Ho:' -' =0

The null hypothesis is that there is no significant difference between the average for the whole
section if the coupling system is only vacuum grease (* ) and the average when the proposed

coupling system (duct tape and vacuum grease) is used(‘ ).

Alternative hypothesis Ha:* -* >0

The alternative hypothesis is that there is a significant difference between the means The
significance level was chosenas 5%, because the common significance level for the comparison
of the means is either 5% or 1%(Neville & Kennedy, 1966).

Table 7-4 summarizes the parameters of the hypothesis tests. In the table,4: stands for the
average values considering all measurements for case M1(only vacuum grease)O urépresents
the average for case M2(using duct tape and vacuum grease); st is the standard deviation for
M1; s corresponds to the standard deviation for M2; n1 and n2represents the number of
measurements; n stands for the degrees of freedom; t is the test statistic (3-11); s is the standard

deviation of the difference of the means (3-12); tvoosrepresents the critic value to compare,
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which corresponds to the t-distribution value for the specific number of degrees of freedom and
the level of significance of 5% (one-sided test). Finally, i is the combined variance of the
difference computed from (3-13), because this is the method to obtain a combined variance
(Neville & Kennedy, 1966) for the mean difference.

Table 7-4: Hypothesis test for the comparison of the coupling systems

Parameter 4, 44 S1 S2 ni nz n Sd t 138,0.05 Result

Velocity 3786 3780 86 9% 20 20 38 288 0.23 < 202 Accept null

Attenuation  0.355 0.3 0.067 0.065 20 20 38 0.021 -0.50 < 2.02 Accept null

For both parameters, velocity and attenuation, there is not statistical evidence to reject the null
hypothesis. Therefore, the null hypothesis is accepted, which means that the velocity and
attenuation results for case M2 are not significantly different th an those for case M1. This is
considered as the demonstration that the coupling system proposed is adequate as the use of
vacuum grease, but in addition has the advantage that does not stain the elements tested.

7.3 Evaluation of in -service columns

The details of each column tested are included in Appendix A. A total of 280 measurements
were taken and included columns with three different diameters (0.60m, 0.45m and 0.35m),
four different percentages of longitudinal reinforcement (1.0%, 2.1%, 1.2% and 2.4%), two
specified compressive strengths (45 MPa and 21 MPa) and two types of transverse
reinforcement (ties spaced at 300 mm and spiral reinforcement with 44mm and 64 mm pitch).
Since it was the first time that the equipment was employed to test reinforced concrete columns,
the aim was to cover columns of different characteristics to ascertain the effect of the different

properties in the measurements of velocity, attenuation and the correlation between the signals.
7.3.1Time signals recorded

The field data recorded are the time signhals corresponding to the input signal sent to the
transmitter, and the responses recorded by the receivers.Figure 7-5 is presented as an example
of the time signals records obtained from UTPole software. A complete test consists of eight
experiments, because each transducer is used as a transmitter once. Meanwhile, the other

transducers are acting as receivers.
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Figure 7-5: Example of the time signals results from UTPole software

The main results computed from the time signals are: the first arrival of the P -waves and the
correlation between the pair of transducers. As each transducer acts as transmitter and receiver,
there are two measurementsinvolving the same two transducers. If the propagation of the wave
occurs in a homogenous and sound material, it is expected that the two signals would have
good correlation. Conversely, a value for the correlation below 0.5 (fixed by the software)
indicates that there may be some kind of damaged area in that ray path, and it is considered as

an indicator of potential damage.

7.3.2Correlation results

To illustrate how the correlation for the signals could be considered as a first indicator of
damage, Figure 7-6 shows the correlation plot for a sound column and Figure 7-7 for a column

that is known to be damage.

For the column in good condition, the correlation between the signals is above 0.8 for most cases

(except two).

For the damaged column on the other hand, 10 of the ray paths present a correlation below 0.8
and the software indicates that 7% of the values are below 0.5. The lower values of the

correlation draw attention to certain ray paths, and in this case, the low values of correlation are
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due to the existence of cracks in the vicinity of the transducers. Therefore, it is considered that
the results of the correlation of the signals could be considered as an indicator of areas that may
require special attention. As these results are obtained immediately in the field, it is possible to

perform additional tests or document specific features that need to be considered in the

evaluation of the element.
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Figure 7-6: Correlation results for a sound column (STC1)obtained from UTPole software

Raypaths with CC <0.5 = 7.1%

1 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T tds
. . + MER "
¢ ¢ * LA + :133

06§ & L 3 R4

04 -

Correlation coefficient (CC)
@

0.2~

1 1 | | | | 1 1 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 | | 1 1 1 1
0
Aa AB Ab AD Ad AC Ac Bb BD Bd BC Bc aB Dd DC Dc aD bD Cc aC bC dC ab ad ac bd bc de
Raypath

Figure 7-7: Correlation for a damaged column (CN 1) obtained from UTPole software

For all measurements done,the velocities and attenuation obtained were analyzed per ray path
and per cross section. Then, all the cross sections belonging to the same column were also

compared. In all cases, as minimum two columns of the same type were evaluated; therefore,
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the columns of similar characteristics were also grouped to evaluate the effect of the vertical and
transverse reinforcement. In the following sections, only the results that were considered to

illustrate a specific finding are presented. The complete data set is included in Appendix B.
7.3.3Velocity results

As mentioned before, acommon evaluation of the concrete quality based on the pulse velocity

consists in the comparison of the measured value with a reference value (Krautkramer &

Krautkramer , 1990; Ensminge& Bond, 2012; Lamond & Pielert, 2006) For example, Table 7-5

presents the criterion that has been recommended by the National Research Council of Canada
until 2008, as indicated by (Saint-Pierre, Philibert, Giroux, & Rivard, 2016).

Table 7-5: Criterion to evaluate the quality of concrete based on UPV (Saint-Pierre, Philibert, Giroux, &
Rivard, 2016)

Range Quality

> 4500 Excellent
36004500 Good
30003600 Questionable
21063000 Poor

<2100 Very poor

Since the minimum value of velocity computed was 4510 m/s and the maximum 5250 m/s, all
the measurements would indicate that the concrete is in either good or excellent condition.
However, the ranges indicated before were based in the work by (Leslie & Cheesman, 1949)
which was a study of concrete dams and pavements. The ranges are intended for concreteand

do not take into account the effect of the steel.

The effect of the steel on the ultrasonic velocity measured in reinforced concrete elements is
well recognized (Blitz & Simpson, 1996;Bungey, 1984 ASTM C597-16). The British Standards
(BS 1881iPart 2031986) even include correction factors depending on the diameter of the
reinforcing bars and the relative position of the transducers with respect to t he axis of the bars.
Nonetheless, the application of the correction factors is not very practical because it requires

knowing in advance the position and the diameter of all the reinforcing bars in the path
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between the transducers, and that information may not be available when doing the UPV test.
For example, the standard ASTM C597%16 acknowledges this difficulty, and recommends
avoiding measurements close to steel parallel to the direction of propagation of the ultrasonic
waves. But, in the case of columrs with spiral reinforcement o r closely spaced ties the areas not
affected by the presence of the steel would be scarce. The effect of the transverse reinforcement
is not due by the diameter of the bars, but because for the test configuration used, the bars
would be parallel to the direction of propagation. Therefore, for most of the measurements the

velocity computed corresponds to a combination of the propagation through concrete and steel.

In Figure 7-8 the expected velocities for steel and for concrete are presented along with the
measurements for a cross section of a column with ties at 300mm.The expected velocity for P-
waves in steel is5900 m/s(ASTM E494-10) and the expected velocity for concrete was computed
from the equation of wave propagation and the values of modulus of elastic and density
calculated for this column (see Appendix A). All the meas urements lie between the expected
values, which demonstrate that the velocities obtained are a combined value of the velocity of
propagation in concrete and in steel. It is interesting to notice that the paths located at 9
present the highest values of the velocity and are closer to the expected value for the steel. The
results suggest that the propagation of the waves may be occurring mainly through the
transverse reinforcement because the calculated velocity is closer to the value expected for steel
(for example ray path 15).
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Figure 7-8: Comparison of calculated velocities and the expected values for corcrete and steel for a

column with ties (STC1_2)
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Figure 7-9 exemplifies the case of a column with spiral reinforcement. In this case, the velocity
values are less dispersel and also confirm the statement that the computed velocity is an
intermediate value between the velocity of propagation through steel and through concrete.
This is the expected behaviour because the pitch of the spiral in this case is 44 mm. The contact
area of the transducers is 20 mm; therefore, it is very likely that the transducers would be placed

over the reinforcement.
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Figure 7-9: Velocity obtained for a column with spiral reinforcement (RCH3_1)

It is important to emphasize that the previous results confirm that reducing the evaluation of
the quality of concrete to the comparison to reference values is inadequate. As the computed
velocity is also due to the propagation in steel, a velocity above 3600 m/s does not necessary
reflects a concrete of good quality. Moreover, they highlighted the importance of taking several
measurements, because the results could differ significantly depending on the position of the

transducers (see for example ray path15 in Figure 7-8).
Comparison of vertical reinforcement

To appraise the effect of the percentage of vertical reinforcement in the velocity, four rati os of
reinforcement were compared: 1.0%, 2.1%, 1.20% and 2.4% (see Tablel3or Appendix A for the

details of the columns). In both cases, the ratios of reinforcement are double than the reference
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columns. Figure 7-10 illustrates the cases with transverse reinforcement of stirrups and Figure

7-11 corresponds to columns with spiral reinforcement.
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Figure 7-10. Comparison of the velocities for the reinforcement ratios of 1.0% and 2.1% (Column sections

STCl-1, ST2_1,STC2,STC2_3, STC3_1 and STC3_3)
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Figure 7-11: Comparison of the velocities for the reinfor cement ratios of 1.2% and 2.40% Column sections

RCH1, RCH2_1, RCH2_2, RCH2_3, RCH3_1, RCH3_and RCH3_3)

Figure 7-10 and Figure 7-11 indicate that doubling the reinforcement ratio produces a slight
increase in the average velocity. To verify if the difference between the average values was
significant, hypothesis test of the difference of the means was postulated.

Null hypothesis Ho:* - =0

The null hypothesis is that there is no significant difference between the average velocity (* )

and the averagewhen the reinforcement ratio is double d.
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Alternative hypothesis Ha: -t FEwy

The alternative hypothesis is that there is a significant difference between the means The
significance level was chosen as 5% and in Table 7-6 are summarized the parameters of the
hypothesis tests.

In Table 7-6, 41 stands for the average values of 1.0%(for the columns in STC) and 1.20% (forthe
columns in 1" ' A ©nepresents the average velocity when the reinforcement ratios are
approximately doubl e (210% for STC and 2.4% for RCH) ; sand s:corresponds to the standard
deviations; n1 and n2 represents the number of measurements; uis the test statistic from
equation (3-11); sdis the standard deviation of the difference of the means (7-2) for a normal
distribution; zvo.o0s represents the critic value to compare that corresponds to the normal
distribution value for the level of significance of 0.05 for a two -sided test.

6 9% (7-1)

L (7-2)
€ €

Table 7-6: Hypothesis test of the difference of the average velocity for different reinforcement ratios

Case m m S1 S2 ni nz Sd u Z0.05 Result

STC 5219 5238 166 163 80 40 31.8 061 < 1.99 Accept null

RCH 4787 4805 165 170 80 60 2877 061 < 1.98 Accept null

For both cases, there is no statistical evidence to reject the null hypothesis, which means that
there is no significant difference between the average velocities. These results were expected
because for the longitudinal reinforcement, the distance travelled in the steel is relatively small

compared to the total length of the ray path. Therefore, the increase on the total velocity because

of the propagation in steel is small.

Table 7-7 presents the average velocities computed for four of the columns considering all the
cross secitons evaluated in each column. These specific columns are presented because they

have different reinforcement ratios, transverse reinforcement, specific compressive strength,
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diameter and years in service. The purpose of presenting the results was to demonstrate the low

variability in the results o f the velocity. For the cases presented, the maximum coefficient of

variation is 3.5%, which can be considered as small variability.

Table 7-7: Example of the velocity results averaging all the sections measured in a column

Column All receivers Receivers at 180 Receivers at 13% Receivers at 90

m Sai COVal mso Siso COViso mss Sizs COViss Mo S90

STC2 5222 148 2.83% 5269 64 1.22% 5237 98 1.86% 5185 204

STC3 5238 161 3.08% 5250 87 1.66% 5240 137 2.61% 5231 217

RCH2 4807 147 3.06% 4761 111 2.33% 4796 133 2.76% 4842 172

RCHS3 4805 170 3.54% 4732 107 2.25% 4778 162 3.40% 4868 187

COVwo

3.93%

4.14%

3.55%

3.83%

7.3.4Attenuation results

A similar comparison to the one presented for the velocity was done for the attenuation, and the

results are included in Table 7-8.

Table 7-8: Example of the attenuation results averaging all the sections measured in a column

Column All receivers Receivers at 180 Receivers at 13% Receivers at 9

9eY] Sall COVai Maso siso  COViso mss sizs COViss Mo S90 COVw
STC2 0.0606 0.0163 26.8% 0.0419 0.0043 10.2% 0.0512 0.0034 6.61% 0.0794 0.0045 5.69%
STC3 0.0742 0.0224 30.2% 0.0486 0.0066 13.5% 0.0614 0.0036 5.87% 0.0999 0.0063 6.33%
RCH2 0.1145 0.0290 25.3% 0.0831 0.0161 19.4% 0.1028 0.0157 15.2% 0.1418 0.0189 13.3%
RCH3  0.1214 0.0257 21.2% 0.0933 0.0135 14.5% 0.1110 0.0127 11.5% 0.1459 0.0173 11.9%

The results highlight the larger variability in the attenuation measurements than in the velocity.

Also show that the variability of the attenuation measurements is reduced when the relative

position of the transducers is taken into consideration.
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The larger variability of the attenuation with respect to the velocity is also observed in the box
plots presented in Figure 7-12 and Figure 7-13. Figure 7-12 shows the results for the new

columns tested and Figure 7-13 the results for the columns that have been in service for more

than 50 years. In both cases, the sections with larger reinforcement ratio present larger average
attenuation.
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Figure 7-12. Comparison of the attenuation for the reinforcement ratios of 1.0% and 2.1% (Column

sectionsSTCl-1, ST2_1, STC2, STC2_3, STC3 1 and STC3_3)
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Figure 7-13: Comparison of the attenuation for the reinforcement ratios of 1.20% and 2.40% (Column

sectionsRCH1, RCH2_1, RCH2_ 2, RCH2_3, RCH3 1, RCH3_2 and RCH3_3)
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To evaluate if the difference between the average attenuations is significant, hypothesis test of
the difference of the means was postulated. For the attenuation, the difference is evaluated for
each of the positions because, as it was shown in Chapter 3, the attenuation may be different
depending on the relative position of the transducers considered.

Null hypothesis Ho:* -' =0

The null hypothesis is that there is no significant difference between the average attenuation

computed for the cross sectionswith different reinforcement ratios.

Alternative hypothe sis Hi ¢ -¢ Fwy

The alternative hypothesis is that there is a significant difference between the average
attenuation computed for the cross sections The significance level was chosenas 5%.Table 7-9
and Table 7-10 summarize the parameters of the hypothesis tests.

( Ow U1 1 wsamOlorUi@uaerage attenuation for the smaller reinforcement UE UB OO w 4
represents the average attenuation for the reinforcement ratio that is approximately double than

the reference one; sand s2 correspond to the standard deviation of the samples; n: and n:
represent the number of measurements; n stands for the degrees of freedom; t is the test

statistic (3-11); stis the standard deviation of the difference of the means (3-12); tvo.csrepresents

the critic value to compare, which corresponds to the t-distribution value for the specific

number of degrees of freedom and the level of significance of 0.025((j¢ T8t ¢,uwo-sided

test), andi is the combined variance of the difference computed from equation (3-13).

Table 7-9: Hypothesis test for the comparison of the average attenuation for the reinforcement ratios of

1.0% and 2.1% Column sectionsSTCl1-1, ST2_1, STC2, STC2_3, STC3_1 and STC3_3)

Case m m St S2 ni N n Sd te tv,0.025 Result

18> 0.042 0.049 0.004 0.007 16 8 10 228E03 2726 > 0.0643 Rejectnull
13% 0.052 0.061 0.006 0.004 32 16 43 158E03 6.055 > 0.0631 Rejectnull

9® 0.084 0.100 0.011 0.006 32 16 45 3.02E03 5.397 > 0.0631 Rejectnull
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Table 7-10: Hypothesis test for the comparison of the average attenuation for the reinforcement ratios of

1.20% and 2.40% (Column sections RCH1, RCH2_1, RCH2_2, RCH2_3, RCH3_1, RCH3_2 and RCH3_3)

Case m m S1 S2 nt n2 n Sd te tv,0.025 Result

18 0.086 0.093 0.016 0.014 16 12 27 5.70E03 1323 > 0.0633 Reject null
13% 0.0857 0.1110 0.0152 0.0128 32 24 27 3.85E03 6.557 > 0.0633 Reject null

9(° 0.1452 0.1459 0.0195 0.0175 32 24 52 5.04E03 0.141 > 0.0630 Reject null

In contrast to the results obtained for the velocity, for the attenuation the null hypothesis is
rejected in all cases Therefore, the increase in the reinforcement ratio has a significant effect in
the attenuation measurements. These results emphasize the convenience of using various
complementary parameters to evaluate the condition of the elements, because one of the
parameters could be more sensitive than another to specific properties.

Likewise, the results corroborate the importance of evaluating several ray paths in each cross
section. Taking several measurements per cross section reduces the possibility of not detecting a

defective area because of the relative position of the transducers.

7.4 Evaluation of defective areas

The application foreseen for the testing system is to evaluate the homogeneity of concrete. To
assesghe adequacy of the system to detect dissimilar areas, two columns that presented defects

were also evaluated.

Figure 7-14 exemplifies a column with honeycomb ing (voids left between the aggregates caused
by inadequate consolidation ACI CT-16, 2016) Honeycombing is generally the result of
improper vibration procedures when placing the concrete. Other factors that can also cause it
are poor aggregate grading, inadequate workability for the placing conditions, insufficient
clearance between the reinforcing steel, insufficient paste to fill the voids between aggregates,
among others (Gosh, 1991) As an example of how the honeycombing is considered in structural
inspections, Table 7-11 describes the criteria employed by the Ministry of Transportation of
Ontario to assess the severity of the honeycombing in bridges. The sections of the elements with

this type of defect usually need to be chipped out and repaired, becausehoneycombed concrete
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would be porous (which would favour the corrosion of the reinforcement), weaker and poorly
bonded to the reinforcement (Gosh, 1991)

Figure 7-14: Column tested that presents honeycombing

Table 7-11: Criteria to evaluate honeycombing in the Ontario Structure Inspection Manual (OSIM 2008)

Severity Description

Light Honeycombing to a depth less than 25 mm

Medium Honeycombing to a depth between 25 mm and 50 mm
Severe Honeycombing to a depth between 50 mm and 100 mm

Very severe Honeycombing to a depth greater than 100 mm

Figure 7-15 presents the time signals recorded for the cross section (STC1_2). The figurean be
used to visualize ray paths that require special attention because of the observed pattern.
Instead of a decaying signal, as it is common in UPV tests, the time signals show several
reflections (see for example when the source is at AB and CA, the receivers at 189 90°). This
evaluation is only qualitative, but allows finding the cases that requ ire additional analysis.
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Figure 7-15: Time signals for the section with honeycombing

If the irregularities or voids are of the same order as the wavelength more dispersion from
honeycombed areasis expectedbecausethere is more scattering of the wave (Lai, Wang, Kou, &
Poon, 2013) Scattering is one of the components of the material attenuation, thus, it is expected
that the effect of the honeycombing is more evident in terms of the attenuation than in terms of

the velocity.

Figure 7-16 presents the plot of the dissimilarity inde xes for the attenuation (DIA). The
dissimilarity index is a measure of how much the specific value differs with respect to the
expected value in a sound condition. In the figure, the dissimilarity indexes corresponding to
the ray paths bd, bC, DC, Dc, db, Cb and CD indicate damaged or nonhomogeneous areas,
because the value is larger than -1. Comparing the position of the ray paths with the
information recorded form the visual inspection and the pictures, those ray paths cross the

section with honeycombing.
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Figure 7-16: Dissimilarity indexes for the attenuation for the cross section that presents honeycombing
obtained using UTPole software

To illustrate the convenience of the representation of the results through the dissimilarity
indexes, Figure 7-17 includes the tomographic image from a cross section that is sound (left

image) and a cross section with localized damage(image at the right).

Figure 7-17: Comparison of the tomographic images of a sound section and a section with localized
damage (images from the assessment report generated by the UTPole software)
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As these testswere part of the verification of the functioning of the system, the evaluation of the
columns in service did not include the verif ication of the damaged area. However, it would be
interesting, in future studies, to verify the extent of the distressed area by extracting core

samples.

7.5Results from a damaged column tested in the laboratory

To validate the results, a column specimen in which the damage can be directly observed was
also tested(Figure 7-18). The specimen was part of a research done by Dr. Noran AbdelWahab,
and was available in the Nondestructive Testing Laboratory because of a previous collaborative
work. The column presents corrosion of the reinforcement and longitudinal cracks caused by

the expansion of corroded reinforcement (Figure 7-19).

Figure 7-18: Damaged column tested in the laboratory
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Figure 7-19: Longitudinal cracks caused by the corrosion of the reinforcement

In Figure 7-20 the dissimilarity index for the v elocity (DIV), for the attenuation (DIA), for the
modulus of elasticity ( DIE) and the overall dissimilarity index (ODI) explained in Chapter 3 are
presented. The expected values considered were the velocity and attenuation of the calibration
tests. Theblue horizontal lines indicate +1 standard deviation. All the indexes indicate damage
in the section, however, the velocity and modulus of elasticity suggest less damage because of

the values of the dissimilarity indexes.

The attenuation is the parameter that presents larger dissimilarity indexes, which demonstrate
that the attenuation is more sensitive to damage than the pulse velocity. Also, as the overall
dissimilarity index is the weighted average of the indexes for the velocity and the attenuation,
its values are between the results of the velocity and the attenuation. In this case, it is evident
that the section is significantly damaged, and the tomographic image generated in UTPole
software from the dissimilarity index shows the distribution of the d amage. By comparing the
image with the specimen, it was verified that the areas indicated in red correspond to the

location of more concentration of damage.
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Figure 7-21: Tomographic image obtained from UTPole software for the damaged column (CN1)
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7.6 Summary

This chapter presented the results from the testing of mortar and reinforced concrete elements

using the field testing device built.

The evaluation of a mortar sample of known characteristics was done to evaluate the
functioning of the complete field testing s ystem (transducers array, software and electronics)

and to validate the proposed coupling for the field testing .

The evaluation of a sample of in-service columns of different characteristics (diameter,
longitudinal and transverse reinforcement, specified compressive strength, and years in service)
had the goal of exploring the effect of different parameters on the velocity and attenuation
results, and also to verify the practicality of the testing system. Also, the efficacy of the coupling

proposed neededto be verified.

An important finding from the testing was that w hile the difference in the reinforcement ratio
does not significantly change the velocity, the effect on the attenuation can be significant. This
confirms the convenience of using complementary parameters and a combination of methods

for the condition assessment of structural elements.

There are important differences in the material properties (the composite nature of concrete, the
attenuation produced by the aggregates, the effect of the reinforcing bars) and therefore, the
system needed to be verified evaluating real reinforced concrete elements.The results allowed
validating that the testing device, which was developed for testing wood , can be used to test in
service concrete columns.It was verified that the UTPole system could be employed to assess
the condition of in -service concrete columnswith circular cross section. Columns with other
geometries could also be evaluated using the same methodology, but it would require

modifications o n the software and the sensors array.

The results presented are an initial evaluation of the system, and further testing is needed

including different types of columns to evaluate possible normalization factors.

The foreseen application of the UTPole system is to verify the homogeneity of the concrete,

provided that the system is calibrated according to the characteristics of the columns tested.
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Chapter 8 Conclusions and Recommendations

In this project, a new methodology for assesig the internal condition of reinforced concrete
columns was evaluated. The methodology is based on the combination of two stresswave
methods and the use of a newly constructed field testing device. The two methods are the
ultrasonic pulse velocity and surface wave method. Although t here is vast literature about the
application of the two methods to assess existing structures, there is no reference to jointly use
of them, and currently there is no comprehensive method available to evaluate reinforced

concrete columns.

The project consisted of aliterature review and an experimental component . The literature
review was focused on the inspection methods for hardened concrete, the applications of the
ultrasonic and surface wave tests for structural evaluation , the combination of different NDT

techniques and the probabilistic methods to evaluate the capacity of columns. The literature
review allowed understanding the state of the art in inspection methods for concrete elements,
the existing limitations of the methods under study and the improvements required. It also
facilitated the identification of the fundamental aspects that needed to be addressed in the
subsequent experimental work. The experimental work included the study of specific aspects of
the NDT methods employed (sensitivity to damage, testing configurations, improvement of the

system), and also the construction, testing and calibration of the field testing device.

The main findings of the work are summarized in the following sections.

8.1 Sensitivity of ultrasonic p ulse velocity to internal damage

The sensitivity of the ultrasonic test to internal damage in concrete elements was evaluated
through two sets of experiments: the study of freezing/thawing damage and the comparison of

the velocity results fro m plain concrete samplesbefore and after the uniaxial compression test.

The parameters specified in the standardsfor the evaluation of frost damage in concrete are the
pulse velocity method and the resonance method. However, a significant change in the pulse
velocity or the relative dynamic modulus (obtained from the resonance test) was not detected
during the whole period of study (324 freeze/thaw cycles) The maximum reduction detected in
the ultrasonic pulse velocity was 3.6%. For the relative dynamic modulus, the maximum
reduction was of 8.0%. From the parameters studied to evaluate frost damage, only the
attenuation was sensitive to the changes induced in the samples by more than 300

freezing/thawing cycles. The estimation of the attenuation based on the ratioof the areas below
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the frequency spectrum revealed a decreasing trend in the condition of the samples with an
increasing number of freeze/thaw cycles. The reduction estimated is above 50% for the three
concrete mixtures studied. The reduction in the strength shown by the comparison of the cores
(extracted from the specimens) and the cylinders (tested to verify the specified compressive
strength) suggest that there is degradation of the condition. To confirm whether the strength
reduction is due to frost dam age it would be opportune to perform a petrographic analysis of
the specimens. The results from this study confirm that it is convenient to incorporate the use of
attenuation to overcome the limited sensitivity of the pulse velocity measurements and
resonance tests. The opportuneness of wave attenuation for the assessment of damagéas been
studied before; however, the present work proposed a method that has the advantage that it
does not require additional equipment, since the quantification of the attenuation is done from

the information recorded in the pulse velocity test.

In the case of the damage induced by compression,the ultrasonic velocity results do not
indicate a significant change between the values before or after the test.All specimens were
loaded until the failure and all presented the longitudinal cracking that is characteristic of the
compressive failure. Also when the estimated velocities were compared with reference values
the results did not indicate damage. These findings confirm the insufficiency of the assessment
of the condition of a concrete element based on individual measurements of pulse velocity,
because the velocity does not appear to be sensitive to internal damage. In addition, the results
demonstrated that an evaluation based onthe comparison to reference values of pulse velocity

may be inappropriate.

8.2 Surface waves testing

The objective of the research project was to develop a new methodology to inspect reinforced
concrete columns based in the complementary use of surfice wave testing and ultrasonic pulse
velocity. The convenience of the joint use of the two techniques wasjustified ; nevertheless, the
experimental results obtained to date did not demonstrate the practicality of the proposed
combination. Even though the initial objective of the surface wave investigation was not

achieved, valuable results were obtained from the experimental work done.

The study of five beams tested under fatigue loading allowed evaluating different setups;
assessing two types of mownting of the sensors and the ultrasonic source, and studying

alternative data processing procedures.

136



With respect to the equipment available in the laboratory at the time, the sensors areunsuitable
to perform a global and speedy evaluation as it was initially suggested. A different type of
sensors (for example aircoupled sensors) or the construction of an array of accelerometers may

serve to this purpose.

From the evaluated configurations, it was found that for the consistency of the tests it is
necessary to maintain a constant pressure on the source transducersand it is suggested to use a
clamp or similar device to attach the source transducer. It was also verified that the
compression transducers work adequately as source for the surface wave test. For the
evaluation of the beams, the piezoelectric transducers with a nominal frequency of 50 kHz were
appropriate . The depth that can be evaluated with this source is approximately 40 mm, which
corresponded to the concrete cove. In this case, this inspection depth was suitable because the

expected damage was delmnding of the reinforcing bars.

With respect to the mounting of the examined accelerometers, the adhesive mounting was
considered unfavourable because some of the acceleometers fell off during the fatigue loading

test, and it also produced damage in the surface of the elements On the other hand, the
magnetic coupling ensured an uninterrupted mounting . However, for the application of the
surface waves testing in the field, it would be convenient to build an array with the

accelerometers to facilitate the installation or to utilize different sensors, for example air -
coupled sensors. The verification of the adequacy of the sensors and the configuration of the

array would re quire additional numerical and experimental work.

For the beams evaluated using the surface wave method, the frequency domain methods
evaluated to process the test dataprovided better results than the time domain methods. The
typical way of presenting th e results from the surface wave tess in the frequency domain is
through the dispersion curves of phase velocity as a function of frequency. Initially it was

considered the variation of the phase velocity as a potential indicator of the progression of
damage. Nevertheless, it was not possible to identify a clear behaviour of the phase velocity for
an increasing number of fatigue cycles. Hence, three alternative methods to compare the signals
recorded were evaluated: Pearson correlation, Power spectral corrdation index (PSCI) and
Coherence spectrum. From the methods studied the Coherence spectrum provided more
information and additional investigation (experimental and numerical) is recommended. For
the additional study , the data collected from the evaluation of a reinforced concrete dome is

being evaluated.
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8.3 New device for ultrasonic testing

An important contribution of the researchproject was the construction and calibration of a field
testing tool for the assessment of concrete columnswith a circular cross section Other
geometries could also be evaluated following the same methodology and the only modifications
needed are adjustments in the software and the sensors array.

By testing a mortar sample of known characteristics, the functioning o f the complete field
testing system (transducers array, software and electronics) was assessedand the coupling
system proposed was validated. The proposed coupling consists of duct tape and vacuum
grease. The advantage of this type of coupling is thatit does not stain the elements being tested,
it provides adequate transmission of the ultrasonic waves, and it is easy to apply in the field.

Once the new system was verified in the laboratory, a sample of in-service columns of different
characteristics (diameter, longitudinal and transverse reinforcement, specified compressive
strength, and years in service) was tested. Thegoal of the field testing was to explore the effect
of different parameters on the velocity and attenuation results, and also to verify the practicality
of the system. The comparison of the measurements obtained for columns of different
characteristics demonstrated the convenience of basing the evaluation in both, velocity and
attenuation, because the two parameters are affected differently by the properties of the
columns. While the velocity presents less variability in the results, the attenuation presented
more sensitivity to damage and to the presence of the reinforcing steel. The longitudinal
reinforcement did not produce a significant change in the measurements of the pulse velocity,
but the measurements of attenuation were affected. It was also observed that the transverse
reinforcement affects the velocity and the measured values are between the expected values for

the velocity of the steel and the concrete.

The results presented are an initial evaluation of the system, and further testing is needed,
including different types of columns to evaluate possible normalization factors. However, the
results obtained to date showed that the new field testing device may allow reducing the
inspection time without ¢ ompromising reliability of data, and provide s a global and also a
detailed assessment of the condition of concrete elements The proposed application of the
testing device constructed is to identify areas of dissimilar characteristics and critical areas to
sample by coring in reinforced concrete columns. A better assessment of the condition of the
structural elements would definitely have an impact in maintenance practices and a possib le

reduction in costs.
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APPENDIX A

Properties of the Columns Tested
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Table A -1; Geometrical information for column STC1

Location Room 54 Science Teaching
Complex
Diameter (D) 0.605m
Details reference UW SCB Structural
Construction
Specified strength ( [l 45 MPa
Concrete cover 0.040 m
Longitudinal reinforcement 10f 20M
Longitudinal reinforcement % 1.0%
Transverse reinforcement 10M @ 300
Density ( (Monte Carlo) 2325 kg/me
Number of sections tested 2 Figure A-1: Column STC1 tested in Science
Teaching Complex
Estimated E [1] 31.5 GPa (Tt x T0) [1]
/ OPUUOO: JWUEUD 0.2
Estimated velocity [2] 3860 m/s P2
6p — -,
PzopcCz

. ; 4 , 4 |
FigureA-2: Section STC11 Figure A-3: Section STC12
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Table A -2: Geometrical information for column STC2

Location Room 54 Science Teaching
Complex
Diameter (D) 0.605m
Details reference UW SCB Structural
Construction
Specified strength ( il 45 MPa
Concrete cover 0.040 m
Longitudinal reinforcement 10f 20M
Longitudinal reinforcement % 1.0%
Transverse reinforcement 10M @ 300
Density ( (Monte Carlo) 2325 kg/ms
Number of sections tested 2 Figure A-4: Column STC2 tested in Science
Teaching Complex
Estimated E [1] 31.5 GPa (Tt x Ti0) [1]
/ OPUUOO: JWUEUD( 0.2
Estimated velocity [2] 3860 m/s 0z
6p ——— 2
P2zpcez
FigureA-5: Section STC2_1 FigureA-6: Section STC2_2 Figure A-7: Section STC2_2
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